IF YOU HAVEN’T HEARD 


OF DANNY 


SHERIDAN 


YOU DON’T KNOW MUCH 
ABOUT FOOTBALL. 


For the past 14 years, Danny 
Sheridan has been the premiere 
football prognosticator in America. 

Since 1975, he has received 
the publicity and acclaim that he 
has long deserved. Danny has ap- 
peared on network television as 
the guest of Tom Snyder on NBC's = 
Tomorrow Show and David Hartman on ABC's 
Good Morning America. Danny has been fea- 
tured in national sports magazines like 
Sports Illustrated, Argosy, Esquire, Athlon's 
six College Annuals, Pro Quarterback, Football 
News, and Pro Football Weekly. Major articles 
have been written about him in newspapers 
from coast to coast, including the New York 
Timies, New York Post, Los Angeles Times, 
Los Angeles Herald, The Las Vegas Sun, San 
Francisco Chronicle, Richmond Times and the 
Chicago Daily News. Danny has even been the 
subject of a paper presented to the American 
Statistical Association. 

The reason for all of this publicity is Danny's 
uncanny ability to accurately predict the out- 
comes of college and professional football 
games. From 1964 through 1977 his winning 
percentage versus the pointspread was an in- 
credible 73% (1,536 winners of 2,102 games). 
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This includes his fantastic 14 year 
post season record where he has 
correctly picked 75 of 96 College 
Bowl games (78%), 53 of 62 Pro 
Playoff games (85%), and 10 of 
the last 12 Super Bowl games. For 
the past 4 years Danny has main- 
tained a 72% winning average a- 
gainst the pointspread by correctly predicting 
538 winners of 742 games. 

During the 1977 football season Danny was 
featured on national TV every Friday from Oc- 
tober 7 through December 26 on ABC-TV, 
where incredibly he correctly predicted every 
Monday Night Pro Football game versus the 
pointspread. Danny's newsletter was also 100% 
versus the spread on the Monday Night Pro 
games he selected. 

If you have subscribed to the Sheridan 
Specials Newsletter in the past, you know 
that Danny limits his subscribers to a very small 
group. He is now accepting new subscribers 
on a first come, first served basis only. 

So mail your cashiers check or money order 
and coupon today and experience what it's 
like to be a winner. You'll love every minute 
of it, and you won't need to know much 
about Football — Just Danny Sheridan. 
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Put your skills on the line in the most exciting, most realistic sports games ever. 


WIN THE BiG ONES! 
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PAYDIRT! STRATEGY 


S| put a whole season's results through a computer to develop the unique Play 


Action Charts that are the secret of the unmatched realism you get in PAYDIRT! From a pure skill standpoint this game has got to be 
Each team's strengths—and weaknesses—have to be taken into account on every rated tops. Nothing matters in FOOTBALL STRATEGY but 
play. An ingenious matrix system of play-calling allows you to match every team’s your football sense and your ability to outthink your 
ability to either execute or defend against all of the key plays of pro football. opponent. Here the offensive player selects a play—one 
PAYDIRT! is both statistically accurate and exciting—and it's also fast-moving he thinks is appropriate for the situation—from 20 
and easy to learn! Within minutes of opening the sturdy game box you'll be playing, possibilities given. At the same time the defensive 
and once you get playing you'll find that most games can easily be completed in player chooses one of 10 possible defense patterns. 
an hour. It's the perfect game for an evening's entertainment or for replaying the Success or failure of the play is determined by cross- 
entire season of your favorite team—or the entire NFL! $10 checking the offense and defense called on the matrix- 
style Play Chart that eliminates the luck element 
NEW! Now you can order updated Play Action Charts of the current NFL season— entirely. This is the ideal game for face-to-face league 


with revised rules for increased realism in PAYDIRT! Optional rules include Two 
Minute Offense, varied kicking strategies (squib kickoffs, coffin corner punts, and even 
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FOOTBALL 


Youngster or 


4-3, 3-4, nickel defense, or whatever, if 
that’s your bag, Strat-O-Matic is for you. 
Yes, you can actually set up these and 
countless other defenses to battle pro 
football’s varied offense formations includ- 
ing full house backfield, 3 wide receiver or 2 
tight end alignments. Strat-O-Matic actu- 
ally combines unbelievable coaching 
strategy with the amazing talents of 1000 
NFL football players who perform accord- 
ing to their actual abilities. Both the stars 
and second stringers from all 28 NFL teams 
will pass, run, kick and play defense for 
you. 


Each player’s strengths and weaknesses 
are measured in STRAT-O-MATIC. For 
example, Terry Bradshaw may have just an 
adequate pass completion percentage but 
he will most likely be among the most effec- 
tive long passing quarterbacks. Oakland's 
Mark van Eeghen may not be an outside 
running threat, but few runners match his 
ability to pick up the “tough inside yard- 
age.” Many receivers are superior to Fred 


STRAT-O-MATIC FOOTBALL GAME CO., 
Ee Eee EEE eee eee eee eee eee 
STRAT-O-MATIC FOOTBALL GAME CO., 
46 Railroad Plaza, Glen Head, N.Y. 11545 

Send exciting FREE Strat-O-Matic game offer and samples. | enclose 15 cents in coin or 
stamps to cover postage and handling. 


Get The Entire Story. 
FTI Meelt] olelamce)ar- Neve) (e) ai] | 
FREE brochure containing 


complete information 

and FREE SAMPLES. Today! 
Offer limited. Don’t Delay. /| 
Write today while supply | 
still lasts! 


Eine , 


INTERESTED... / 


»> 


& 


v 


/' 


Vi 
¥; 


» » & 


FANS RAVE: 


HERE ARE JUST A FEW OF THE HUN- 
DREDS OF LETTERS WE RECEIVE EVERY 
WEEK, FROM FANS OF ALL AGES AND 
FROM COAST TO COAST. 


Biletnikoff of the Raiders “in going deep for 
the bomb,” but few equal his ability in 
catching medium and short passes. New 
York Giants, led by a respectable front four 
backed up by solid linebackers, will be dif- 
ficult to run against but will struggle 
against the pass. Of course, the Dallas 
Cowboys defense led by Harvey Martin will 
be impossible to run against and the pass 
rush in one word...devastating. 


STRAT-O-MATIC IS 
2 GAMES IN ONE 


Coaching, individual player abilities and 
team concept are all blended into one elec- 
trifying creation—STRAT-O-MATIC AD- 
VANCED FOOTBALL. BUT IF YOU PREFER 
A MUCH SIMPLER GAME WITH JUST 
PLAYER ABILITIES INVOLVED AND A MIN- 
IMAL AMOUNT OF STRATEGY— OUR 
BASIC VERSION IS FOR YOU. There is no 
need to purchase either version separately 
as all game parts and instructions for both 
versions are included in our famous football 
game. 


My roommates in my apartment at Michigan 
University are wild about the game and are 
pitching in four ways to buy it. 

J.C., Ann Arbor, Michigan 


My grandson, who's 10, spends Ys of his time at 
his friend’s house playing the game. Being a 
grandmother, it is surprising to me the strong 
desire this child has for the game. 

}.M., Seranton, Penna. 


Your game is the best investment I ever made. 
The game is great. Z 
N.Y. 


S.L, Bellmore, 


It’s just great, The passing, running and kick- 


ing are exactly right. 
abl anasto M.K., New York, N.Y. 


It is the greatest game on the market. The 
advanced version does just about everything 
but sell popcorn. For an avid football fan, 
your game introduces a new dimension that 
makes watching the pros that much more en- 


joyable 
dey” R.G., Brovklyn, N.Y. 


Inc., 46 Railroad Plaza, Glen Head, New York 11545 


Inc., Dept. 211 


Cc Send mealsoa free College Football offer possibly to be mailed separately at a later 


date. | enclose an additional 15 cents. 
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BLUNDERED C4LLS 
By Jerry Green 


W ith delicate wisdom, the 
wizards of pro football rec- 
ognized that kick, kick, kick had 
become boring. So they dug up 
the goalposts and shunted them 
back 10 yards to curtail the pro- 
cession of field goals. 

With eternal brilliance, the 
same gentlemen became aware 
that tie scores were a turnoff to 
the victory-conscious public obe- 
dient to the laws of Vincent Lom- 
bardi. So the melodramatists in- 
troduced sudden-death overtime 
to prolong the suspense and cre- 
ate additional thrills. 

Nobody can dispute that pro 
football is the most innovative 
sport of all. It continually quests 


to hype the entertainment value 
of its product. It rearranges 
rules, acts always to prevent sus- 
picion, operates with Madison 
Avenue gloss at all times. 

Yet, for a reason impossible to 
explain, it cannot get the men in 
black and white stripes to toot 
their whistles ALWAYS at the 
proper time. 

Thus, despite all its pomp and 
circumstance, its feel for positive 
image, pro football’s foibles have 
made Pete Rozelle blush. Pro 
football is being accused of laxity 
—or worse—because of an embar- 
rassing succession of  ill-timed 
calls. 

There are bloopers, even in pro 


football—and the way to correct 
them has been a puzzlement to 
Rozelle. 

There simply is no way to 
overrule an official who has 
goofed and prematurely blown 


his whistle. Or has not blown it 


at all when he should have. 

So it was at the end of the last 
season that pro football was af- 
flicted with shame and ridicule. 
There were controversial calls in 
three climax games. The 1977 
season will be remembered in his- 
tory, primarily, as pro football’s 
Year of the Zebra. 

In the Year of the Zebra, three 
clubs — possibly — were knocked 
out of the Super Bowl playoffs 


BERT JONES, Baltimore Colts quarterback (his head below #50) watches as ball bounces away after being hit by STEVE 
ZABEL (54) New England linebacker. Ball was whistled dead by referee FRED SILVA, who could not see ball from his angle. 


et 
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ROB LYTLE, (41) of Broncos, being hit by Oakland’s JACK TATUM (32) that knocked ball loose on goal line, but lines- 
man ruled it no fumble. AL DAVIS, Oakland managing general partner, right, disputed explanation of call by NFL officials, 


because of mistakenly tooted 
whistles. 

The Raiders will believe for- 
ever they were deprived of play- 
ing in Super Bowl XII and the 
Broncos were put in because of 
an official’s error. 

The Dolphins will argue till 
doomsday that they were gypped 
from playing in the playoffs and 
the Colts were granted entrance 
because a referee’s view was 
blocked. 

The Oilers will insist for years 
that they were robbed of a possi- 
ble chance for the playoffs when 
a herd of zebras missed a play. 

The arithmetic of the results 
was brutally painful to the vic- 
tims, innocents they claimed. 

There was a total of 129 play- 
ers on the three clubs plus their 
coaches plus millions of fans in 
the three cities who argued they 
were cheated of what was earned 
in games. 

The details: 

In the Colts’ final season game, 
Bert Jones was struggling ahead 
on a busted play. Oops. He 
dropped the football. Oops. Fred 
Silva, the ref, could not see the 


bouncing ball from his angle. So 
he did what was natural when a 
quarterback is struggling with 
linemen draped on his body. He— 
oops—blew the whistle before 
New England recovered the loose 
ball. 

Retaining possession on what 
should have been a lost fumble, 
the profiteering Colts scored and 
won the game and took a playoff 
spot. The Dolphins would have 
gone had the fumble been called 
correctly. Instead they were out. 
Don Shula did not resort to sweet 
talk. 

Neither did Oakland’s Al 
Davis. His Raiders were defend- 
ing Super Bowl] champs. They 
were expected to beat Denver in 
the 1977 AFC championship 
game. They were expected to re- 
turn to the Super Bowl. 

But ...a prematurely blown 
whistle stopped them. 

Down near the Oakland goal 
line, Rob Lytle of Denver hit into 
the line. Lytle was popped by 
Jack Tatum and—oops—coughed 
up the ball. Oakland’s Mike 
McCoy plunged his massive body 
around it and pulled it into the 


pit of his stomach and started 
running. There was great jubila- 
tion among the defense. Oakland 
ball. But wait, head linesman Ed 
Marion had tooted his whistle be- 
fore the fumble. He had signalled 
the play dead while Lytle was 
still upright, churning his legs. 
That he was upright and wiggling 
did not matter. The whistle is the 
only thing that matters. It had 
blown. The fumble was nullified. 
For the sake of history there 
never was a fumble. Denver was 
awarded with possession. 

Floyd Rice, an Oakland line- 
backer detecting an injustice, re- 
sponded with the fury of an 
angry man. He jostled Marion 
and umpire Ralph Morcroft, so 
animated was his argument. The 
zebras dropped their flags. The 
unsportsmanlike conduct penalty 
gave Denver the ball on Oak- 
land’s 1. Jon Keyworth scored 
for Denver on the next play. The 
Broncos won the game. The mar- 
gin was three points. Those three 
points advanced Denver to the 
Super Bowl. 

Now Lytle had been tutored 
with Boy Scout wholesomeness at 


EASY WAYS TO 
SUBSCRIBE TO 
FOOTBALL NEWS 


America’s Number One Grid Weekly 


Complete NEIL championship previews inside 


Turn to page 16A to see 
, our postage free order 
card and no risk offer. 


Call 800-228-2026 and 

, order 19 big issues of 
Football News. We'll bill 
you later. 


Order on your VISA or 
. Master Charge card with 
coupon below. 


Mail to: 
Master Charge Account # 


FOOTBALL NEWS \nferbanie 
17820 East Warren, Detroit, Mich. 48224 
Expiration Date 


Enclosed is my $10.50. Please send me VISA Account # 
all. 19 big issues of Football News. Expiration Date 


OCheck (Money Order [Charge to My: ‘!gnature 
Name 
Please Print 
or 


Address 


Si = ee Sate ip 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


JACK TATUM, Oakland safety, caused 
fumble by Baltimore Colts’ Bert Jones. 


the University of Michigan. 

“That guy hit me and I felt it 
squirt out,’ he said. “It was a 
fumble. It looked like the ball 
was sliding on me, sticking on 
me. It’s the breaks of the game. 
That’s all I can say. 

“In the heat of the game, I 
thought I had control. Looking it 
over now, somebody up there 
likes me.” 

The NFL, scrambling to cover- 
up, put out a weak statement. 
It declared Lytle’s progress had 
been stopped, thus the whistle 
blew. Television replays disputed 
the official statement from the 
league’s propaganda ministers. 
The tapes showed that Tatum’s 
hit popped the ball from Lytle’s 
gasp at the same time his forward 
progress was halted. 

Al Davis never has been known 
for Boy Scout wholesomeness. He 
long has been aware of the bans 
against speaking out about offici- 
ating. He had been socked before 
by Commissioner Rozelle. Davis 
turned numerous colors. Then he 
spoke out anyway in defiance of 
Rozelle’s gag edicts. Davis said: 

“That wasn’t bleeping ques- 
tionable. That was a total bleep- 
ing mistake. I realize officials 
make mistakes. I accept that. 
But when they lie . . . what the 
hell do they have to lie for? I re- 
sent it when they lie, when they 
come in with their stories and tell 
it to us as if we're idiots. They 
make mistakes. They’re human. 

“The big lie. . . that’s what 
bleeps me off. It’s the same 
bleeping thing as Vietnam.” 

Twice in three weeks inoppor- 


tune whistle blowing ignited 
charges against pro football’s 
porcelain image. Twice in three 
weeks teams were removed from 
Super Bowl contention because 
of human error. Twice in three 
weeks the NFL tried to dodge 
the criticism with supportive 
statements of its harassed zebras. 
Twice in three weeks the televi- 
sion cameras which feed pro foot- 
ball showed conclusively there 
had been serious bloopers com- 
mitted. 

The third goof in the Year of 
the Zebra also involved a fumble 
that wasn’t. But this was a quick, 
flash-flash play—and when the 
controversy concluded, the NFL 
acted in a very strange way. 

The situation was this: The 
Oilers scored a touchdown with 
27 seconds remaining in their 
game with the Bengals. That 
tied the score at 10-10. The over- 
time period pro football had put 
in to create addition thrills beck- 
oned with all its suspenseful ap- 
peal. But first the formality of 
the Houston kickoff. 

The ball sailed deep downfield 
toward the corner where the goal 
line and sideline meet at a right 
angle. The Bengals’ return man 
danced into the corner and 
backed into the end zone. He had 
one foot in bounds by about a 
foot and a half. The other foot 
was suspended in the air. At that 
precise moment, the ball struck 
the man in the chest and 
bounced off. The players on both 
teams chased the bouncing ball 
in the end zone. The return 
man’s suspended foot, during this 
flurry of activity, came to turf 
and was touching the sideline. 
The whistle blew—this was Fred 
Silva’s unfortunate crew this 
time, too. Dead ball, foot touch- 
ing out of bounds line when ball 
hits returnman . . . touchback, 
Cincinnati ball on its 20. “But I 
recovered the fumble,” screamed 
an Oiler. “It’s a touchdown,” 
Touchback. 

So indeed, the remaining 27 
seconds disappeared and _ the 
game went dramatically into 
overtime with all its additional 
suspense and thrills. Not for 
Houston. Cincinnati won 13-10 
on a sudden death field goal. At 
the end of the season, the Oilers 


missed first place by one game. 

But in this case after the re- 
view of the tapes and the films, 
the NFL made a strange confes- 
sion. The officials indeed had 
goofed by depriving Houston its 
winning touchdown on the fum- 
ble. Cincinnati’s return man did 
have a foot in the air when the 
ball hit him. The result could not 
be reversed—but the Oilers did 
get a letter of apology from Pete 
Rozelle. 

The problem is not a new one 
for pro football in its eternal 
quest for perfection. Erroneous 
calls were made back in the 
leather-helmet era. But now they 
seem to be more frequent. 

The year before the Year of 
the Zebra a quick whistler de- 
prived the Bears of a touchdown, 
Again it was a popup fumble play 
and again the referee did not see 
it. The Bears lost the touchdown, 
the other team kept the ball and 
won by one point. The recipients 
of this largesse from an official’s 
blunder were Al Davis’ Oakland 
Raiders. 

In 1975, Rozelle fined four 
prominent football men—three of 
them owners—for criticizing the 
officials. Among them was Al 
Davis. 

The findings stemmed from a 
call against the Buffalo Bills in fa- 
vor of—yep—the Dolphins. Again 
it was a fumble—or a no-fumble— 
play. Again it was late-season 
with playoff positions in contest. 
In this game Buffalo had trailed 
21-0. But the Bills had rallied 
and were behind merely 24-21 in 
the fourth quarter. Miami had 
the ball in its own territory. Mer- 
cury Morris fumbled it as he hit 
the ground. Buffalo’s John Sko- 
rupan pounced on it. And the 
Bills had the ball with victory in 
sight, the playoffs calling them. 
Oops. No fumble. Head linesman 
Jerry Bergman said so. And 
when Bergman was elbowed by 
Buffalo’s Pat Toomay he tacked 
a 15-yard penalty on the Bills. 

Reborn, the Dolphins marched 
for a touchdown and won 31-21. 

Ralph Wilson, the erudite Buf- 
falo owner, spoke these words: 
“Tt was a rotten call that cost our 
team a chance for the Super 
Bowl . . . The official who made 
that call should be barred from 

(Continued on page 138) 
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- V@LU@BLE TIGHT ENDS 
By Larry Felser 


A National Football League 
scout whose frame of refer- 
ence stretches back to the time 
when face masks were considered 
a sign of physical timidity and 
George Halas was just beginning 
middle age, snorted when he lis- 
tened to all the speculation last 
spring about which team would 
end up with Earl Campbell, 
Texas’ sensational Heisman Tro- 
phy winner. 

“They’re arguing about the 
wrong man,” said the crusty old 
scout. “Campbell is a good run- 
ning back, but unless a good run- 
ning back gets with the right 
team, he’s wasted. 

“Look at Ricky Bell. Look at 
Chuck Muncie. For that matter, 
look at O. J. Simpson. 

“No, if my team had one of 
those first few picks, I wouldn’t 
be worrying about whether 
Campbell would be on the board 
or not, or whether I should take 
him. 

“Yd be thinking about some- 
one else.” 

Someone asked whom that 
might be. 

“Ken MacAfee. He'll help 
which ever team drafts him two 
ways and he’ll help them for the 
next 10 years.” 

Why MacAfee. 

“Because he’s a tight end. He’s 
in the mold of Russ Francis and 
Dave Casper, And no team goes 
very far without a great tight end 
these days. Take a look at the 
playoff teams last year.” 

The scout’s points have merit, 
if you stop to consider them. 

Bell was swallowed up behind 
Tampa Bay’s mediocre offensive 
line last year after the Bucca- 
neers had paid him a record 
amount of money for a rookie. 
Muncie has disappeared behind 
second-rate blocking in New Or- 
leans. 

And even Simpson, who has 
had Hall of Fame individual sta- 
tistics in Buffalo, participated in 


the playoffs only once so far in 
his career. 

“Tampa Bay needs receiving 
badly,” points out the old scout. 
“MacAfee could give it to them. 
He can catch the ball. But they 
need somebody to open some 
holes for Bell and MacAfee can 
give them that, too. He’s not 
only a top receiver but a 250- 
pound receiver who can block.” 

And the old scout is right 
about the playoff teams, too. 

Dallas, the Super Bow] cham- 
pion, has Billy Dupree, one of the 
NFL’s most underrated players, 
at tight end. Denver has the su- 
perb Riley Odoms. 

Dave Casper nearly put Oak- 
land in the Super Bowl by his 
own efforts. Washington got to 
the playofis after it signed an- 
other Dallas tight end, Jean Fu- 
gett, as a free agent. 


What the old scout, and his 
younger colleagues, seek out in 
tight ends when they scout the 
nation’s campuses is the most 
versatile big man on the field. 

The 1978 model tight end 
must have the strength and 
power to block 280-pound defen- 
sive tackles and middle lineback- 
ers who have size, quickness and 
ferocity. 

He must have the agility to es- 
cape the line of scrimmage in 
order to get into his pass routes. 
This involves fighting off the 
shoving, grasping and, yes, hold- 
ing tactics of linebackers and 
safeties. 

He must have skilled hands 
and intense concentration which 
surpass most of his teammates, 
since he’s the man the quarter- 
back is most likely to choose as a 
target on third-down situations. 


CLARK SHAUGHNESSY, coach of undefeated Stanford U in 1940 in Rose Bowl bid, 
meets with his aces—L to R standing—Hugh Gallarneaux, HB; Milt Vucinich, FB; 
Frank Albert, QB; Pete Knetovic, HB; Vic Lindskog, C; Kneeling—Stan Graff, E; 
Fred Meyer, E; Bruno Banducci, T; Dick Palmer, G; Charles Taylor, G; Ed Stamm, T. 


KEN MAC AFEE, 6-4 and 250 pounds of power, was first pick in the draft by the San Francisco 49ers, Ken can open up 
great big holes for the runners and as Notre Dame tight end in 1977, he caught 54 passes for 707 yards and six TD's. 


He must have wide-receiver 
speed in order to catch the 
game-breaking pass, as Casper 
did for Oakland in the playoff 
game against Baltimore last sea- 
son. 

If that profile had been sub- 
mitted to NFL scouts before Oc- 
tober of 1949, they would have 
considered the specifications to 
be for a machine rather than a 


man. 
Football historians are a tedi- 
ous, argumentative lot who 


bicker like fussy old professors 
of archaeology. Some of them 
maintain that tight ends pre-date 
World War II, maybe even the 
depression. 

They squabble about who was 
the innovator and who was the 
borrower, attempting to discredit 
one another’s theories. 

But one thing seems certain: 
The era of the tight end began on 
a Sunday afternoon in October in 
the Los Angeles Coliseum. 

It was a game between the 
Rams and the Chicago Bears. 
Clark Shaughnessy, whom many 
NFL people consider the Edison 
of Professional football, had been 
working on a problem and this 
was to be the date of his solution. 

Shaughnessy was a_ special 
coach for the Rams. He was in 


charge of research and develop- 
ment, as well as the instruction 
of players. 

The problem to be solved was 
the defense then current in the 
14-team NFL. In those days, just 
about every team played a 5-man 
line. The middle defender in the 
line was usually a huge man like 
Detroit’s 820-pound Les Binga- 
man or Bucko Kilroy of Philadel- 
phia, whom they called ‘The 
Choirboy.” 

The middle man was stationed 
over the opposing center. His 
function was to jam up traffic, 
congesting the area from guard 
to guard. The defenses used only 
two linebackers and they would 
jam the opposing wide receivers 
at the line of scrimmage. 

Jamming the offense was easy 
to do, since the conventional 
method of attacking that defense 
played right into the hands of the 
jammers. 

The backs were lined up in a 
“full house” formation—the full- 
back directly behind the T for- 
mation center and the halfbacks 
two arms’ lengths away from 
him. The ends were lined up al- 
most cheek-by-jowl with the of- 
fensive tackles. 

It was nearly a built-in traffic 
jam. 


Shaughnessy thought there 
wasabetter way. | 

Some offensive thinkers had 
tried to un-jam the traffic by 
using a man in motion. Shaugh- 
nessy thought motion was a half 
measure, 

What he wanted was to put 
the defense in a fixed position. 
With an area cleared out, a 
passing attack could probe for 
the big openings. The Rams had 
the right passing attack. Two 
quarterbacks on the roster, Norm 
Van Brocklin and Bob Water- 
field, later would be inducted 
into the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame. So would two of their 
other players, Elroy Hirsch and 
Tom Fears. 

Hirsch was a _ halfback in 
those days. Shaughnessy felt that 
he was being wasted in all those 
traffic jams. Hirsch’s nickname 
was “Crazy Legs,” and names 
like that need open spaces. 

Shaughnessy called a meeting 
of his offensive players the week 
before the Bears’ game and ex- 
plained his plan to them. 

One end, Fears, would be split 
out a few yards from the offen- 
sive tackle. He also would be 
dropped about a yard off the line 
of scrimmage. Hirsch would be 
brought from the backfield and 
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placed on the other side of the 
line from Fears. He, too, would 
be split several yards from the 
tackle. 

The conversion of Hirsch from 
halfback created what later was 
known as the “three-end sys- 
tem,” 

The third end was Bob Shaw, a 
tall, muscular former All-Ameri- 
ca basketball player from Ohio 
State. Shaughnessy stationed 
him between Hirsch and the tac- 
kle on the right side, split 
slightly away from that tackle. 

The historians may bicker 
about it, but the popular notion 
is that Shaw, now general man- 
ager of the Hamilton Tiger-Cats 
of the Canadian League, was the 
pioneer tight end. 

It would have been admirable 
drama if Los Angeles had won 
that first tight-end game. But 
Chicago was the winner. The 
Bears won on a late field goal by 
their rookie place kicker, George 
Blanda. 

“We lost, but the big news was 
Shaughnessy’s formation,’ re- 
membered Shaw. “The next sea- 
son, I was traded to the Chicago 
(now St. Louis) Cardinals. Curly 
Lambeau, the Cards’ head coach, 
was using man-in-motion, but 
he changed to the three-end sys- 
tem during the season,” 

The reason everyone was using 
it was because the formation had 
defeated the traffic jams. The de- 
fense was being spread out. 
With the defense in a fixed posi- 
tion, great quarterbacks such as 
Van Brocklin, Waterfield, Char- 
ley Conerly, Y. A. Tittle, Otto 
Graham and Bobby Layne could 
maneuver their racehorse receiv- 
ers. 

After Shaw came such speci- 
mens as Ron Kramer of Green 
Bay, Jim Mutscheller of Balti- 
more, Mike Ditka of Chicago, 
John Mackey of Baltimore, 
Jackie Smith of St. Louis and 
Charlie Sanders of Detroit. 

Shaw, who later coached some 
of the top receivers in the NFL 
as a longtime assistant, picks 
Sanders as the prototype tight 
end of the ’60s and early 70s. 

“He’s as good as anyone I saw 
during that time,” says the pi- 
oneer. 

Ditka, now Dallas’ receiver 
coach, says that Sanders’ hands 


made him the best “traffic” re- 
ceiver of the era. 

Sanders himself credits having 
played basketball in high school 
and college with preparing him 
for life among NFL linebackers 
and safeties. 

“A 235-pounder without agil- 
ity and maneuverability has no 
advantage at all as a pass re- 
ceiver,” he says, ‘““He’s just an- 
other tackle. But a guy that big 
with some basketball moves can 
lose a linebacker and then put 
himself in a one-on-one situation 
with a 185-pound strong safety. 

“That's an advantage.” 

Many tight ends have had bas- 
ketball backgrounds. 

Ditka was sixth man on his 
University of Pittsburgh team. 
Shaw was an All-America bas- 
ketball player at Ohio State as 
well as an All-America end. 
Kramer was an all Big 10 forward 
at Michigan. The Detroit Pistons 
drafted him in the second round. 

Oscar Roan, Cleveland’s tight 
end, played in the same UCLA 
freshman team as Bill Walton. 
Roan later transferred to SMU 
and concentrated on football. 

The only man to play both 
pro basketball and pro football 
in recent years was a rugged for- 
ward for the Minneapolis (now 
Los Angeles Lakers) of the NBA 
and the No. 2 receiver for Phila- 
delphia of the NFL. 

He’s coaching the Minnesota 
Vikings now. His name is Bud 
Grant. 

For a while, NFL teams 
scouted and drafted college bas- 
ketball stars who hadn’t even 
played football since their high 
school days. The scouts’ dreams 
revolved around an ideal player, 
something along the lines of 
George McGinnis, the Philadel- 
phia 76ers’ great forward who 
was a high school tight end in In- 
diana. 

But that prototype has been 
appearing more frequently on 
their gridiron than the basketball 
court. Now there are 15 tight 
ends. playing in the NFL who 
were drafted in the first round. 
Another dozen were drafted in 
the second or third rounds. 

Low-round or free agent tight 
ends make it less frequently than 
almost any other position. 

One exception is Cincinnati’s 
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Bob Trumpy, who was a 12th- 
round pick on the Bengals’ origi- 
nal draft list in 1969. But the 
man whom Cinci drafted as 
Trumpy’s successor, Michigan 
State’s Mike Cobb, was taken in 
the first round, 

New England Coach Chuck 
Fairbanks puts such a premium 
on tight ends that he plays them 
in clusters. 

When the Patriots got close to 
the goal line last season, Fair- 
banks used three tight ends at 
the same time. He lifted both 
wide receivers and played Al 
Chandler and rookie Don Hassel- 
beck in a normal, double tight- 
end formation. 

The regular tight end, Francis 
shifted to a flanker position, be- 
hind Hasselbeck. 

Consider some of the mis- 
matches the Pats got when they 
ran a halfback sweep behind the 
blocking of the 6-foot-6, 240- 
pound Francis, the 6-7, 240- 
pound Hasselbeck and the 6-4, 
235-pound fullback, Sam Cun- 
ningham. 

Oakland is another club which 
uses three tight ends. Warren 
Bankston, the Raiders’ special 
teams captain, lines up in the po- 
sition on the other end of the line 
from Casper and Ted Kwalick, 
the onetime all-pro from the San 
Francisco 49ers, plays the 
flanker. 

The complexion of Pittsburgh’s 
offense is changing as young Ben- 
nie Cunningham learns the busi- 
ness. Cunningham has_ been 
called a bigger, younger version 
of Mackey, who was voted the 
best NFL tight end of the 
league’s first half century. 

The Steelers used to employ a 
new tight end each season, or so 
it seemed. One year they used 
three different tight ends for var- 
ious situations. 

But last year, they switched 
ex-starter Larry Brown to offen- 
sive tackle, making room for 
Cunningham in the starting 
lineup. Bennie could put Pitts- 
burgh in the Super Bowl next 
January. 

Buffalo is another team which 
plans on improving itself with a 
renewed emphasis on the tight 
end—singular. 

Last year, the Bills just about 

(Continued on page 133) 
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NATIONAL | 
CONFERENCE 


DALLAS COWBOYS AGAIN DOMINATE NFC AS SEVEN COACHES TAKE OVER NEW CLUBS 


PREDICTIONS 
Eastern Division Central Division Westen Division 
1. Dallas 1. Minnesota 1. Los Angeles 
2. Washington 2. Chicago 2. San Francisco 
3. St. Louis 3. Detroit 3. Atlanta 
4. New York 4, Green Bay 4. New Orleans 
5. Philadelphia 5. Tampa Bay 


T he hangman smiles and Pete 
Rozelle frowns. 

“T don’t like to,see it,” says 
Rozelle, whose most precious 
duty is to protect the integrity 
and image of professional foot- 
ball. 

What he doesn’t like to see so 
much of is teams changing 
coaches all the time. Bad for the 
stability structure of the game. 

Never before had the hangman 
been so busy. 


There are 10 of the 28 teams 
in the National Football League 
with new coaches this year. Seven 
of these 10 are in the NFC. 
That’s a 50 percent turnover. 
This means that seven of the new 
teams are boasting the new coach- 
new approach slogan. It helps sell 
tickets, stir interest and it bog- 
gles the minds of the athletes. 
They pick up the new guy’s play- 
book and learn that a blue-brown 
Sally, which had been a safety 


blitz under the old regime, now is 
a fake field goal. The No. 1 hole 
of the line of scrimmage used to 
be off left tackle. Now it is over 
right guard. The quarterback has 
to unlearn the old before he can 
absorb the new. 

In the historic scramble of 
hiring and firing last December 
and January, it did not matter 
how the teams had fared. Once 
upon a time losing was an excuse 
for firing the coach. Now winning 
is just as good a reason for giving 
a coach the ziggy, as Joe Schmidt 
delightfully called canning the 
coach when with Detroit. 

Chuck Knox got it in Los An- 
geles. He had been a head coach 
five years and coached the Rams 
to five divisional titles. So far 
perfect. But he never got to the 
Super Bowl. Ziggy for Knox. 


O.J. SIMPSON, the NFL's premier run- 
ner, has shuffled off to the 49ers. 


JACK PARDEE, coach at Chicago for 
three years, now guides Washington. 
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By Jerry Green 


Sports columnist for Detroit 
News, Jerry Green. is veter- 
an observer of the Nation- 
al Football League activity. 
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ROGER STAUBACH directed Dallas 
to its second Super Bowl last year. 


George Allen had been in the 
playoffs five times in seven years 
in Washington. But he wanted 
more dough, even more power 
from the Redskins. Ziggy for 
Allen. 

Jack Pardee had been coach 
in Chicago only three years. He 
was greatly responsible for the 
Bears’ improvement. Last season 
he got them inte the playoffs for 
the first time in 14 years. He said 
he expected such a team would 
have better facilities for working 
and playing. Ziggy for Pardee. 

Don Coryell had achieved mir- 
acles in St. Louis. He had been 


the five years and won the first 
divisional titles for the Cardinals 
in three decades. He wanted a 
greater say in obtaining the per- 
sonnel for his team. Ziggy for 
Coryell. 

Losers got it, too. 

Tommy Hudspeth had coached 
a partial season, then a full one 
in Detroit, where the turnover is 
rapid. The Lions did not improve 
last year though they did not get 
worse. Ziggy for Hudspeth. 

Ken Meyer had been sum- 
moned very late in San Francisco, 
after Monte Clark refused to stay 
last year because his power- was 
removed. Meyer’s 49ers could not 
cope because of mass confusion 
and inferior talent in his only 
season. Ziggy for Meyer. 

Hank Stram had won in Kansas 
City and was expected to do the 
same with his innovative meth- 
ods in New Orleans. He was to 
be a Messiah for the Saints, but 
in his second season Stram’s team 
fell below the club’s average of 


*3.6 victories per season. Ziggy for 


Stram. 

Seven ziggies for seven men. 

The NFC owners showed un- 
usual imagination in their mass 
hirings. 

George Allen, whom the Rams 
once tried to ziggy, couldn’t, then 
had jumped to Washington, re- 
turned cross-continent to Los 
Angeles. 

Pardee, dissatisfied in Chicago, 
replaced Allen in Washington. 

Neill Armstrong, long on Bud 
Grant’s staff in Minnesota, re- 
placed Pardee in Chicago. 

Bud Wilkinson, at 61, out of 
coaching 14 years, last associated 
with football as a college TV an- 
alyst, replaced Coryell in St. 
Louis. 

Monte Clark, who had told the 
49ers to stuff it because they 
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TOM LANDRY has been the only coach 


drained his authority, replaced 
Hudspeth in Detroit. 

Pete McCulley, who had been 
an obscure assistant on the Wash- 
ington staff, replaced Meyer in 
San Francisco. 

Dick Nolan, another former 
head coach of the 49ers and most 
recently an assistant with the 
Saints, replaced Stram in New 
Orleans. ‘ 

For the record, Coryell, Meyer, 
Hudspeth and Stram did not get 
new head coaching jobs. But they 
must be regarded as candidates 
next time the hangman plays his 
fiendish games. 
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Chuck Knox, whom the Lions 
wanted and couldn’t get a year 
ago, tried hard again to get the 
Detroit job. This time the Rams 
wanted to unload him. This time 
the Lions ignored his pleas, went 
for Clark. Knox completed the 
package by going to the Buffalo 
Bills. 

Through all the shuffle, Tom 
Landry smiled that tiny, amused 
smile of his. Tom’s Cowboys re- 
turned the NFC to the victor’s 
side in the Super Bowl. The NFC 
had lost five of these Super Bowl 
spectacles in a row to the AFC. 
It had lost eight of the previous 
nine. 

No wonder Tom Landry smiled. 

Besides he didn’t get the ziggy. 
He has survived 18 seasons of 
coaching ONLY the Cowboys. 
He is the ONLY coach the cham- 
pionship club has ever had. 

But Dallas’ victory over Den- 
ver in Super Bowl XII could give 
only a false joy to the long 
downtrodden NFC, 

The Cowboys, in truth, are the 
only NFC team which belongs 
among pro football’s elite. The 
NFC still lacks the balanced ex- 
cellence which makes the AFC 
superior. 

None besides Dallas in the 
NFC can match teams such as 
the Broncos, the Raiders, the 
Colts, the Steelers, the Dolphins, 
the Bengals, the Patriots. The 
Cowboys, as proven in all calcu- 
lations, are the best team in pro 
football. But also they are the 
only NFC team among pro foot- 
ball’s top eight. 

The Vikings, as it has been 
said for years, are too, too de- 
crepit. This has been proven in 
other Super Bowls and most re- 
cently against the Cowboys. The 
Rams are in some sort of state— 
perhaps flux—that they cannot 
win playoff games they ought to. 
That is why George Allen is back 
in LA; stripped as he is of the 
autocratic powers he considers 
normal. 

Seven new coaches, but the 
NFC’s most prized addition is 
an athlete. 

The NFC now again has the 
foremost name athlete in Ro- 
zelle’s Realm. O.J. Simpson will 
run this season for the 49ers. 
San Francisco got him for a pile 
of draft choices turned over to 
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CHUCK KNOX (left), a winner at Los Angeles, is the new Coach at Buffalo. 


coach Chuck Knox in Buffalo. 

Simpson adds glamor to a 
conference which has lately de- 
veloped glamorful runners, such 
as a Walter Payton of the Bears 
and a Tony Dorsett of the Cow- 
boys. 

But O.J. comes to the NFC— 
and returns to his old hometown 
—with a suspect knee. There has 
to be some doubt now. 

This deal is so similar to the 
image coup the NFC believed it 
had pulled off last year. Then the 
Rams brought to the NFC Joe 


Namath. Namath had been the 


symbol of the old American Foot- 
ball League. He had been the 
man who had started the long 
years of success of the Ameri- 
cans in the Super Bowls. 

He came over damaged—much 
more damaged than The Juice. 
He played the first few games, 
was found so rusty, so wanting, 
he spent the last two months of 
the season on the Rams’ bench. 
He went out with cobwebs on 
him. 

So the NFC continues in a 
pitiful way to seek a_ better 
image. 

The NFC still lacks the 
younger star quarterbacks of pro 
football. Most of them are in the 
AFC. Most of those in the NFC 
are on the shady side of 30. This 
is where the NFC falls in its per- 
ennial efforts to regain the old 
pride, the old romance. 

Even so, Roger Staubach at 
age 36 ranks as the King of the 


Quarterbacks. This is Dallas’ 
strength of its many strengths. 

Elsewhere in the NFC there 
are many questions about quar- 
terbacks. 

New coaches tend to desire 
new quarterbacks. 

In Washington it is young Joe 
Theismann vs. the aging, gutty, 
nearly 39 Billy Kilmer. 

In Minnesota, it is youthful 
Tommy Kramer against 38-year- 
old Francis Tarkenton, a former 
King of the QBs, who was felled 
midway through last season. 

In Green Bay it is young David 
Whitehurst vs. oft-injured Lynn 
Dickey. 

In Tampa Bay it is Mike Bo- 
ryla vs. Gary Huff, vs. Randy 
Hedberg vs. Jeb Blount. 

In Atlanta it is Scott Hunter 
vs. fragile Steve Bartkowski. 

In New York, it is Joe Pisar- 
cik vs. Jerry Golsteyn. 

If the star-system prevailed in 
pro football—and it does—the 
bulk of the NFC quarterbacks 
would be obscure bit players Off- 
Broadway. 

So it is that the Cowboys will 
be the dominant NFC team again 
in 1978. They have a marked 
superiority in manpower and in 
organization. They also have the 
best publicized—and perhaps the 
prettiest—cheerleaders. 

The NFC East offers them 
scant competition against the 
Cowboys’ plans to go to the play- 
offs for the 11th time in 12 
years. 


The Redskins of Pardee have 
oodles of talent, and oodles of 
problems. But it will be calmer 
in Washington now with Pardee 


and it will be saner. Pardee 
knows coaching, but returns to 
Washington as a coach lacking 
real flair. For a political compari- 
son, it is reminiscent of a Gerald 
Ford assuming the position of a 
Richard Nixon. There will be 
competence, of course, but no- 
thing flashy. 

Bud Wilkinson will be heavily 
examined in St. Louis, where 
there was trenchant bickering in 
years past. The Cardinals may 
be the most poorly managed team 
of the Realm. They seem to prove 
it every year. Can a 61-year-old 
coach who has been away from 
football 14 years and never ever 
was in pro football win in the 
NFL? Does he belong in the 
NFL? It will be a very interest- 
ing study in St. Louis. But then 
it always is. > 

The Giants and Eagles, long 
the dungeon clubs in the East, 
figure to remain fixed in their 
annual battle for fourth. 

It is certainly more interesting 
in the Central and Western NFC 
Divisions. 

For years now people have 
been expecting the Vikings to 
wither away. They haven’t for a 
couple of basic reasons. These 
reasons prevail again and they 
should win their 10th title in 11 
years. The foremost reason for the 
Vikings’ dominance for the last 


GEORGE ALLEN (left), the Rams’ new 
coach, and owner CARROLL ROSEN- 
BLOOM (above) will try and win 
another NFC West title before 
dynamic GM JOE THOMAS (right) 
builds a big winner at San Francisco. 


several years has been the bal- 
anced weakness and inertia of 
the other teams in the Central. 
This is the poorest of pro foot- 
ball’s. division. It long ago 
stopped being Black and Blue 
and became pink and blue. 

The Vikings, even with their 
great age, are sounder than the 
Bears and Lions. 

The Bears are a team close to 
assuming the lead in this divi- 
sion. But not yet. Too many 
places are threadbare. Not 
enough stability. 

Monte Clark was shocked with 
the dearth of talent in Detroit. 
With powers granted him in a 
total change of the Lions’ man- 
agement philosophies, he seems 
likely to build himself a conten- 
der. But it will take time, two or 
three years. 

Green Bay, meanwhile, never 
has advanced since Bart Starr 


was brough back with the 
mandate that he should be 
Vince Lombardi reincarnated. 


Starr could even be in trouble in 
old Green Bay. 

To this accumulation of medi- 
ocre to weak teams, the Central 
last year was joined by the Tam- 
pa Bay Buccaneers. The Bucs of 
John McKay go into the 1978 
schedule with the NFC Central’s 
longest winning streak. Two vic- 
tories. After 0 for 26, 

It is a documentary 1. of the 
NFC Central Division; 2. of the 
NFC asa whole. 

In the West, there will be 


much spice as George Allen’s 


Rams do _ battle with Joe 
Thomas’ 49ers bolstered by O.J. 
Allen says for the first time in 
his coaching career he does not 
show up with the need to do a 
rebuilding job. That is true and 
the Rams could even make it to 
the Super Bowl. 

They'd better hurry. Joe 
Thomas, though disliked for his 
methods by so many in pro foot- 
ball, is a franchise builder. The 
49ers will be torn down and re- 
built to excellence with McCulley 
handling the coaching and 
Thomas telling him what to do. 

The Falcons are getting better. 
Leeman Bennett did the best 
coaching job in the NFC last 
year. He is no longer the un- 
known coach of pro football. But 
there still is quite a jump be- 
tween the Falcons and the Rams. 

The Saints in their entire his- 
tory have never made a dent. 
Dick Nolan, who had been a win- 
ner, will suffer just as Stram did. 

After the elongated 16-game 
schedule and with a new wild 
card entrant in the playoffs, the 
result should look the same in 
the NFC. 

That is the Cowboys beating 
back the Rams and Vikings to 
go again to the Super Bowl. 
There the Cowboys have the 
capacities to take care of them- 
selves against any of the rest of 
pro football’s elite from the AFC 
—the Raiders, the Broncos, the 
Colts, the Dolphins. 
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IT'S ALWAYS FOOTBALL SEASON 


With the Game Fans Have Loved for 20 Years— 
THE APBA PRO LEAGUE FOOTBALL GAME 


“to the true football . . . buff, APBA games are little short of Nirvana." 


A self-serving statement like this one shouldn't surprise you since, after all, you are reading 
an advertisement. What might surprise you is the source—an August 19, 1969 article in the 


Wall Street Journal. (And we've greatly improved the game since then.) 


You'll probably come across ads for other football games in this magazine, but you're not 
likely to see the same kind of unsolicited praise from such a prestigious source. 


COACH THE PRO TEAMS YOURSELF! 


The APBA Pro League Football Game includes all 28 teams, with 32 individual players’ cards repre- 
senting each club. This totals 896 cards in all, and even more cards are available if you wish to expand 
your rosters. (Numerous teams from past seasons can be purchased as well.) So you can coach any and 
all of the big-league pro teams, and have the depth to do it properly. 

As coach, you select the starters in both platoons and decide when to substitute. (In fact, player injuries, 
one of the many true-to-life facets of the game, may force you to substitute more often than you like.) You 
call the plays on offense and set your defense when your opponent has the ball. And there are provisions 
for you to play the game alone, coaching both teams. Many fans replay entire season schedules this way. 


APBA FOOTBALL IS HABIT-FORMING 


To say that APBA fans are enthusiastic is an understatement. 


SEND FOR FREE SAMPLE CARD NOW! 


For a FREE sample of one of the 896 player cards contained 


The Wall Street Journal article quoted above notes the case of 
an Ohio businessman who “refused transfer (and promotion) 
until his company assured him his new district had a flourishing 
APBA football league.’ It also describes another fan who 
elected to remain single rather than marry and surrender some 
of his APBA playing time. We're not claiming your devotion to 
APBA will become quite so extreme, but we're betting you'll like 
it—and like it a lot. 
JUST LIKE REAL PRO FOOTBALL 

APBA Football will amaze you with ifs realism in every 
phase of pro play: 
e@ Rushing—you'll find your running backs averaging almost 
exactly the same yardage per carry as they did in real-life. 
@ Passing—your quarterbacks will complete nearly the same per- 
centage of their throws, and they'll be just as prone to inter- 
ceptions as they were during the season (and on defense, your 
top interceptors will also be the actual pro leaders). 
@ Kicking—your punters and place kickers will be just as effec- 
tive (or ineffective) as they were in league play. 
@ Penalties—no team can avoid them forever, and you'll oc- 
casionally be frustrated to see a long gain wiped out. 
@ And much more, including a blitz option, a time-out option 
and an onside kick option. 


in the current edition of APBA Football, along with a full-colar 
brochure describing the game in detail, simply fill out and mail 
the coupon below. Don't delay! We'll send you the card and 
brochure immediately and you'll be under NO OBLIGATION, 

Don't buy another football game without checking our bro- 
chure! We think you'd be cheating yourself. 


APBA GAME COMPANY, INC. © 1978 
1001-11F MILLERSVILLE ROAD @ LANCASTER, PA. 17604 


APBA GAME CO., INC. 
1001-11F Millersville Road 
Lancaster, Pa. 17604 


Please rush me FREE sample player card and 17" x 12” 


full-color brochure. | understand | will be under NO OBLI- 
| GATION. 


Name 
Address City 
State Zip 
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REE to PRO FOOTBALL FANS 


The SPORTS ENCYCLOPEDIA: PRO FOOTB 
(Volumes | & Il)—a $25.00 Retail Value < 
YOURS FREE with a subscription to 


pro football weekly 


Savings up to 67% off the newsstand price are also available to 
new & renewal subscribers under the terms of this special offer. 


The Total Information Package 
for Today's Pro Fan 


Pro Football Weekly brings. together 
under one cover what would require at 
least a half-dozen other sources to 
match. You can pay less, you can pay 
much more—but nowhere else can you 
get the comprehensive game coverage 
and total forecasting service that PFW, 
and only PFW, brings. 


e Full Game Coverage: from ist pre- 
season game through Super Bow! XIII. 


® Action Photos: shot exclusively each 
week. Unavailable elsewhere! 


* Most Complete Statistics: every 
game, team, individual pacesetters. 


® In-depth Team Reports & Analysis: 
only PFW has a writer assigned to 
each of the 28 teams. 


* Rosters, Transactions, and Injury 
Reports: Exciusive-Updated Weekly. 


* Comprehensive LOOKING AHEAD 
Sections: next week's opponents 
matched-up side-by-side. 


e Respected HANDICAPPER'S 
CORNER: weekly PFW Best Bets ran 
ahead of many expensive services. 


e Super Columnists: 12 of the best- 
known, most knowledgeable football 
writers in the country. 


* Coverage of Minor Leagues and 
Canadian Football: only in PFW. 


e Complete Draft Coverage: including 
the authoritative PFW Rating System. 


Pro Football Weekly is published 30 
times ayear, and sells on the newsstand 
for $2.00/copy. By subscribing direct 
you get both the FREE two-volume 
SPORTS ENCYCLOPEDIA and BIG 
SAVINGS over the single-copy price. A 
1-year subscription costs only $29.00, a 
52% Savings over the single copy price 
of $60.00. You save even more on 
longer term subscriptions. 


Try Pro Football Weekly today! You'll 
find every claim made in this ad to be 
true! PFW's UNCONDITIONAL 
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE assures 
your complete satisfaction. 


EXTRA BONUS GIFT 

AT NO EXTRA COST 
Enclose payment with your order (thus 
saving the cost of billing you) and re- 


ceive an Extra Bonus Gift free—the 64- 
page 1978 Pro Football Predictor (a 
$3.00 value). You get a proven system 
for picking winners, and week-by-week 


The Authority 
on Professional 
Football 


GUARANTEED POSTAL DELIVERY: 
New system guarantees your weekly 
copy will arrive by Thursday of each 
week. But, if you: are troubled by poor 
postal service, your paper will be sent by 
First Class mail at no extra charge. 


UNCONDITIONAL MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE: If for any reason you are 
not completely satisfied with Pro Foot- 
ball Weekly, a full refund on the remain- 
ing portion of your subscription will be 
sent on request. THE SPORTS ENCY- 
CLOPEDIA: PRO FOOTBALL is yours 
to keep. 


ee : = 


ea 
pro football weekly 


2800 West Peterson 
Chicago, Ill. 60659 


NO FOOTBALL FAN 
CAN BE WITHOUT IT 


ALL _ : 
~ pocycopedi J _— = = ‘| 
=~ encyeionedi 


1978 Two-Volume Edition 

Most Comprehensive Encyclopedic 
History of Professional Football Available 
* Covers Football History from 1895 to Super Bow! XII. 


© Special 50-page Photo-illustrated Section on the 1977 
= Season Included. 


* Contains Previously Unpublished Material from the 
Early Days of the NFL (1920-1933). 


e All the facts and figures on Every team, Every player, 
Every year, Every Championship Game . . . from 1920 
through the 1977 season. All-Time Leaders. 


® More than 100,000 words of Year-by-Year and 
Team-by-Team Narrative History. 


e Both Volumes are published in 8¥2"x11" oversized 
editions (total of 688 pages). The SPORTS 

ENCYCLOPEDIA: PRO FOOTBALL retails for $25.00 

... it's YOURS FREE when you subscribe to 

Pro Football Weekly. 


pro football weekly 


4 INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTION OFFER A8116 
X Pro Football Weekly 2800 West Peterson * Chicago, Illinois 60659 
() YES, enter my subscription to Pro Football Weekly for the term Check one 
i indicated to the right, | understand that | receive. absolutely free, () 1-year (30 issues) for only $29.00, a BIG 52% Sav- 
a the $25 00 two-volume SPORTS ENCYCLOPEDIA: PRO FOOT- ings over the single-copy price of $60.00. 
BALL with my subscription to PFW. | accept the Unconditional C) 2 years (60 issues) for only $53.00, a BIGGER 56% 
i Money-Back Guarantee with its full refund on all unmailed issues Savings over the single-copy price of $60.00. 
1 should | not be completely satistied The ENCYCLOPEDIAismine —_[)_ 5 years (150 issues) for only $98.00, a SUPER 67% 
: to keep even if | decide to cancel my subscription Savings over the single-copy price of $300.00. 
Check one: New [) Renewal 
i Name = es Check one 
a [| enclose payment. Send the SPORTS ENCY- 
CLOPEDIA to me immediately, and include as a 
i Address” a BONUS GIFT the 1976 Pro Football Predictor. 
(© Please Bill Me Later. | understand that upon pay- 
- _— a = ment of the invoice the SPORTS ENCYCLOPEDIA 
City State Zip will be sent to me 
[) Charge my credit card, | get both the SPORTS EN- 
BO Ido not ey woh Beate re hy at please send me the CYCLOPEDIA and the 1978 Pro Football Predictor. 
two-volume SPORTS ENCYCL! 1A: (0 FOOTBALL | en- P 
a close $25.00 plus $1.95 to cover postage and handling F) 'Masier Charge Oj BankAmericard/VISA 
i Exp. Dale —— - 
i FOR INSTANT SERVICE: Call Toll-Free 800-621-8318 
Operators on hand 24 hours/day * Credit Card Orders Only Card No 


Whe ce ee CLIP & MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY mem me Om mS OO 


‘eo 8 8 8 ee he Ue UG 
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PREDICTION Ist 


{ bes Landry stands on the side- 
lines in his Fedora, stoic, icy, 
a figure familiar in every Ameri- 
can household where television is 
tuned to football on Sunday. 

There have been occasions 
when he was the object of seeth- 
ing ridicule. Duane Thomas, who 
played for Landry, once attacked 
the man with scurrilous charges. 
“He is a plastic man—no man at 
all,” said Thomas. 

Don Meredith, who was his 
quarterback when the success be- 
gan long ago in Dallas, has jested 
about him to TV _ audiences. 
“Smile, Tom,” says Dandy as 
Landry’s expressionless mug 
flashes on the screen. “Oh you 
are smiling.” 

Now Landry has survived long- 
er than the coaches on every team 
in professional football. He is not 
classified with the greatest 
coaches in the history of profes- 
sional football. But yet he has a 
greatness and he might well be 
the very best who ever coached in 
the pros. He does not get such 
recognition because his person- 
ality does have a plastic quality. 
But that he is no man at all 
is untrue. He is a man, he is 
tough, he is durable, he works 
within the best meshed organi- 
zation in the league. 

Eighteen years ago when he 
himself was a rookie coach in 
Dallas, Vince Lombardi was a 
beginner himself in Green Bay. 

George Halas had many years 
left of coaching in Chicago. 

Paul Brown was at that time 
the only coach the Cleveland 
Browns had ever had. ; 

Don Shula had just gotten into 
the business as a young assistant 
coach, 

George Allen was not yet him- 
self a head coach. 

The game has undergone many, 
many shockwave changes since 
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DALLAS COWBOYS 


Tom Landry’s first day as a pro 
head coach. 

Now he is still there with an 
ambitious—and also realistic goal. 
He yearns to do something no 
other coach has done before him. 

“Being the first team to win 
three Super Bowls becomes a No. 
1 challenge,” he said. 

It is a noble goal. Such an 
achievement would bring Landry 
the respect he has, for some rea- 
son, never received. 

With the best personnel in pro 
football and with his coaching, 
there is no reason the Cowboys 
should not be first to win a third 
Super Bowl. 

Oh, there is one reason. As 
pointed out by Landry himself. 

“In returning to a level that 
won it for us last year, stress will 
come from the problem of com- 
placency,” Landry said. 

Complacency! It is more terri- 
fying to a football coach than a 
siege of injuries. It is more dan- 
gerous than a strenuous schedule. 
It is a greater pitfall than an 
insurrection in the locker room. 
It is an insidious malady that 
can paralyze an excellent football 
team until it becomes sick and 
ordinary. 

“Tt can occur as an uncon- 
scious, relaxation-type thing 
which seems to take place on a 
team after you win. This is what 
we'll have to fight to return to 
the Super Bowl.” 

It is a crippling disease a coach 
can see and tries to prevent. But 
when it strikes, he is helpless. 

It must be prevented before it 
strikes—and all Landry can do 
is warn his athletes, cajole them, 
control them. If he does, he de- 
serves the credit. 

Throughout the years—their 11 
playoff seasons in the last 12— 
the Cowboys have replenished 
aging personnel with intelligent 
organization. The team which 
won the last Super Bowl in a 15-2 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


TOM LANDRY, Coach. 
Assistants: Ermal Allen, Ernie 
Stautner, Jim Myers, Jerry 
Tubbs, Bob Ward, Mike Ditka, 
Gene Stallings, Dan Reeves. 


season is generally a young team. 
Hight starters have played pro 
only three years. Behind the 
other, older players are outstand- 
ing younger men awaiting oppor- 
tunity. Through shrewdness, the 
Cowboys have been able to draft 
better than the other NFC clubs 
despite continued winning. 

The young depth amassed by 


TONY DORSETT scores Super Bowl’s 
first touchdown with two-yard run. 
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STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


ROGER STAUBACH is 36 years old, but he is extremely agile for his age. 


Dallas now becomes more im- 
portant in Landry’s scheme. 

The new 16-game season ap- 
peals to the spectators and the 
owners—but not the coaches. 

“The schedule is going to be 
tougher, no doubt, and it will be 
tougher for all contending teams 
because the good teams will be 
playing each other more,” Landry 
said with reason. 

His Cowboys must play out- 
side-division games against the 
Colts, Rams, Vikings, Dolphins 
and Patriots. Quite rugged. 

“Since the new schedule has 
put teams on a more-equal basis,” 
Landry said, “I think it will have 
a greater effect than most people 
think. 


“Depth is going to be very im-- 


portant this year because of the 
extra games. I don’t believe teams 
can play through the year with- 
out some injury damage to their 
team somewhere along the way. 
“Coming off our Super Bowl 
win, another major goal for the 
Cowboys in ’78 must be in re- 
lationship to the number of times 
we’ve been to the Super Bowl and 
to the number of times we’ve won. 
“Going into 1977 we didn’t 
really feel we were going to be as 
strong as we showed in the play- 
offs or in the Super Bowl, main- 
ly because of the number of key 
changes that had to be made 
prior to the start of the year. 
“The young players who step- 
ped into the defense were espe- 
cially important to our success.” 


Still, the Cowboys swing 
around Roger Staubach. Landry 
is ultracautious in talking about 
his quarterback because Roger is 
so vital. 

“Whether or not he’ll continue 
at a high performance level and 
how long he will is still a question 
mark,” is Landry’s guarded com- 
ment. ‘He's 36 and after you pass 
that 35-year-old mark you can 
start to level out pretty quickly.” 

Staubach did rank atop the 
passers last year. And doubtless, 
Landry wishes Roger would stick 
to passing and curb his natural 
instinct to run with the football. 
Staubach is fragile. He did go 
down for a while during'the Super 
Bowl. An injury this year could 
be disastrous. 

The Cowboys are extremely 
high on Danny White, the back- 
up. Landry even talks—from the 
experience of other quarterback 
situations in his 18 years—of the 
possibility White would want to 
make a move elsewhere to play 
regularly. But actually, White re- 
mains potential, and he has not 
been proven in the NFL. 

The Cowboys long have been 
blessed with magnificent running 
backs. Potentially, Tony Dorsett 
could be the best they ever ran. 
Though he didn’t start until the 
middle of his rookie year, Dor- 
sett became a Thousand-Yard 
runner his first season. Nonethe- 
less, Landry jabs at Dorsett in 
what obviously is a psychological 
manner. Landry’s public words 
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came out as though Dorsett had 
a lousy rookie year. 

“Tony Dorsett’s performance 
last year was average for him,” 
Landry said. “He played much on 
instinct. He was trying to learn 
our system and was hurt quite a 
bit. The latter is a critical point 
for Tony. 

“Tf he’s willing to work hard 
enough all year, prepare himself 
physically, then it’s unlimited 
what he might do. If he doesn’t 
prepare as strong as a running 
back needs to, then he could be 
hurt a lot again. He’s very much 
capable of gaining a lot more than 
the 1000 yards he had in ’77, and 
with the 16-game schedule and an 
injury-free year, he should be in 
the 1500-yard area.” 

It seems like that was Landry’s 
anticomplacancy speech No. 1. 

In tandem with Dorsett, the 
Cowboys have Robert Newhouse, 
an under-recognized power run- 
ner who is always dependable. 

There is the running depth 
other clubs envy—Preston Pear- 
son, Doug Dennison, Larry Brin- 


DREW PEARSON was the Cowboys’ 
premier pass receiver during 1977. 


son, Charlie Young, Scott Laid- 
law. 

The receivers—brilliant, spec- 
tacular, deadly. Drew Pearson, 
Golden Richards, Butch Johnson 
specialize in spectacular catches. 
They are extraordinary, a pleas- 
ure for Staubach to throw to, a 
delight for Landry to coach. Be- 
hind them there is the potentially 
talented Tony Hill. Dallas is 
never just one-deep at any skill 
spot. 

At tight end, the Cowboys a 
likewise blessed with the skilled, 
tough Billy Joe DuPree. He is 
backed by the aggressive Jay 
Saldi, Landry’s play bearer to 
Staubach. 

“The biggest concern in 1978,” 
said Landry, “is the offensive line 
because Ralph Neely has retired 
and Rayfield Wright, whom we 
had hoped to have back from 
knee surgery by midseason in ’77, 
never really came back strong 
enough to be a factor. 

“Tf Rayfield comes through for 
us again and returns to form, 
don’t have as big a problem. Los- 
ing two of our first string tackles, 
ones who have played for a lot of 
years, would be critical.” 

Pat Donovan filled in expertly 


BOB BRUENIG took over as Dallas’ 
middle linebacker last season and did 
a respectable job filling the hole. 


TOM HENDERSON grabbed a can 
of Orange Crush after Super Bowl 
and crushed it in his bare hands. 
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for a youngster in Wright’s place 
throughout the Super Bowl sea- 
son. If Wright is better, Donovan 
will shift from the right tackle to 
the left side as Neely’s successor. 

The offensive line has been 
done over through the years. It is 
now the youngest part of the 
offense. But it supplies tight pro- 
tection for Staubach and ample 
holes for Dorsett. 

Tom Rafferty has developed 
into an outstanding guard as suc- 
cessor to Blaine Nye, who retired 
before last season. Herbert Scott 
does well at the other guard and 
John Fitzgerald is a strong, posi- 
tive force at center. One thing, 
he is accurate hiking the ball 
through the air to Staubach when 
the Cowboys go to the shotgun 
formation on third downs. In re- 
serve the Cowboys have Burton 
Lawless, Andy Frederick and 
Jim Cooper on the line. 

The defense has been a total 
force for the Cowboys in their 
transition from an ancient team 
to a young club while still win- 
ning. Gone now are such as Bob 
Lilly, Lee Roy Jordan, Mel Ren- 
fro from the old Doomsday De- 
fense. But through the wise talent 
spotting of Gil Brandt the Cow- 


FOLLOW THE SUPER BOWL CHAMPIONS!!! 


SUBSCRIBE TO THE 
DALLAS COWBOYS WEEKLY 


There’s only one place to get exclusive, inside 
coverage of the Super Bow! XII Champions 
... and that’s in the pages of the DALLAS 
COWBOYS WEEKLY. 


Now entering its fourth year as the official 
publication of the team, the DALLAS COW- 
BOYS WEEKLY is must reading for Cowboy 
fans around the country. 


Your subscription will bring you 32 big is- 
sues each year: 26 weekly issues (from train- 
ing camp to the Super Bowl), and 6 monthly 
issues (February through June). 


In the DALLAS COWBOYS WEEKLY you’ll find: 
¢ The “Ask Tex Schramm’ Column 
* Famous Cowboys Cheerleaders photo-section 
* Inside post-game reports from the locker room 
¢ Five pages of game-action photos 

* The “Cowboy Confidential’ Report 
e In-depth personality player features 


; A one-year subscription (32 big issues) costs only 
* Scouting reports on the next opponent 


$11.95, a 25% Savings over the single-copy news- 


¢ Comprehensive Statistics 


The DALLAS COWBOYS WEEKLY now has over 
50,000 subscribers. It’s the only place to really get to 
know the Cowboys. Act now and send for your own 
subscription to the WEEKLY. Get in on all the 1978 
Dallas Cowboys Action!! 


stand price of $16.00. 


A two-year subscription (64 issues) costs even less— 
just $19.95, an even Bigger Savings of 38% over the 
single-copy price. 

You can send a personal check, money order, or 
charge your Master Charge or BankAmericard/VISA. 


g INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


ff The DALLAS COWBOYS WEEKLY 
§ 6116 North Central Expressway * Dallas, Texas 75206 


dp] 
YW 


L) YES, I want to follow the Super Bowl Champions in 1978! | want to get in on all 
upcoming Dallas Cowboys Action! Enter my subscription for the term indicated. | have enclosed 
payment with my order (or charged my credit card). 


Check One: 


Check One: 
| ae as 
C1) lenclose payment with this order. 


] 1-year (32 issues) for only $11.95, a savings of 
25% over the single-copy price. 

[] 2-years (64 issues) for only $19.95, a savings of 
38% over the single-copy price. 


() Charge my credit card: 
() BankAmericard/VISA 
{] Master Charge 


: Check here if this is a renewal: (] Card No. 
i Expiration Date: 
4 
i 
| 
| 
| Name 
i Address 
a 
i City State Zip 


Leases me eee ee eee eee 


EFREN HERRERA kicked 18 field goals in ‘77 and was Dallas’ top scorer. 


boys come up with successors. 

Ed (Too Tall) Jones and Har- 
vey Martin make it hell for oppos- 
ing passers with their outside 
rush. Randy White has turned 
into a magnificent player inside 
in consort with the lone oldtimer, 
Jethro Pugh. The defensive line 
is purely awesome. And, in their 
typical fashion, the Cowboys 
went into the draft intending that 
it become better in the future. 
Their top draft choice was Larry 
Bethea, a young giant lineman 
out of Michigan State. The day 
will come when he batters the 
other teams’ passers. For reserve 
veterans now the Cowboys have 
Larry Cole and Bill Gregory on 
the line. 

The linebacking was reshuffled 
last year and became a cohesive 
unit which should improve. Two 
men were new starters in the 
Super Bowl season. Bob Breunig 
moved into the middle, where 
Jordan had been a dynamite 
leader for an eternity. The tough 
Tom Henderson became the 
strongside backer with opportun- 
ist D.D. Lewis remaining on the 
weakside. It was Henderson, who 
after the Super Bowl victory over 
Denver, took a can of Orange 
Crush—and crushed it in his bare 
hands. 

While the linebacking unit was 
66.7 percent new last year, Lan- 


dry was developing for the future. 
He has in reserve now Mike Heg- 
man, Bruce Huther and Guy 
Brown. 

This year the reshuffle will be 
done in the secondary, at corner- 
back. At safety, Cliff Harris and 


1977 LEADERS AND NFC RATINGS 
SCORING—Herrera, 93 points on 38 
XP, 18 field goals ek 
RUSHING—Dorsett, 208 carries for 
1007 yds., 4.8 Avg. 12 TDs .... 
PASSING—Staubach, 210 of 361 at- 
tempts for 2620 yds., 18 TDs . . Ast 
RECEIVING—D. Pearson, 48 recep- 
tions for 870 yds., 18.1 Avg.,2 TDs. 3rd 
INTERCEPTIONS—Harris, 5 for 7 yds., 

1.4 Avg. ..... Ves euiah 
PUNTING—D, White, 80 punts, 39.6 
Avg., longest 57 yds. .......... 4 
PUNT RETURNS—Johnson, 50 for 423 
VaR se LANE oe ee Fe eve 7th 


5th 


2nd 
4th 


8th 


Pre-season Games 

5 SAN FRANCISCO (N) 
12 AT Denver 7 pm 

19 HOUSTON (N) 

26 PITTSBURGH (N) 


Aug. 


1978 SCHEDULE 1977 Scores 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


Charlie Waters are the best tan- 
dem in the NFC. Both have been 
All-Pro, a rarity Landry himself 
points out. 

Renfro’s departure leaves a 
gap at the corner. But Benny 
Barnes knows the position and 
young Aaron Kyle should be fully 
developed by now. 

Dallas was one of the pioneer 
teams in stressing the kicking 
game. Efren Herrera is OK as a 
field goal man, though Landry 
wishes he would have a little more 
leg. Danny White doubles as the 
punter—and he has developed 
into an expert at the old art of 
the coffin corner kick. And White 
also is a threat to run the odd 
time and make it from punt for- 
mation. 

Complacency could happen, as 
Landry warned. Don’t all the 
other coaches wish that were 
their only problem? 


COWBOYS’ VETERAN ROSTER 


Sept. 4 BALTIMORE (N) _— 
10 AT N.Y. Giants 24-10 
17 AT Los Angeles —_— 
24 ST. LOUIS 3 pm 17-24 
Oct. 2 AT Washington (N) 14-7 
8 N.Y. GIANTS 41-21 
15 AT St. Louis 30-24 
22 PHILADELPHIA 24-14 
26 MINNESOTA (N) 16-10 
Nov. 5 AT Miami 3 pm = 
: 12 Green Bay (Mil) —_ 
19 NEW ORLEANS — . 
23 WASHINGTON 34-16 
Dec. 3 NEW ENGLAND 3 pm — 
10 AT Philadelphia 16-10 
17 AT N.Y. Jets — 


No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt, Age Pre Coll 
. . Ht 6 ro Co 

31 Barnes, Benny CB 6-1 195 26 7 stanford 
53 Breunig, Bob LB 6-2 227 24 4 Arizona St, 
36 Brinson, Larry RB 6-0 214 23 2 Florida 
59 Brown, Guy LB 6-4 215 22 2 Houston 
18 Carano, Glenn QB 63 195 22 2 Las Vegas 
63 Cole, Larry DT-DE 6-5 260 31 11 Hawali 
61 Cooper, Jim T-G 6-5 252 22 2 Temple 
21 Dennison, Doug RB 6-0 204 26 5 Kutztown 
67 Donovan, Pat T 64 255 24 4 Stanford 
33 Dorsett, Tony RB 5-11 192 23 2 Pittsburgh 
89 DuPree, BillyJ. TE 6-4 226 27 §& Mich. St 

76 Eidson, Jim TG 63 257 23 2 Miss. St. 
62 Fitzgerald, John C 6-5 260 29 & BostonCol. 
71 Frederick, Andy T 6-6 241 23 2 New Mexico 
77 Gregory, Bill DT 6-5 260 28 & Wisconsin 
43 Harris, Clift S 6-1 192 29 9 OQuachita 
58 Hegman, Mike LB 6-1 225 24 3 Tenn. St. 
56 Henderson, T, LB 6-2 220 24 4 Langston 

1 Herrera, Efren K 5-9 190 26 4 UCLA 
81 Howard, Percy WR 6-4 210 25 2 Austin Peay 
80 Hill, Tony WR 6-2 196 21 2 Stanford 
42 Hughes, Randy S 6-4 208 24 4 Oklahoma 
57 Huther, Bruce LB 61 217 23 2 N, Hampshire 
86 Johnson, Butch WR 6-1 191 23 3 Riverside 
72 Jones, Ed DE 6:9 265 26 5 Tenn. St. 
25 Kyle, Aaron CB 5-10 185 23 3 Wyomin 

35 Laidlaw, Scott RB 6-0 205 24 4 Stanfor 
66 Lawless, Burton G 6-4 250 24 4 Florida 

50 Lewis, D. D. LB 6-1 215 32 10 Miss, St. 
79 Martin, Harvey DE 6-5 252 27 6 €E, Tex. St. 
44 Newhouse, R. RB 5-10 205 27 7 Houston 

88 Pearson, Drew WR 6:0 183 26 6 Tulsa 

26 Pearson, P. RB 61 206 32 12 Iilinois 
60 Peters, Greg T 65 257 22 1 California 
75 Pugh, Jethro DT 6-6 250 33 15 Ellz, City 
64 Rafferty,Tom G-C 6-3 250 23 3 Penn St. 
83 Richards, G. WR 6-0 180 27 6 Hawaii 
87 Saldi, Jay TE 6-3 224 23 3 So. Carolina 
78 Schaum, Greg DT 6-4 245 23 2 Mich. St. 

Scott, Freddie WR 6-2 180 23 3 Amherst 
68 Scott, Herbert G 6-2 250 24 4 Va. Union 
65 Stalls, D. DOT-DE 6-4 236 22 2 North. Colo. 
12 Staubach, R. QB 6-3 202 35 10 Navy 
46 Washington, M. CB 5-11 187 30 9 MorganSt. 
41 Waters, Charlie S 6-2 198 29 9 Clemson 
11 White, Danny QB-P 6-2 192 25 3 Arizona St. 
54 White, Rand DT 6-4 245 24 4 Maryland 
70 Wright, Rayfield T 6-6 260 32 12 Fort Balley 
30 Young, Charles RB 6-1 220 25 4 N.C. State 
DRAFTEES 

Round Pos. Ht. Wt. er College 

1 Bethea, Larry DL 65 258 21 Mich. St. 

2 Christensen, T. RB 6-3 224 21 Brig. Young 

3 Hudgens, Dave OL 6-5 245 22 Oklahoma 
4 Blackwell, Alois RB 5-11 194 23 Houston 

5 Rosen, Rich G 6-3 242 21 Syracuse 

6 Randolph, Harold L 6-1 191 21 E. Carolina 
7 Randall, Tom OT 6-5 248 21 lowa St. 

8 Butler, Homer WR 6-1 184 20 UCLA 

9 Williams, Russ DB 6-1 197 21 Tennessee 
10 Tomasetti, Barry OL 6-3 249 20 lowa 
11 Thurman, Dennis S$ 5-11 172 21 So. Calif. 
12 Washburn, Lee OL 6-6 253 21 Montana St. 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


WASHINGTON REDSKINS 


PREDICTION 2nd 


It was like a CIA caper. But 
that is how the Redskins op- 
erated when George Allen was in 
charge — Washington behind 
closed doors. 

At midyear, from the sylvan 
security compound out in Vir- 
ginia word was leaked—George 
Allen wished to defect. Top 
espionage agents from both sides 
swung into gear. The word spread 
about the National Football 
League. Where would the defec- 
tor go? 

There was a report on a tele- 
vision show he would be defecting 
to Detroit. George Allen in 
Detroit? Incredulous, Not his 
type of operation. 

Another report, perhaps flamed 
by KGB, hinted that George 
Allen would be going to Buffalo. 
Buffalo, after all, is the American 
Siberia. George Allen in Buffalo? 
Perhaps. More possible than 
Detroit. 

A spy quoted a man named 
Carroll Rosenbloom in Los An- 
geles in November: “Boy, would 
I like to have a coach like George 
Allen.” Rosenbloom, a capitalist, 
would neither confirm nor deny 
the report, started perhaps in 
Uganda by foes of the regime. 
George Allen in Los Angeles. 
Totally impossible. Never could 
he operate on the same wave- 
length as Carroll Rosenbloom. 

At the hideway in Virginia, be- 
hind the patrolled fences, George 
Allen continued at training the 
Redskins for their weekly wars. 
He maintained his solid diet of 
vanilla ice cream, cheered Rah- 
Rah, and eulogized the spirit of 
his Over-the-Hill Gang. And he 
successfully kept Billy Kilmer 
and Joe Theismann from grap- 
pling at each other’s jugular. 

George Allen was in operation 
as normal. Which elsewhere 
would be abnormal. He did not 
admit that he wanted to de- 
fect. He maintained a rigid 
silence. But the word spread 
more and more, like a slick of 


oil on the ocean. And inside 
George Allen must have smiled, 
or at least smirked. It was sus- 
pected that the originator of the 
defection reports was, of course, 
George Allen himself. The sly 
devil. 

While continuing his opera- 
tions amid the spreading of the 
defection stories, George Allen 
coached the Redskins to another 
9-5 season. It was the seventh 
winning season out of seven years 
in Washington. But the Redskins, 
on the final day, did miss the 
playoffs, only the second time 
while Allen headed the opera- 
tion. The team that made the 
playoffs, in the Redskins’ place, 
was the Chicago Bears. 

The Chicago Bears happened 
to be coached by one Jack Par- 
dee, once a linebacking operative 
of Allen’s. Pardee might even be 
called a disciple of Allen. Once 
the Bears were finished with their 
commitment in the playofis, 
word was passed through certain 
circles that Jack Pardee wished 
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JACK PARDEE, Coach. 
Assistants: John Hilton, Joe Wal- 
ton, Richie Petitbon, Bob Bowser, 
Ray Callahan, George Dickson, 
Richard “Doc” Urich. 


to defect. There were things that 
displeased him and he acknow]l- 
edged he would be willing to de- 
fect from the Bears. 

In dark corners, | high-level 
talks were conducted in top 
secret. Perhaps men arrived in 
false mustaches and wigs with 
attache cases chained to their 
wrists for the discussions. A 
month after the season a swap, 
more or less, was negotiated. 

Jack Pardee went to Washing- 
ton—and into the secure hills of 
Virginia—to replace George Allen. 

A week later George Allen, ice 
cream cone in hand, alighted in 
Los Angeles at the behest of 
Carroll Rosenbloom. Allen agreed 
to switch his clandestine opera- 
tion West. 

The defections had been ar- 
ranged—and like men on a chess 
board, other operatives wound 
up with new operations. 

The NFL’s Operation Big 
Switch ultimately touched 10 
cities. 

Pardee, at 42, is a rising light 


BILLY KILMER being clobbered by Dallas Cowboys’ HARVEY MARTIN (79) 
and JETHRO PUGH in Hall of Fame photo by Phil Huber of Dallas Times. 


- 


- 


RON McDOLE (79), grabbing Buffalo‘s ROLAND HOOKS, is 18-year veteran. 


among coaches. In Washington, 
his players, the relics Allen col- 
lected, are not much younger 
than he is. Like Allen, has has 
some Rah-Rah to him. 

“T have no prejudice towards 
age, just towards bad football 
players,” said Pardee, who had 
been a good one not long ago in 
the Over-The-Hill Gang. “This 
won’t be the first time I have 
coached with some people I’ve 
played with. We’re all in this 
thing together. 

“They’re not working for me; 
we’re working together to have a 
team. As long as I perform and do 
my job, that’s all that is ex- 
pected of them.” 

Some of George Allen’s old 
rhetoric is evident in that ser- 
mon. 

Of course, Allen left Pardee 
bereft of decent draft choices. 

This year the Redskins’ choices 
in the first six rounds had been 
dealt away by Allen. The second 
and third round choices, in true 
CIA style, had been traded to 


Los Angeles, where the benefi- 
ciary just happened to be George 
Allen. 

“T don’t think we’re that many 
players away from having a very 
good squad right now,’’ Pardee 
said. He talks also of player turn- 
over and the need to be better 
than last year’s just-miss team. 

The improvement must be in 
the offense, an area Allen tended 
to neglect despite his multiple 
additions of fossil veterans. Both 
the rushing and the passing were 
below mediocre last year. 

The quarterback situation is 
interesting. 

Billy Kilmer, with his wobbly 
passes and his uncanny knack 
of winning ball games, was Allen’s 
favorite. Kilmer will be 39 when 
the season starts. At times Joe 
Theismann has started. But he 
has not yet supplied the electric 
impulse expected of him. 

“T think we have two good 
quarterbacks, which is what it 
takes to win,” Pardee said. But 
then he adds, “‘we’ll also be look- 


ing for additional help at quarter- 
back, hopeful, someone who 
could do extra things for the 
team.” 

By Pardee’s admission he was 
happy with neither Kilmer nor 
Theismann. 

The receiving is.a bit thread- 
bare, partially because of the re- 
tirement of all-time receiving 
champion Charley Taylor. But 
Taylor has not contributed much 
over the past few years. Frank 
Grant has and is the Redskins’ 
top receiver with Danny Buggs 
on the other side. The other re- 
ceiver could be Brian Fryer. 

The Redskins are strong at 
tight end with Jean Fugett play- 
ing regularly, catching lots of 
passes, plenty for touchdowns. 
They added vets Jim Mandich 
and Tom Mitchell. 

Allen relished gathering Thou- 
sand-Yard Runners, like some 
dilettantes collect fine paintings. 
He had four of these Thousand- 
Yarders last year. But Larry 
Brown retired, John Riggins got 
hurt and Calvin Hill was seldom 
used. Only Mike Thomas did 
much of anything, and he was 
hurt and was held to 806 yards. 

Pardee is something of a con- 
noisseur of fine running himself, 
having coached Walter Payton in 
Chicago. So the new coach en- 
visions running 1977-Thousand 
Yarder Thomas with 1975-Thou- 
sand Yarder Riggins in tandem. 


MIKE THOMAS led the Redskin rush- 
ers with 806 yards 


last season. 


JEAN FUGETT was Washington‘s top 


receiver with 36 catches in 1977. 


Because of the injuries last year, 
Clarence Harmon, an obscure 
back, started often and now has 
experience. The Skins also have 
the aging Hill, traveled Tommy 
Reamon and pickup Jeff Kinney. 
And to this fading collection, 
when he finally had a draft choice 
in the sixth round, Pardee picked 
Tony Green, out of Florida. 

“T think. our offensive line has 
got to be a big improvement from 
last year,” Pardee said. He felt 
the protection last year was rot- 
ten, which it was with 52 sacks 
of the QBs. And the run blocking 
was less efficient. Last year’s 
starters return: Tim Stokes and 
George Starke at tackles, Ron 
Saul and Terry Hermeling at 
guards, Len Hauss at center. In 
reserve are such as Bob Kuziel, 
Ted Fritsch, Dan Nugent and 
Curtis Akins. 

The defense is characteristical- 
ly old and nasty. Last year the 
Redskins allowed 189 points, a 
14-game record for the club. 
Clearly, the defense saved the 
Skins’ skin often. 

The rush line is savvy and 
dedicated. Ron McDole is start- 
ing his 18th season at age 39, 
playing with the enthusiasm of a 
kid. Dennis Johnson, backed by 
Karl Lorsch, supply toughness at 
the other end. Diron Talbert 
loves the action at tackle. The 
other tackle is shared by Dave 
Butz and Bill Brundige. Pardee 


also has Duncan McColl, Perry 
Brooks and newcomer from Cin- 
cinnati, Coy Bacon. 

Linebacking is excellent with 
Chris Hanburger, back from an 
injury season, leading the group 
from the outside. Brad Dusek 
plays very ruggedly at the other 
side and Harold McLinton has a 
nasty streak in the middle. In 
reserve is Mike Curtis, the former 
All-Pro who likes to mix it up. 
There also are Rusty Tillman and 
Pete Wysocki among the better 
reserves. 

But the defensive backfield has 
started to slip. The corners prob- 
ably will be Joe Lavendar and 
Lamar Parrish. But Pat Fischer, 
hurt last year, could reclaim the 
starting spot he held for ages. The 
safety pair is outstanding—Ken 
Houston on the strong side, Jake 
Scott brilliant as the free safety. 
Eddie Brown, the kick-return ace, 
fills in as a backup safety with 
Gerard Williams as reserve corner- 
back. 

George Allen always went ape 
on the kicking game—and so does 
disciple Pardee. He has the two 
top kickers in the conference. 
Mark Moseley led the NFL with 


1977 LEADERS AND NFC RATINGS 
SCORING—Moseley, 82 points on 19 


SP, 21 field woale +. fos ae wy Path 
RUSHING—Thomas, 228 carries for 
806 yds., 3.5 Avg. 3 TDs ......., 8th 
PASSING—Kilmer, 99 of 201 at- 
tempts for 1187 yds., 8 TDs .. 6th 
RECEIVING—Fugett, 36 receptions for 
631 yds., 17.5 Avg, 5 TDs .. 15th 
INTERCEPTIONS—Hiouston, 5 for 69 
$s OO AV RiiG pees oe toned ete ne lith 
PUNTING—Brage, 91 punts. 38.5 
Avg., longest 56 yds. ret ats muy 
PUNT RETURNS—Brown, 57 for 452 
Vos 7.9 A eee ots hie semen 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Brown, 34 for 
852 yds., 25.1 Avg. Sie ct ii Jord 


Pre-season Games 
5 AT Minnesota (N) 
11 GREEN BAY (N) 
18 AT Baltimore (N) 
25 ATLANTA (N) 


Aug. 


1978 SCHEDULE 1977 Scores 


Sept. 3 AT New England — 
10 PHILADELPHIA 23-17 

17 AT St. Louis 26-20 

24 N.Y. JETS — 

Oct. 2 DALLAS (N) 7-14 
8 AT Detroit —_ 

15 AT Philadelphia 17-14 

22 AT N.Y. Giants 17-20 

29 SAN FRANCISCO —_ 

Nov. 6 AT Baltimore (N) 3-10 
12 N.Y. GIANTS 6-17 

19 ST. LOUIS 24-14 

23 AT Dallas 16-34 

Dec. 3 MIAMI — 
10 AT Atlanta 10-6 


16 CHICAGO —_— 


25 


21 field goals last year and was 
perfect on extra points and kicked 
his kickoffs better than most. 
Mike Bragg had a decent average, 
but his special strength was 29 
punts placed inside the opposi- 
tions’ 20. In addition, there is the 
fleet Brown for returns plus a 
record of six field goals and two 
punts blocked last year. 

George Allen may have defect- 
ed in the weird, CIA-style plot. 
But Washington will get a lot of 
the same from Jack Pardee— 
including the closed doors. 


REDSKINS’ VETERAN ROSTER 


Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
79 Bacon, Coy DE 6-4 265 34 10 Jackson St. 
4 Bragg, Mike P 5-11 186 31 11 Richmond 
25 Brown, Eddie S 511 190 25 5 Tennessee 
77 Brundige, Bill DT 6-5 270 29 9 Colorado 
88 Buges, Danny WR 6-2 185 24 4 West Va, 
65 Butz, Dave DOT 6-7 285 27 6 Purdue 
campbell, Tom CB 6-1 188 27 2 IlowaSt. 
32 Curtis, Mike LB 6-2 232 34 14 Duke 
59 Dusek, Brad LB 6-2 214 27 5 Texas A&M 
37 Fischer, Pat CB 5-9 170 37 18 Nebraska 
66 Fritsch, Ted C 6-2 242 27 7 St. Norbert 
85 Fryer, Brian WR 6-1 185 24 2 Edmonton 
84 Fugett, Jean TE 6-4 230 26 7 Amherst 
46 Grant, Frank WR 5-11 181 27 6 So. Colorado 
40 Hall, Windlan S$ 5-11 175 27 7 Arizona St. 
55 Hanburger, C. {8B 62 218 36 14 No. Carolina 
38 Harmon, C. RB 5-11 180 22 2 Miss. S 
51 Harris, Joe LB 6-1 225 25 2 Ga. Tech 
Hartle, Greg LB 6-2 225 26 4 Newberry 
56 Hauss, Len C 6-2 235 35 15 Georgia 
75 Hermeling, Terry G 6-5 255 31 9 Reno 
82 Hickman, O. DE 6-6 235 25 3 California 
35 Hill, Calvin RB 6-4 227 30 9 Yale 
27 Houston, Ken S$ 63 198 33 12 Pr. View 
61 Johnson, Dennis DE 6-4 265 26 5 Delaware 
17 Kilmer, Billy QB 6-0 204 38 16 UCLA 
Kinney, Jeff RB 6-2 215 28 6 Nebraska 
54 Kuziel, Bob CT 6-5 255 27 4 Pittsburgh 
20 Lavender,Joe CB 6-4 190 28 6 S, Diego St. 
Lee, Walker WR 6-0 178 21 No, Carolina 
Lefear, Billy WR 5-11 190 27 5 Henderson 
71 Lorch, Karl DE 6-3 258 27 3 So. Calif. 
79 McDole, Ron DE 6-4 265 38 18 Nebraska 
McGraw, Mike LB 6-2 225 24 2 Wyoming 
53 MctLinton, H. LB 6-2 235 30 10 Southern 
Mitchell, Tom TE 6-3 215 33 12 Bucknell 
3 Moseley, Mark K 6-0 205 29 7 S.F. Austin 
36 Moss, Eddie RB 6-0 225 29 5 S.E. Mo. 
29 Murphy, Mark 6-4 210 22 2 Colgate 
Nash, Charlie WR 5-10 172 23 1 Arizona 
62 Nugent, Dan 6-3 250 24 3 Auburn 
57 O'Dell, Stu LB 6-1 220 26 5 Indiana 
20 Parrish, Lemar CB 5-10 183 29 8 Lincoln 
Parrish, Scott T 66 275 24 2 Utah St 
Reamon, Tommy RB 5-10 182 25 2 Missouri 
44 Riggins, John RB 6-2 230 28 8 Kansas 
Rodgers, Chuck CB 5-11 185 23 1 N. Dak. St. 
Rodgers, Glover TE 6-3 220 23 1 Sowa St. 
Russ, Carl LB 6-2 227 24 4 Michigan 
64 Saul, Ron G 63 254 29 9 Michigan St. 
13 Scott, Jake S 6-0 188 32 9 Georgia 
74 Starke, George T 65 250 29 6 Columbia 
76 Stokes, Tim T 6-5 252 27 5 Oregon 
72 Talbert, Diron OT 6-5 255 33 12 Texas 
7 Theismann, Joe QB 6-0 190 28 5 Notre Dame 
22 Thomas, Mike RB 5-11 190 24 4 Las Vegas 
67 Tillman, Rusty LB 6-2 230-29 9 No. Arizona 
Weatherly, Jim € 63 250 25 2 Nocollege 
Wester, Curtis G 6-3 250 26 1 €E, Tex. St 
45 Williams, Gerard CB 6-1 184 25 3 Langston 
70 Wynn, Will DE 6-4 245 28 5 Tenn. St. 
50 Wysocki, Pete LB 6-2 225 29 4 West, Mich. 
DRAFTEES 
Round Pos. Ht Wt Age College 
6 Green, Tony RB 59 185 21 Florida 
8 Hover, Don LB 6-2 222 22 Wash. State 
9 Hurley, John QB 63 205 22 Santa Clara 
10 Hertenstein,S. DE 6-3 245 22 Azusa Pac. 
11. Williams, Mike CB 5-10 180 22 Texas A&M 
12 McCabe, Steve G 6-4 250 21 Bowdoin 
ROOKIES 
No, Name Pos. Ht. Wt, Age College 
Allen, Dwight WR 6-0 185 23 B.-Cookman 
Ellis, Tim QB 63 200 21 Mississippi 
Franklin, Larry WR 6-1 184 22 Jackson St. 
Jones, Duane RB 6-2 205 22 Miss. Valley 
Seibolt, Bill DT 6-4 260 22 Boston Col. 
Smith, John T, S$ 6-2 ‘180 22 N. Tex. St. 
Tormey, Chris LB 6-3 230 22 Idaho 
Wilson, Steve WR 5-11 170 23 Angelo St, 
Yeates, Mike G 6-1 242 22 Maryland 
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ST. LOUIS CARDINALS 


PREDICTION 3rd 


C an Bud Wilkinson do it with 
the Cardinals without Chris 
Schenkel at his knee? 

Fifteen years since he had a 
coach’s whistle around his neck, 
at age 62, Wilkinson is supposed 
to stop the comic-opera laughter 
in St. Louis. This is the team that 
dressed in party hats and baggy 
pants and played the three-ring 
circus. Wilkinson arrived like the 
guy shot out of the cannon. 

Since he last coached at Okla- 
homa with superb success, Bud 
kept busy by analyzing plays in 
a bland manner for ABC-TV; 
dabbled in politics and govern- 
ment and unsuccessfully ran for 
the U.S. Senate; and lastly pre- 
pared for the advancement to pro 
football as an administrator of a 
public employes benefit service 
company. 

At an age when most mortals 
are contemplating retirement in 
a villa on the Riviera, Wilkinson 
went to work for Bill Bidwell, 
the ringmaster at St. Louis. He 
came dripping the beauteous 


cliches of his oldtime profession. 
“Some people call football a 


contact sport,” said Bud, stealing 
a thought from Duffy Daugherty. 
“T call it a collision sport—there 
is a difference. You have to be 
somebody who enjoys that part 
of the sport to play the game and 
that hasn’t changed much. I 
would assume that it’s easier to 
motivate with a dollar sign than 
an ideal, although I believe we'll 
have idealism as well as dollar 
signs.” 

Maybe idealism more than dol- 
lar signs. 

The dollar signs were among 
the the chief quibbles of the 
playing Cardinals. 

Terry Metcalf, the Cardinals’ 
most dangerous runner and big- 
gest star, could not get sufficient 
money out of Bidwell. One of 12 
Cardinals who played out their 
options in the last disastrous 
season, he jumped to Canada for 
barrels of deflated Canadian cash. 

Ike Harris, unable to persuade 
Bidwell to pay him better, was 
dealt away to New Orleans. 

Conrad Dobler, the best known 
offensive lineman because of his 
notorious image, balked at his 
salary, begged for renegotiation, 
and was traded down the Missis- 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


BUD WILKINSON, Coach. 
Assistants: Jim Hanifan, Harry 
Gilmer, Jerry Thompson, Tom 
Bettis, Pete Elliott, Rudy Feld- 
man, Fred Glick. 


sippi also to the Saints. 

“T think they’re having a 
going-out-of-business sale in St. 
Louis,” the menacing Dobler said 
in a farewell speech. 

Oodles of other Cardinals did 
remain, though, unhappy about 
what they claimed were nig- 
gardly paychecks. 

In parting, Don Coryell, who 
had built the Cardinals to respec- 
tability in his five coaching sea- 
sons, declared ominously: “You 
can’t have people mad about how 
much money they’ve been paid 
and expect them to do their 
best.” 

It is a public fact that the 
Cardinals did not do their best 
last year. They were 7-7 after 
three excellent seasons, two of 
them as Eastern titlists. The 
Cardinals completed the 1977 
season with four straight losses, 
finishing with a flourish by prat- 
falling to Tampa Bay. 

By that time Coryell and Bid- 
well were at loggerheads. 

At issue was Coryell’s belief 
that a coach should have a hand 
in selecting the personnel which 
plays for him. He griped publicly. 

“Coaches should have a say in 


STEVE JONES (no. 34, left) and JIM 
HART (below) are among the St. Louis 
Cardinals’ best offensive producers. 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


who they coach,” Coryell said, 
“because if a team doesn’t win, 
it’s the coach who gets fired.” 

Coryell’s complaint was rotten 
drafts in which he had no say. 

The Cardinals might have been 
able to go to the Super Bowl in 
1976 if they had been better on 
defense. So at the 1977 draft 
their primary objective should 
have been players to keep others 
from making first downs. Instead, 
the Cardinals—with Coryell for- 
bidden to supply the input—went 
for quarterback Steve Pisarkie- 
wicz and runner George Franklin 
as their top two choices. Neither 
one got onto the field during a 
game last year. And the Car- 
dinals’ defense remained just as 
beatable as before. 

Indeed, the lousy drafting 
went back for years. Only two 
of their first round picks in the 
decade of the 1970’s is a starter 
—J.V. Cain and Mike Dawson. 

So Coryell had cause to gripe. 

“We have such a limited bud- 
get the trend is obvious,” he said. 
“Next season we'll win four 
games, the year after we'll win 
two. Not more than two of our 


BOB YOUNG (64) is battling to succeed Conrad Dobler on Cardinals’ line. 


ymets eS 


See 


defensive players could start for 
the New York Giants.” 

As the club lost its final four 
games, it became obvious that 
Coryell would not remain in St. 
Louis. He had three years left 
on his contract, but his comments 
made the situation too embattled. 
He and Bidwell stopped speaking 
to each other. There was to be 
a harmony meeting, but Coryell 
called up from the airport on his 
way out of town. He said he was 
going to Los Angeles to be in- 
terviewed for the Rams’ job. 

“T didn’t wish him bon voy- 
age,” said Bidwell. 

Instead, Bidwell called the 
locksmith and had the locks to 
the Cardinals’ offices changed. 
Coryell’s keys didn’t work any 
more. This is an old trick of 
Bidwell’s. He changes locks every 
time he changes coaches. 

It was announced Coryell and 
Bidwell parted by mutual agree- 
ment. 

And so Bud Wilkinson entered 
pro football. He had a key that 
fit the front door, even if his long 
absence from the game made him 
a curious choice. 
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To be honest, Wilkinson’s did 
did have impeccable credentials 
for pro coaching when he got out 
of the business 15 years ago. His 
Oklahoma teams were the best in 
the nation. Three times they won 
national championships. Four 
times they were unbeaten. There 
was the unequalled 47-game 
winning streak, 

All this could have made him 
a logical choice for the pros in 
1963. But he went to ABC 
where his cant commentaries 
sound now like the cliche-laden 
statements he is making as a 
65-year-old NFL rookie coach. 

To wit: 

“The intensity of the moment 
and the challenge of the next 
victory are something I want 
again. I’ve missed the thrills and 
fun of coaching.” 

“The mission of any coach is to 
help any player develop his skills 
to the highest, highest maximum. 
My first job is to convince the 
Cardinals that our system will 
win.” 

“JT have no illusions about how 
tough this league is. All we can 
do is try and do our best.” 

“The fundamentals of the 
game remain the same. I don’t 
think the good athlete has ever 
changed. My job is to maximize 
the talent of every player.” 

“Second place is something no 
one remembers.” 

“Our commitment is to excel- 
lence.” 

And so on. 

Wilkinson’s first task is snap- 
ping the Cardinals from their 
dissension problems. The club 
must clear its cheapskate and 
circus image. 

There is talent on this club. 

The offense has been especially 
productive through the years. But 
the departures of Metcalf and 
Dobler will deprive the Cardinals 
of some productivity. 
' “This group has split victories 
with Dallas four straight sea- 
sons,” said Wilkinson, making a 
strong point. 

At quarterback, the Cardinals 
have the canny Jim Hart back. 
He can throw the touchdown 
bomb—but he continues to be in- 
terception prone. It could be 
Wilkinson now will start to work 
in Pisarkiewicz in a quarterback 
of the future role. 
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DAN DIERDORF (left), is an All-Pro offensive tackle; MEL GRAY (center) has 
caught at least one pass in 58 straight games, and TOM BANKS (right) has 


been the St. 


There is the explosive quality 
because Hart throws to the fleet, 
maneuverable Mel Gray. But the 
loss of Harris—and his 40 catch- 
es—will be damaging. Pat Tilley 
is designated as the other wide 
receiver. There is no depth. Cain 
is outstanding at tight end. 

Metcalf is irreplaceable at run- 
ning back, He is a runner of 
Thousand-Yard capabilities. The 
Cardinals did pay up to keep 
Jim Otis from jumping to an- 
other team. With him, the Card- 
inals have Wayne Morris, an out- 
standing back. There also is 
Jerry Latin with experience and 
Franklin returns after a knee in- 
jury which incapacitated him for 
his entire rookie season. Down 
close the Cardinals have Steve 
Jones to plunge the ball into the 
end zone. 

The offensive line has been a 
proud group in St, Louis. An- 
nually it ranks best in pass pro- 
tection for the NFC. Last year 
the St. Louis quarterbacks went 
under only 15 times. 

The departure of the infamous 
Dobler hurts this feature of the 
Cardinals. But the club still has 
center Tom Banks and _ tackle 
Dan Dierdorf, both All-Pros. 
Roger Finnie plays the other 
tackle. Keith Wortman, who has 
started some, Terry Stieve and 
Bob Young, a 280-pounder are 
battling to succeed Dobler. Stieve 
came from the Saints in the deal 
for Dobler and Harris. 

In the same trade the Card- 
inals got Bob Pollard to help the 
threadbare defense. 

Wilkinson was an originator of 
the three-man defensive line in 
his Oklahoma defense. The Car- 


Louis Cardinal's reliable center for the past five seasons, 


dinals will employ both the 3-4, 
pro football’s newest gimmick 
defense, and the traditional four 
man front. 

On the pass rush the Cardinals 
have Pollard, Ron Yankowski, 
John Zook and Bob Bell outside 
and Charlie Davis and Dawson 
inside. The rush needs to be im- 
proved. 

For their four linebacker de- 
fense, the Cardinals have bodies 
in abundance. They need more 
talent, though. Returning start- 
ers are Mark Arneson, Tim Kear- 


1977 LEADERS AND NFC RATINGS 
SCORING—Bakken, 56 points on 23 
XP, 10 field goals 8th 
RUSHING—Metcalf, 149 carries for 
739 yds., 5.0 Avg., 4 TDs 10th 
PASSING—Hart, 185 of 354 attempts 


for 2534 yds., 13 TDs 7th 
RECEIVING—Harris, 40 receptions for 
547 yds,, 13.7 Avg., 3 TDs 9th 
INTERCEPTIONS—Wehrli, 5 for 44 
yds., 8.8 Avg. .. 13th 
PUNTING—Carrell, 63 punts, 36.7 
Avg., longest 56 yds. 12th 
PUNT RETURNS—Metcalf, 14 for 108 
yds., 7.7 Ave. oth 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Metcalf, 32 for 
772 yds., 24.1 Avg, 7th 


Pre-season Games 

5 AT Miami (N) 

12 AT Chicago (N) 

19 AT Green Bay (N) 
26 AT Kanasas City (N) 


Aug. 


1978 SCHEDULE 1977 Scores 


Sept. 3 AT Chicago 16-13 
10 NEW ENGLAND — 
17 WASHINGTON 20-26 
23 AT Dallas 3 pm 24-17 
Oct. 1 AT Miami 14-55 
8 BALTIMORE — 
15 DALLAS 24-30 
22 AT N.Y. Jets oe 
29 AT Philadelphia 21-17 
Nov. 5 N.Y. GIANTS 12n 28-0 
12 AT San Francisco — 
19 AT Washington 14-24 
26 PHILADELPHIA 21-16 
Dec. 3 DETROIT — 
10 AT N.Y. Giants 7-27 


17 ATLANTA == 
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ney, Eric Williams, Steve Neils 
and Marv Kellum. They also 
have veterans in Kurt Allerman, 
Tim Black, Rick Fenlaw and Ray 
White. Bet that Johnny Bare- 
field, the second-round draft 
choice, breaks in as a starter. 

The secondary is decent with 
Roger Wehrli leading from the 
corner. It also has Mike Sensin- 
baugh at free safety, the position 
Larry Wilson virtually invented 
when he played for the Cardinals. 
Others are Robert Giblin, Carl 
Allen, Perry Smith, Jeff Sever- 
son and first-round draftee Ken 
Greene. 

Through the transition, the 
Cardinals did remain strange at 
the draft. Their first pick was a 
placekicker with a booming leg, 
Steve Little. The thing is the 
Cardinals had an excellent place 
kicker in Jim Bakken. Duane 
Carrell handles the punting. 

That’s right—and now back to 
you Chris. 


CARDINALS’ VETERAN ROSTER 


Yrs 
No. Name Pos. H ne A : Pro College 
27 Allen, Carl DB S6- So. Miss. 
50 Allerman, Kurt LB 259 Penn St 
57 Arneson, Mark LB 224 38 Arizona 
75 Audick, Dan G 245 23 Hawail 
25 Bakken, Jim K 198 37 17 Wisconsin 
54 Banks, Tom C-G 244 «29 Auburn 
79 Bell, Bob DE 257 29 Cincinnati 
58 Black, Tim LB 225 22 Baylor 
30 Bradley, Bill Ss 1 190 30 10 Texas 
51 Brahaney, Tom c 246 26 Oklahoma 
88 Cain, J.V. TE 221 26 Colorado 
12 Carrell, Duane P 0 185 28 Florida St. 
26 Colbert, Rondy CB 165 23 Lamar 
76 Davis, Charlie OT 268 26 TCU 
73 Dawson, Mike DT 274 24 Arizona 
72 Diredorf, Dan Dt 288 28 Michigan 
10 Donckers, Bill QB 205 26 S$. Diego St, 
59 Fenlaw, Rick LB 200 24 Texas 
60 Finnie, Roger T 240 32 10 Florida A&M 
44 Franklin, George RB 226 23 Texas A&l 
28 Giblin, Robert S 205 25 Houston 
85 Gray, Mel WR Missouri 
17 Hart, Jim QB 210 33 1 Re Wie 
34 Jones, Steve RB 
55 Kearney, Tim LB 221 27 oe ‘wichi 


59 Kellum, Marv LB Wichita St. 
32 Latin, Jerry RB 
24 Morris, Wayne RB 


53 Neils, Steve LB 
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38 Nelson, Lee cB 0 185 23 Florida St. 
65 Oates, Brad T 274 24 Brig. Young 
35 Otis, Jim RB 226 29 Ohio St. 
15 Pisarkiewicz,S, QB 205 24 Missouri 
82 Pollard, Bob ~——DE 251 29 Weber St. 
20 Sensibaugh, Mike § 1 190 28 Ohio St. 
46 Severson, Jeff CB-S 185 28 Long Beach 
42 Smith, Perry CB 190 26 Colorado St. 
68 Stieve, Terry G 245 23 Wisconsin 
23 Stone,Ken DB-WR 180 27 Vanderbilt 
83 Tilley, Pat WR 0 171 24 La. Tech 
22 Wehrili, Roger cB 193 30 10 Missouri 
55 White, Ray LB 220 28 Syracuse 
55 Williams, Eric LB 217 22 So. Calif. 
62 Wortman, Keith G 262 27 Nebraska 
78 Yankowski, Ron DE 258 31 Kansas St. 
64 Young, Bob G 1 279 35 13 How. Payne 
63 Zook, John DE 6-5 254 30 10 Kansas 
DRAFTEES 
Round Pos. Ht. Wt. Age College 
1 Little, Steve P-K 6-0 180 21 Arkansas 
Green, Ken DB 6-2 198 21 Wash, State 

2 Barefield, John LB 6-2 224 22 Texas A&l 

3 Greene, Doug DB 6-2 198 21 Texas A&l 
4 Collins,George G 6-2 248 22 Georgia 

Childs, Jim WR 6-2 194 21 Cal. Poly 

5 Carr, Earl RB 6-0 224 22 Florida 

6 Williams, Jack DE 63 248 20 Bowl. Green 

7 Stief, Dave WR 6-3 186 21 Portland St. 
9 Mosley, Joe TE 6-2 226 22 Central St. 
10 Gill, Randy LB 6-2 230 21 S. Jose St. 
12 Clay, Anthony LB 6-1 230 21 S.C. State 


No. Illinois 
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NEW YORK GIANTS 


PREDICTION 4th 


here are you now Ed Danow- 
ski? 

Couldn’t Chuckin’ Charlie 
Conerley come back for another 
hurrah? 

Would Y.A. Tittle accept a 
draft? 

Once upon a time—this was a 
long, long time ago—the Giants 
were a glory team. They won on 
Sunday made it to the champion- 
ship game, dazzled the crowds 
and made themselves proud. 

But now there are only memo- 
ries—and the rich tradition of 
other eras. They started in the 
leather helmet age and they won 
and popularized the game when 
the goalposts were wooden, before 
pro football was fashionable. 

But since 1963, when Tittle 
won a third straight division title 
for them, they have the enjoy- 
ment of but two winning seasons. 

Now they are a financial suc- 
cess in the grandstands of Giants 
Stadium in New Jersey’s re- 
claimed marshlands. And on the 
field they are woeful flops. 

Their sales are remarkable, the 
highest number of tickets sold in 
the entire NFL. The fans root 
for a guy named Joe Pisarcik to 
throw the ball well enough so an- 


other guy named Jimmy Robin- 
son may catch it. It is typical of 
this forlorn team that both Joe 
Pisarcik and Jimmy Robinson 
joined up with the Giants as free 
agents. 

A chart assembled by the club 
entitled HOW THE GIANTS 
WERE BUILT shows 21 of the 
performers on the Giants were 
signed the past two years as free 
agents. 

In other words, drafting and 
trading are not the Giants’ 
strengths. They have had feeble 
drafts and unwise trades for so 
long. These failures are the rea- 
sons for the Giants’ continued 
plight. 

The team of Conerley, Tittle, 
Ward Cuff and Tuffy Leemans, of 
Frank Gifford and Kyle Rote and 
Stout Steve Owen has become a 
slapdash club, its construction 
based on culling rejects from 
others. 

That is not how Dallas does it 
nor Denver and the mighty teams 
of the AFC. 

Last year the Giants managed 
to go 5-9 under the coaching 
guidance of John McVay, who 
was promoted to: the head job in 
mid-1976. He is back, a rarity in 
this conference, with certain 
optimism. The Giants, you see, 


DOUG KOTAR (44), trying to bust through Buffalo Bills’ line, gained 480 yards for the New York Giants last season. 
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JOHN McVAY, Coach. 
Assistants: John Symank, Allen 
Webb, Jay Fry, Bob Gibson, Joe 
Galat, Dick Modzelewski, Jerry 
Wampfler, Lindy Infante. 


could have gone .500 last at 7-7 
except for one game they lost 
with 20 seconds left and another 
with nine seconds left. Truly, the 
best thing about the Giants last 
year was their punting, 

Some of the optimism is based 
on the hope seen in the quarter- 
backing of Pisarcik, a refugee 
from the Canadian Football 
League. Some more of the opti- 
mism is based on the fact that 
Larry Csonka ran bullishly late 
in the 1977 season. 

This is a fragile optimism, but 
all clubs have it, even those built 
by culling, before the season 
starts. 

The unsung Pisarcik is the 
quarterback in a legacy passed 
through the years from Danowski 
through Conerley, Tittle, Earl 
Morrall, Fran Tarkenton, Nor- 
man Snead and Craig Morton. 
Even quarterbacks such as Tar- 
kenton, Morrall and Morton— 
Super Bowl quarterbacks for 
other teams—could not win in 
New York. 

Pisarcik last year was the sur- 
vivor in the quarterback battle. 
He outlasted a couple of veterans 
in camp—Steve Ramsey and 
Dennis Shaw, journeymen who 
had done little with other clubs, 
He outlasted another rookie, 
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Jerry Golsteyn, who started the 
season but did not finish it. 

So, it is that Pisarcik returns 
as this year’s No. 1. 

Meadowlands Joe has yet to 
become an adequate thrower. His 
completion record was 42.7 per- 
cent, lowest among the NFC’s 
regulars. He threw too much to 
the guys on the other team. He 
had 14 interceptions. He had only 
four touchdowns. 

His rival is Goldsteyn, who 
managed to complete 44.3 per- 
cent of his passes in the games he 
played. He had eight intercep- 
tions compared to two touchdown 
passes. 

Of course, they were scrambling 
for their lives. The blockers let 
them get caught 46 times. 

It would help Pisarcik, or Gold- 
steyn, if the Giants had some 
professional pass receivers. What 
else is Frankie Gifford doing now 
that he cannot pitch in and lend 
a hand? Thanks Howard. 

The Giants talk up Jimmy 
Robinson, who is a bantam 5-9, 
and Johnny Perkins and Emory 
Moorehead as their receiving 
corps. They also have Ed Mar- 


TROY ARCHER (77), BRAD VAN PELT (10) and JOHN 
MENDENHALL (64) are keys to Giants’ stubborn defense. 


shall. Robinson was last year’s 
catching leader—with 22. 

It is no wonder cornerbacks can 
be seen grinning for a week before 
their teams play the Giants. 

The returning tight end is Al 
Dixon, who missed half a season 
with hurts. Behind him is Gary 
Shirk, who could be the starter 
in 1978, and Boyd Brown. Where 
are you Bob Tucker? Oh shipped 
to Minnesota, exile for upsetting 
management. 

At running back, the Giants 
try again with Csonka, hoping at 
last he will be as durable as he 
was at Miami and play nearly as 
well. Zonk could be a genuine New 
York hero—if he were not No, 3 
in rushing on this team. His total 
was 464 yards last year. The 
club’s rushing leader has been 
Bobby Hammond, with 577 last 
year. Hammond was, of course; 
signed as a free agent. There also 
is Doug Kotar, who had 480 yards 
last year. Annually Kotar is rele- 
gated to the second unit—and 
then the games begin and he be- 
comes heavy duty. The Giants 
also came at the defenses with 
Willie Spencer, Larry Watkins 
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and Gordie Bell. Billy Taylor, the 
fourth draft choice should break 
in fast. They talk about success- 
ful football teams being talented 
at the skill positions. The Giants 
plainly,.need more skill at the 
skill positions. 

Where are you Alex Webster? 

The Giants did do something 
that appeared to be smart at the 
draft. Their first choice was a 
blocking tackle, 10th off the 
board. Gordon King should be a 
regular immediately in New York. 
But then the Giants’ history of 
highly drafted offensive linemen 
is in keeping with their recent 
events. Their veteran linemen in- 
clude Gordon Gravelle, Tom Mul- 
len, Doug Van Horn, Ralph Hill, 
Dick Leavitt, Mike Vaughan, 
Ron Mikolajezyk, Karl Chandler, 
Brad Benson, Bill Ellenbogen and 
Mike Gibbons. McVay will pick 
five guys to play up front. 

It is claimed that the Giants 
could have one of the best de- 
fenses in the NFC this year. It 
was eighth statistically last year. 
Youth is a feature. Of the defen- 
sive linemen, only Jack Gregory, 
a fine pass rusher, has turned 30. 


HARRY CARSON (53) of the Giants is considered one of 
the best middle linebackers in National Football League. 
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The other starters are Troy 
Archer, the 1976 first draft 
choice, Gary Jeter, last year’s 
first draft choice, and John Men- 
denhall. It is a ball-hawk defense, 
strong at getting to the quarter- 
back, a better rush line than 
most. And for the Giants, who 
look for such things, the defense 
did hold Walter Payton to a 47- 
yard game last year. In reserve 
on the line are George Martin 
and J.T. Turner. 

There is a true superstar in the 
linebacking group, Brad Van Pelt, 
who has been All-NFC twice. He 
is the strongside linebacker, a 
very rugged athlete who is now 
happy with the money being paid 
him in New York. Brian Kelley 
plays the opposite side. In the 
middle the Giants believe they 
have a rare ruby in 24-year-old 
Harry Carson. They say he will 
be the No. 1 linebacker in the 
NFC ere long. Reservists for the 
linebacking unit are Dan Lloyd, 
a very promising individual with 
a hitter’s reputation, Andy Sel- 
fridge and Frank Marion. 

Opposing quarterbacks and re- 
ceivers also have big grins in the 
days before they play the Giants. 
The reason is the Giants finished 
12th in NFC pass defense and 
had but 12 interceptions last year. 
They gave up plenty completions. 

- The incumbents in the second- 
ary are cornerbacks Ray Rhodes 
and Bill Bryant and _ safeties 
Jim Stienke and Clyde Powers. In 
defense of the Giants, both cor- 
nerbacks were starters for the 
first time last year, Rhodes being 
a converted wide receiver and 
Bryant one of the free agent culls. 
So the Giants are counting on 
Odis McKinney, the second round 
draft choice, starting as a rookie, 
and Terry Jackson, a fifth-round 
choice, making the squad. 

Bill Swiacki and Greg Jorgen- 
sen, 9th, 10th draft, have left— 
Bill to baseball, Greg to Canada. 

The kicking, well, it is the pride 
of the Giants. Joe Danelo did a 
fine job on his place kicking. But 
any team that must punt 100 
times in a season does have 
obvious troubles. Dave Jennings 
about wore out his foot punting 
—and still had a decent 39.9 
average with accuracy to the 
coffin corner. 

It will be years before the 


Giants become competitive. 

Where are you now Tom 
Landry? 

Yep, Smilin’ Tom played for 
the Giants too. Once upon a 
time, when they were a glory 
team, 


1977 LEADERS AND NFC RATINGS 
SCORING—Danelo, 61 nodints on 19 
XP, 14 field goals cy Roser tie 
RUSHING—Hammond, 154 carries for 


577 yds., 3.7 Avg., 3 TDs Pee pACREL 
PASSING—FPisarcik, 108 of 241 at- 
tempts for 1346 yds. 4 TDs ..... 13th 
RECEIVING—Name please, 22 recep- 
tions for 422 yds., 3 TDs . 45th 
INTERCEPTIONS—Bryant, 3 for 54 
yds., 18.0 Avg. 1 TD ; 32nd 


PUNTING— Jennings, 100 punts, 39.9 
Avg., longest 58 yds. 5th 
PUNT RETURNS—Hammond, 32 for 


334 yds., 10.4 Avg.,, 1 TD 2nd 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Hammond, 19 
for 419 yds., 22.1 Avg. 14th 


Pre-season Games 

7 AT Cleveland (N) 
12 NEW YORK JETS (N) 
19 PITTSBURGH (N) 
26 SAN DIEGO (5 pm) 


Aug. 


1978 SCHEDULE 1977 Scores 
Sept. 2 AT Tampa Bay (N) 10-0 
10 DALLAS 10-24 


17 KANSAS CITY — 
24 SAN FRANCISCO 


4 pm 20-17 

Oct. 1 AT Atlanta 3-17 
8 AT Dallas 21-41 

15 TAMPA BAY — 

22 WASHINGTON 20-17 

29 AT New Orleans — 

Noy. 5 AT St. Louis 0-28 
12 AT Washington 17-6 

19 PHILADELPHIA 10-28 

26 AT Buffalo _ 

Dec. 3 LOS ANGELES — 
10 ST, LOUIS 27-7 

17 AT Philadelphia 14-7 


BOB HAMMOND (33), signed as a 
free agent, was the Giants’ leading 
rusher last season with 577 yards. 
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rs. 
No, Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
10 Van Pelt,Brad LB 6-5 235 26 5 Michigan St. 
12 Golsteyn, Jerry QB 6-4 210 23 1 No. Iilinons 
13 Jennings, Dave P 6-4 205 25 4 St. Lawrence 
15, Dean, Randy QB 6-3 195 22 2 No'western 
18 Danelo, Joe K 5-9 166 24 3 Wash. St. 
20 Stienke, Jim S 5-11 182 26 5 S.W. Tex‘St 
21 Bryant, Bill CB 5-11 195 26 2 Grambling 
22 Rhodes, Ray CB 5-11 185 26 4 Tulsa 
25 Bell, Gordon RB 5-9 180 23 2 Michigan 
27 Spencer, Willie RB 6-4 235 24 2 No College 
28 Reece, Beasley CB 6-1 193 23 2 No. Tex, St 
29 Powers, Clyde S 61 195 26 4 Oklahoma 
30 Hart, Harold RB 6-0 205 27 3 Texas So'ern 
31 Jones, Ernie S 6-3 180 24 2 Miami 
33 Hammond, Bob RB 5-10 170 25 2 Morgan St 
34 Mallory, Larry S$ 5-11 185 25 2 Tenn. St 
39 Csonka, Larry RB 6-3. 235 30 9 Syracuse 
44 Kotar, Doug 5-11 205 26 4 Kentucky 
53 Carson, Harry LB 6-2 235 23 2 S.C. State 
54 Lloyd, Dan LB 6-2 225 23 2 Washington 
55 Kelley, Brian LB 6-3 222 26 5 California 
57 Selfridge, Andy LB 6-3 220 28 § Virginia 
60 Benson, Brad G 6-3 255 21 2 PennSt. 
61 Chandler, Karl C€ 65 250 25 4 Princeton 
62 Mikolajczyk, Ron YT 6-3 275 27 2 Tampa 
63 Van Horn, Doug T 6-3 245 33 11 OhioSt. 
64 Mendenhall, J. OT 6-1 255 28 6 Grambling 
65 Ellenbogen, Bill G 6-5 255 26 2 Va. Tec 
68 Turner. J.T, OT 6-3 250 24 1 Duke 
70 Jeter, Gary OT 6-4 260 22 2 So. Calif. 
71 Gravelle, Gordon T 6-5 252 28 6 Brig. Young 
75 Martin, George DE 6-4 245 24 3 Oregon 
76 Pietrzak,‘Jim OT 6-5 260 24 3 East. Mich. 
9 Pisarcik, Joe QB 6-3 220 25 2 New Mev. St. 
77 Archer, Troy DT 6:4 250 22 2 Colorado 
79 Gibbons, Mike T 6-4 262 26 2 S.W. Okla.‘St. 
80 Moorehead, E. WR 6-2 210 23 4 Oklahoma 
81 Gregory, Jack OE 6-5 250 32 11 DeltaSt, 
83 Brown, Boyd TE 6-4 230 25 4 Alcorn A&M 
85 Robinson, Jim WR 59 170 24 2 Ga. Tech — 
86 Perkins, John WR 6-2 205 24 2 Ab. Christian 
87 Shirk, Gary TE 6-1 220 27 2 Morehead 
89 Marshall, Ed WR 6-5 200 29 2 Cameron St. 
90 Clack, Jim C 6-3 250 31 8 Wake Forest 
91 Pough, Ernie WR 6-1 175 25 3 Tex. So’ern 
DRAFTEES 
Round Pos. Ht. Wt. Age College 
1 King, Gordon OT 6-6 275 21 Stanford 
2 McKinney, Odis DB 6-2 185 20 Stanford 
4 Taylor, Billy RB 6-0 215 21 Texas Tech 
5 Jackson, Terry CB 5-10 187 22 S. Diego St. 
Krahl, Jim OT 6-5 252 21 Texas Tech 
De Roo, Brian WR 6-3 190 21 Redlands 
6 Pass, Randy GC 6-3 247 22 Wash. State 
7 Doornink, Dan RB 6-3 210 21 Wash. State 
8 Grady, Jeff \B 6-3 215 21 Fla. A&M 
9 Swiacki, Bill TE 6-7 225 22 Amherst 
10 Jorgensen, Greg G 6-2 235 21 Nebraska 
11 Heim, Dennis DT 6-3 247 22 SW Mo. St. 
12 Lawson, Greg RB 6-3 210 22 W. Illinois 


Settle back into your easy chair and start get- 
ting used to a new idea. 


YOU are going to make a LOT of money. 


You won't have to read a book, take a course, 
learn a method or memorize a system. 


All you have to do is bet the way | tell you. And 
with a regularity that will astound and delight 
you, every Monday and Tuesday you will find 
yourself banking nice green $50's and $100's 
.. or maybe $500's and $1,000's. 


In fact, te can build yourself a fortune if 
you're willing to read every word of this ad with 
an open mind. 


I'm not exaggerating. | know what I'm talking 
about. 


My name is Mike Warren. If you know any- 
thing about throughbred racing, you shou 
know who | am. If not, let me tell you. 

Many people in the stable set consider me the 
country’s Number One handicapper. | win 
over 60% of the time (In racing that's unheard 


of). | am in the money 8 days out of 10. Ona 
weekly basis, | never lose. 


To prove it, herewith is a reproduction of my 


IRS for 1977. Please note the gross 
income figure. 


$1,248,186.! All from picking winners. 


Okay, so what does this have to do with 
football? 


First of all, | am neither a racing person nor a 
football person. | am a MONEY Person. |'ll 
handicap a game of tiddlewinks if | think | have 
an edge. And | don’t care which side wins as 
long as / win. 


So, much as | love football, | don't lay down 
dime number one till I've got that edge. And 
that means spadework and meticulous 
preparation. 


People know this about me. So it's not surpris- 
ing that about the time the football season 
cranks up | start getting calls from long time 
custorne(s who feel they can tap me for a 
reebie. 


“Say, Mike, the Las Vegas line give Oakland 


minus 7 over New England. Does that sound 
right? 


“Too many points," | say, “even on paper. The 
key is the 3-4 defense. It’s going to give the 
Pats the edge. Don't forget, Houston almost 
beat the Raiders with the 3-4 a few weeks 
ago. Plus the Pats have the home advantage. 
The line is nutsy. | look for the Pats to win out- 
a (Final score: New England 48, Oakland 


Multiply that incident by a few hundred and 
you know why | decided this time last year to 
offer my selections to the public. 


Accordingly | set up Mike Warren's All Pro 


ing a plan that lets everybody get into the 
act...as you'll see. Meantime, you may be 
wondering... 


“How come he’s that accurate” 


It's no accident. There's no magic. The psy- 
chic factor is practically nil. (You've got no 
right playing hunches till you've done your 
homework.) What does it is hard work and 
knowing your business. 


| have access to a computer. For any sport, | 
use a systems approach. In handicapping a 
horserace | want to know everything about a 


Our Hotline Picks. How We Did: WON 50...LOST 12...80.6%! 


Some Key Picks: 


9/17 Ark over Ark St 
9/17 Indiana over LSU 


10/29 N.C. over Maryland 7 
10/30 Tam Bay over S Fran 


What We Said: 


1 UPSET. Ala to win outright. “All the talk this 
week is how great So. Calif. is Ala has 


layed a tougher schedule. For us Ala is the 
st team’. 
2 “By 15". Texas has the talent, depth and 
class to win a nat'l championship. Ark. will 
come up short.” 


9/18 Dallas over Minn 
9/25 Denver over Bult 
9/25 Cinn over Seattle 
10/1 Tenn over Oreg St 
10/2 Atl over Giants 


*11/5 Syracuse over Navy 
“11/6 St. Lous over Minn 
11/12 Clemson over N.D. 8 
11/12 Miss St. over Miss 
11/13 St. Lou over Dallas 


10/2 Pitt over Cleve 

10/8 Ala over So Calif 1 
10/8 Ky over Miss St 
10/9 Phil over Giants 
10/9 Houston over Pitt 
10/15 Texas over Ark 2 
10/15 No. Car over N.C.St3 
10/16 Chic over Minn 4 
10/16 Den over Oak 
10/16 Dallas over Wash 5 
10/24 Atl over Chi 6 
10/24 LA over Minn 


11/25 UCLA over USC 
11/25 Okla over Nebr 
11/27 Seattle over S.D. 
“12/3 Fla St. over Fla 
*12/4 LA over Oakland 
“12/11 Cinn over Pitt 


12/11 Seattle over K.C. 


12/11 Seattle over K.C, 
12/18 Minn over Detr 9 


NFL Playoffs: 
6 out of 8-75%! 


College Bowls: 
4 out of our 5 
Best Bets -80%! 


12/11 Tam Bay over N.O, 
12/11 Tam Bay over N.O. 


3 “No. Car. by at least a touchdown.” 


4 “The Bears are for real. Minnesota is in for a 
long afternoon.” 


§ “By 15. Look for the Cowboys simply wear 
mashington down and pull off an easy 
win.” ? 

6 “We believe Atlanta will win it outright.” 

7 UPSET. “We believe the money boys are 
wrong. N.C. is the best team in the Atlantic 
Coast Conference.” 

8 Clemson almost took it outright 

9 Won by switching our pick on learning Detr. 


QB Landry out for game. USE THE 
HOTLINE! 


*UPSET...PLUS another 6 upsets in my Best Bet and regular picks. 


Football Forecast for the '77-'78 season and 
tested my picks with a small group of knowl- 
edgeable bettors. 


The results amazed even me: 


MY BEST BETS (sent out by newsletter four 
days before game time) WERE 74.4% ACCU- 
RATE AGAINST THE SPREAD. 


MY HOTLINE SELECTIONS picks (given by 
telephone the morning of the game) did 81%. 


THESE ARE THE BEST NUMBERS IN 
FOOTBALL. 


© We were in the money 14 weeks out of 
15: 
* In post season play, we got 4 out of the 5 
ee bowl genes we hammered on. 
® In NFL playoffs we got 6 out of 8. 
At one point we were over 90%. A friend of 


mine called me up ecstatic. He had won 
THOUSANDS. 


“Mike,” he said, “you're fantastic. I've used 
every hotline in the business. Nobody does 
90%. And they charge $500 and $1000.” 


So be it. I'm going the other way. I'm structur- 
“THIS WAS '76, OF COURSE! 


horse: his breeding, his owner, trainer and 
jockey, his speed and class and prior consis- 
tency, the weather, the turf, etc. 


Picture this approach translated into football, 
where we input 50 factors into every game, 
including power points, individual matchups, 
conference and divisions strength, the sched- 
ule, run pass ratio, third down efficiency, big 
play coefficient, proficiency against the 
spread, injuries, morale, weather and many 
other variables including even biorhythms— 
and you begin to understand why my 81% 
Hotline accuracy was no one-time 
fluke,...and why this year we should do every 
bit as well,...and maybe better. Yes, | assure 
you... 


We will clobber Vegas. (And why not?—all 
they're after is a shot at your money), Here's 
what makes them vulnerable. 


Incredibly, the Vegas line is NOT that accu- 
rate. Last year for example, their record for 
predicting the point differentials (the spread) 
between winning and losing NFL teams was: 
86 right...94 wrong... 12 ties..and 4 passes 
(pick em). That's ONLY 47.7%! 


That's why Vegas offers its opening line to a 
private group of high rollers before the public 
sees it—to find out where the smart money is 
going so they can adjust the point spread 
accordingly. 

However, smart money isn't always that 
smart. Many times the private line would have 
made them money where the public line lost 
it. 


That's why | can beat the pants off Vegas. 
They have to adjust the line to find “the mid- 
dle” —the point in the spread where, if they 
guess right, they make eats if they 
luess wrong, they don't urt too badly. 
nsequent V they have to know who's betting 
how much on who. 


Now do you see why | said, Sit back, relax. I'm 
going to make you a millionaire? | actually 


can...if you'll let me! 

A. | know what I'm doing. I’m a proven 
Winner. 

B. My record last year was no fluke. 

C. The “system” aorely favors the 
bettor with even a sl pe winning 
percentage provided it’s 
consistent. 

D. I've got the winningest percentage 
in football! 


The fact is, break even occurs at 52.4%. At 
60% already you can quadruple your stake. At 
65% you can net 27 times your original stake! 
You take it from there... just keep one number 
in mind: 81%....PROVEN! 


MY “50-POWER PYRAMID". How it worked last year: 
HOW $80...BECAME...$4,764! 


Let's say you bet only $20 a game on each of our Hotline games the first week and then banked 
one half of your first week's winnings and added the other half to your stake for the following 
week—and continued doing so for the rest of the season and into the postseason, Here's how you 


would have bet, , 


Bet g 
Week Stake Unit W/L 


Ts. to | $180 [$36] an 


[4 (108) | $202 [ssa | on [sim | sos | 
sore [sae [see [30 [sees 0 
Ts 102) | saa] s 72] oi | $060 | $79 | 
T7079) | s 572 | sia | an | s 409 | sis7 
Te. (iis) | s 708 | si77 | on | S531 | S195 
Toca] s 076 | seo | 18 | $219 | S723 
io. (1119) | sara | size | a0 | $372| 8 0 
rit. (17726) | s 560 | $140 | a | 8 420 | sisa_| 
2, (72m) | $695 | $139 | an] § 656 | $153 | 


and es .NEED | SAY MORE? 
Won 


|_1.( 9/17) | $_80]$ 20] 40 | s 60] $ 0 | 
|_2.( 9/24) | $ 120 1$ 40 | 30 | $120 | $ 0 | 
LS 144 | 


ad 


Lost pa 


= 
| $60 | 
|S 52. | 
| 56_| 
| $144 
| $140 _| 
|_ $136 _| 


| S168 | 
4} 


13. (12/10) $250 
$1156 $ 867 | $318 _| $275 


[5 2s) | sines | sr [wor stvee [so] sie 


31428 50/12 


That's close to 60 TIMES YOUR ORIGINAL STAKE. 
or a winning percentage of 5.955%! 


Me—!| pay no attention to any of that. (After 
all, there are guys out there who bet against 
the Raiders because they don't like black jer- 
seys or who bet the Browns because Uncle 
Louie lives in Cleveland—c’mon!) | take the 
position /’m the smart money. 


Do you understand what I'm sy AE 
BECAUSE VEGAS MUST RESPOND TO 
THE DIRECTION OF BETTING ACTION. 
THEY CANNOT BE AS ACCURATE AS THE 
SMART INDEPENDENT HANDICAPPER. 


And that's why Vegas is ripe for the taking. 
And here's how you and | are going to do it: 


The Pyramid! That's right. Racing gives 
you those ju le icy $20 and $30 horses every 
so often. But football is an even money 
proposition: bet $100 to win $100. So how 
do we make real money?.... The Pyramid 
, where you 
have an 87.5% chance of losing, pyramid- 
ing can kill you. 


But in football—where you've got an even 
shot—IF YOU CAN BANK ON A REASON- 
ABLY CONSISTENT WINNING PERCENT- 
AGE, PYRAMIDING CAN MAKE YOU A 
FORTUNE...AND | CAN PROVE IT! 


Take a look at the table above. It shows that if 
you have bet just $20 on each of my 4 Hotline 
picks the first week of the season—that's $80 
in total—and had bet my Hotline thereafter 
according to my simple ty eieegie 9 aod 
dure—YOU WOULD HAVE WOUND UP 
WITH $4,764! And | can verify it. 


(le eee all this in more detail in my book, 
which you'll get as a bonus. Read on...) 


$1428 $1908 
Nel winning last week $1428 
slake $1428 


Okay, So Are You Ready...Here’'s 
My Deal: 


Like my friend said, some hotlines charge you 
$500 or $1,000 for a couple of picks a week 
and can't touch my 81%. | m going to give you 
a whole lot more for a whole lot less because | 
want you as a steady customer who'll stay 
with me year in and year out. (You'll get your 
million—and it won't take that long!) 


Here is my offer: 


If you’re an experienced bettor (and you 
know I'm offering you the best deal in 
football): 


® | will give you at least 6 selections a week 
for the entire 13 Week College season and 
the newly expanded 16 week NFL sched- 
ule. Each Wednesday |! will mail you m 
NEWSLETTER containing my BES 
BETS—selections that did 74.4% last sea- 
son...Each Saturday and Sunda’ hes you wi) 
call me on ny private number so 
you my 81% accurate HOTLINE PIC ‘S, 
ecto where by waiting till the last min- 
ute for bio sade information WE CAN 
SCORE 
Fee: S100 


If you're not absolutely certain (or you can't 
spring for the whole tab): 


*| will give you the same service as out- 
lined above, but for a two week trial period. 
| guarantee you at least 12 selections for 
that period—that's 12 chances to win back 
your stake and join up for the rest fo the 
season! 

Fee: $20 
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Either way, you'll want to investigate pyramid- 
ing further, so | am sending you, as a bonus, 
your copy of my new 
book, It explains in 
detail how you can 
systematically snow- 
ball your starting 
stake —whether it's 
$50 or $1,000—into 
30, 40 and even 50 
times its size: 
“POWER PYRAMID- 
ING. HOW TO 
SCORE BIG IN 
FOOTBALL.” 


Act Now 


If you're going to pass, pass for the right rea- 
son: you don't bet or you're stone broke 


But if you bet at all...whether it's the bi 
action or the office pool, my method is ook 
proof. NO WAY can | fail to deliver at least a 
high enough—and consistent enou ea 
centage for you to SCORE BIGGE 

YOUR HAVE EVER SCORED BEFORE. 


Imagine! Money to put your kids through “et 
lege. To start your own business. To bu 
lovely home, a new car, a boat... To estab Ish 
your independence. . -hey, | don't have to 
stroke you with visions of what real money can 
do for you. 


In fact, | don’t want to. Human nature is 
funny...By now, 9 out of 10 readers have 
already turned the p29 ge. That's fine by me. 
Let's not kill the golden goose. Just give me a 
handful fo smart bettors— intelligent individu- 
See still have the sense they were bom 
wit 


That way you and | can collect our nice, crisp 
new $50's and $100's every weekend, and by 
the time Vegas figures out what's going on, 
they won't be able to do a thing about it! 


lf coupon is removed, write me direct c/o Baltimore 
Bulletin, 23-25 Walker Ave., Baltimore, MD 21208. 


Dear Mike, 


You're right! | dare not tum down your offer—it 
makes too much sense! 


[© Sign me up for the two week initial period. 
Send me your Newsletter with your “BEST 
BET” picks that did 74.7% last season. 
Send me your telephone HOTLINE number 
so | can get your 81% picks, too! | promise 
not to share your selections with other bet- 
tors, and you have my assurance that if | 
win, I'll come aboard as a full time sub- 
scriber. Fee $20. 


Ol don’t want to run the risk of missing a 
week or two of selections. Enroll me now 
for the whole deal — Newsletter and Hotline 
tor the full season. Fee $100. 


And please rush me my copy of "POWER PYRA- 
MIDING: HOW TO SCORE BIG IN 


FOOTBALL.” 
GEnclosed is my check  O Bill my credit card 


© Visa/BankAmericard 

© American Express 

0 Master Charge 

Card Number 

Expiration Date; 

0  ———— 
Name 

So | a 


City State Zip 


make checks paar to: aye vlis Bulletin, 23-25 
Walker Ave., more, MD 212! 


Please do not send cash can the mails. 
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PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 


PREDICTION 5th 


D* you ever see a big guy cry? 
A big guy pull his red eyes 
through his shoulder pads and 
hug his coach and weep in de- 
feat? 

It is a scene too typical in the 
locker room of the Eagles. The 
Eagles lost a lot of football games, 
which with some good fortune, 
they could win, Example: They 
lost last year to the Lions 17-13 
because of a fourth-quarter foul 
up. Bill Bergey, their bearded line- 
backer who is as talented as any 
player in the league at the posi- 
tion, made 16 tackles in that 
game. He is a bearded; articulate, 
intelligent, sensitive man of 245 
pounds. He deserves better than 
playing for a loser. 

“T cried after this one,” Ber- 
gey said. “I wasn’t the only one 
in this room who did. I cried in 
other years, too. 

“T take a lot of pride in my 
football. People 300 pounds cry. 
They’re showing a little emotion. 
It doesn’t mean you’re a baby.” 

So it is in Philadelphia, where 
only the fans have stopped crying 
and just boo. 

“Last year we won 5 and lost 
9 and four or five of those losses 
could easily have been wins,” said 
Dick Vermeil, a coach who sur- 
vived to work the third year on 
his $800,000 contract. 

The: Eagles were vastly im- 
proved last year. Their pass rush 
became stronger, the offense more 
productive. And still they lost. 
Much more improvement is 
needed. But such is unlikely. 

There are two reason for the 
treadmilling of the Eagles. 

1. Their 1978 schedule is a 
terror. Not only must they play 
champion Dallas and Washington 
in their own division. They also 
must combat Miami, Los Angeles, 
Baltimore, New England and 
Minnesota, 

The Eagles, bluntly, are not 
close to becoming a competitive 


RON JAWORSKI (7), Eagles quarterback, talks with Coach DICK VERMEIL. 


football team yet. They don’t be- 
long in the same game with the 
better teams. Putting it simply, 
hitting the target, Vermeil said: 

“Tt’s going to be tough because 
we'll be playing all winning teams 
and we haven’t beaten a winning 
team in the two years that I’ve 
been here.” 

2. This second reason is why 
the Eagles cannot be competitive 
for a while. The Eagles have not 
had a No. 1 draft choice since 
1973. They have not had a No. 2 
draft choice since 1973. The draft 
is the lifeblood of every pro foot- 
ball team but George Allen’s, And 
the Eagles long ago bartered away 
their high draft choices for a 
smattering of veterans—including 
the marvelous Bill Bergey. 

Or to put it graphically, the 
Hagles did not have a draft choice 
in the first two rounds this year. 
They had none in the first four 
draft rounds last year. They had 
none in the first three rounds in 
1976. They had none through the 
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DICK VERMEIL, Coach. 
Assistants: Chuck Clausen, Dick 
Coury, Ken Iman, Duane Put- 
nam, John Roland, Fred Bruney, 
Marion Campbel, Bill Davis, Bill 
McPherson. 


first six rounds in 1975. They 
had none in the first two rounds 
in 1974, 

It is not the proper method to 
build a football team and cause it 
to stop crying. Compare the 
Philadelphia method with Dallas’ 
stockpiling of high draft choices. 
Or with Denver, Oakland and all 
the elite of the AFC. 

The Eagles do not give them- 
selves even the chance to make 
mistakes at the draft board. They 
just wait until all the best colle- 
gians have been grabbed and 
then hope to be lucky and find 
something useful on the waiver 
lists. 

So without the benefits en- 
joyed by other coaches, Vermeil 
does a decent job by putting to- 
gether bits and pieces. 

Last year’s objective was to 
add to the touchdown produc- 
tion. With Ron Jaworski new at 
quarterback, the Eagles upped 
their touchdown production from 
19 to an acceptable 29. They 
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grew from 165 points to 220. But 
they could win only two more 
games. 

“We have to get up in the 
neighborhood of scoring 300 
points,” Vermeil said ambitious- 
ly. “We improved in our scoring 
last year but we were so bad in 
1976 that there was no way to go 
but up.” 

Jaworski threw 19 touchdown 
passes and scored five times him- 
self in running Vermeil’s re- 
vamped offense. 

In tribute to him, the coach 
said: “I’m convinced that it’s not 
so much what offense you run in 
pro ball, it’s who has his hands 
on the ball that makes the dif- 
ference in how many points you 
score,” 

One concept Vermeil wanted to 
develop was that of a balanced 
offense—the good mix between 
running and passing. In ’75, the 
Eagles were wild on the pass. 
Their running was atrocious. A 
year later the running became 
much better and their passing 
was terrible. 

Enter Jaworski—and last year 
Vermeil had the desired balance 
of offense. Jaworski came over 
from the Rams, where he had 


LARRY MARSHALL (22) of Philadelphia led NFC in punt returns last year. 


Fr . j +i “al : 


simmered on the bench behind a 
succession of athletes. 

He is still a learning quarter- 
back, though. 

Behind him the Eagles do have 
quarterback depth with John 
Walton and Mike Cordova. 

It is Jaworski’s luck to be 
blessed with one of the best re- 
ceivers in the league—Harold 
Carmichael. The 6-8 Carmichael 
is good for about 50 catches a 
year; 46 last year, including seven 
for touchdowns. He has caught at 
least one pass in his last 80 games. 
On the other side, the Eagles also 
have a fine catcher in Charlie 
Smith. There is depth, too, with 
Ken Payne and Vince Papale. 

Keith Krepfle is the incumbent 
at tight end. His forte is block- 
ing. 

The runners who contributed 
to the concept of balance are a 
nondescript group. Their names 
don’t ring familiar. But Mike 
Hogan is a good plugging full- 
back who’ll do for four yards a 
carry. Herb Lusk has breakaway 
potential. Tom Sullivan’s strength 
is reliability. Vermeil likes Cleve- 
land Franklin and has nice things 
to say about Wilbert Montgomery, 
an elusive speedster. The Eagles 


~_ 


F 


35 


also have Jim Betterson. All but 
Sullivan are young with only two 
years or less of pro experience. 

The offensive line does need 
bolstering. Jaworski went down 
47 times last year, too much to 
sustain an effective offense. 

On the line Vermeil has Stan 
Walters and Ed George at the 
tackles, Jerry Sisemore and Wade 
Key at the guards and Guy Mor- 
riss as center. Walter is regarded 
by opponents as a good blocker. 
In reserve, there are Dennis 
Franks, who could become the 
starting center, Donnie Green, 
Tom Luken. 

Vermeil now uses the 3-4 de- 
fense and it worked last year. 
The club gave up 207 points, 
which is rather stingy for a team 
that could win only five times. 

The credit goes to Bergey and 
to Carl Hairston, who blossomed 
as a pass rusher. The Eagles’ pass 
rush got to other quarterbacks 47 
times, a figure neutralized by the 
team’s offensive line. 

The big rush did enable the 
Eagles to have 21 interceptions— 
again a figure matching exactly 
the interceptions thrown by the 
offense. 

Along with Hairston on the 
pass rush line there are Manny 
Sistrunk at the other outside spot 
and either Charlie Johnson or 
Lem Burnham in the middle. 
Burnham was a rookie at 29 last 
year and is described as a pass 
rushing specialist. They have vet- 
eran Pete Lazetich who could 
work in as a starter. 

Bergey’s playmates from line- 
backer are John Bunting, Frank 
LeMaster and Drew Mahalic. 
Vermeil would like to work Le- 
Master into an inside position, 
where his abilities could be better 
used, For this reason, the Eagles 
when they finally did get a draft 
choice picked rookie Reggie 
Wilkes on the third round. 
Wilkes is being counted upon as 
a starter. They also added Tom 
Graham from San Diego. 

The fourth-round choice also 
was a defensive player, tackle 
Dennis Harrison. 

The secondary, with a fine in- 
terception, record, is reliable. 
Herman Edwards could become 
a starter as a second-year corner- 
back. On the other side, the Ea- 
gles have John Outlaw, a veteran 
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who at 33 could start to suffer 
from diminishing skills. 

The safetymen are a strength. 
Randy Logan is developing into 
a dependable player on the 
strong side. Vermeil is enthusias- 
tic about the play of John San- 
ders, who was new to free safety 
last season. “By the end of the 
year we felt he was playing free 
safety second to only about two 
free safeties that we played 
against all year.” 

For depth in the secondary, the 
Eagles have Eric Johnson, Mar- 
tin Mitchell and Kevin Russell. 

The special teams are some- 
thing the Eagles can be proud of. 
Larry Marshall led the NFC in 
punt returns. Wilbert Montgom- 
ery led the NFC in kickoff re- 
turns. 

But the place kicking was a 
horror to Vermeil. He tried three 
kickers last year and the third of 
these, veteran Nick Mike-Mayer, 
is the coach’s choice for this sea- 
son. Spike Jones is an in-and- 
out punter. 

Until they start participating 
in the draft again, the Eagles will 
do a lot of boo-hooing in their 
locker room. Their fans will do 
a lot of plain booing in the stands. 


BILL BERGEY is Eagles’ perennial 
All-Pro at middle linebacker post. 


——_ ca 


HAROLD CARMICHAEL (17) has caught 
at least 40 passes and scored five TDs 
in each of past five seasons for Eagles, 


1977 LEADERS AND NFC RATINGS 
SCORING—Carmichael, 42 points on 
» fies iO st SE | Pe Lewes: 
RUSHING—Hogan, 155 carries for 
546 yds., 3.5 Avg. ; Sp ee 
PASSING—Jaworski, 166 of 346 at- 
tempts for 2183 yds., 18 TDs _... 10th 
RECEIVING—Carmichael, 46 recep- 
tions for 665 yds., 14.5 Avg., 7 TDs 5th 
INTERCEPTIONS—Sanders, 6 for 122 


yds., 20.3 Avg. . x 3rd 
PUNTING—Jones, 93 punts, 37.2 
Avg., longest 68 yds. ..._.........10th 
PUNT RETURNS—Marshall, 46 for 
489 yds., 10.6 Avg. .. elves Wat 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Montgomery, 23 
for 619 yds., 26.9 Avg.,1 TD .. Ist 


Pre-season Games 
July 29 Miami at Canton, O. 
Aug. 5 N. Orleans at Mexico:-City 
14 AT Houston (N) 
19 AT Atlanta (N) 
25 N.Y. JETS (N) 


1978 SCHEDULE 1977 Scores 
Sept. 3 LOS ANGELES 0-20 
10 AT Washington 17-23 
17 AT New Orleans 28-7 
24 MIAMI a 
Oct. 1 AT Baltimore — 
8 AT New England 6-14 
15 WASHINGTON 14-17 
22 AT Dallas 14-24 
29 ST. LOUIS 17-21 
Nov. 5 GREEN BAY —_— 
12 N.Y. JETS 27-0 
19 AT N.Y. Giants 28-10 
26 AT ST. Louis 16-21 
Dec. 3 AT Minnesota — 
10 DALLAS 10-16 
17 N.Y. GIANTS 17-14 
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EAGLES‘ 
No. Name Pos. 
66 Bergey, Bill LB 
34 Betterson, J. RB 


95 Bunting, John LB 
67 Burnham, Lem ODE 
17 Carmichael, H. WR 
46 Edwards, H. c 
59 Ehlers, Tom LB 
30 Franklin, C. RB 
53 Franks, Dennis C 
64 George, Ed a 
Graham, Tom LB 
74 Green, Don T 
78 Hairston, Cart DE 
89 Henry, Wally WR 
35 Hogan, Mike RB 
9 Hoopes, Mitch P 
7 Jaworski, Ron QB 
65 Johnson, Charlie MG 
49 Johnson, Eric Ss 
6 Jones, Spike P 
72 Key, Wade G 
84 Krepfle, Keith TE 
73 Lazetich, Pete MG 
55 LeMaster, Frank LB 
41 Logan, Randy S 
Luken, Tom G 
32 Lusk, Herb RB 
54 Mahalic, Drew LB 
22 Marshall, Larry KR 
1 Mike-Mayer, Nick K 
48 Mitchell, Martin DB 
31 Montgomery, W. RB 
50 Morriss, Guy c 
71 Nelson, Dennis T 


- 86 Osborne, Richard TE 


20 Outlaw, Johnny CB 
83 Papale, Vince WR 
82 Payne, Ken WR 
57 Reed, James LB 
26 Sanders, John S 
76 Sisemore, Jerry G 
79 Sistrunk, Manny DE 
85 Smith, Charles WR 
25 Sullivan, Tom RB 
58 Tautolo, Terry LB 
75 Walters, Stan rr 
11 Walton, John QB 


Round _ Pos. 
3 Wilkes, Reggie LB 
4 Harrison, Dennis DE 
5 Banks, Norris FB 
7 Marshall,Greg ODT 
9 Williams, Chas. CB 
11 Campfield, Bill HB 
12 Slater, Mark c 
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College 
Arkansas St. 
No. Carolina 
No. Carolina 


Wake Forest 
Oregon 
Purdue 

Md. E-Shore 
UCLA 


Chattanooga 
Arizona 
Youngstown 
Colorado 
Wash. State 
Georgia 

SW Tex. St. 
lowa St. 
Stanford 
Kentucky 
Michigan 
Purdue 
Long Beach 
Notre Dame 
Maryland 
Temple 
Tulane 

Ab. Chr. 
Texas Chr. 
Illinois St. 
Texas A&M 
Jackson St. 
St. Joseph's 
Langston 
California 
So, Dakota 


Syracuse 
Eliz. City 


College 
Georgia Tech 
Vanderbilt 
Kansas 
Oregon St. 
Jackson St. 
Kansas 
Minnesota 
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MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


PREDICTION Ist 


S ee Bud Grant in the middle of 

the television screen. See Bud, 
the human icicle, almost smile. 
See him, hands stuffed into the 
pockets of the purple parka, the 
hood over his purple baseball cap, 
the telephone set stuck to his 
head like antlers. See Bud’s team, 
the elderly and incurable, defeat 
the aging process. See that team 
keeping winning just enough. See 
the Vikings back in the playoffs, 
the 10th time in 11 years. 

What keeps Bud’s team there 
every December when Pete Ro- 
zelle starts his tournament to 
the Super Bowl? The answer is 
simple. The Bears, Lions, Packers 
and now the Buccaneers keep the 
Vikings there. 

In any other division of the 
realm the Vikings would have 
little opportunity to finish first 
and return to the playoffs. But 
this is the NFC Central. It used 


to be called the Black and Blue 
Division in reverence of its overall 
might. But that was a decade ago 
when the Vikings were young— 
and Bud Grant started this domi- 
nation. The Vikings have this 
chance to win this division again 
this year by the usual theory. 
They are plainly better than all 
the other teams in their own 
group. 

Grant himself explained the 
way this theory works in capsu- 
ling last season. It was a season 
in which Francis Tarkenton was 
laid low, carted off at midyear. It 
was a year in which the once 
proudly stubborn defense did 
start to feel the woes of aging. 
But it was a year in which the 
Vikings went 9-5, not spectacular, 
but sufficient to win the NFC 
Central for the ninth time in 10 
years, the fifth year in succession. 

Given their edge, the Vikings 
managed to beat the Rams in 
the playoffs on their special turf, 
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H. P. “BUD” GRANT, Coach. 
Assistants: Bus Mertes, John Mi- 
chels, Jerry Burns, Jocko Nelson, 
Murray Warmath. 


the off field. In this case it was 
a quagmire in the Los Angeles 
monsoon season. 

Only then did the Vikings per- 
ish on the artificial turf at Dal- 
las. 

Listen to Bud Grant preach his 
wisdom: 

“We've always felt that the key 
to a championship is the games 
within your division. In our case, 
we had them all in a row after we 
played Dallas (an opening game 
16-10 loss to Dallas)—Tampa 
Bay, Detroit and Chicago. And 
we won them all, The way things 
were to go later in the season, 
those four straight victories 
were critical. 

“Later on in the season, we 
started running into teams at the 
wrong time.” 

To put it statistically, the Vi- 
kings in the regular season were 
a spiffy 6-1 against the teams 
within the Central. That means 
against the rest of pro football 


FRAN TARKENTON (left), BOB LEE (center) and TOMMY KRAMER comprise Vikings’ outstanding quarterback crew. 
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JEFF SIEMON (50), veteran Vikings’ LB, is a head-hunter. 


the Vikings were 3-4—or 4-5 in- 
cluding the playofis, 

To win in the Central is not 
to win elsewhere. 

Bud speaks of wisdom, too, of 
his favorite ally, the rotten 
weather which afflicts the other 
teams. Like the Rams home in 
LA with superior personnel. 

“When you deal with bad 
weather such as we do, I think a 
philosophy develops. We talk to 
the players about the weather. 
We tell them that in bad weather 
you can lose a game to a team 
that isn’t as good as you are... 
or you can beat a team that is 
better than you are.” 

This is a profound man, Bud 
Grant. 

So instead of withering away, 
the Vikings run dominant in 
their cozy division. In this way 
they make the playoffs every De- 
cember—and four times they 
made the Super Bowl and lost. 
But at least they have been there. 

Now wise Bud makes his proc- 
lamation for 1978. “‘We’re a vet- 
eran team, but not an old team. 
We’ve got good leadership. We’ve 
got starters returning at every 
position. We’re not revamping 
our entire operation.” 

Click—the Bears and Lions, 
the other Central teams with re- 


mote chances of unseating the 
Vikings, are revamping their op- 
erations with new coaches. 

It boils down to everything 
Bud says. But it boils down 
further the old standby, Francis 
Tarkenton. Does he come back as 
brilliantly effective as he was be- 
fore a lineman’s rush busted his 
ankle before? Can he scoot and 
holler as he once did now that 
he’s the ripe age of 38? 

The belief is he cannot play 
with his old-style potency,- with 
the flair of yesteryear. His career 
statistics top all the quarterbacks 
in the history of the game. They 
surpass John Unitas’, Bart 
Starr’s, Joe Namath’s, Roger 
Staubach’s. But they have won 
Super Bowls. Francis Tarkenton 
never has. 

But the belief also is Fran Tar- 
kenton retains enough of the po- 
tency and flair to lead this team 
again to victory in this division. 

Behind him there are Bob Lee 
and Tommy Kramer. Lee has 
won some—he beat the Rams— 
but he is classified as a roust- 
about, a quarterback who can be 
depended upon some of the time. 
Kramer did well enough on the 
absence last year. Kramer was a 
rookie then and he does have 
some experience. Likely now he 
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CHUCK FOREMAN gained 1112 yards last year for Vikings. 


occasions he played in Francis’ 
would play this year more regu- 
larly should Francis happen to 
go out again. Kramer is Tarken- 
ton’s chosen heir. 

He represents the undersung 
youth of this club. Through the 
years the Vikings have drafted 
well to fill in when the time comes 
that the old players must be re- 
placed. Such youngsters are plen- 
tiful. But most of them sit and 
wait on this team that has 12 
of 22 expected starters at age 30 
or older. 

But other than at quarterback, 
none of the fogies are at the skill 
positions on offense. These are 


the wide receivers and runners. 

Tarkenton has said < plays 
now with the most giiji.| receiv- 
ers he has ever had. So truce. He 


throws to Ahmad Rashad and 
Sammy White. Each is a brilliant 
catcher who can go deep. Rashad 
had 51 catches last year, White 
41, White is as slick a receiver as 
can be found in the league, with 
nine touchdowns last year. For 
depth there is Bob Grim, Mike 
Jones and John Square. 

Stu Voigt, the tight end, is in- 
cluded in Tarkenton’s speech 
about the best group of receivers 
he ever had. Voigt is 30 now, a 
tough man. Behind him there is 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


Bob Tucker, an ace at catching 
the ball, picked up for a song last 
season from the Giants. The Vi- 
kings also have Steve Craig to 
play tight end. 

Chuck Foreman, the most ver- 
satile back in the conference, 
leads the running game as an an- 
nual Thousand-Yard gainer. He 
had 1112 yards rushing last year 
and 38 pass catches for 308 more. 
He scored nine touchdowns, fewer 
than usual. Running with Fore- 
man is Brent McClanahan, who 
has the misfortune to fumble 
too often. In reserve, the Vikings 
have Robert Miller, Sammy John- 
son, Mark Keller and Manfred 
Moore, 

Normally, the Vikings have had 
excellent pass protection. But the 
line blocking lost something last 
year and the quarterbacks were 
trapped too often, 35 times. The 
line is intact, but getting perhaps 
too old. Mick Tingelhoff, the cen- 
ter, is now 38, Ron Yary, the 
right tackle is 32, and Ed White, 
the right guard is 31. On the 
other side tackle Steve Riley and 
guard Charles Goodrum are in 
their 20s. The line lacks decent 


30 times, not enough. The Vi- 
kings helped themselves to 16 in- 
terceptions, big plays as Grant 
calls them, and not quite enough 
of those. 

The reason is basic. The de- 
fensive line, if it goes unaltered, 
averages out to almost 35 years 
per man. Jim Marshall is 40, close 
to 41 actually. Carl Eller is 36. 
They supply the outside rush, or 
the memory of it. Inside Alan 
Page is 33 and Doug Sutherland 
is the kid of the old unit at 30. 
But Mark Mullaney, one of those 
drafted, trained and waiting, is 
due to break in as an outside 
starter. And the first draft choice, 
Randy Holloway from Pitt, will 
be ready soon as he absorbs Bud’s 
philosophies. James White and 
Joe Jackson back up at the de- 
fensive tackles. 

The linebackers have been al- 
tered in recent years. All three 
now are in their maneuverable 
20s. Jeff Siemon is a strength in 
the middle, now the linebacking 
elder at 28. Matt Blair and Fred 
MeNeill are strong outside men. 
Wally Hilgenberg, a grand old 
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pro, is now a sometimes helper 
at 35 going on 36. Scott Studwell 
is a veteran reserve and third- 
round draftee Whip Walton is on 
hand to learn. 

But the age again is a problem 
in the secondary. It is still good 
but not as good as five years ago. 
Holdover corners are Bobby Bry- 
ant, 34 and Nate Wright, 30. Paul 
Krause roams from free safety at 
36, but had only two intercep- 
tions last year. The kid in the 
backfield is Jeff Wright, 29, the 
strong safety. Phil Wise, Nate 
Allen and Joe Blahak are vet re- 
serves. John Turner, the second- 
round choice, is to be groomed to 
play cornerback. 

Grant is big on good kicking. 
Fred Cox, the longtime place 
kicker, has retired with his scor- 
ing records. Richard Danmeier is 
his successor. Grant was unhappy 
with Neil Clabo’s punting last 
year, but statistically it was 
among the best and he returns. 

See Bud mop up on the other 
guys in the division. See Bud go 
back to the playoffs. 


VIKINGS’ VETERAN ROSTE 
Yrs. 
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CHICAGO BEARS 


PREDICTION 2nd 


What is prettier on a Sunday 
afternoon than a sleek run- 
ning back squirming toward the 
defense through a hole pried open 
by two blockers, cutting left, then 
right with stuttersteps, then 
prancing into the end zone? Then 
there, handing the ball to the 
right guard who spikes it joy- 
ously into the ground? What is 
prettier? 

The Bears, in good and bad 
times of their fabled history, have 
been blessed by such prettiness. 
They have had a legacy of run- 


WALTER PAYTON ran for 1852 yards, tops in NFL in ‘77, and scored 16 times. 


wu 
iF 


ning backs. It dates back to Red 
Grange, the Galloping Ghost, and 
runs through the exploits of 
Paddy Driscoll, Bronko Nagur- 
ski, Beattie Feathers, Bill Osman- 
ski, George McAfee, Rick Casares 
and Gale Sayers. 

And now there is Walter Pay- 
ton, He fits this mold of what 
the world believes is a running 
back for the Chicago Bears. He 
is the No. 1 runner in football, 
the current king. Last year he 
ran for 1852 yards, the most in 
the entire NFL. 

“Individual goals are not im- 
portant,” Walter Payton says. 


we 
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STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


NEILL ARMSTRONG, Coach. 
Assistants: Jerry Frei, Hank Kuhl- 
mann, Jim LaRue, Buddy Ryan, 
Ken Meyer, Doug Scovil. 


“When I’m finished playing, the 
biggest compliment I could re- 
ceive about my career would be 
for people to say, ‘Walter Payton 
was a team ball player.” 

It might take Walter Payton 
running for 3000 yards to carry 
the Bears to the Super Bowl. 

The king of the running backs? 
Well, there are other claimants. 

It will be settled early. On the 
second Sunday of the new sea- 
son. At San Francisco. It will be 
Walter Payton vs. O.J. Simpson. 

Two guys, who protest they 
do not run for themselves, will be 
doing so that Sunday. But right 
now Walter Payton has the edge, 
going in. It was he who enacted 
the scenario described above, cul- 
minated with the guard spiking 
the touchdown ball, 14 times last 
year. In addition to his 14 touch- 
downs via ground, Payton scored 
two more on passes, 

It is quite an offensive arsenal 
inherited by Neill Armstrong. 
Neill Armstrong is the new coach. 
He never walked on the moon 
saying “One small step for man, 
one giant step for mankind.” But 
he did coach defense for Bud 
Grant at Minnesota. He did par- 
ticipate in playoffs 11 times in 
his 14 seasons as a player and 
assistant coach in the pros. 

He became a head coach as 
part of the massive shuffle of 10 
coaches in the league. When 
Chuck Knox went to Buffalo and 
George Allen went to Los An- 
geles, Jack Pardee went to Wash- 
ington. Pardee’s defection left a 
surprise vacancy at Chicago. The 
Bears, 9-5 for the season, had 
made it to the playoffs for the 
first time in 14 years. Chicago 
burned up with feverish excite- 
ment. The Bears were trounced in 
their playoff game at Dallas, 37- 
7. They didn’t belong with Dal- 
las. But having reached the play- 
offs, there were great expectations 
for this year. But in the wake of 
the playoff loss, Pardee spoke of 
his dissatisfaction in Chicago. He 
disliked the inferior practice fa- 
cilities, generally complained 
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BOB AVELLINI has been Bears’ start- 
ing quarterback for past two years. 


about the situation, was unhappy 
with the dough. After much pub- 
lic bickering and negotiation, 
Pardee jumped to the Redskins 
as soon as the vacancy became 
official. 

So Jim Finks, the ex-Minne- 
sota GM who had rebuilt the 
Bears to respectability, went to 
his old team for the new coach. 
Armstrong’s record could not be 
knocked. 

His philosophy, well, it comes 
out a little bit like George Allen’s. 
Hurry, get that defense on the 
field. 

“T’yve coached for 23 years,” 
Armstrong said. “I was drafted 
as an offensive player but I ended 
up playing defense with the 
Eagles. Coaching defense makes 
you realize what you need on 
offense. Walter Payton and Bob 
Avellini are important in the 
makeup of the team but it takes 
everyone to make a successful of- 
fense. But team defense is what 
wins.” 

Last year the Bears’ offense 
was the third most productive in 
the league and the second most 
productive in the conference. The 
other teams which surpassed the 


Bears’ 332.5 yards per game were 
the Cowboys and Raiders. Win- 
ning company. 

On the back of the silver dol- 
lar, Armstrong’s defense—it was 
Pardee’s then—yielded more than 
300 yards per game. The defense 
was sixth worst in the league. 

“Not many coaches inherit a 
9-5 team,” Armstrong did admit. 
“T feel fortunate and privileged.” 

Last season’s 9-5 represented 
the Bears’ best since 1965 and 
their first winning record in eight 
years. 

They have the stuff to go on, 
their offense productive and now 
maturing. But as Armstrong was 
quick to say, their defense does 
lack title skill and consistency. 

Rough-hewn Bob Avellini has 
been a regular quarterback only 
two years. Both those years he 
was not regarded as the No. 1 
until the season started. He was 
less experienced than the men 
expected to win the job. But he 
won on his toughness, his desire. 
He is no artist. But in the style 
of a Bobby Layne, a Billy Kil- 
mer, a lot of quarterbacks who 
were not fancy, Avellini is a win- 
ner. His record is 18 victories in 
32 regular season starts. 

*Avellini goes down hard but 
he gets up easy,” said Arm- 
strong, in the ultimate of praise. 
Last year he got the Bears to the 
playofis, a winning achievement 
for a kid team. 

A year ago Mike Phipps had 
been acquired from Cleveland to 
play quarterback. Phipps made 
cameo appearances behind Avel- 
lini in three games. This year 
there is no competition. Avellini 
is No. 1 with Phipps, a more- 
tested veteran, still his backup. 
Vince Evans is No. 3, strong- 
armed, but learning and a 
strength as a kickoff return man. 

The Bears have finally gotten 
themselves the receivers they 
needed in the down years. James 
Scott plays wide with speed and 
grace. He caught 50 throws from 
Avellini last year. He is one of 
14 free agents on the Bears’ ros- 
ter. Three others compete for the 
wide receiver spot on the other 
side—Brian Baschnagel, Bo Ra- 
ther and Steve Schubert. Steve 
Rivera also is on the roster. 

The tight end is Greg Latta, 
who helped keep the Bears mov- 
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JAMES SCOTT caught 50 passes for 
809 yards, 3 TDs in 1977 season, 


ing to the playoffs last year with 
a 37-yard touchdown catch with 
three seconds left against Kansas 
City. He is, though, a better 
catcher than blocker. Behind 
Latta the Bears have Bob Moore. 

With Payton in the running 
backfield, there is Roland Har- 
per. They work perfectly. Harper 
was a last-round choice the year 
Payton was picked first. Last 
year Harper ran for a decent 457 
yards on the plays he did not 
flatten somebody for Payton. In 
reserve, the Bears have Johnny 
Musso, Robin Earl and Art Best. 
They are better runners than 
some teams have in their starting 
units. 

It would be folly for Walter 
Payton to try to run without a 
punishing line in front of him. He 
has such—and these guys enjoy 
spiking the football for Walter 
as much as he enjoys getting it 
to the end zone for them. Rebuilt 
last year, the offensive line in- 
cumbents are tackles Dennis Lick 
and Ted AlJbrecht—both _first- 
round draft choices—guards Noah 
Jackson and Revie Sorey and 
center Dan Peiffer. Backups are 
Lionel Antoine, who was hurt last 
year, Jeff Sevy, Dan Jiggetts and 
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MIKE HARTENSTINE, a brawny end, is 
tough Chicago Bear defensive player. 


BOB PARSONS is a veteran tight 
end and a deadly accurate passer. 


Fred Dean. Antoine, too, is a 
onetime first-round draft choice, 
giving the Bears three such gems 
in the line blocking corps. 


The defense remains needy 
largely because the Bears had 
only one draft choice this year 
in the first five rounds. Taken on 
the third round was a defensive 
lineman, Brad Shearer of Texas. 
He is an improbable starter as a 
rookie. 

Last year’s defense was porous 
largely because of the injury ab- 
sence of Wally Chambers. Also a 
contractual problem, the Bears 
now have dealt Chambers to 
Tampa Bay, hardly helping Arm- 
strong in his premise that defense 
is most vital in football. 

The Bears have helped their 
outside pass rush by trading for 
Tommy Hart from San Francisco 


and adding Walt Patulski. They 
combat for work with incumbents 
Billy Newsome and Mike Harten- 
stine. Jim Osborne and Ron Ry- 
dalach along with Roger Stillwell 
return at tackle. The Bears also 
have Mike Raines and Jerry 
Meyers. 

Linebacking had been the 
strength of this club during all 
the poor seasons because Dick 
Butkus supplied ferocity and in- 
dividual heroics. There are no 
such qualities any more. Return- 
ing are veteran Doug Buffone, 
the last of Butkus’ linebacking 
mates, Don Rives, Jerry Mucken- 
sturm, Gary Campbell, Tom 
Hicks and Mel Rogers. Buffone 
and two others will be starters. 
Rives is the likely starter in the 
middle. 

The Bears’ secondary can hit 
like the devil and did allow the 
fewest touchdown passes in the 
league last year, a mere seven. 
The bashers at safety are Doug 
Plank and Gary Fencik. The cor- 
ners are Allan Ellis and Virgil 
Livers. In reserve, the Bears have 
Craig Clemons, Terry Schmidt, 
Mike Spivey and Len Walter- 
schied. 


1977 LEADERS AND NFC RATINGS 
SCORING—Payton, 96 points on 16 
touchdowns Ist 
RUSHING—Payton, 339 carries for 
1852 yds., 5.5 Avg., 14 TDs Ist 
PASSING—Avellini, 154 of 293 at- 


tempts for 2004 yds., 11 TDs 9th 
RECEIVING—Scott, 50 receptions for 
809 yds., 16.2 Avg., 3 TDs 2nd 
INTERCEPTIONS—Ellis, 6 for 23 yds., 
3.8 Ave. 5th 
PUNTING—Parsons, 80 punts, 40.4 
Avg., longest 58 yds. 3rd 
PUNT RETURNS—Schubert, 31 for 
291 yds., 9.4 Avg., 1 TD 4th 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Baschnagel, 23 
for 557 yds., 24.2 Avg., 1 TD 6th 


Pre-season Games 
5 OAKLAND (N) 
12 ST. LOUIS (N) 
19 AT Cincinnati (N) 
24 AT Seattle (N) 


Aug. 


1978 SCHEDULE 1977 Scores 


Sept. 3 ST. LOUIS 13-16 
10 AT San Francisco —_ 
17 AT Detroit 31-14 
25 MINNESOTA (N) 10-7 
Oct. 1 OAKLAND 3 pm — 
8 AT Green Bay 26-0 
16 AT Denver (N) a 
22 AT Tampa Bay 10-0 
29 DETROIT 30-20 
Nov. 5 SEATTLE — 
12 AT Minnesota 3 pm 16-22 
19 ATLANTA 10-16 
26 TAMPA BAY — 
Dec. 4 AT San Diego 6 pm —_ 
10 GREEN BAY 21-10 


16 AT Washington — 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


The kicking game, while grad- 
ing out as passable, can perform 
spectaculars. Bob Parsons is an 
able punter. And watch out, he is 
a deadly passer from punt for- 
mation, a favorite play of the 
Bears. Parsons went four-for- 
four as a passer last year when 
the enemy thought he would kick 
the ball. Bob Thomas is the place- 
kicker, a little guy who was noted 
for his misses until the final nine 
seconds of the 1977 season. Then 
in overtime, his field goal beat the 
Giants and propelled the Bears 


into the playofis. 


The playoffs again are a strong 
possibility, as a wild card again. 
As long as they keep handing 
the ball off to Payton for runs 


that are so pretty. 


BEARS’ VETERAN ROSTER 


Yrs. 

No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
64 Albrecht, Ted T-G 6-4 253 23 2 California 
90 Andrews, John DE 6-6 251 26 4 Morgan St. 
79 Antoine, Lionel} T 6-6 263 27 6 So. Illinois 
7 Avellini, Bob QB 6-2 206 24 4 Maryland 
84 Baschnage! WR-KR 6-0 193 23 3 Ohio St. 
25 Best, Art RB-KR 6-1 205 24 2 Kent St. 

81 Bradley, Chuck TE 6-6 235 27 4 Oregon 

50 Bryant, W. (8B 6-3 239 25 5 Tenn. St. 
55 Buffone, Doug LB 6-2 227 33 12 Louisville 
13 Burns, Ron DB 6-1 192 22 1 Baylor 

59 Campbell,Gary LB 6-1 218 25 2 Colorado 
43 Clemons, Craig S$ 5-11 191 28 7 lowa 
63 Dean, Fred G 6-3 253 22 2 Tex. So'ern 
91 Douglas, Caesar { 6-5 260 21 1 WI. Wes. 
39 Earl, Robin RB-P 6-5 242 22 2 Washington 
48 Ellis, Allan CB 5-10 175 26 6 UCLA 

8 Evans, Vince QB-KR 6-2 216 22 2 So. Calif 
45 Fencik, Gary 6-I 192 23 3. Yale 

92 Hansing, Rick C 6-4 265 22 1 Bemidji 
35 Harper, Roland RB 5-1142209 24 4 La. Tech 
67 Hart, Tommy DE 6-4 249 33 11 Mor. Brown 
73 Hartenstine,M. DE 6-3 257 24 4 Penn St. 

54 Hicks, Tom LB 6-4 225 25 3 Illinois” 
65 Jackson, Noah G 62 273 26 4 Tampa 

62 Jiggetts, Dan T 64 276 23 3 Harvard 
99 Kirknoff, Keith DL 6-3 255 23 1 Buena Vista 
88 Latta, Greg TE 6-3 230 25 4 Morgan St. 
70 Lick, Dennis. T 63 263 23 3 Wisconsin 
24 Livers, Virgil CB-KR 5-842 178 25 4 W. Kentucky 
74 Meyers, Jerry DE 6-4 245 23 3 No. Illinois 
12 Meyer, Phil DB-P 6-3 208 21 R Illinois St. 
82 Moore, Bob TE 6-2 230 28 8 Stanford 
29 Morgan, Mike RB 5-11 218 21 R Wisconsin 
58 Muckensturm,J. LB 6-4 226 24 3 Arkansas St. 
22 Musso, J. RB-KR 5-11 196 27 4 Alabama 
52 Neal, Dan C-G 6-4 248 28 6 Kentucky 
93 Nelson, Orlando TE 64 220 21 1 Utah St. 

87 Newsome, Billy DE 6-5 250 29 9 Grambling 
68 Osborne, Jim OT 63 251 28 7 Southern 
86 Parsons,Bob TE-P 6-5 232 27 7 Penn St. 
34 Payton, W. RB-KR 5-10%2205 23 4 Jackson St. 
53 Peiffer, Dan C 63 251 26 4 SE Mo, State 
15 Phipps, Mike QB 6-3 211 30 9 Purdue 
45 Plan » DOUR S$ 5-11%2201 24 4 Ohio St. 
60 Raines. Mike DT 65 260 24 2 Alabama 
80 Rather, Bo WR 6-1 189 27 6 Michigan 
83 Rivera, Steve WR 5-11 190 23 3 California 
57 Rives, Don LB 6-2 231 26 5 Texas Tech 
51 Rogers, Mel LB 6-2 230 30 6 Florida A&M 
76 Rydalch, Ron DT 6-4 257 25 4 Utah 
44 Schmidt, Terry CBS 6-0 176 25 5 Ball St. 
85 Schubert,S, WR-KR 5-10 188 26 5 Mass. 
89 Scott, James WR-KR 6-1 191 25 3 Henderson 
75 Sevy, Jeff DEG 6-5 261 27 4 California 
69 Sorey, Revie G 6-2 259 24 4 Illinois 
47 Spivey, Mike CB-KR 6-0 194 23 2 Colorado 
71 Stillwell, Roger DE 6-6 250 26 4 Stanford 
16 Thomas, Bob K 5-10 174 25 4 Notre Dame 
23 Walterscheid S-KR 5-11 185 23 2 So. Utah St. 
11 Wilson, Edgar WR 63 201 22 R Michigan St. 

DRAFTEES 

Round Pos. Ht. Wt. Age College 

3 Shearer, Brad DT 63 263 22 Texas 

6 leremia,M. LB-DE 6-2 243 23 Brig, Young 
6 Skibinski, John RB 6-0 219 22 Purdue 

7 Jones, Herman WR 6-3 207 21 Ohio St. 

8 Freitas, George TE 6-3 224 22 California 
9 Martin, Mike LB 6-2 220 23 Kentucky 
10 Zambiasi,Ben LB 6-0 211 21 Georgia 

12 Sibley, Lew LB 6-1 231 22 LSU 
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MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE: 

Your complete satisfaction with the CHICAGO 
BEAR REPORT is guaranteed. If for any rea- 
son, at any time, you are less than 100% 
pleased . . . a full refund on the unmailed por- 
tion of your subscription will be sent. No ques- 
tions asked. Your copy of SWEETNESS is 
yours to keep. It need not be returned. 


FIRST CLASS MAIL SERVICE AVAILABLE 
FOR OUT-OF-STATE SUBSCRIBERS: 

If you are subscribing from outside the Great 
Lakes region, you may want to consider re- 
questing First Class Mail service. Second class 
mail delivery to the entire country is not reliable 
You can avoid postal problems by enclosing 
$13.00 per year in addition to the cost of your 
subscription. Just check the box on the coupon 


NOTICE TO BILL-ME SUBSCRIBERS: 
The CHICAGO BEAR REPOAT is happy to ac- 
cept “bill me later” subscriptions. However, the 
free copy of SWEETNESS cannot be mailed 
until payment for the invoice is received 


What Readers Say 


“Congratulations on your fine publication. |ama 
life long Bear fan, 40 plus years, Since leaving 
my hometown of Elmhurst, Illinois in 1947 it has 
been difficult to keep up on the Bears’ fortunes. 
The BEAR REPORT now fills the void. 
Gregory Stanley, Lebanon, Ohio 


“I really enjoy the BEAR REPORT and will con- 
tinue to renew each year no matter what the 
cost. Best of luck always.’ 

Jim Delehanty, Jeffersonville, Indiana 


“I've been a Bear Fan for years and years. I've 
been getting the BEAR REPORT for 1%2 years 
now. | am fully satisfied. | tell all my frends about 
it.’ 


Mike Dixon, Springfield, Illinois 


Introductory Subscription Offer for Pro Football Fans 


{ - Hardcover Edition 
First Printing—Summer '78 


SWEETNESS 


the Autobiography of Walter Payton 
($7.95 hardcover edition) 


YOURS FREE 


with a Subscription to the 
BUFFONE'S 


BEAR 
IRIEIPORIP 


Doug Buffone’s CHICAGO BEAR REPOAT is the only newspaper with exclusive, 
in-depth coverage of the Chicago Bears. Now init s third year of publication, the BEAR 
REPORT is becoming a must for every true Bear Fan. 


26 times a year the BEAR REPORT will bring you exhaustive statistics, complete game 
coverage, in-depth “match-ups” for all upcoming opponents (including full rosters and 
offense and defense depth charts), on-the-field action photos, top columnists, and 
much more. 


By subscribing direct you get 50% Savings or more over the single-copy newsstand 
price. And along with your subscription will come a FREE copy of SWEETNESS ($7.95 
hardcover edition). Walter Payton’s life story is now available for the first time. In his 
autobiography Walter traces his life from childhood days, through high school, college, 
the pro’s. . . right to the present. You'll also find in SWEETNESS many pages of photos 
illustrating Payton’s brilliant career. 


Get in on all the 1978 Chicago Bear Action... and get your FREE copy of SWEET- 
NESS. Just fill in, clip out and mail the coupon today. 


YOURS 
FREE!! 
$7.95 


EXCLUSIVE 
OFFER 
SWEETNESS (first 


printing, summer of 1978) 
is available only in the 


hardcover edition and is 
on-sale at bookstores for 
$7.95. By special, 
exclusive arrangements 
with the publisher it is 
offered FREE with 
subscriptions to the 
CHICAGO BEAR 
REPORT. It is not 


available anywhere else, 
under any other offer, 


I INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTION OFFER Check @ | enclose payment with this order. Please send my copy of a 
f Doug Buffone’s CHICAGO BEAR REPORT one SWEETNESS to me immediately. i 
| ae Om Mictngan—ssiulle #700 Please bill me later. | understand that my free copy of SWEET- fl 
hi : ‘ 
| nCAGO; MCI CORT NESS will be sent upon receipt of my payment. i 
| ® YES, enter my subscription to the CHICAGO BEAR REPORT fortheterm Check @ 1-year (26 issues) for only $12.95, a 50% Savings over the i 
a acre bp st | ee that | will bea a FREE copy of SWEETNESS, one: single-copy newsstand price of $26.00. 1 
alter Payton's autobiography (the $7.95 hardcover edition) with my sub- 2 9 
; j | 2-years (52 issues) for only $22.95, a 56% Savings over the 
: scription. | accept your Money-Back Guarantee. single-copy newsstand price of $52.00. i 
Mike Whi tH Send my subscription by FIRST CLASS MAIL. | have enclosed i 
| ar id Tece On SSS $13.00 per year in addition to the subscription price. 
Name 
i rs « pa 5 lrail | Please check here if this is a renewal i 
pace yal co He 
B Address ‘i 3 1 do pent S lo seat ti at this time, but please send me a | 
ps ~~ 42 t. copy of SWEETNE | have enclosed payrnent of $7.95 plus 
1 ra ran by u ¥ Tx. 1G0 4 ra $1.00 to cover postage & handling. i 
gly State Zip B516 § 


DETROIT LIONS 


PREDICTION 3rd 


F2 a decade—for longer—the 
Lions were a team plodding 
sideways. There was no concept, 
no purpose despite the annual 
great gusts of verbal wind origi- 
nating in the front office. A suc- 
cession of coaches arrived, de- 
parted. But the quarterback still 
seemed to be flat on his back and 
the record was stuck around .500 
no matter what. 

Bill Ford, a vocal owner, a 
year ago made grandiose promises 
of changes at last. 

“.. . I'd rather go down with 
my guns blazing . . . shooting 
Roman candles over the side- 
lines,’ he said in his typical 
fiavorful way with words. 

But he was embarrassed by his 
abortive attempts to pluck Chuck 
Knox from the Rams, and noth- 
ing changed. The club stuck on 
its treadmill. The Lions had be- 
come a team more to be pitied 
than laughed at. 

At last at midseason last year, 
the Lions enroute to their stand- 
ard 6-8, Ford had enough. He de- 
cided to sidetrack Russ Thomas, 
a close friend and personal bene- 
factor. Thomas, as general man- 
ager, had been everybody’s 
scapegoat for the Lions’ failure. 
The flak he caught he deserved. 
The Lions, after all, had been 
Russ Thomas’ creation. One 
coach, Joe Schmidt, had quit be- 
cause of Thomas’ interventions. 
Others complained. 

With another disastrous season 
going on, Ford opened negotia- 
tions with Monte Clark for 1978. 
It would be a clean change. Clark 
would come in for five years with 
the title of head coach and di- 
rector of football operations. It 
meant Clark would be delegated 
to make trades, conduct the draft, 
be in charge of the scouting, have 
final say on waivers. These were 
responsibilities entrusted before 
to Thomas. In essence, Clark had 
become general manager, too, 
though Thomas would retain that 


sole boss of all Lions’ football activity. 


title so he could nogotiate salaries 
and attend league meetings. 

Clark accepted the package 
with a positive stipulation. Any 
meddling by Thomas—and Clark 
would do just what he had done 
at San Francisco: There he had 
told Joe Thomas to stuff the 
coaching job when the 49ers’ new 
regime had tried to diminish his 
authority. 


PAUL NAUMOFF, 215-pound Detroit 
a i 9 
* 


linebacker, 


) a 
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MONTE CLARK, Coach. 
Assistants: Billy Atkins, Don Doll, 
Fred Hoaglin, Floyd Peters, Jim- 
my Raye, Bob Schnelker, Marty 
Shottenheimer, Doug Gerhart. 


So in a drastic change of philo- 
sophy after 14 years of owner- 
ship, Ford brought Clark to De- 
troit. 

“We’ve been rocking along in 
dead center ever since 1972 with 
7-7 and 6-8 seasons,” Ford ex- 
plained. “I decided we were do- 
ing things wrong long enough and 
we would do it right this time.” 

Clark, replacing Tommy Hud- 
speth, arrived with a warning 
that those who had been laughing 
at the Lions had best beware. 

“None of these men and I,” he 
said pointing at his staff, “have 
ever been anybody’s laughing 
stock and we don’t intend to be 
here.” 

He also said when told that De- 
troit’s talent was better than it’s 
record: “This team didn’t have a 
player in the Pro Bowl, so how 
good can the talent be?” 

Clark is a protege of Don 
Shula’s. An old offensive lineman 
who could pass block, he coached 
the 49ers to an improved 8-6 
record two years ago. Then rather 
than give up authority, he quit 
last year and was available when 
Ford approached him. 

“T’m not going to take over 


reads Green Bay play. 


Wis 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


GREG LANDRY, Lions’ QB, got 1359 


with a flamethrower,” he said. 
But showed strength early. When 
Herb Orvis, the team’s most vio- 
lent. player on defense refused to 
attend a spring camp, Clark im- 
mediately traded the dissident to 
Baltimore. The Lions had been a 
team which did not make a mean- 
ingful trade in 10 years with 
Thomas in control. Here was 
Monte Clark flexing his authority 
already. 

The first task is to develop an 
offense that can at least manu- 
facture a first down. The offense 
last year rated 26th among the 
28 clubs. The only poorer offenses 
were those of Green Bay and 
Tampa Bay, both in the Lion’s 
division. Detroit’s quarterbacks 
went down 52 times on sacks, the 
most of any team. 

“T don’t want to have a gim- 
mick-type offense that depends 
on exotic formations,” said Clark, 
Shula’s man. “I think, simply, 
that consistency and execution 


yards, 6 TDs on 135 passes in ‘77. 


are two of the things we should 
strive for. We’ve got to learn 
consistency to lick our man one- 
on-one. And when we have 
enough people who win those one- 
on-one battlers, then the Lions 
are going to win.” 

Based on the talent, which by 
Clark’s standards is admittedly 
wretched, it will take another 
year or two for the new program 
to progress. But in this inferior 
division, it should not take the 
Lions any longer to become a 
force. 

Clark plans to go with Greg 
Landry, never Bill Ford’s nor 
Russ Thomas’ quarterback dur- 
ing a checkered career in Detroit. 
Landry has been picked up and 
knocked down through his 10 
years—and now is back up under 
his fifth head coach. 

A year ago Landry suffered 
with inadequate protection and 
wound up embattled with coach 
Hudspeth despite a 56.3 percent 
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completion total. Young Gary 
Danielson finished the season. 
Now they are No. 1 and No. 2 
again with Joe Reed the No. 3 
man. 

One of the Lions’ problems has 
been a shortage of good, fast re- 
ceivers. They do have J.D. Hill, 
who is not what he was with 
Buffalo. Ray Jarvis, the other 
starter, is much traveled and in- 
consistent. Luther Blue has some 
promise, but must learn the 
routes and must be able to catch 
the ball better. Freddie Scott, 
whom Clark got from Baltimore 
in the trade of Orvis, could be 
one answer. He seems to have 
ability. Clark also brought Larry 
Walton back from retirement 
where he had been dispatched 
last year when cut. 

The Lions are doubly blessed 
at tight end with David Hill, the 
youngster, who is a chip off the 
old block of still-valuable Charlie 
Sanders. 

The running has some potency, 
but should be considerably bet- 
ter. Much depends on the avail- 
ability of Lawrence Gaines, the 
fullback who missed all last year 
with knee problems. It has been 
years since the Lions have had 
any sort of dazzling runner like a 
Simpson or a Payton. But Horace 
King is OK. Rick Kane showed 
promise but must learn and 
Leonard Thompson has speed. 
The Lions also have old cam- 
paigner Marv Hubbard and little 
Eddie Payton, who is Walter’s 
brother and specializes in kick re- 
turn spectaculars. 

All fingers point at the offen- 
sive line—the Claws line. Many a 
time, when the quarterback 
wasn’t getting dumped, one of the 
lineman was collecting an offen- 
sive holding penalty. Monte 
Clark believes poor technique is 
the problem and he himself, as 
an old line coach with Miami’s 
champions, will teach it. The re- 
turning starters are Jim Yar- 
brough and Craig Hertwig at the 
tackles, Russ Bollinger and Lynn 
Boden at the guards and Jon 
Morris at center. Starters Mark 
Markovich and Rockne Freitas 
were during the year. Then Frei- 
tas was traded to Tampa Bay. 
Also on hand is Ken Long, Gary 
Anderson and Melvin Mitchell, 
plus several rookies, 
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turns to do the field goal work. 
He missed all last season with in- 
jury and Steve Mike-Mayer did 
the place kicking. 

The Lions could plod sideways 
a little bit longer. But at least 
Monte Clark arrived with a road- 
map and the guaranteed clout to 
use it. 


LIONS’ VETERAN ROSTER 
Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 


60 Anderson,Gary G 6-3 250 22 2 Stanford 
gine fF St 18 2 4 keene 
tue, Luther *. oWa St. 
2 62 Boden, Lynn G 6-5 270 24 4 So. Dak. St. 
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The Professor 
$375 for his sheet! 


But the Professor sends his sheets out first... 
then bills you later, and you throw away the 
bill if he doesn’t hit 66% against the spread ! 


You've read about the Professor! 


Why does the Professor charge 


charges 


He's Ed Horowitz, former practicing certified public 
accountant and college professor, and the hottest 
football handicapper in the country. Over the past 
five years his selections have beaten the point spread 


from 66% to 71% of the time. Last season on his New 


York radio show, the Professor's top pick 
of the week beat the spread at 
a 72% rate! 


. 
He’ll Guarantee you 
66%! What does that 
mean to you? 
It means BIG, BIG, PROFITS this football 
season! If you went to Las Vegas where sports 
betting is legal, and bet $100 per game on 5 to 8 
college or pro games per week (which is the number 
of games the Professor releases) here’s how you'd do 
with only 66% winners: 

Collect on 66 winners @ $100 $6,600 

Pay on 34 losers @ $110 3,740 

Net profit for the season $2,860 


What other sheet lets you play 
after their results are in? 


The Professor Knows what's important to you. You're 
entitled to several winning weeks before you’re asked 
to come up with the big money the Professor charges. 
Pay us out of your profits! Here’s how the payment 
plan works. 


Simply fill-in the coupon and send it along 
“with your fully-refundable $75 deposit. 


During October, you will be billed for $150. 
“If you're not ecstatic with the Professor's 
results, throw the bill away! 


During November, you will receive a final 
“bill for $150. Again, if your pockets aren't 
full, throw the bill away. 


more for his newsletter than 


anyone else? Thumb through this magazine. 
There are at least 50 ads offering sheets at season prices 
ranging from $25 to $75. Most of them also claim 
“MIRACLE” winning percentages 
; of 75% to 90%. That’s 
' standard operating procedure for 
ee the typical, fast-buck, rip-off artists 
. that proliferate the sports handicapping 

~~ 5 profession. Forget it! You work out the 
wa figures yourself. See what 66% to 71% 

i winners means to your wallet. The Professor 
charges the most because only he performs 
= while others promise! 


= 


\. f If you’re sincerely interested 


in a winning season you’ve got 
to give the Professor a shot! 


® The Professor mails out his sheet weekly each 
Tuesday from late August thru the Super Bowl. 


® You may call our offices in New York for the 
Professor's picks if your sheet is not received by 
Thursday morning. 


ree checks payable.t0: 2 = Ol ES =) —_—_ 1 


The Professor's Picks O check {Or,$75 enclosed 


Refundable 


Suite 1207 


1 E. 42nd Street 0) Bilt me via Master Charge 


(212) 682-9188 


Expiration Date (CARD NO.) 


| 

| | understand that | can throw your bill away if you don’t 
| deliver the goods! 
| 

| 

| 


C) Prior Subscribers Discount. Professor, you've already proved 
it to me! Enclosed is my $300 check for the full season 
($75 pre-payment discount). 


SIGNATURE 
(if using Master Charge or VISA) 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


STATE 


Don't pay in July and pray in October. 


| 
Sa 
New York, N.Y. 10017 () siti me via Bank Americard ee I 
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SUPERPOWER MATCHUPS 


reaiesi 


statistical format ever 


"g 


Team and Present Record 


Head Coach's career 
record and percentage 


Power Rating Indicates 
Strength of team 


Roster with position designation 


ee 


Final score 


Date of Game 


Final Pointspread 


Kansas City 


Upcoming Opponents Prtsburgn 


Marr 
Pittedurgn: 
Cincsnnas 
Sen Franc 
0 


Complete total statistics for 
every offensive, defensive, and 
special teams’ category. These 
totals are updated every week. 
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and the scores of team's—» 
previous games. Each past game 
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TV Action 
Starts Thursday in’78 


64 to 96 Action Pages-All Football ! 


Acclaimed by the experts, the media, and the football fans around the land as the most informative football 
publication on the market today. Enthusiastic response from readers has catapulted College & Pro Football 
Newsweekly into the No. 1 football publication in the nation. 


T.V. Action starts thursday 


We Give You 
The Whole Story ! 


We take you to the scene of action 
every week with over 200 nationally 
acclaimed sports columnists, reporting 
from every college & Pro football site 
throughout the country, giving you their 
professional report of the previous 
week's game and their expert analysis 
of each upcoming match-up, followed 
by locker room interviews, and behind- 
the-scenes insights. 


T.V. Action Starts Thursday 


Complete Statistic 
Reference Library! 


The greatest, new statistical innovation 
ever devised brings to the football fan 
a new dimension in grid analysis. Vital 
statistics, capsule-game summary, up- 
coming previews, records, schedules, 
power ratings, etc. in a format that 
provides all the facts in concise match- 
up form. If it happened yesterday, the 
week before or the week before that, 
you'll find it in College & Pro Football 
Newsweekly. A complete reference 
library for every major College & Pro 
team is at your fingertips and is up- 
dated weekly. 


College Coverage on Minor Teams 


T.V. Action starts thursday 


100 Colleges- 
28 Pro Teams! 


Extensive coverage and exclusive 
statistical match-ups on over 100 
college teams and all 28 pro teams, 
thought-provoking columns, interviews 
with the sportsmakers, action stories 
being reported directly from the scene 
of the game by over 200 writers, makes 
COLLEGE AND PRO FOOTBALL 
NEWSWEEKLY, the most comprehen- 
sive football publication available at 
any price. 


T.V. Action starts thursday 


Start Your Football 
Weekend Thursday! 


You can get COLLEGE & PRO 
FOOTBALL NEWSWEEKLY 
DELIVERED to your home by Thursday 
in plenty of time to scrutinize the up- 
coming weekend's football action. Our 
expert staff of 62 professionals work 
the year round to plan for the most 
complete, unique coverage available in 
no other publication. If it happened on 
the grid iron you'll find it in COLLEGE 
AND PRO FOOTBALL NEWSWEEKLY, 
the following week. Start your football 
weekend on Thursday for full weekend 
coverage. Only $1.75 atall news— 
stands—less by subscription 


200 Nationally Acclaimed Writers! 


@ TOM LAMARRE (Oakland ,Tribune) — 
Tom has covered Oakland Raiders for last 
decade. Contributor to many national 
publications, including NFL’s PRO. 


@ PHIL MUSICK (Pittsburgh Press) — Has 
covered Pittsburgh Steelers since arrival of 
Chuck Noll. Award-winning author of several 
books and articles. 

@ DAVE NEWHOUSE (Oakland Tribune) — 
Has covered the S.F. 49ers for the Tribune 
for last 12 seasons. A frequent contributor to 
PRO, Dave has won several awards for 
writing. 


@ CAMERON SNYDER (Baltimore Morning 
Sun) — Veteran pro football analyst who has 
never missed a Baltimore Colt game. Has 
Stories and profiles in NFL Hall of Fame. 

@ LARRY FOX (New York Daily News) — 
President of Pro Football Writers Associa- 
tion, Larry has covered N.Y. Jets since they 
were the Titans. Covered all Super Bowls. 
™® MURRAY CHASS (New York Times) — 
Covered N.Y. Giants in 1975. Has authored 
several books on pro football, and con- 
tributes to many top pro football publica- 
tions. . 


@ FRANK LUKSA (Dallas Times Herald) — 
Frank has reported on the Dallas Cowboys 
since the beginning. A three-time nominee 
for Texas Sports Writer of the Year. 

@ GERRY ESKENAZI (New York Times) —A 
renowned hockey writer, Gerry covered N.Y. 
Jets for the Times last year. 

@ JOE O'DAY (N.Y. Daily News) — Colum- 
nist for the News as well as football 
correspondent of COLLEGE AND PRO 
FOOTBALL NEWSWEEKLY. 

@ As well as all of the top U.P.I. reporters 
throughout the nation. 


COLLEGE & PRO FOOTBALL NEWSWEEKLY 343 Great Neck Road, Great Neck, N.Y. 11021 (516) 487-7720 
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GREEN BAY PACKERS 


PREDICTION 4th 


BY now it is perfectly clear that 
Bart Starr, the coach, is not 
another Vincent Lombardi. 

Once upon a time history was 
made in the community of Green 
Bay. Tradition was established 
and the townspeople believed it 
could all be recreated by the 
magic of a name. Poor Bart Starr 
was a name. Poor Bart Starr was 
the connection between the vic- 
torious Lombardian past and the 
wonderful future. 

Poor Bart Starr. He returned 
by saying: 

“T hope to build on the great 
lessons we learned from Coach 
Lombardi.” 

Poor Bart Starr said: “I hope 
to restore some of the prestige 
that was part of this organization 
for many years.” 

Poor Bart Starr paraphrased 
Winston Churchill: “One time in 
each man’s life there comes a time 
when he is tapped on the shoulder 
to do a special job and if he’s not 
prepared it’s unfortunate,” 

Poor ‘Bart Starr. He coaches 
one of pro football’s unfortunates. 

His bright words ring old and 
cobwebbed now. They are four 
years old. There has been no visi- 
ble sign of progress. There has 
been no indication of a return to 
any of the past glories. After the 
first three football seasons with 
Bart Starr as head coach and gen- 
eral manager the Packers remain 
stuck where they were. They re- 
gressed to 4-10 last year. But for 
the presence of the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers, they would have 
been the most feeble team in the 
NFC. 

It is a bitter truth that since 
Lombardi’s retirement in the joy 
of Super Bowl II, the Packers 
have but two winning seasons in 
10. Under Bart Starr’s handling 
the last three seasons, the club 
has mustered a total of 13 vic- 
tories. 

Remember the most magnifi- 
cent drive in the history of pro 
football? Bart Starr coaxing the 


ball downfield in the champion- 
ship game against Dallas on the 
solidly frozen field in the 13- 
below zero cold. The clock run- 
ning, running, running out. Bart 
Starr guiding it closer, closer, 
closer. Bart Starr at last sneaking 
across the frozen goal line behind 
the blocker of Jerry Kramer. 
Vince Lombardi, arms aloft in 
jubilation, the fur collar of his 
coat, the breathe exhaust billow- 
ing through his gap-toothed smile. 

That was Green Bay. That was 
what the townspeople remember. 
That was what they thought 
about when they tacked those 
“Fresh Start With Bart” stickers 
on the bumpers of their pickup 
trucks. 

The Lombardi Legend has 
come to haunt Bart Starr. 

What Bart Starr lacks as coach 
in his effort to rebuild on the 
great lessons learned from Coach 
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BART STARR, Coach. 

Assistants: Dave Hanner, Bill 
Curry, Zeke Bratkowski, Lew 
Carpenter, Dick LeBeau, John 
Meyer, Bob Lord, Ernie McMil- 


lan. 


Lombardi is Bart Starr. And 
Jerry Kramer. And Ron Kramer. 
And Ray Nitschke, Willie Wood, 
Willie Davis, Jim Taylor, Paul 
Hornung and on and on. 

Wake up the echoes. 

Bart Starr, the coach, does not 
have the athletes to build on the 
great lessons learned from Coach 
Lombardi. He does not have the 
talent to restore some of the 
prestige that was part of the or- 
ganization for many years. 

But is that Bart Starr’s fault? 
When coaches do not have the 
necessary talent to coach, they 
can blame the general manager. 
That is easy. But Bart Starr is 
the general manager that Bart 
Starr, the coach, must blame. 

The situation remains deplor- 
able. The Packers, going into 
1978, seem a team without hope. 

Poor Bart Starr, by now, must 
be regarded as a coach in jeop- 


BARTY SMITH gained 554 yards, two touchdowns in ‘77 for Green Bay Packers. 
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ardy in a league where coaches 
are changed on whim even when 
they win. 

What Bart Starr needs most, 
immediately, is an offense. It used 
to be the Packers would go click, 
click, click. The famed, deadly 
Green Bay sweep. Click. Third 
and a half yard. The defense 
hunched to stop Taylor. Click. 
Bart Starr fakes play action to 
Taylor, the defense converges. 
Bart still has the ball, Carroll 
Dale is wide open. Easy touch- 
down. Click. Lombardi grins. 

Last year the once grand 
Packers ranked 27th, next to last, 
in offensive yield in the entire 
NFL. Only, yes, Tampa Bay was 
lousier. 

To have a better offense, Bart 
Starr first needs a quarterback— 
like Bart Starr. The legend tells 
you Lombardi’s quarterback came 
out of Alabama’s QB training 
grounds as a 17th-round draft 
choice. Lombardi developed Starr, 
gave him a chance. Last year when 
Lynn Dickey went down Bart 
Starr, the coach, committed him- 
self to a young rookie eight- 


JAMES LOFTON, wide receiver and 
first round draft choice, may start. 


round draft choice out of Furman. 
A repeat of history it was not. 
But David Whitehurst looms as 
the Packers’ starting quarterback. 
He can throw the football, he is 
mobile, he can lead. Bart Starr 
knows quarterbacks and he likes 
Whitehurst. 

The young man did show an in- 
clination to throw interceptions. 
But that is the result of his inex- 
perience, his newness at reading 
the complex pro defenses. Lynn 
Dickey also was interception 
prone before he broke his leg— 
and he has had eight years in the 
league. 

The camp battle between 
Whitehurst and Dickey should be 
interesting. Will Starr gamble as 
he did by throwing the play pass 
so often on third-and-one? Or will 
he play safe and go with the vet- 
eran who has not won for him? 

No matter, the Packers have 
to get more than the six touch- 
down passes of last year. 

With this in mind their first- 
round draft choice was James 
Lofton, a wide receiver from 
Stanford. Lofton is a_ likely 
starter as a rookie. The incum- 
bents are Steve Odom and Ollie 
Smith. Backups are Randy Va- 
taha, Aundra Thompson and 


Keith Hartwig. The Packers will 


have to throw more often to the 
wide receivers. 

Rich McGeorge is the veteran 
tight end. He is a very cap- 
able performer, who blocks and 
catches well enough. Bert Askson 
is the backup TE. 

Starr finally divested himself of 
John Brockington after 11 car- 
ries last year—and so ended his 
most serious personnel problem. 
But Brockington’s departure left 
the Packers without a serious 
running attack. Not that Brock 
had provided much over the last 
several seasons. 

Now the running is done by 
Barty Smith and Eric Torkelson. 
They blend well and can move 
the ball some. Behind them are 
Willard Harrell, a threat on the 
left-handed halfback pass, Nate 
Simpson, Terdell Middleton and 
Jim Culbreath. 

Starr likes his rebuilt line, an 
earlier bare spot. The returnning 
starters are tackles Mark Koncar 
and Dick Himes, guards Dennis 


CARL BARILAUSKAS, a 6-6 tackle 
obtained from Jets will help Packers. 


Havig and Mel Jackson and cen- 
ter Larry McCarren. In reserve 
the Pack has Bob Kowalkowski, 
Greg Koch, Darrel Gofourth, 
Rick Scribner and Gerald Skin- 
ner. 

Strangely, on a team so 
strained for viable offense, the 
Packers drafted for defense in the 
high choices after the first round. 
This was a defense that was 
ranked 10th among the 14 NFC 
clubs, a defense that certainly 
has to be improved. The pass 
rush was decent, but the intercep- 
tion work was not much. 

The line is youngish with last 
year’s two first-round choices 
making contributions. Mike But- 
ler, one of them, is now a return- 
ing starter at defensive end. Ezra 
Johnson, the other, could be the 
starter at the other end this year. 
Bob Barber goes in as the incum- 
bent, though. Returning to start 
at tackle is Dave Roller and 
backed by Clarence Williams and 
Herb McMath. Carl Barzilauskas, 
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obtained via trade from the Jets, 
could break into the starting 
unit, 

The draft concentration was on 
linebackers which is strange in 
the light of the players already on 
the roster. Linebacking would 
seem to be a strength with Jim 
Carter in the middle and Fredie 
Carr and Gary Weaver to the out- 
side. Carr is one of the fine vets 
in the league. Even so Starr went 
for John Anderson from Michi- 
gan with is second first-round 
pick and Mike Hunt from Minne- 
sota on the second round. The § 


two new linebackers figure to ° 
oe LYNN DICKEY, left, completed 113 passes for 1346 yards, 5 TDs; DAVE BEVERLY 


have shots at starting because of 
their premium selections. Then had 85 punts, 39.9 average; RICH McGEORGE caught 17 for 142 yards, 1 TD. 


Starr took another linebacker, 
Mike Douglass, on the fifth 
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PACKER FANS...FOLLOW ALL THE 1978 ACTION!! 


Packers Host Gears at Lambeau Field meron? 


SUBSCRIBE NOW AT SAVINGS UP TO 56% 


The PACK IS BACK . . . and there is only one 
publication that gives you exclusive, in- 
depth coverage of the NFL's proudest team. 
It's Ray Nitschke’s PACKER REPOAT, the 
weekly newspaper that's a must for every 
Packer Fan. 


Twenty-six times a year the PACKER RE- 
POAT will bring you comprehensive game 
coverage, on-the-field action photos, ex- 
haustive statistics, in-depth “match-ups” for 
upcoming opponents, top columnists, and 
much more. 


You'll also find in the PACKER REPORT "Let- 
ters to the Editor’ from Packer Fans around 
the country, profiles on Packer players and 
their families, and full coverage of Ray 
Nitschke's induction into the Hall of Fame. 
The PACKER REPOAT is truly unrivaled by 
any other source of Packer news!! 


You can subscribe now at savings up to 56% 
over the single-copy newsstand price. Along 
with your subscription will come a FREE copy 
of the 1978 PACKER YEARBOOK (19th an- 
nual edition—published by Art Daly). The 
YEARBOOK is a goldmine of information 


about the past... and an encouraging look 
towards the future. 

Just fill in, clip out & mail the coupon today. 
Get in on all the 1978 Green Bay Packer 
Action!! 


FIRST CLASS SERVICE AVAILABLE 
FOR OUT-OF-STATE SUBSCRIBERS: 
If you are subscribing from outside the Great 
Lakes region, you may want to consider re- 
questing First Class Mail Service. Second 
class mail delivery to the entire country is 
unreliable. You can avoid postal problems by 
enclosing $13.00 per year in addition to the 
cost of your subscription. Just check the box 
on the coupon. 


NOTICE TO BILL-ME SUBSCRIBERS: 
The PACKER REPORT is happy to accept 
“bill me later” subscriptions. However, the 
free copy of the 1978 PACKER YEARBOOK 
cannot be mailed until payment for the invoice 
is received. 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE: 


Your complete satisfaction with the PACKER 
REPOAT is guaranteed. If for any reason, at 
any time, you are less than 100% pleased... 
a full refund on the unmailed portion of your 
subscription will'be sent. No questions asked. 
The PACKER YEARBOOK is yours to keep. 
It need not be returned. 


What Packer Report Readers Say: 


“Just finished reading the PACKER REPORT. En- 
closed is my check to cover the next two years. 
Because | live in Minnesota, | look forward to the 
weekly PACKER REPORT to stay tuned iron what 
is happening in Packer land. | read it from cover to 
cover.” A Packer Backer Always 

Charles Bleck, Minnesota 


“We all enjoy receiving PACKER REPOAT. Good 
luck to you and the Pack, especially against the 
Bears.” The Bob Blum Family, Elgin, Illinois 


“Enclosed is my check for your wonderful paper, the 
PACKER REPORT. We certainly look forward each 
week to some good Packer reading.” 

Ed Lech, Silver Lake, Wisconsin 
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"State Zip 


g Check © lenclose payment. Rush my FREE copy of the 1978 PACKER YEARBOOK 


| Please bill me later. I'll receive the YEARBOOK when | pay the bill 


ve-year (13 issues) for only $7.95, a BIG 39% Savings over the newsstand 
) 1-year (26 issues) for only $12.95, a BIGGER 50% Savings over the 
| 2-years (52 issues) for only $22.95, a SUPER 56% Savings over the 
| | do not wish to subscribe now, but send me a copy of the 1978 PACKER 


| Send my subscription by FIRST CLASS MAIL. | have enclosed $13.00 per year in 


‘ one: to me immediately. 

: (_] Please check here if this is a renewal. 

i wae 5 price of $13.00 

- newsstand price of $26.00 

: newsstand price of $52.00 

| YEARBOOK. | enclose payment of $2.00 plus 65c postage and handling. 
: ' addition to the subscription price. 
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a INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
i. Ray Nitschke’s PACKER REPORT 

fl 112 Market Street, Sun Prairie, Wisconsin 53590 

I (YES, Iwantto follow allthe 1978 Packer Action. Enter my subscription to 


§ the PACKER REPOAT for the term indicated. Please send me a FREE copy 
ff of the 1978 PACKER YEARBOOK. | accept your Money-Back Guarantee. 
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TAMPA BAY 
BUCCANEERS 


PREDICTION ith 


uess, if you dare, the possessor 

of the longest winning streak 

of any team in the NFC Central 
entering the 1978 season. 

Try and guess again. If you 
said the Vikings or the Lions or 
the Bears or even the Packers, 
you guessed wrong. Two of those 
lost in playoffs—and the other 
two plain lost. 

Now the correct answer to this 
puzzle, naturally, is the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers who possess the 
longest winning streak alive in 
the NFC Central. It is all of two 
victories long. 

And perhaps it is a shame, at 
that, that these Bucs finally won 
in the next-to-last game of 1977 
after going 0-26 to begin with. 
Right there they blew their image. 

They had been America’s bel- 
lylaugh, coached by John Mc- 
Kay, who always appreciated a 
joke. Johnny Carson brought the 
Tampa Bay Bucs up to his vast 
audience of insomniacs. When did 
he ever mention the Oakland Rai- 
ders or Dallas Cowboys? Orange 
Crush T-shirts made a dent on 
the commercial markets of the 
nation. But were they keepsakes 
in the style of the shirts eulogiz- 
ing the Bucs: “Tampa Bay—Go 
for 0 and 28?” 

Ah, the Buccaneers finally had 
to wreck it all. They forfeited 
their glorious chance to become 
American’s most glorious bum- 
blers since the New York Mets 
ran bases backwards. It all ended 
at New Orleans. The Bucs won a 
game 33-14. That ignited a mag- 
nificient celebration in Tampa 
and surrounding communities. 
But the rest of America wept. 
Then to show it was no accident, 
the Bucs won again the following 
week. They decked the Cardinals 
17-7. 

Perhaps this Buccaneermania 
did not signal the start of a new 
dynasty. But it was hardly coin- 
cidental that shortly thereafter 
the Saints and Cardinals fired 
their head coaches. 
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JOHN McKAY, Coach. 

Assistants: Jerry Frei, Phil Krue- 
ger, Willie Brown, Abe Gibron, 
Wayne Fontes, Joe Gibbs, Tom 
Bass, Skip Husbands, Bill Nelson. 
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JOHN McKAY, Tampa coach feels club is moying along road to five-year plan. 


But that is all history now, 
something for the scrapbooks. 

It is 1978—and the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers are just another foot- 
ball team in the group. They have 
won, so there is nothing distinc- 
tive about them any more. All 
they have left is to scramble to- 
ward mediocrity, have their lock- 
er-room squabbles, win some, lose 
some—and maybe some day they 
will emulate the Denver Broncos. 

This can be said for the Bucs: 
Their winning streak did not cre- 
ate a false complacency. The 
Bucs have been busy, busy be- 
tween seasons. 

Their 2-12 record earned them 
the very first pick in the draft. 
But, copycatting Seattle the year 
before, the Bucs traded those first 
rights to Earl Campbell to Hous- 
ton. They get a supply draft 
choices back, including Houston’s 
first-round pick this year. That 
was used to pick Doug Williams, 
out of Grambling. He is the one 
McKay will build some desper- 


ately needed offense with down 
the pike. 

In addition, the Bucs were 
grabbing at a lot of other club’s 
rejects, disappointments, malcon- 
tents—guys who have played well 
before. So the Bucs go into their 
new season with some seasoned 
pros in Wally Chambers, Ernie 
Holmes, Rockne Freitas and Don 
Hardeman. They also go in with 
a couple of healthy quarterbacks, 
Mike Boryla and Gary Huff. 

“Tf we can get consistent quar- 
terback play, we’ll be a much bet- 
ter offensive team this year,” Mc- 
Kay said. “It is imperative that 
Boryla and Huff be free of injury. 
Losing them last year absolutely 
killed us.” 

That is a moot point. But it is 
true the Bucs gained the fewest 
yards of any team in football last 
year. They were 28th of 28 in 
passing and they were 28th of 28 
in rushing. And this offense 
scored a piddling 103 points all 
told. A lot of teams scored twice 
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as many points. A few of the bet- 
ter teams tripled it. 

“Defensively, we must improve 
even though we were the most 
improved team in the league last 
year,” McKay said. 

The defense, really, was respec- 
table. It was 13th in the entire 
league, ninth in the NFC. 

“Overall,” said McKay, “we're 
well on the road to being what we 
said we’d be in five years—a con- 
tender in our division.” 

John McKay can say that look- 
ing around the rest of Pete Ro- 
zelle’s weakest division. 

A year ago Boryla and Huff 
were injured and the Bucs were 
forced to start the season with 
rookies at quarterback. Randy 
Hedberg and Jeb Blount fluctu- 
ated with the job through the 
early season as the first-year 0-14 
increased to create the comic- 
making losing streak. Near the 
end Huff returned and was archi- 
tect of the victories. 

But the savvy Boryla looms as 
this year’s No. 1 with Huff in re- 
serve and the precious rookie Wil- 
liams in training. Hedberg and 
Blount were others on hand. 

Receiving is a spot, too, which 
must be highly improved. Morris 
Owens is entrenched at one wide 
receiver position. John McKay, 
the coach’s son, is the incumbent 
at the other. But young McKay 
has competition from such as Ger- 
ald Tinker, Issac Hagins and 
Larry Mucker. Dana Nafziger is 
the incumbent tight end and the 
Bucs have wanted another. It 
could be Jack Novak or Charles 
Waddell off the veteran roster. | 

Tampa Bay believed it had its 
potent running back when it 
drafted Ricky Bell No. 1 in the 
1977 draft and paid out millions. 
But Bell played in unhappiness, 
without the blocking a caliber 
back has to have, He gained only 
436 yards as a rookie. Jimmy Du- 
Bose started alongside Bell when 
the experiment with Anthony Da- 
vis flopped. A. Davis has been 
traded for Hardeman now. So 
there is competition between Du- 
Bose and Hardeman with rookie 
Johnny Davis also seeking to be 
Bell’s running mate, Davis was 
the Bucs’ second-round choice. 
Other returning backs are Louis 
Carter and Ed Williams. 

The line allowed the green 


quarterbacks to get trapped and 
rolled over 48 times. It is an area 
for much bolstering. The acquisi- 
tion of Freitas, a huge tackle, 
should help. The returning veter- 
ans are Darryl Carlton and Dave 
Reavis, guards Dan Medlin and 
Jeff Winans and center Dan Ry- 
czek. Also on the squad are Blan- 
chard Carter, Randy Johnson and 
Steve Wilson. With a second sec- 
ond-round draft choice, the Bucs 
added guard Brett Moritz. 

The defense which developed 
lots of pride and some cohesive- 
ness was a 8-4 unit. It will be 
juggled with the addition of 
Chambers, who cost next year’s 
first-round draft choice, and 
Holmes, who started when the 
Steelers won their Super Bowls. 
Chambers had money fights 
with the Bears and was injured 
throughout last year, seldom 
playing. Holmes had a number of 
behavorial problems in Pitts- 
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burgh, but he is a fierce competi- 
tor. They both should be regulars, 
aligning in the three-man front 
with the excellent Lee Roy Sel- 
mon. That would place last year’s 
starters Council Rudolph and 
Dave Pear in reserve, unless Mc- 
Kay elects to go to the standard 
four-man front. Whatever, the 
Bucs do have the knack for rush- 
ing the passer. Other veteran de- 
fensive linemen are Charlie Han- 
nah, Greg Johnson, Bill Kollar, 
Glenn Robinson and Tody Smith. 

The returning four-man line- 
backing unit consists of David 
Lewis and Cecil Johnson outside 
and Dewey Selmon and Richard 
Wood inside. It is a rugged four- 
some. Other linebackers on the 
squad are Rik Bonness, Paul Har- 
ris and Mike Lemon. 

The secondary did surprising 
well last year with only 10 touch- 
downs allowed. Other teams did 
worse. The returnees in the defen- 


DAVE PEAR, Buccaneers tackle, gives cheer after sacking Bears’ Bob Avellini. 
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season. The laughter has died out 
and America’s football fans must 
find something else to tickle their 
funny bones. Nor will Tampa’s 
home fans have much to amuse 
them. But three victories in 
the expanded 16-game schedule 
would represent improvement at 
the mid-season of John McKay’s 
five-year plan to competitive foot- 
ball. 


DAVE GREEN, left, 
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i BUCCANEERS’ VETERAN ROSTER 
averaged 40.3 yards punting; GARY HUFF returns healthy 


Yrs. 
4 5 " : Ti No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
at quarterback and MORRIS OWENS, right, is set at one wide receiver position. 42 Bell, Ricky RB 6-2 220 22 2 So. Calif 
17 Biount, Jeb QB 6-3 200 23 41 Tulsa 
10 Boryla Mike © QB G3 200 284 Nenrasha 
oryla, MIke . anfor: 
3 3 : . = 34 Brown, Cedric DB 6-1 190 23 1 KentSt. 
sive backfield are Jeris White and Green did a two-pronged job. 70 Carlton, Daryl 1 6-6 270 24 3 Tampa 
Mike Washington at the corners Green is a fine punter, and punt- 32 Carter, Louis | RB S11 209 24 3 Maryland 
. . i) a ers, - oI » Kentuc 
and Cedric Brown and Mark Cot- ing happens to represent much of 33 Cotney, Mark De 6-0 205 25 3 Cameron st. 
‘ uBose, Jim - 
ney at the safeties. For depth, Tampa Bay’s attack. But Green 7 Freitas, Rocky” 8 25 2 ul oregon st 
i i i tes, Tommy corn St. 
McKay has Curtis Jordan, and ee oe pea piste aS ai Gree, Dave PAS $2 205 3 § Ona 
r= reen, Jessie = ulsa 
Danny Reece. an Leavitt is the other PlACe- 51 Hagins, Isaac WR 59 180 23 1. Southern 
Depth is needed at most posi- ment man, a young player with 30 Hardeman, von FB 6-2 235 25 4 Tex. A&l 
; ‘ 4 74 Harper, Calvin T 65 ~275 25 1 Illinois St, 
tions. potential off his college marks. 52 Harris, Paul | AB 63° 215 23 2 Alabama 
The kicking game is an area So it is that the team with the 6 Hoimec'eme. GT Ga ayo 59 2 yunotst 
McKay has stressed, bringing in longest winning streak in the one- 28 Jonson, Geil tb 62 220 23 2 Pitsbugh 
: j ivisi ohnson, Greg - orida St, 
a corps of kickers the first two time Black and Blue Division of Beene Ste Ei DES Bo) Bee ee oki RONGR: 
years. Certainly, this parade will Vince Lombardi, Joe Schmidt 25 Jordan, Gurtis; "DB G2: 185.24 3, Tox, Tech 
continue. Much of last year Dave and Dick Butkus enters its third ‘9 Leavitt, Allan K 5-11 176 22 2 Georgia — 
2 temieDad = LB G4 230 28k Sor allt 
ewis, Dav * 0. Cali, 
89 McKay, John WR 5-11 185 24 2 So..Calif. 
Sue te, we St iss eo hat 
* ucker, Larr * rizona ot. 
WALLY CHAMBERS, traded by Chicago 83 Natale, Dana TE b 220 24 4 ca Poly 
- s 
AIRS Biles Aedeanenl pis at DE ape. 1977 LEADERS AND NFC RATINGS 8 O'Donoghue, Neil K 66 220 24 2 St Bernard 
SeomNOLasvict 20 pointe on S| Moma Me, ME Et, 1 ob Ai 
XP, 5 field goals .........-.....44th 36 pear, Dave ‘DT 6-2 250 24 3 Washington 
RUSHING—Bell, a carries for 426 23 Ragsdale, G. RB-WR 5-11 185 24 1 NG. A&T 
yds., 2.9 Avg. 1 TD ......,.....23rd 75 Reavis, Dave - ° rkansas 
G 46 Reece, Dann OB 5-11 190 22 2 So. Callf. 
PASSING—Huff, 67 of 138 attempts 64 Robinson, G DE 66 245 26 3 OkiahomaSt, 
for 889 yds, 3 TDs .......... T.22nd 78 Rudolph, C. DE 6-4 255 27 6 Kentucky St. 
RECEIVING—Owens, 34 receptions for ot vera, ban “a ie | at EA 
655 yds., 19.3 Avg. 3 TDs ...... 16th elmon, Dew : 24-2 Olah 
INTERCEPTIONS—Washington, 5 for 84 smin'tody” DE G5 250 29 7 So. Calif 
71 yds., 14.2 Avg, 1TD....,.., 10th 3 Swidor, tarry ob ie a 22 2 Pitsburgn 
inker, Gera e fs 
ide Green, 98° punts, 40.3 82 Waddell, Chas. TE 6-5 230 24 1 No, Carolina 
vg. longest 70 yds. ............ 4th 40 Washington, M. DB 63 190 24 2 Alabama 
PUNT RETURNS—Reece, 31 for 276 67 Watson, John T 6-4 244 28 8 Oklahoma 
yt BS AE ai ai Ye cin UNCED wo ef ti 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Hagins, 21 for 79 Wilson Steve G 63 265 23 2 Georgia 
493 -yds., 23.5 Avg, ...,....5....: llth 62 Winans, Jeff TG 6-5 265 26 4 So. Calif. 
54 Wood, Richard LB 6-2 215 24 3 So. Calif. 
Pre-season Games 
Aug. 5 CINCINNATI (N) 
12 BALTIMORE (N) 
19 AT New Orleans (N) DRAFTEES 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Round 
26 MIAMI (N) 12’ Willams, Doug QB 6-4 214 32 1.” Grambling 
oy morte Brett, OL 6S 284 22 3b Nebiacka 
67 Moritz, Bre o 
rE oe 1977 Scores 21 Marshall, Elijah WR 6:0 186 22 6 N.C. State 
Sept. 2 N.Y. GIANTS (N) 0-10 53 McGriff, John LB 6-2 242 24 8 Miami (Fla.) 
9 DETROIT (N) _ 29 Taylor, Willie we 64 179 22 2 Pittsburgh 
i we 55 Brown, Aaron 0 St. 
A ATUANTA. fora 0-17 39 McLee, Kevin RB 6-0 188 22 12 Georgia 
Oct. 1 MINNESOTA 3-9 
8 AT Kansas City — 
15 AT N.Y. Giants —_— 
ROOKIES 
22 CHICAGO 0-10 
No. Na Pos. Ht. Wt. Age College 
29 AT Green Bay — 44° Cesare, William DB. 5-11 190 55 Miami (Fla.) 
Nov. 5 AT Los Angeles 0-31 91 Collier, Steve T 6-4 260 23 Alabama 
. a 47 Elias, Kelly DB 6-2 193 22 Boston Col. 
12 AT Detroit 7-16 33 Gonsoulin,J. TE 63 215 23 McNeese 
19 BUFFALO — Al Jones, Gary DB 63 200 23 Mississippl 
ae ee a Bee BH BP ae 
etercu: ,G&. - < 
Dec. 3 GREEN BAY | 0-13 35 Sikorski, Brian QB 63 205 23 Villanova 
10 AT San Francisco — 38 Wender, Jack RB 6-0 210 23 Fresno St. 
17 NEW ORLEANS 33-14 90 Womack, Wayne LB 6-2 230 22 Utah St. 
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LOS ANGELES RAMS 


PREDICTION 1st 

eorge Allen working for 
Carroll Rosenbloom! 

Carroll Rosenbloom bossing 
George Allen! 

Present are all the ingredients 
for one of the great studies in 
human behavior. 

Here we have two tremendous 
egos trying to pull together, when 
by all that is natural they must 
try to pull apart. 

It boils down to this wonder- 
ful morsel: Can George Allen 
turn himself inside out and be- 
come a puppet coach for Carroll 
Rosenbloom? 

The character of George Allen 
always has been that he must be 
the stick that stirs the drink at 
any place he has coached. 

But on the Rams only Carroll 
Rosenbloom can be the stick that 
stirs the drink. 

It ought to be interesting .. . 


fun ... maybe amusing .. . per- 
haps hilarious . . . probably vol- 
atile. 


Did not Dan Reeves, the 
Rams’ late owner once declare: 
“Tt was more fun losing than it is 
winning with George Allen?” 

Did not Edwin Bennett Wil- 
liams, boss of the Redskins, once 
state: “We gave George Allen an 
unlimited budget and he ex- 
ceeded it?” 

From all his public statements 
since returning to the Rams, 
Allen means to be able to work 
for—under—Rosenbloom. 

“This is the first time in my 
coaching career when I don’t 
have to do a rebuilding job,” Al- 
len said. 

That is so true. Allen, with his 
unorthodox ways, had to create 
the Rams into winners the first 
tour in L.A. Then he had to build 
the Redskins from scratch at the 
start of his seven-year exile in 
Washington. 
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GEORGE ALLEN, Coach. 
Assisiants: Jack Faulkner, Ray 
Malavasi, Lionel Taylor, Frank 
Lauterbur, LaVern Torgeson, 
Paul Lanham, Charlie Waller, 
Bill Hickman, Bud Carson, Max 
Coley. 
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PAT HADEN (11) has established himself as Los Angeles’ No. 1 quarterback. 


But now, now, he inherits from 
Chuck Knox a team which won 
five successive divisional titles. 
And zero NFC championships. 

Rosenbloom yearns so much for 
another Super Bowl team. 

So it was he who grew disen- 
chanted with Knox. As owner, 
he nagged for an open-style of- 
fense. But Knox, a close-to-the- 
vest conservative, would not 
open up the offense. 

A year ago Knox tired of the 
owner’s interference. He initiated 
clandestine maneuvering to es- 
cape Rosenbloom and his long- 
term-contract and go to Detroit. 
The Lions wanted him. But 
Rosenbloom bridled and said the 
Lions were trying to steal his 
coach. He would not let Knox 
free, spoke of having him coach 
for perpetuity. He gave Knox a 
new automatically renewing con- 
tract. And the Rams again were 
so powerful they won their di- 
vision for the fifth time in Knox’ 
five years. They won even though 
the great gambit to get Joe Na- 
math boomerranged on them. 
They were 10-4 and went into 
the playoffs again. There, again, 
they were knocked out, again by 


the Vikings, but a bitter score of 
14-7. 

Rosenbloom bristled in a char- 
acteristic tempest. The day after 
the playoff loss he started 
greasing the way out for Knox. 
Knox wanted to go, get out of 
the ugly LA scene. But this time 
Detroit no longer wanted him. 
Via the good offices of an inter- 
mediary, Knox was shoveled off 
to Buffalo. 

Meanwhile, there was disen- 
chantment with Allen in the in- 
ner sanctum of the Redskins, 
Williams started greasing the 
way out for Allen. 

So it was the merger between 
Rosenbloom and Allen was made. 

But George Allen was told he 
must behave himself, do what 
Rosenbloom wanted. 

That meant no more trading- 
of-draft-choice monkeyshines for 
George Allen. That meant no 
more collection of fossil and relic 
players for an Over the Hill 
Gang for Allen. 

Allen, biting a bullet, said all 
the proper words. He would give 
Rosenbloom the electrifying, raz- 
zle-dazzle offense. Perhaps. 

“We will have a multiple of- 
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fense,” said Allen, whose offense 
in Washington was more close- 
to-the-vest than Knox’, if such 
conservatism is humanly possi- 
ble. “But I still think defense is 
important. We will have to im- 
prove the special teams on the 
Rams.” 

Allen also said, trying to 
sound contrite: “It is a miscon- 
ception that I have to have older 
players. Sure, we had older play- 
ers when we were here before 
and our Over the Hill Gang in 
Washington received a lot of pub- 
licity, but those two situations 
were different. The teams were 
down and we did what we had to 
to win. 

“The key is do what you have 
to do to win. It doesn’t matter 
whether the players are old or 
young or middle-aged. The most 
important thing this year is for 
everyone to be pulling from the 
same end of the rope, pulling to- 
gether.” 

The implication? That he and 
Carroll would be pulling together. 
But that Carroll would be direct- 
ing the tugging. 

So it was that for the first time 


LAWRENCE McCUTCHEON (30) of the Rams has gained 
1,000 yards rushing in four of his first five NFL campaigns. 
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in the memory of the aged, a 
team coached by George Allen 
had early-round draft choices. 
Indeed, Allen’s Rams had five 
choices in the first three rounds 
—Elvis Peacock in the first, Stan 
Johnson and Ron Smith in the 
second, Frank Corral and Leon 
White in the third. It was, of 
course characteristic, that the 
two extra choices—Johnson and 
Corral—went to the Rams on 
draft picks that George Allen 
himself had traded to them from 
the Redskins. One of the little 
ironies of George Allen. But then, 
the same George Allen once had 
been fined for trading the same 
future draft choice away twice. 

This time with his ready-built 
team Allen could go back to the 
Super Bowl. The Rams have long 
been a formidable team. All Al- 
len has to do is guide the Rams 
through the playoffs, which Knox 
could never do. 

Allen promises to do just that: 
“Tf things break right, if we don’t 
have any damaging injuries.” 

“We're going to run out of 
multiple sets and our goals are 
to be more explosive and less 
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predictable,’ Allen said. 

This is what Rosenbloom 
wants—and maybe he'll get it. 

To run this multiple offense, 
the Rams have their Rhode 
Scholar quarterback, Pat Haden. 
Haden now is secure in his job. 
In Knox’ years, the Rams won 
their five titles with four different 
quarterbacks. Haden was the 
only one of these to win two. He 
began last year benched for the 
creaky-kneed Namath, whose - 
abilities had faded so much the 
job was taken away after four 
games. Haden got it back and 
became the No. 2 quarterback in 
the conference behind Roger 
Staubach. 

Allen has an aversion to young 
QBs—and Haden is 25. But the 
young scholar at Oxford obvi- 
ously has the smarts to play the 
game of football. He also has 
scrambling ability. 

Behind Haden, the Rams have 
only Vince Ferragamo, a seldom- 
used second-year player. So ba- 
sically, Allen does not have his 
blessed experience at quarter- 
back. 

There is super speed at re- 


WENDELL TYLER (26), behind a block by TOM MACK (65), 
is one of Los Angeles Rams’ multi-talented running backs. 
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ceiver to give the Rams the de- 
sired break-open dimension. Ha- 
rold Jackson long has been one 
of the league’s top burners. He 
had 48 catches last year. The 
loss of Ron Jessie last year was 
particularly damaging to the 
Rams’ offense, Jessie is now back 
and is a brilliant receiver. Be- 
hind the starters are Bill Waddy, 
who also can burn, Freeman 
Scales, and Ron Smith, the sec- 
ond-round rookie. 

There are expert tight ends 
with Terry Nelson and Charles 
Young. Nelson has developed in- 
to a big-play player. 

The Rams have so many good 
running backs they will have to 
shave some of them. There is the 
bulling, fast Lawrence McCutch- 
eon, four-times a Thousand-Yard 
runner with 1,238 last year. His 
duels on the Coast with O.J. 
Simpson could be immense. With 
McCutcheon, the Rams have 
John Cappelletti, Cullen Bryant, 
Rod Phillips, Wendell Tyler and 
Rob Scribner, Cappelletti is the 
likely starter. But the others all 
could be starters for other teams. 
The depth is so much it was sur- 
prising the Rams drafted Pea- 
cock of Oklahoma on the first 
round, He must be regarded as a 
possible starter. 

The line is veteran and savvy, 
but some times it does get man- 
handled. Returning intact are 
tackles Doug France and John 
Williams, guards Tom Mack and 
Dennis Harrah and center Rich 
Saul. The Rams also have veter- 
an Dan Ryczek, Rick Nuzum and 
Donnie Hickman. From high in 
the draft they added Leon 
White. 

Despite all the prattle about 
offense, Allen is a defense-ori- 
ented coach. Always before he 
couldn’t care less about the of- 
fense and preferred to watch 
hammer-and-tongs defense. He 
has that with the Rams, one of 
the best defenses in the NFC. 

The line is sharp on the pass 
rush, stingy in playing the run. 
Jack Youngblood and Fred 
Dryer pressure from the outside. 
Larry Brooks is talented at 
tackle. Cody Jones last year filled 
in adequately as the succesor 
to Merlin Olsen. Mike Fanning 
challenges Jones now. The Rams 
also have Al Cowlings and Stan 


Johnson, the rookie picked up on 
a second-round choice gained 
when Allen was trading them 
away in Washington. 

It is Allen’s style to use blud- 
geoning linebackers. These, too, 
he inherited in brilliant abun- 
dance. Isiah Robertson is a bona- 
fide star on the outside, adept at 
covering the run and pass. Hack- 
saw Jack Reynolds is a top mid- 
dle linebacker, presumably happy 
again after contractual problems 
sidelined him half of last year. 
Jim Youngblood plays the other 
outside position. There is excel- 
lent depth with Bob Brudzinski, 
Kevin McLain and Bob Pifferini. 

Twenty-five pass interceptions 
was the record of the Rams’ out- 
standing secondary last year. 
This group has three top stars in 
cornerback Monte Jackson, free 
safety Bill Simpson and strong 
safety Dave Elmendorf. Jackson 
and Simpson are expert intercep- 
tion artists. Pat Thomas is the 
other cornerback. The defensive 
back regulars are backed by Rod 
Perry, Jackie Wallace and Nolan 
Cromwell. 

Allen has a fetish about the 
kicking game—and with justifica- 


1977 LEADERS AND NFC RATINGS 
SCORING—Seontien, 86 Deine b on 32 
XP, 18 field goals 


: 3rd 
RUSHING—McCutcheon, 294 carries 


for 1238 yds., 4.2 Avg., 7 TDs 2nd 
PASSING—Haden, 122 of 216 at- 
tempts for 1551 yds., 11 TDs . 2nd 


RECEIVING—H, Jackson, 48 recep- 


tions for 666 yds., 13.9 Avg.6 TDs 4th 
INTERCEPTIONS—Simpson, 6 for 157 
yds., 26.2 Avg. _. 2nd 
PUNTING—Walker, 73 punts, 35.2 
Avg., longest 56 yds. 14th 
PUNT RETURNS—Waddy, 31 for 219 
yds., 7.1 Avg. . 11th 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Tyler, 24 for 
523 yds., 21.8 Avg. : 16th 


Pre-season Games 

5 NEW ENGLAND (N) 
12 SAN DIEGO (N) 

17 AT Seattle (N) 
26 AT Oakland (6 pm) 


Aug. 


1978 SCHEDULE 1977 Scores 
Sept. 3 AT Philadelphia 10 am 20.0 
10 ATLANTA 23-7 
17 DALLAS — 


24 AT Houston 11 am 


Oct. 1 AT New Orleans 11 am 26-27 
8 SAN FRANCISCO 34-14 
15 AT Minnesota 35-3 
22 NEW ORLEANS 14-7 
30 AT Atlanta 6 pm 6-17 
Noy. 5 TAMPA BAY 31-0 
12 PITTSBURGH 5 pm —_— 
19 AT San Francisco 23-10 
26 AT Cleveland 10 am 9-0 
Dec. 3 AT NY Giants 10 am — 
11 CINCINNATI 6 pm — 
17 GREEN BAY 24-6 
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tion, Kicking was a problem of 
the Rams even in the five title 
years. The incumbents are place 
kicker Rafael Septien and punter 
Glen Walker. But Corral does 
both with exceptional talent and 
should win a job, perhaps doing 
double duty. 

The Rams have all the talent 
necessary to get to the Super 
Bowl. Rosenbloom has _ been 
there before. Allen has been there 
before. 

The major question is can they 
get along well enough to get 
there together? 


RAMS’ VETERAN ebb 


No, Name Pos, Ht Wt. Age Pro College 
90 Brooks, Larry OT 63 255 27 Va. State 
Brown,” Carlos QB 63 210 26 i Pacific 

59 Brudzinski,Bob LB 6-4 230 22 2 OhioSt. 
32 Bryant, O. RB-KR 6-1 235 26 6 Colorado 
22 Cappelletti, John RB 6-1 217 25 5 PennSt. 
44 Collins, Sonny RB 6-1 196 24 2 Kentuck 
70 Cowlings, Al DE-DT 6-5 245 30 8 Sou, Calif. 
21 Cromwell, Nolan S 6-1 196 22 2 Kansas 

89 Dryer, Fred DE 6-6 240 31 10 S. Diego St. 
55 Ekern, Carl 1B 63 220 23 3 S.JoseSt. 
42 Elmendorf, Dave S 6-L 145 28 8 Texas A&M 
79 Fanning, Mike DT 6-6 260 24 4 Notre Dame 
15 Ferragamo, V. QB 6-3 208 2 Nebraska 
77 France Doug T 6-5 272 24 4 OhioSt. 

18 Gabriel, Roman QB 6-4 225 38 17 N.C, State 
11 Haden, Pat _ QB 5-11 182 24 3 So. Calif. 
60 Harrah, Dennis G 65 257 24 4 Miami (Fla.) 
73 Hill, Winston T 6-4 272 36 16 Texas So. 
63 Horton, Greg G 6-4 245 26 3 Colorado 
29 Jackson, Harold WR 5-10 175 31 11 Jackson St. 
28 Jackson, Monte CB 5-11 189 24 4 S. Diego St. 
81 Jessie, Ron WR 6-0 185 29 8 Kansas 

43 Jodat, Jim RB 5-11 210 23 2 Carthage 
88 Johns, Freeman WR 6-1 175 24 2 SMU 

76 Jones,Cody ODT-DE 6-5 240 26 5 S. Jose St. 
84 Joyce, Terry P-TE 6-6 230 23 3 Mo. Southern 
65 Mack, Tom G 63 250 34 13 Michigan 
30 McCutcheon, L. RB 6-1 205 27 6 Colorado St. 
50 Mclain, Kevin. LB 6-2 227 23 3 Colorado St. 
82 Miller, Willie WR 5-9 172 30 3 Colorado St, 
83 Nelson, Terry TE 6-2 230 26 5 Ark. AM&N 
51 Nuzum, Rick C 6-4 238 25 2 Kentucky 
49 Perry, Rod CB 5-9 170 24 4 Colorado 
39 Phillips, Rod RB 6-0 220 25 4 Jackson St. 
54 Pifferini, Bob LB 6-2 226 27 6 UCLA 

64 Reynolds, Jack 1B 6-1 232 30 9 Tennessee 
58 Robertson, Isiah LB 6-3 225 28 8 Southern 

Ryczek, Dan C 63 250 28 § Virginia 

61 Saul, Rich C 6-3 250 29 9 Mich, State 
87 Scales, D. WR-KR 6-2 170 24 3. Grambling 
33 Scribner, Rob RB 6-0 200 26 5 UCLA 

1 Septien, ‘Rafael K 59 171 24 2 SWla. 
48 Simpson, Bill S 6-1 180 26 5 Michigan St. 
78 Slater, Jackie G 6-4 270 23 3 Jackson St. 
27 Thomas, Pat CB 5-9 180 23 3 Texas A&M 
26 Tyler, W. RB-KR 5-10 188 22 2 UCLA 
80 Waddy, Billy WR-KR 5-11 185 23 2 Colorado 
19 Walker, Glen P-K 6-1 210 25 2 So, Calif 
20 Wallace, J. S-CB 6-3 198 26 5 Arizona 

75 Williams, John T 6-3 265 32 11 Minnesota 
86 Young, Charles TE 6-4 235 26 6 So. Callf 
85 Youngblood,J. DE 6-4 242 27 8 Florida 

53 Youngblood, Jim LB 6-3 239 27 6 Tenn. Tech 

DRAFTEES 

Round Pos. Ht. Wt. Age College 

9 Anderson, Andre DE 6-5 259 22 New Mex. St. 
12 Coppens, ‘Gus T 65 270 22 UCLA 

3 Corral, Frank K-P 6-2 213 22 UCLA 

7 Doss, Reggie DE 6-4 256 21 Hampton 
11 Hostetler, Ron LB 6-2 220 22 Penn St. 

2 Johnson, Stan OT 64 275 22 Tenn. St. 

4 Manges, Mark QB 6-2 210 21 Maryland 

1 Peacock, Elvis RB 6-1 220 21 Oklahoma 
10 Peal, Charles T G4 264 21 Indiana 

2 Smith, Ron WR 6-0 190 21 S. Diego St. 
3 White, Leon C 63 261 22 Colorado 

FREE AGENTS 

No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. oes College 
57 Caudill, Barry C 63 228 23 So Miss. 
72 Fowler, Doug T 65 260 23 Pomona 
68 Fulton, Ed G 63 250 23 Maryland 
66 Hickman, Donnie G 6-2 261 22 So. Calif. 

9 Lee, Danny _ P 6-2 200 24 NE La. 

25. Royall, Curtis CB 6-0 190 25 USIU 

37 Simmons, Elmo RB 6-0 195 23 Arlington 
93 Tennigkeit, Tim DE 6-5 240 23 UCLA 

62 Williams, Jeff T 64 256 23 Rhode Is. 
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SAN FRANCISCO 49ers 


PREDICTION 2nd 


di rs majordomos of pro foot- 
ball have learned to love 
their luxury as much as their 
superstars. So it was they were 
meeting in Palm Springs last 
March. Joe Thomas, trying to 
recreate the 49ers in his own im- 
age, found himself sitting next to 
Chuck Knox, on his first assign- 
ment with the Buffalo Bills. 

“What about O.J. Simpson?” 
mused Thomas, a debonair man 
with a shrewdness about him. 
“He says he wants to play on the 
West Coast.” 

“T know,” said Knox. “He’d be 
available for the right price.” 

Thomas might have gulped or 
maybe he just felt like gulping— 
or grinning. 

“Let’s talk about it,” he said 
in what seemed a conspiratorial 
whisper. 

“OK,” said Knox. 

Trades are made either in 
smoke-filled rooms, hotel lobbies 
or on the telephone. It took 10 
days of negotiating in all these 
ways. Then O.J. Simpson was 
allowed to leave Buffalo, which 
he abhorred, and was happily 
permitted to go home. For once 
O.J. ran through the airport for 
real. 

The year’s most vital trade in 
pro football earnestly catapulted 
the 49ers into a position in which 
they could win an immediate 
title. Joe Thomas, who sacked 
two coaches in two years in San 
Francisco, had created his new- 
est team in his own image. 

The lucky recipient of Thomas’ 
trading skill is Pete McCulley, 
another new San _ Francisco 
coach. His name was unknown 
until Thomas hired him off the 
staff of the Colts and made him 
a head coach. In fact, Thomas 
will call most of the shots for the 
49ers. McCulley will merely carry 
them out. But when a boss gets 
you O.J. Simpson to play with 
you cannot be ungrateful. 

Thomas, never rejoiced for his 
humility, was so proud of his 


coup in getting Simpson he 
openly divulged the details of his 
strategy. 

“Chuck Knox indicated what 
he wanted and I told him there 
was no way we would give up 
what he was asking for,” Thomas 
said. “For one thing, he wanted 
our first draft pick this year. I 
said there was no way because 
we had the seventh pick overall 
and we would not give that 
away. I also told him I didn’t 
want to give away any of our 
football players. 

“T said once we establish those 
two things, then maybe we can 
do more talking. That’s when he 
said he wanted to think about it 
and discuss it further the follow- 
ing morning. 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


PETE Mc€ULLY, Coach. 
Assistants: Floyd Reese, Dan Ra- 
dakovich, Fred O’Connor, Earl 
Leggett, Mike White, Les Steckel, 
Frank Gansz, Jimmy Carr. 


“T told Chuck we didn’t want 
to go any further until we saw 
O.J.’s contract because that was 
an important consideration. But 
after looking it over, we decided 
it was properly structured for us 
to handle. 

“We were very close on the 
trade at that stage. The only 
thing we were going back and 
forth on was that last draft 
choice. We bounced back and 
forth and after a few exchanges 
Chuck finally said if he could get 
one particular pick the deal was 
on. I said, ‘you got it, let’s go.’ 

“When we got that close, I 
wasn’t going to let a draft choice 
three years away get in the way.” 

So O.J. went home to give the 
49ers the most exciting running 


O.J. SIMPSON (32) is the 49ers big new hope for a division championship. 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


in football for five draft choices 
scattered over 1978, 1979 and 
1980. 

“Actually, the trade was com- 
pleted much faster than a lot of 
other trades I’ve made,’ Thomas 
said. 

Simpson, who collects a re- 
ported $733,000, is not regarded 
as damaged goods. He had a knee 
injury which kept him from play- 
ing part of last year. But surgery 
has healed the knee. 

So he was a bargain for the 
49ers in their pursuit of the 
Rams, winners of the West title 
the last five years. 

Did Thomas bamboozle Knox? 
On the surface it may appear 
that way. But Buffalo is building 
from scratch—and the draft 
choices will help the Bills very 
much. And one great factor over- 
looked: Knox coached the Rams 
to those five titles, then was 
dumped. He carries a_ painful 
grudge against the Rams, and he 
would love to see them beaten. 


That much this year is un- 
likely for the 49ers. They were 
5-9 last year under Ken Meyer 
despite an outstanding pass rush 
defense. Meyer became coach 
when Joe Thomas arrived—and 
the incumbent Monte Clark re- 
fused to sacrifice his authority 
to the new general manager. 
Thomas obviously used Meyer as 
a stopgap coach in the emer- 
gency. Then he brought in his 
own men, McCulley for this year. 

“The place the 49ers have to 
make some improvements is in 
the passing game,” McCulley 
said, figuring the club has the 
most potent running attainable. 
“You make the big play with the 
passing game. You win in the 
NFL with a passing game. I be- 
lieve in balance, but I also be- 
lieve in utilizing the big play 
when the opportunity presents it- 
self. I like to see some action out 
there and I want a hard-nosed 
running attack, but I want the 
big play, too.” 


KEN MacAFEE (81), Notre Dame All-American, was 49ers’ No. 1 draft choice. 
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The words are not calculated 
to be sweet music to Simpson. 
O.J. squawked in Buffalo when 
he didn’t run as often as he 
would like to have early in his 
career. 

But when you have O.J. you 
tend to use him to the point of 
fatigue. 

The swiftie Thomas inciden- 
tally fit into the big-play theme 
by outtalking Knox so the 49ers 
could keep their top draft choice 
this year. With that seventh se- 
lection in the draft Thomas 
grabbed Ken MacAfee, the acro- 
batic tight end out of Notre 
Dame. He was one of two first- 
round draft choices for San 
Francisco. The other was Dan 
Bunz, a linebacker obtained on 
a first-round choice obtained 
when he swapped Delvin Wil- 
liams, made expendable by O.J., 
from Miami. 

It was the most clever work- 
ing of a draft-trade jigsaw puzzle 
imaginable. 

The big-play concept works 
out as a challenge by Coach 
McCulley to Jim Plunkett. The 
veteran quarterback never has 
been what everybody thought he 
would be when he came out of 
college eight years ago. He has 
never been a winner. Too often 
he has been a shabby passer. But 
the promise is still there with 
the strong arm. 

Now the 49ers are unique in 
football. They have two guys 
who were first off the board in 
two different drafts—Plunkett 
and Simpson—playing in one 
backfield. 

It is enough to make football 
romanticists drool. 

But for it to work Plunkett 
must throw more touchdown 
passes and fewer interceptions, 
be more forceful on the field, de- 
velop a winning touch. 

Behind Plunkett at quarter- 
back the 49ers have Scott Bull, 
who has started some games 
when experiments were néces- 
sary 

Plunkett has a big-play pass 
catcher to help him fulfull Mc- 
Culley’s ideal. Gene Washington 
goes down field and catches the 
ball as well as anybody in the 
league. But Gene has not thrived 
since Plunkett arrived in trade 
from New England before 
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Thomas, two years ago. Last 
year he caught only 32 passes. 
On the other side, there are 
Kenny Harrison, Willie McGee 
and Jim Lash to compete for 
work. Each is a suitable target. 

The drafting of the hulking 
MacAfee was a big of leger- 
demain. Now the 49ers have a 
tight end comparable to Dave 
Casper, from across the Bay in 
Oakland, the town that San 
Francisco fans have to envy, 
MacAfee does everything the 
textbook tight end does and he 
does it with sparkle. And there 
is depth, too much—Tom Mitch- 
ell, himself outstanding, Jim Ob- 
radovich and Paul Seal. 

The running, well, it could not 
be better with the Juice and 
dashing Wilber Jackson. But O.J. 
is used to having a power blocker 
for him. Jackson is not that type. 
In addition the 49ers have Bob 
Ferrell, Paul Hofer and Dave 
Williams. Delvin Williams has 
been a Thousand-Yard runner 
and gained 931 last year, but 
there was no way he could be 
used in the same unit with O.J. 
Delvin would have simmered 
and fumed. They could not be 
compatible. 

The offensive line is something 


CEDRIC HARDMAN (86) is 49ers’ 


top defensive end and pass rusher. 


that must be improved. The re- 
turnees are Jean Barrett and 
Keith Fahnhorst at tackle, Steve 
Lawson and Woody Peoples at 
guard, Randy Cross at center, 
and Johnny Miller, John Ayers 
and Ron Singleton in reserve. 
This group permitted the quar- 
terbacks to be sacked 36 times 
last year. With this in mind, the 
49ers drafted two linemen on the 
second and third rounds, Walt 
Downing from Michigan and 
Ernie Hughes from Notre Dame. 

The 49ers have a pass rush de- 
fense which belts opposing quar- 
terbacks with Cleveland Elam 
and Cedrick Hardman. They rush 
together. On the other side, the 
49ers have Jimmy Webb and 
Tony Cline. In the background 
are Ed Galigher and Bill Cooke. 

The linebacking needs to be 
upgraded. The returnees are 
Bruce Elia in the middle with 
Skip Vanderbundt and Willie 
Harper outside. Ed Bradley and 
Mike Baldassin are the returning 
reserves. 

The secondary rates fair with 
Bruce Taylor and Tony Leonard 
at the corners and Mel Phillips 


1977 LEADERS AND NFC RATINGS 
SCORING—Del Williams, 54 points 
on 9 touchdowns ............. T. 9th 
RUSHING—Del Williams, 269 car- 
ries for 934 yds., 3.5 Avg., 7 TDs 
PASSING—Plunkett, 128 of 248 at- 
tempts for 1693 yds., 6.83 =a tie 
TDs ‘ 8th 
RECEIVING—Washington, G, 32 re- 
ceptions for 638 yds., 19.9 "Ave, 5 
TDs ....22nd 
INTERCEPTIONS—Washington, D., 2 
for 68 yds., 34.0 Avg. .. 
PUNTING—Wittum, 77 punts, 36.4 
Aveg., longest 54 yds. : 
PUNT RETURNS—Leonard, 22 for 154 


5th 


yds., 7.0 Avg. _. 13th 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Hofer, 36 for 
863 yds., 24.0 Avg. . Oth 


Pre-season Games 
§ AT Dallas (N) 
12 SEATTLE (N) 
20 OAKLAND 

25 AT Buffalo (N) 


Aug. 


1978 SCHEDULE 

Sept. 3 AT Cleveland 
10 CHICAGO 
17 AT Houston 


1977 Scores 


17-20 


24 AT N.Y. Giants 4 pm 

Oct. 1 CINCINNATI — 
8 AT Los Angeles 14-34 
15 NEW ORLEANS 20-17 
22 ATLANTA 0-7 
29 AT Washington —_ 

Noy. 5 AT Atlanta 10-3 
12 ST. LOUIS - 
19 LOS ANGELES 10-23 
27 PITTSBURGH 6 pm 0-27 

Dec. 3 AT New Orleans 10-7 
10 TAMPA BAY 20-10 
17 AT Detroit 28-7 
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and Eddie Lewis at safety. Vet- 
eran Al Mathews, seeking to be- 
come a starter again, Stan Black 
and Eddie Lewis are reserve de- 
fensive backs. 

The kicking is OK with Ray 
Wersching a long-range field goal 
man who is also accurate on extra 
points. Dave Wittum should be 
able to make his punts longer. 

In 32 years, the San Francisco 
fans have been so pained without 
a championship they have thrown 
garbage at their heroes in frus- 
tration. But in a year or two they 
will have a winner. Joe Thomas 
has made enemies every place he 
has operated—but he also built 


winning teams. 


49ERS’ VETERAN uate 


No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. A . Ha College 
68 Ayers, John — T 6-5 247 1 W. Tex, St. 
41 Baldassin, Mike LB 6-1 218 92 R Washington 
77 Barrett, Jean T 66 250 26 5 Tulsa 
26 Black, Stan S$ 6-0 196 21 R Miss. State 
54 Bradley, Ed LB 6-1 225 27 6 Wake Forest 
19 Bull, Scott QB 65 215 24 2 Arkansas 
28 Burns, meee CB 6-0 i181 23 R So. Calif. 
82 Cline, Ton DE 6-2 237 29 8 Miami (Fla.) 
76 Cooke, Bill DT-DE 6-6 243 26 3 Mass. 
51 Cross, Randy 6-3 250 23 2 UCLA 
17 peneth, Steve 6-2 205 23 R S. Jose St. 
72 Elam, Cleveland ot 6-4 251 25 3 Tenn. St. 
55 Elia, Bruce LB 6-1 220 24 3 OhioSt. 
71 Fahnhorst, Keith T 6-6 263 25 4 Minnesota 
38 Farrell. Bob RB 6-0 219 24 2 UCLA 
75 Galigher, Ed OT 6-5 247 27 6 UCLA 
86 Hardman, C. DE 6-4 244 28 8 N. Tex. St. 
59 Harper, Willie LB 6-2 295 27 5 Nebraska 
83 Harrison, Kenny WR 6-0 164 23 2 SMU 
53 Hart, Tommy DE 6-4 246 32 10 Mor. Brown 
36 Hofer, Paul RB 6-0 193 25 2 Mississippi 
40 Jackson, Wilbur RB 6-1 213 25 4 Alabama 
87 Lash, Jim WR 6-2 200 5 No'western 
65 Lawson, Steve G 6-3 257 28 / Kansas 
42 Leonard, A. KR-CB 5-11 165 24 2 Va. Union 
22 Lewis, Eddie CB-S 6-0 174 23 2 Kansas 
47 Mathews, Al CB 5-10 190 30 8 Texas A&l 
81 McGee, Willie WR 5-11 178 27 5 AlcornSt. 
49 McGill, Ralph PR-S 5-11 180 27 6 Tulsa 
66 Miller, Johnny G 6-1 247 23 1 Livingstone 
84 Mitchell, Tom TE 6-4 226 33 11 Bucknell 
89 Obradovich, Jim TE 6-2 227 24 3 So, Cali. 
69 Peoples, Woody G 6-2 250 34 9 Grambling 
32 Phillips, Mel S 6-2 185 35 12 N.C. A&T 
16 Plunkett, Jim QB 62 207 29 7 Stanford 
85 Seal, Paul —£ 6-4 223 25 4 Michigan 
32 Simpson, 0.J. RB 6-1 215 31 10 So. Calif. 
67 Singleton, Ron T 6-7 275 25 2 Grambling 
58 Stidham, Howard LB 6-2 214 22 1 Tenn, Tech 
44 Taylor, Bruce CB 6-0 178 29 8 BostonU. 
52 Vanderbundt,S. LB 6-3 225 30 9 Oregon St. 
18 Washington, 6. WR 6-1 180 30 9 Stanford 
74 Webb, Jimm DT 6-5 245 3 Miss. St. 
14 Wersching, ay K 5-11 210 27 5 California 
30 Williams, Dave RB 6-2 200 R Colorado 
24 Williams, Delvin RB 6-0 195 26 4 Kansas 
13 Wittum, Tom P 6-1 198 27 5 N, Illinois 
DRAFTEES 
Round Pos. Ht. Wt. Age College 
1 MacAfee, Ken TE 6-4 250 21 Notre Dame 
Bunz, Dan LB 6-4 230 22 Long Beach 
2 Downing, Walt G 63 254 21 Michigan 
3 Hughes, Ernie G 63 250 Notre Dame 
4 Le ount, Terry WR 5-10 172 21 Florida 
5 Reese, Achie OT 6-3 263 21 Clemson 
Threadgill, B. DB 6-0 190 21 Miss, St. 
6 Walker, Elliott RB S11 193 21 Pittsburgh 
7 Quillan, Fred 6-5 240 21 Oregon 
9 Redden, Herman DB 6-2 190 21 Howard 
Moore, Dean LB 6-2 210 22 lowa 
McDaniels, Steve T 6-6 276 22 Notre Dame 
10 Connell, Mike P 6-1 200 21 Cincinnati 
11 McCray, Willie DE 6-5 234 24 roy St. 
12 trons, Dan T 67 260 23 Texas Tech 
ROOKIES 
No. Nam Pos, Ht. Wt. Age College 
41 Baldassin, Mike LB 61 218 22 Washington 
26 Black, Stan S$ 60 196 21 Miss, State 
28 Burns, Mike CB 6-0 181 23 So. Calif. 
72 Elam, Cleveland DT 6-4 251 25 S. Jose St. 
30 Williams, Dave RB 6-2 200 23 Colorado 


ATC Sports’ 1978 | Games... 


Authentic College Football... 
Quarterback any one of the top 90 college 
teams to a winning season! Over 22 different 
running and passing plays to pick from in 
your play selection. Also Punts, Quick 
Kicks, Field Goals, Kick-Offs, Fumbles, 
Injuries and Penalties add to the realism! 
Every team individually rated in all cate- 
gories of play. 

SPECIAL— Game also includes complete in- 
Structions so you can rate the Pro teams and 
players; or your own favorite teams on whatever 


level of play; such as “famous teams of the past", 


GAME INCLUDES—+ Zone and Result Charts, 

random number generator, colorful football field, 

Ball and Ten Yard Markers, Unique Timing Board, 

Line-Up Cards, Rules and Statistical Sheets. 

NF78C— Includes Top 90 Big Time 
College Teams 


Pro Boxing... Have real-life thrills 
playing fast-action boxing. All weight divi- 
Sions scientifically computed reflect each 
man's true boxing ability. Knockdowns, 
KO's, Jabs, Hooks, etc. are all included ona 
24 in. xX 344 in. Individual boxer card. 
GAME INCLUDES— Boxing ring, 2 points 
scored indicators, round timer, action chart, 2dice, 
scoresheets and rules plus 131 present day boxers in 
11 weight categories. EXTRA SPE CIAL— Now 
includes 99 All-Time Famous Boxers Cards. 


NX78 Pro Boxing Game $ 9,95 


GF1i—NFL Strategy by Tudor 
wees. $20.95 
C228—All-American 
Football by Cadaco $5.95 
C164—Foto-Football (all 
new) by Cadaco... $ 10.95 


815—Football Strategy by 
Avalon Hill ......... $ 10.00 


CF2—College Football 
Bowl Bound by Sports Ill. 
wees. S 10.00 


"(32 Top All-Time College Teams) 


IF MORE INFO DESIRED SEND 50¢ 
AND ASK FOR GAMES BROCHURE. 


SPORT BOOKS 


HUGE SELECTION — All Your Favorites! 
Send 50¢ for HUGE listing of Sport Books- 
new books just released and rare oldies! 


2X105P The Sporting News NFL Guide 1978 ....$ 3.50 
2X106P Sporting News Pro FB Register 1978 ... $5.50 
22X84P Complete Handbook of Pro FB 1978 .,..$ 2.25 
22X85P Complete Handbook of College FB 1978 . $ 2.25 
15X107 The Fighting Irish-Notre Dame Football . $ 12.95 
26X113 Sports Encyclopedia-Pro Football $ 14.95 
111x5P Ohio State Football Scrapbook 

Notre Dame Football Scrapbook $6.95 

WFL's Of. Ency. History Pro Football . . 

Big Bowl Football Guide 

The Football Play Book- Special 

Parseghian & Notre Dame Football , .$ 9.95 


Collegiate Football Histories... 
157x1_ The Crimson Tide-ALABAMA 
157x2 The War Eagles-Auburn Football . 
157x3_ The Buckeyes-Ohio State Football . 
157x4 The Sooners-OKLAHOMA 
157x5 ~The Nittany Lions-PENN STATE 
157x6 Hook ‘Em Horns-TEXAS UNIV 
157x7 Between the Hedges-GEORGIA 
157x8 The Twelfth Man-TEXAS A&M 


Ce es 


Purchase several games o .$7 50 
and save Money! ; 

Purchase any 2 games- deduct ra . bok total price, 
Purchase any 3 games - deduct $2.00 from total price. 
Purchase any 7 games - deduct $7.50 from total price. 


Pro Basketball...Match your basket- 
ball knowledge against ‘big time’ Pro 
Coaches! You, as coach, choose lineups, 
make substitutions, and other decisions for 
all the thrills of real Pro Basketball! This 
game is based on the individual records of 
the Top Ten Players from each team, 
GAME INCLUDES—Spinner Basketball Court, 
Player Cards, Scoresheets, Complete Rules and In- 
structions and assorted Statistical Sheets, 

K79 Game w/22 Pro Teams ..$ 9.95 
College Basketball...Piay the top 
twenty college teams in the nation, Game 
parts are the same as pro game above. At 
least 100 more college teams ayailable— 
also the best teams from 1965 to the present. 
Have your own all-time college champion- 
ship tourney, 

NK79C Game with the Top Twenty 

Ranked College Teams 


PROTECT YOUR CARDS! 


With see thru vinyl pages which completely 


cover and protect | 


your cards. Stan- 
dard size (see Ill.) 
holds 9 cards (2'2" 
x 31/2") (18 back-to 
back) a page. 
Pages fit all stan- 
dard 3-ring bind- 
ers. 


4 pages for 98c 


20 pages—$4.50 ° 
100 pgs.—$19.50 : 


Deluxe 3-ring 
album (holds pgs. 
above) $5.95 


The Card Collector's Bible! | 


Complete new 8%" x 11" book lists all 
collectable gum 
card sport sets by 
card number and 
subject or player, 
Over 120 pages— 
also includes samp- 
le picture of card for 


each yearandsport. © 


0) 1X6P Card 
Collector's 
Bible.. 


ALL MAJOR LEAGUE TEAMS...in heavy tert 
NFC and AFC Football, NL and AL Baseball, NBA Basket- 
ball, NHL and WHA Hockey, Give complete name(s) of 
team(s) and sport wanted. $1,50 each —5 or more $1.25 ea. 

= All Major College Pennants & 
also available. Name school(s) wanted, $1.50 each — 5 or 


more $1.25 each. 
98C ea. 


BUMPER STICKERS— 
PRO FOOTBALL 

All 28 NFL Teams now available...98¢ 
each; Special price 3 for $2.50. 


“Callectors Gi Znrels 


iACh YOUNGELOOD JIM MARSHALL 


FOOTBALL SETS... 
1978 Topps Football-Complete Set . $ 
1976 Topps Football...528 Cards.... $ 
1975 Topps Football...528 Cards.... $ 
1974 Topps Football...528 Cards.... § 
1973 Topps Football...528 Cards..., $ 
1972 Topps Football...264 Cards.... $ 
1971 Topps Football...264 Cards.... $ 
1970 Topps Football...263 Cards.... $ 
1969 Topps Football...219 Cards,... $ 
1967A Topps Football-AFL-132 Card $ 14,95 
1966N Phila-Football-NFL-198 Card $ 35.95 
1965N Phila-Football-NFL198 Card . $ 39.95 | 
1961A Topps Football-AFC-66 Cards $ 3 
1955 Bowman FB-NFL 160 Cards... 
1961 Nu-Card College Stars-(80) ... 


BASEBALL SETS... 
1978 Topps Baseball...726 Cards ... 
1977 Topps Baseball...660 Cards ... 
1976 Topps Baseball...660 Cards ... 
1975 Topps Baseball...660 Cards . 
Baseball...660 Card 


—All sets shipped in strong storage boxes. 
Complete catalog of sets, series and single 
cards available with prices-No. T-82 ..§$ .50¢ 


FOOTBALL CARD ASSORTMENTS. 
[) 1955 Bowman NFL-10 different $ 
0 1961 Topps AFL-20 different ._._. $ 
0 1965 Phila, Gum NFL-20 different $ 
0) 1966 Phila, Gum NFL-20 differnt $ 
0 1967 Phila. Gum NFL-20 different ..... .$ 
C 1967 Topps AFL-20 different $ 
O 1968 Topps NFL-AFL-20 different $ 
0 1969 Topps NFL-AFL-20 different ....... $ 
0 1970 Topps NFL-AFL-20 different ..... us 
O) 1971 Topps NFC-20 different $ 
© 1972 Topps NFC-20 differnt... .......... $ 
O 1973 Topps NFC-20 different... -.... $ 
(1 1974 Topps NFC-20 different. $ 
O 1975 Topps NFC-20 different $ 
© 1976 Topps NFC-20 different. ~neanh ) 

BASEBALL CARD ASSORTMENTS... 
O 1963 Topps Baseball Cards-20 different,. § 
0 1964 Topps Baseball Cards-20 different,. $ 
0 1965 Topps Baseball Cards-20 different.. § 
D 1966 Topps Baseball Cards-20 different.. $ 
O 1967 Topps Baseball Cards-20 different. $ 
0 1968 Topps Baseball Cards-20 different.. $ 
() 1969 Topps Baseball Cards-20 different... $ 
0 1970 Top 


TRADING CARD 
LOCKER FILES... 


Combination file/tote Box has 
dividers for 28 compart- 
ments/teams for collect- 
or's cards. Action sports 

* figures printed in red on 
white corrugated box. Al 
regular size collector's cards © 


can be keptin these Locker Files.. 
TM1 Collector's File Box (sel of 2 hold 1300 cards)$ 4.00 = 
3 of TM1 Collector's File Box (3 sets of 2) » $11,00 


157x9_ The Razorbacks-ARKANSAS $7.95  60x2 Football CU Style-COLORADO Football... 
157x10 The Ramblin’ Wreck-GEORGIA TECH .... 157x27 The Fighting Iilini-ILLINOIS Football 
157x11 The Big Orange-TENNESSEE $7.95  157x42 Bow Down to Washington 
157x12 The Wolverines-MICHIGAN 157x47 Ole Miss Rebels-MISSISSIPPI Football. . . 
157x13 The Trojans-SO. CALIF. 157x48 Tar Heel-NORTH CAROLINA Football 
blip Of Mizzou-MISSOURI ee goa re Princeton Prngaton Fontalt “i 
25 x lotre Dame's Era hy fa{Parseghian) 
157x16 Unforgettable Days in Southern Football $795 157433 -MICHIGA ra la 
157x28 Wake Up The Echoes-Notre Dame Foothall$8.95 = exasexex 
157x22 Down On the Farm-STANFORD Football, . $7.95 
157x30 The Wildcats-KENTUCKY Football $7.95 
157x31_ The Tigers-LSU Football 
: MAUS e@ Terrapins-MARYLAND Football . 


is R E a PRO FOOTBALL 
BUMPER STICKER 

One FREE ‘NFL Bumper Sticker’ with 
each $10 of purchases from this Ad. Give 


full team name(s)-as Dallas Cowboys. 


HOW TO ORDER—Give item number, description, : 
price. Total price, add $1° Handling & Postage in USA 
—$2 Canada & Other Foreign Countries. Make pay: 
ment to; ATC SPORTS PRODUCTS and mail to: 


ATC SPORT PRODUCTS 
321-F-51 East Superior Street 
Duluth, Minnesota 55802 
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ATLANTA FALCONS 


PREDICTION 3rd 


RGANIZATION! It took a 

dozen years of trial and error 
. . , 12 years of sacking coaches 
and juggling general managers... 
of flunking with this idea and 
then that. Now, at long last, the 
Atlanta Falcons are organized. 
They are a team with this neces- 
sity to winning football called or- 
ganization. 

It means a program, a system, 
a working scheme. So many 
teams lack these qualities of 
harmony. Without organization 
there is unchecked chaos. 

A year ago the Falcons decided 
to quit the goofing around which 
had characterized their team since 
its expansion inception in 1966. 
Eddie LeBaron, the old bantam 
quarterback, was hired to be gen- 
eral manager by Rankin Smith, 
the owner, Leeman Bennett was 
hired to be the coach, the fifth in 
the franchise’s brief existence. 
They meshed, 

So it was the Falcons had the 
best team—not the best record at 
7-7—but the finest quality team 
they ever had. LeBaron did it as 
a rookie general manager. Ben- 
nett did it as a rookie coach. 

At the year’s start, Bennett 
was an unknown coach, a second- 
choice coach. At the year’s end, 
he was the NFC coach of the year 
simply because his team had im- 
proved so much, 

Now in 1978 he is the dean of 
coaches in the Western Division. 
His 7-7 record made him the only 
coach in the division who held 
onto his job after last year. 

“The players responded very 
well,” Bennett said. “I felt for 
them to be consistent as a team 
I first had to be consistent as a 
person.” 

He is an even-tempered man 
with a great deal of coaching ex- 
pertise, All he lacked when he 
started last year was head coach- 
ing experience. Those who had 
known him for any time during 


his years of assistant coaching ap- 
prenticeship knew he had coach- 
ing potential. 

Now the second season—prob- 
ably the most difficult for any 
coach. The newness has gone. The 
players know the coach. The 
coach knows the players. When 
they have improved sharply in 
the first year, pro football’s theory 
of relativity comes into force. A 
7-7 record represented pro- 
nounced improvement simply be- 
cause the team had been so woe- 
ful before. In the Falcons case 
they were 4-10 before Bennett 
came along. But now there has 
been a hint of success and a sec- 
ond break-even season—it would 
be 8-8 with the new schedule ar- 
rangement—would be disappoint- 
ing. It is a relative thing; coaches 
who start to climb must continue 
to climb or they become ex- 
coaches. 

Bennett understands this the- 
ory of relativity and states it this 
way: “It’s gong to be more diffi- 
cult since the element of surprise 
will be missing. However, our 
plan has not changed. We want to 
build a consistent football team 
that is always capable of playing 
for the title. 

‘Last season was important be- 


LEEMAN BENNETT guided Atlanta 
to improved 7-7 record last season. 
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LEEMAN BENNETT, Coach. 
Assistants: John North, Ted 
Plumb, Jim Champion, Jerry 
Glanville, Doug Shively, Bill 
Walsh, Mike McDonnell, Dick 
Wood. 


cause we needed to establish a 
positive attitude and create the 
feeling of having a chance to 
win every time we lined up.” 

The Falcons managed to lick 
two playoff teams. And they pos- 
sessed an incredible defensive rec- 
ord. Their defense permitted only 
129 points during the season. 
That was the fewest a team ever 
allowed during the 18 years pro 
football played a 14-game sched- 
ule. The record had been held, at 
133 points, by the first Minnesota 
team to go to a Super Bowl in 
1969. 

“We were very proud of our de- 
fensive record, and everybody 
contributed. The defense did a 
whale of a job in stopping the op- 
position, the offense did not turn 
the ball over often, and the spe- 
cial teams did an excellent job of 
leaving the defense with good 
field position.” 

So the idea this year is to keep 
the defense just as good—and 
make the offense better. While 
the defense restricted the enemy 
to 129 points, the offense could 
score only 50 points more than 
that, far short of what a winning 
team requires. It gave up just 15 
touchdowns, but could score only 
20. 

But maybe the Falcons—Le- 
Baron and Bennett—are building 
offense in the correct way. They 
are not grabbing the super-glitter 
collegians who run and throw. In- 
stead they go into the trenches 
and find blockers. The theory is 
that any back with decent speed 
can run behind superior blockers. 
Any quarterback with pass pro- 
tection has time to throw to his 
targets. 

For the second straight year 
the new Atlanta organization has 
drafted an offensive lineman on 
the first round. This year it was 
the extremely promising Mike 
Kenn out of Michigan. Last year 
the top choice was Warren Bry- 
ant. Bryant became a starter on 
an extremely young line. 


STEVE BARTKOWSKI has been plagued by many injuries. 


“T feel you build with big peo- 
ple,’ Bennett said. ‘And people 
like Kenn and Bryant are going to 
be the foundation of our foot- 
ball team for years to come.” 
Kenn is 6-6 and 257, Bryant is 
6-6 and 270. 

The key to offensive better- 
ment is, though, Steve Bartkow- 
ski. He is the prominent young 
quarterback in the NFC. But so 
far in his brief career he has not 
been able to hold up over an en- 
tire schedule. He missed the first 
half of last season and most of the 
year before with knee trouble. 
When Bartkowski did return last 
year at the halfway spot of the 
schedule, he was rusty and in- 
accurate. Before he can become 
a winning quarterback, he must 
learn to throw more touchdown 
passes to teammates and fewer 
passes to the other team. He is a 
fourth-year quarterback now, 
time for a young passer to touch 
his potential. 

Behind Bartkowski, the Fal- 
cons come back with Scott Hun- 
ter, who has been passed around 
from club to club. Hunter did 
well enough in Bartkowski’s ab- 
sence last year. 

It is really a no-name offense 
that Atlanta has, largely because 
the Falcons always have rested in 
the dregs of the league. 

Alfred Jenkins is the top re- 
ceiver with Wallace Francis on 


the other side. Jenkins led with 
39 catches last year. Does any- 
body know he has caught at least 
one pass in the Falcons’ last 40 
games? For receiving depth the 
Falcons have Karl Farmer and 
Billy Ryckman. 

Jim Mitchell is a splendid tight 
end who had an offseason last 


year. 
The running is not spectacular 
but it could be. Bubba Bean 


comes back after missing the en- 
tire year. He can be a breakaway 
stylist with proper blocking. Has- 
kel Stanback has been the power 
man in the backfield. He gained 


873 yards last year, a formidable . 


total, and added 261 coming out 
of the backfield on 30 pass recep- 
tions. Also on the squad is Woody 
Thompson, who was a starter 
last year and is scrambling to 
retain his designation. In reserve, 
the Falcons have Secedrick Mc- 
Intyre, Mike Esposito, Monroe 
Eley, Billy Pritchett and Dave 
Farmer. 

The line will continue extreme- 
ly young and will be getting bet- 
ter. The protection really wasn’t 
that good last year. Bryant 
played starting tackle and R.C. 
Thielemann starting guard as 
rookies. The other returning vet- 
erans are Brent Adams at tackle, 
Dave Scott at guard and Jeff Van 
Note at center. Kenn is sure to 
become a starter. Injuries did 


WILSON FAUMINA (74) has excellent size and quickness. 


rack the line last year—and in the 
Washington game, a 10-6 loss, the 
Falcons started a line with a total 
of 16 years pro experience. Across 
the line on Washington’s defen- 
sive line Ron McDole had 17 
years experience all by himself. 
Atlanta has Paul Ryczek, Len 
Gotshalk and Phil McKinnely for 
veteran reservists and drafted 
Stan Waldemore on the third 
round in hopes of finding a sec- 
ond rookie to put into the build- 
ing process. 

The stingy defense set some 
notable records last year in addi- 
tion to the league mark of 129 
points allowed over the 14 games. 
Led by the menacing Claude 
Humphrey, the Falcons’ defend- 
ers got to enemy passers 42 times 
and the club intercepted 26 
passes. Both were the most in 
club history. 

The pass rush is awesome. 
Humphrey has suffered on this 
team through most of its exis- 
tence and last year was so frus- 
trated he begged to be traded. 
The Falcons refused and Humph- 
rey at last enjoyed the season be- 
cause he loves the action when 
it’s good. He provides the outside 
rush with Jeff Morrow coming in 
from the opposite side. Jim Bailey 
and Mike Lewis handle the in- 
side positions on the line. The re- 
servists are Edgar Fields, Wilson 
Faumina and Jeff Yeates. 
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There are no ornate names in 
the linebacking corps, but the 
- group is solid. Ralph Ortega re- 
turns as middle linebacker with 
Greg Brezina and Fulton Kuy- 
kendall on the outside. Robert 
Pennywell, Andy Spiva, Ron Mc- 
Cartney and Rick Kay are the 
returning backup veterans. Steve 
Stewart was drafted on the sec- 
ond round and Brian Cabral on 
the fourth in the search for im- 
provement. 

With the stern pass rush, the 
secondary has passes falling into 
its hands. The star of the secon- 
dary is Rolland Lawrence, the 
cornerback. He intercepted seven 
last year. Rick Byas plays the 
other corner and Ray Easterling 
is a force with a specialty of safe- 
ty blitzes. Tom Moriarty is likely 
going to move into the strong 
safety spot. Frank Reed is in re- 
serve. 

The kicking is well taken care 
of. John James had a 41.4-yard 
punting average which does not 
speak of his pinpoint accuracy on 
the vital coffin corner kicks. He 
booted 21 punts out of bounds in- 
side the 20 last year. Fred Stein- 
forth is a young place kicker who 
joined the Falcons at midyear 
last season and did a strong job. 

“We built a base last year,” 
said organization man Bennett. 


HASKEL STANBACK led Atlanta Fal- 
cons in sl, and ae last year, 


WARREN BRYANT became 
for the Falcons as a rookie in 1977. 


starter 


“Now we must continue to grow. 
The newness has worn off, the 
opponents have an idea what to 
expect.” 

This is basically a young team 
of unlimited promise. But still it 
is outmanned in many places in 
this division. 

“There are no magic formulas 
for experience,” said Bennett. 


1977 LEADERS AND NFC RATINGS 
SCORING—Stanback, 36 points on 6 
touchdown runs T. 24th 
RUSHING—Stanback, 247 carries for 
873 yds., 3.5 Avg., 6 TDs 6th 
PASSING—Hunter, 70 of 151 at- 
tempts for 898 yds., 2 TDs 17th 
RECEIVING—Jenkins, 39 receptions 
for 677 yds., 17.4 Avg., 4 TDs 
INTERCEPTIONS—Lawrence, 7 for 138 
Md8;, POLS AVE. Olas ok s en anen ae at 
PUNTING—James, 105 punts, 41.4 
Avg., longest 61 yds. 

PUNT RETURNS—Lawrence, 51 for 
352 yds., 6.9 Avg. 

KICKOFF RETURNS—Farmer, 
419 yds., 20.0 Avg. 
Pre-season Games 
7 AT N.Y. Jets (N) 
12 AT Pittsburgh (N) 
19 PHILADELPHIA 
24 AT Tampa Bay 4 pm 


11th 


2nd 
14th 
21 for 
' 18th 


Aug. 


17-10 


1978 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 3 HOUSTON 


1977 Scores 


7-23 


10 AT Los Angeles 
17 CLEVELAND — 
24 AT Tampa Bay 4pm 17-10 
Oct. 1 N.Y. GIANTS 17-3 
8 AT Pittsburgh —_— 
15 DETROIT 17-6 
22 AT San Francisco 7-0 
30 LOS ANGELES (N) 17-6 
Nov. 5 SAN FRANCISCO 3-10 
12 AT New Orleans 20-21 
19 AT Chicago 16-10 
26 NEW ORLEANS 35-7 
Dec. 3 AT Cincinnati — 
10 WASHINGTON 6-10 


17 AT St. Louis —- 


R.C. THIELEMANN also started as a 
rookie for the Falcons last season. 


FALCONS’ VETERAN ROSTER 


Yrs. 
No. Name Pos, Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
61 Adams, Brent T 6-5 256 25 4 Chattanooga 
72 Bailey, Jim DE 615 260 29 9 Kansas 
10 Bartkowski,S. QB 6-4 213 25 4 California 
44 Bean, Bubba RB 5-11 195 23 3 Texas A&M 
50 Brezina, Greg LB 6-1 221 31 11 Houston 
66 Bryant, Warren T 6-6 270 22 2 Kentucky 
38 Byas, Rick DB 5-9 180 27 5 WayneSt. 
97 Duggan, James G 62 265 23 1 SMU 
32 Easterling, Ray S$ 60 192 28 7 Richmond 
46 Eley, Monroe RB 6-2 210 28 4 ArizonaSt, 
26 Esposito, Mike RB 6-0 183 24 3 BostonCol, 
30 Farmer, Dave RB 6-0 210 23 1 So. Calif, 
80 Farmer, Karl WR 5-11 165 23 3 Pittsburgh 
74 Faumuina, W. DT 65 275 23 2 S. Jose St. 
77 Fields, Edgar DT-DE 6-2 255 23 2 Texas A&M 
89 Francis, W. WR 5-11 190 26 6 Ark. AM&N 
65 Gotshalk, Len T 6-4 259 28 8 Humboldt St, 
87 Humphrey, C. DE 6-5 265 33 11 Tenn. St. 
16 Hunter, Scott QB 6-2 205 30 8 Alabama 
Jackson, Ernie CB 5-9 176 27 6 Duke 
6 James, John P 6-3 200 28 7 Florida 
84 Jenkins, Alfred WR 5-10 172 25 4 Mor. Brown 
14 Jones, June QB 6-4 200 24 2 Portland 
67 Jordan, Bob T 66 260 22 2 Memphis St. 
58 Kay, Rick LB 64 235 28 § Colorado 
54 Kuykendall. F. LB 6-5 225 24 4 UCLA 
22 Lawrence, R. CB 5-10 179 26 6 Tabor 
69 Lewis, Mike DT 6-4 261 28 8 Ark. AM&N 
56 McCartney,Ron LB 6-1 220 23 2 Tennessee 
52 McClain, Dewey LB 6-3 236 23 3. E. Central U, 
88 McCrary,Grege TE 6-3 230 25 4 Clark 
41 Mcintyre, S. RB 5-10 190 23 3 Auburn 
73 McKinnely, Phil T 6-4 248 23 3 UCLA 
11 McQuilken, Kim QB 6-2 203 26 65 Lehigh 
75 Merrow, Jeff DE 6-4 230 24 4 West Va 
86 Mitchell, Jim TE 6-1 236 30 10 Pr. View 
45 Moriarty, Tom S$ 60 185 24 2 Bowl. Green 
55 Ortega, Ralph LB 6-2 220 24 4 Florida 
98 Parrish, Don DE 6-2 255 22 1 Pittsburgh 
59 Pennywell, R. LB 6-1 222 23 3. Grambiin 
39 Pritchett,Billy RB 63 230 26 4 W. Tex. St. 
28 Reed, Frank DB 5-11 193 23 3 Washington 
82 Ryckman, Billy WR 5-11 172 22 2 La.Tech 
53 Ryczek, Paul C 6-2 230 25 5 Virginia * 
70 Scott, Dave T 64 285 24 3 Kansas 
51 Spiva, Andy LB 6-2 220 22 2 Tennessee 
24 Stanback, H. RB 6-0 210 25 5 Tennessee 
1 Steinfort, Fred PK 5-11 180 25 3 BostonCol. 
68 Thielemann,R.C GC 6-4 247 22 2 Arkansas 
48 Thompson, W. RB 6-1 228 25 4 Miami 
57 Van Note, Jeff C 6-2 247 31 10 Kentuck 
79 Yeates, Jeff DT 6-3 248 26 7 Boston Col. 
DRAFTEES 
Round Pos. Ht. Wt. Age College 
1 Kenn, Mike OT 6-6 257 21 Michigan 
2 Stewart, Steve LB 6-2 217 22 Minnesota 
3 Waldmore, Stan OG 6-3 268 22 Nebraska 
4 Cabral, Brian 1B 6:0 209 22 Colorado 
5 Pearson, Dennis WR 5-11 177 22 S. Diego St. 
6 Parker,Rodney WR 6-1 190 23 Tenn. St, 
7 Jackson, Alfred WR 5-11 176 23 Texas 
Wright, James TE 6-2 235 22 TCU 
& Atkins, David LB 6-0 212 22 Ohio St. 
Williams, David LB 6-0 212 22 Ohio St. 
9 Pridemore, Tom DB 5-10 186 22 West Va. 
10 Patton, Ricky RB 5-11 185 23 Jackson St. 
Strong, Ray RB 5-9 184 22 Las Vegas 
11 Reed, Milton DB 5-8 174 23 Baylor 
12 Butler, Daria LB 6-3 215 22 Oklahoma St. 
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THE EDGE 


SPORTS SERVICE 


ITF 


As you know, sometimes the difference between winning and 
losing may be a half point—let the Edge Weekly Newsletter and 
Telephone Service give you THE WINNING EDGE. 


College Bowl and Pro Playoff Selections Last Season 
College Bowls 6-1 
Pro Playoffs 9-3 
Combined Record 15-4 (79%) 


. 12/19 U.N.C. +6 over Nebraska (17-21) Won . 12/31 N.C. State +2% over lowa St. (24-14) Won 
12/22 Minn. +7 over Maryland (7-17) Lost . 12/31 L.S.U. —3¥% over Stanford (14-24) Lost 
. 12/23 Fla. St. +6% over Tex. Tech (40-17) Won . 12/31 U.S.C. —4% over Texas A&M (49-27) Won 
. 12/24 Oak. —3 over Baltimore (37-31) Won . 1/1 Denver +3 over Oakland (21-17) Won 
12/24 Denver —1% over Pitts. (34-21) Won . 1/1 Dallas —10% over Minn. (23-6) Won 
12/25 Penn St. —10 over Ariz. St. (40-28) Won . 1/2 Alabama —1% over Ohio St. (35-6) Won 
. 12/26 Dallas —10% over Chicago (37-7) Won . 1/2 Texas —6 over N. Dame (10-38) Lost 
. 12/26 Los. Ang. —9¥2 over Minn. (7-14) Lost . 1/2 Wash, +12% over Michigan (27-21) Won 
. 12/30 Pitts. —7 over Clemson (34-3) Won . 1/2 Arkansas +13 over Oklahoma (35-6) 


SUPER BOWL 
19. Dallas —5% over Denver (27-10) 


1 

2. 
3 
4 
ip 
6. 
7 
8 
9 


THE EDGE WEEKLY NEWSLETTER (py Ta THE EDGE 


will include: 5 ae Telephone Service 
e Comprehensive Analysis of EDGE py Will Include: 
e Deer eee of college and pro teams Sstee ern” OR tated pelecvOne 
g : 9 P e All last minute info (morale, line, weather, 
e Early Las Vegas line injuries, etc.) 
e Selections on all remaining games imi ake 
e Other valuable information e Unlimited calls 


ORDER BY MAIL—TODAY! 

Send check or money order to: 

THE EDGE SPORTS SERVICE 
P.O. Box 1178, Richmond, Va. 23209 


SAVE MONEY Name 


SUBSCRIBE i oes 
BY MAIL City ee ee Sil ip ee 


Please send me the services checked below: 


TODAY! EDGE NEWSLETTER: EDGE TELEPHONE SERVICE: 
17% OFF A. —— Regular Season $40 A. —— 1 month College 
° (Add $21 for special dely) . ae FI ps $150 
B. __ College Bowl . _— Regular Season 
NEWSSTAND COST! and Pro Playoffs $25 College & Pro $400 
(add $1.20 for pce dely) Cc. —_ College Bowls and 
C. __ Service A+B $50 Pro Playoffs $100 
(Add $21 for special dely) D. __ Service B+C 
Combined $450 
Telephone Number will be supplied 
upon receipt of payment. 
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NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 


PREDICTION 4th 


[i at first you don’t succeed— 
fire the coach. 

That has been the pattern since 
pro football came to New Orleans. 
Eleven years now—and now the 
sixth head coach. 

It is Dick Nolan’s turn to coach 
the Saints in the place that calls 
itself THE CITY THAT CARE 
FORGOT. 

Nolan comes in to do what 
Hank Stram couldn’t do. Hank 
Stram, once a Super Bowl winner 
with Kansas City, was hired with 
great flourish by New Orleans, 
and in two years sacked ignomin- 
iously like all the rest. 

Can any human ever win with 
the New Orleans Saints? 

The coach-firing habit has been 
practiced so much in New Or- 
leans there it is a ritual. First, 
the coach is assured everything is 
all right at the season’s end; wait 
till next year, we'll get ’em. Then 
a few days later, an emissary 
comes from owner John Mecom 
Jr. The emissary slips the shiv 
in, not even offering the depart- 
ing coach the chance to swallow 
cyanide and do it to himself. 

Hank Stram never was told by 
the man who hired him that he 
was fired, He never was told why. 
But Henry, dapper always, should 
take a guess. Although he had the 
credentials, he never did better 
than any of his long line of prede- 
cessors, A 3-11 season did him in 
last year after so many golden 
promises. 

Throughout their history, 11 
years now, the Saints have won 
a not-so-grand total of 39 games. 
It is fewer than four per season. 
Some day Mecom will wise up, 
hire himself an organization, step 
aside and allow the professionals 
to build him a franchise. But un- 
til then Mecom will play with the 
franchise as a toy. He has as 
much disdain for it—and for hu- 
man emotions of the men he hires 
—as he does for his boyhood 
yoyo. But at least the yo-yo went 
up every now and then. 


Whereas Stram was garrulous, 
Nolan never has been a chatter- 
box. He coached the 49ers to 
their only decent seasons of mod- 
ern times a few years back, with 
three Western titles. He didn’t 
say much then, either. He is a 
competent man in an untenable 
position. 

He said: “What I'll try to do 
on offense are the things that 
would bother me as a defensive 
coach. Our defense will be simple 
with great emphasis on execu- 
tion. The key to defense is coor- 
dination. 

The most successful franchise 
in league history behaved typic- 
ally in 1977. The Saints had two 
playoff teams among their vic- 
tims—the Rams and Bears. But 
they were the first team in the 
history of the Planet Earth to 
lose to the Tampa Bay Buccan- 
eers. That loss among the entire 
11 must have been that one which 
cost Stram his job. 

What is strange about the 
Saints is they have talent at some 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


DICK NOLAN, Coach. 
Assistants: Whitey Campbell, Ed 
Beard, Ed Hughes, Lamar Mc- 
Han, Dick Stanfel, Tom Pratt, 
Chet Franklin. 


spots which would look decent 
on title winning teams. But they 
ought to have some quality play- 
ers for the simple reason they 
draft so early in the rotation every 
year. Among these quality ath- 
letes are Archie Manning, Chuck 
Muncie, Tony Galbreath, Ike 
Harris, Conrad Dobler and Wes 
Chandler, this year’s first-round 
draft choice. 

These are all players on offense. 
So Nolan’s team should be able 
to score points. . . if it can ever 
get the ball back. 

The Saints did make a steal of 
a trade by accepting two of the 
disgruntled players the Cardinals 
dumped. They got Conrad Dob- 
ler, fabled in print and pictures 
as the lineman with the dirtiest 
tactics in the league, to play 
guard. They got Ike Harris to 
catch the forward pass. 

In truth, all the publicity about 
his notorious traits caused Dob- 
ler’s quality blocking talents to 
be overlooked. He will help the 
club. Harris should help, too. 


HENRY CHILDS, outleaping Atlanta defender, is Saints’ dependable receiver. 
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DICK NOLAN (above), New Orleans’ 
new head coach, is counting on QB 
ARCHIE MANNING (No. 8, right) to 
lead Saints out of NFC West cellar. 


Both wanted more dough from 
the Cardinals, and were banished 
in retaliation down the Missis- 
sippi to the NFL’s version of Si- 
beria. 

Archie Manning has been stuck 
there through his entire career. 
A winner in a losing atmosphere. 
A year ago Manning had won- 
dered whether he could ever pass 
the football again. His career was 
in jeopardy. He had had two op- 
erations to his right shoulder. 

He found he could pass. The 
league found he could pass. He 
ranked fourth in the conference, 
threw what he could for touch- 
downs to the weak, depleted corps 
of receivers. At the same time he 
ran better than all the other NFC 
quarterbacks. 

When he finally did go out, it 
was because his ankle bummed 
up. Bobby Scott, who had been a 
parttime regular the year before 
with Manning out damaged, again 
replaced him. These again are the 
Saints’ quarterbacking veterans— 
and they cannot be faulted for 
the club’s lowly state. 

It seems every other year the 
Saints draft a flitting wide re- 
ceiver with their first choice. It 
is though there is an obsession to 
get themselves somebody who 


could break up a game with an 
acrobatic catch 15 yards beyond 
the last defender. Once Larry 
Burton had provided such an il- 
lusion to the Saints’ braintrust. 
But he has never thrilled and was 
hurt last year and caught only 
one 13-yard pass. Now the Saints 
again have gone the swift wide re- 
ceiver to open up their offense. 
They took Wes Chandler of Flor- 
ida on the first round. The scouts 
listed him as tops at the position, 
a sure-to-be superstar. 

If Chandler does become such 
a pass catcher—and he should— 
the Saints will be immeasurably 
improved on offense. The other 
wide receivers are Ike Harris, who 
should catch a lot of passes, Bur- 
ton, Joel Parker, Tinker Owens 
and Don Herrmann. 

Henry Childs has become a 
fine tight end in a brief time, a 
touchdown receiver. 

The running should be superb 
with Muncie and Galbreath in 
tandem. It was superb last year, 
even with the three victories. The 
2074 yards was a club record. Of 
this Muncie had 811 yards and 
Galbreath had 644, They seem 
to operate in synch together. Be- 
hind these two are Mike Strach- 
han, Kim Jones, Greg Boykin 


and Jim Van Wagner. 

The Saints have never been 
able to assemble an adequate of- 
fensive line. The Saints’ quarter- 
backs were keelhauled 46 times 
last year, much too much. The 
addition of Dobler should help. 
He is the first All-Pro player the 
Saints have ever had. And he 
made it elsewhere. But the Saints’ 
propagandists talk of Dobler as 
next year’s King of the Mardi 
Gras. The returning linemen are 
Don Morrison and Marv Mont- 
gomery at tackle, Emanuel an- 
ders at guard and John Hill at 
center. There are others trying— 
Kurt Schumacher, John Watson, 
Dave Lafary, Robert Woods. 
James Taylor, the second draft 
choice, should beat some of them 
out and earn a job, maybe as a 
starter. 

Defensively, the Saints play 
some of the worst football imag- 
inable. Their defense last year 
was the most porous in the NFC. 
Yet the club drafted first to help 
the offense. Thinking like this is 
why the Saints have never won 
more than five times in any of 
their seasons. 

And to get the offensive vet- 
erans they wanted—Dobler and 
Harris—the Saints gave up one of 
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their best defenders, Bob Pollard. 
The rush line without him now is 
Elois Grooms and Joe Campbell 
outside and Mike Fultz and Der- 
land Moore at the tackles, Be- 
hind them there are Richard Neal 
and Oakley Dalton. The third 
draft choice was a defensive line- 
man, Barry Bennett. 

The New Orleans linebacking 
is nothing special. The incum- 
bents are Joe Federspiel in the 
middle, Jim Merlo and Greg 
Westbrooks to the outside. In re- 
serve, there are Rick Kingrea, 
Ken Bordelon, Robert Watts and 
Pat Hughes. 

The defensive backfield has TOM BLANCHARD punted 82 times in 1977 and led NFC with 42.4 average. 
been together a long time, which 
is a bragging point by the Saints. 


It is for some odd reason, because _ is excellent, which is good for the SAINTS’ VETERAN ROSTER 
. . Ss. 
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GOAL! 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
GAME 


GOAL! COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
contains the 88 college teams from 
the 1977 season. Featured are 
INDIVIDUAL ball handler ratings, 
NOT team ratings such as used by 
the other college football games on 
the market. And GOAL! has THREE 
DEFENSIVE OPTIONS, making it 
great for face-to-face or solitaire 
play, 

For only $8.00 postpaid you get 
the 88 teams listed plus a results 
chart, a penalty chart, and complete 
instructions. GOAL games are 
completely printed on paper in book 
form - to be disassembled upon 
arrival. The game does not come 
in a pretty box and does not have 
miniature players. If these things 
are a necessity for your enjoyment, 
then GOAL is probably not for you. 
On the other hand, if you are inter- 
ested in the most accurate and de- 
tailed college football game on the 
market, then you need look no 
further. 

Texas A&M Tulane Ohio U. 
Minnesota Va. Tech 
Kansas Kent State 

Arizona St. Air Force Rutgers 

Texas Tech Colorado St. Louisville 


Florida St. Indiana Ball State 
Georgia Tech Wake Forest Richmond 


St. Colorado C. Michigan 
Michigan San Diego St. 
Notre Dame Boston Col. 


Texas Miami (O) 

Rice Drake 
Northwestern Vanderbilt Tulsa 
Purdue Syracuse Princeton 
UTEP usc Colgate 
Tennessee lowa State Cornell 
Florida Wisconsin Brown 
Washington TCU Dayton 
U 


tah California Montana St. 


Pittsburgh UCLA Fresno St. 

Oklahoma Michigan VMI 

Arkansas LSU Yale 
Nebraska Pacific 
N. Carolina Boise St.- 
Maryland Dartmouth 


Army SW Louisiana 

Hawaii Nevada-L.V. 

Stanford E. Carolina 
iinots W. Texas St. SW Oklahoma 


New Mexico St. 


WHAT THE FANS SAY! 


“‘Being an owner of 17 ‘major’ table 
games of various sports and various 
companies, I ieel very qualified in 


claiming that GOAL! College Football 
is one of the top two or three games in 


any sport when it comes to accuracy 


of statistics, as well as in its ability 
to allow the gamer to visualize action. 


S. Nichol, Pittsburgh, PA 


“Quite simply, I would say 

that the GOAL! College Foot- 
ball game is the best college 
football game that I have played.” 
M. Herrmann, Center Moriches, NY 
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GU=PROSEOOTB ALL 


BALTIMORE 


7 
BERT JONES TSG | is an action packed game for the 


serious and sophisticated table game 
_ a as fan... . the most authentic simulation 
: : of professional football ever produced! 
RPG 1 PPG 37 TSG | brings you the true strengths and 
weaknesses of all the NFL teams from 
the past season plus the individually 
tated abilities of 1120 of the players. 
At the left is a scale reproduction of 
Bert Jones’ player card for the 1977 
edition of TSG |. Cards such as this 
will enable you to reproduce Jones’ 
and all the other NFL players’ real-life 
performances at home in your own 
living room. 


Enjoy unlimited hours of authentic 
sports action and fun in unsurpassed 
realism with TSG |: PRO FOOTBALL. 
Send now for yourgame brochure. Or, if 
you are in a hurry, get your order in 
today. We give same day shipment. 
For other football games, see below. 


COMPONENTS OF TSG 


@ Game summary sheets @ Set of dice 
@ Specially designed roster sheets @ Football field 
@ Ail 28 NFL Teams - over 1120 players! @ instruction book 


@ 504 Top Quality Player Cards; individual cards for quarterbacks, running backs, and 
receivers; team cards for linemen and specialty players. 

@ As an extra bonus - 5 Great Teams of the Past!: 1970 Baltimore, 1971 Dallas, 1972 
Miami. 1974 Pittsburgh, and 1976 Oakland. 


WHAT THE FANS SAY! 


“| am in the middle of playing off last year’s season and am truly amazed 
at my results.../ can do nothing but congratulate you on your game.'’ T.B., 
Reistertown, MD.... ‘As a player of sports table games for years, | Can re- 
port that | find that this game is the most enjoyable football game on the mar- 
ket.’ B.L.A., Queens, NY.... ‘TSG 1 is the finest football game that | have 
ever seen and | recommend it to everyone without qualification! That isn't 
just the opinion of an ordinary table game fan, for....."' R.R., Toledo, OH.... 
“You've done it! TSG | is the football game. You do not do it justice by 
calling it a game. It is a projection of pro football."' R.K., Concord, CA.... 
“| believe it (TSG 1!) is the most versatile and accurate game | have ever 
purchased. | own, at present, 9 football games "' M.M., Raleigh, NC.... 
‘Congratulations on a fantastic football game! | have played 
and find it very dull. Your game is by far superior. ''G.S., Warren, RI.... 


GAMECRAFT COMPANY 


DEPT. SSPF8, BOX 1531, VERNON, TX 76384 


O Enclosed is $16.00. Please send TSG |: PRO FOOTBALL. 

©) Enclosed is $8.00 Please send GOAL! College Football. 

(1 SAVE! Enclosed is $22.00. Send both TSG and GOAL! 

CJ OPTIONAL: Rush my order by Priority Air Mail. Enclosed is $3.00 extra. 


0 


I’m still not convinced. Enclosed 

is $1.00 for your catalog (free with Name 
all game orders). If | later pur- 

chase, | may apply the $1.00 to the Address 
Purchase price. 

Texas residents add 4% sales tax. ; 
Canadian orders with payment in u.s, City 
funds are welcome. Exchanges with- 

in 60 days for our other sports games State 
may be arranged in the event of dis- 
Sattisfaction. 
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jortsform 


Kyle Rote’s 
Revolutionary Formula 
Predetermines Winners 


The Most Comprehensive Source of Football 
(and Basketball) Reference Information Anywhere! 
(..and the Las Vegas Bookmakers Know It!) 


There is panic in the pointspreads. 

And it is time for you to be ahead of the times. 

Sportsform has been banned in Las Vegas and that 
means if you are reading it, you have access to informa- 
tion that is making the bookmakers look hard at their 
pointspread betting rules. 

They are street smart out there in Vegas and they want 
everything to go their way. Remember the man from Utah 
who perfected a system of counting the deck, and walked 
away with a cool $100,000 in winnings? they stopped his 
perfectly legal system, changed operations so it couldn't 
happen again. His way of play has been outlawed in 
every casino on the Nevada Strip. They don’t play black- 
jack that way any more. 

That's what is happening with Kyle Rote’s New 
Statistical Formula. 

All the new facts for pre-determining pointspread win- 
ners in college and pro football were put into computers. 


YOUR OWN PRIVATE HOTLINE 


Pre-analysis of every factor was made in dry-run testing, 
using information that had to affect the outcome. In hun- 
dreds of tests the Kyle Rote Statistical Formula worked 
successfully. 

And the word leaked out. thus, in Las Vegas, the 
betting capital of the Universe, where no bookmaking es- 
tablishment is willing to risk wagers against a sure thing, 
the decision was made to ban the sale of Sportsform. 

So what if Sportsform is banned in Las Vegas? 

It is not banned to you. 

You can have this informative weekly throughout every 
football and basketball season 
and we will tell you now— 
unconditionally— if it is 
not everything we say 
itis, we'll give you 
your money back. 


On Sale 
At All Newsstands 
$300 Weekly 


The last-minute word in grid information. Now you can be assured that no perti- 
nent late-breaking football information will escape your scrutiny... . 


th @ e e 
confidential communique 


..-The last-minute word in grid information . 


.. takes up where KYLE ROTE’S| COStidential 


SPORTSFORM leaves off: Every week you can look forward to a detailed last-minute 
report, consisting of in-depth analysis of late-breaking information from a “multi wire,” 


plus: Line fluctuations in various sections of the country, reported and analyzed from over 
100 sources. Complete pointspread breakdown for every team, college and pro, in the 


Featuring the latest 
behind the-scenes information 


country, including: record as favorite—record as underdog—etc., plus an analysis of the 
pointspread winners and losers and why it all happened. Re-evaluation of injuries from 
the “wire” as well as our private sources of information. 4 to 7 games super predictions, 
complete with analysis and predicted final scores. Our up-dated sureshot winners after all 


late-minute data have been carefully scrutinized. “Inside” information not available to the 


general public. By mail only privately to you. 


Published by Sportstorm Inc. 
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Copyrighted in Washington. . . 
. . «Banned in Las Vegas 


Information So Comprehensive Absolutely Nothing Is Missing 


Page 17, first team 
on the page 


Head Coach 
Nickname 


a 


a 


Log of past games 
Complete schedule 


individual game analysis 
by professionali ..____"" 
correspondents 


Scoring sequence ———_ 


Complete game 
statistics 


Season's statistical 
totals for team 


with differential ~a, 


Season’s average 
point totals 

plus average —+- 
win & loss 
margins 


Season’s __. 
pointspread 
record 


Results of 
last year's 
game 


Preview of upcoming game 


Combined record 


of opponents Season's record 


Playing surface 


2 
s 12UCtars o 
al Pann 
24 at Utareet 108 (7, 


weekly log of team’s 
power rating 


Current 
power rating 


Bayi (0-7 20 
ISSMue —(T-2ea/NE 


22 at Ark 
5 Texas (2. 


SY Texas ; 
26 at Rice “©” 


Season's record 


Official pointspread 


Opponent's 


ower ratin 
P 3 of opponents 


(1-263)47 


22 at Arkansas99 (ay ere bi 


29 at 
= T, TCuss (2-4 17-22) 4 10% 


(2-3 12-43 
29 at Toys 28 (6-7 11-15 au 


Combined record 


+14 


4 1722) 4 10% 


DICTIO 


t to the A again, but the 
Y 3 \ t's dew... It looks 

d Gy eget by the most 
otball as the Cowboys feature the top 
~ no. 1 defense in the lea Dallas has 
— <- e Minnesota 
way as the OGrESERS . 

m2 Miracle could keep the 


Game result 


Result vs. 
pointspread 


Fseterd 35, LSU 31 
re Stoncos the Western Divaion title in a rather 


Eeienb since their little the Rusde wid de te 

omg stature to a wold car 1 it st history 

Pond season” beging in Malt gir certarnty 

F Colts for ofesnsive fir a it Jones is, 
*CU BReatt oot the quartersack Wa! Kem Stabler who can beat you with hia 


27 Bes well at hic aim, Oakland's defense ot hurting fram th absence of 


42.82 fRcker Pri Vilioan fook tor to on that 
ness hy throwing to ks Mlogmmhan usual 15 OM and's only 
231 Benet and somehew, | playa. a jerpways seem 


31 Flome up with somethiagiiie solve to ther pe gaediess at 


17-35. 1 [rever problems Oakland mught have you have to go with the team that 
8-38. 1 B Kenny Stadler. the OB who is at hus hest when Ht counts the mest 


PREDICTION: Onkiand 24, Baltimore 14 


Plus... 


Power Action | 


Points 
—oints | 
Pro foothalf 


5-2 
10-93 


There are five ratings for each team in 
the Power Action Points Table: 
Power Rating (PR) 
Defensive Rating (DR) 
Offensive Rating (OR). 
Home Team Rating (HT) 
Winning Edge Factor (WEF) 
Defensive Rating (DR) 

included Every Week in the 
Sportsform you'll get the Amazing 
Power Action Points. Power Action 
Points is a Complete Rating Tabie 
Every Week in the Sportsform. 

We do the updating. . . You do the 
winning Every Week vs.the Spread. 


NFL 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


AMERICAN 
CONFERENCE 


REBUILT MIAMI SET TO TROUNCE AFC RIVALS AND MEET DALLAS IN SUPER BOWL 


PREDICTIONS 


Eastern Division 


| Bos Schramm, Dallas’ general 
manager, is a scarred veteran 
of the old pro football war be- 
tween the American and National 
Conferences. 

He was not, to say the least, 
delighted by all the needling sto- 
ries which celebrated the domi- 
nance of the AFC, stepson of 
the old American League, over 
the National Conference in both 
the season series and the Super 
Bowls. 

After Dallas broke the Ameri- 
can conference’s 5-year hold on 
the Vince Lombardi Trophy last 
January in New Orleans, 
Schramm quipped, “All I know is 
that the NFC leads the 1978 se- 
ries, 1-0.” 

Which AFC team will try to 
break the NFC’s one-game Super 
Bowl streak next January in 
Miami? 

That may be harder to predict 
than at any time in years. 

If San Diego and Houston are 
as improved as many football 
people seem to think, we could 
see three-team races in every di- 
vision of the AFC. 

Denver may have been every- 
one’s Cinderella franchise last 
season, but the truth is that the 
Broncos may be lucky not to slip 
all the way down to third place in 
the Western Division this season. 

The pick here is for Oakland to 
regain the Western title, with 
Denver finishing a notch ahead of 
the Chargers. 

‘Pittsburgh, beset by internal 
problems, just barely won an- 
other Central Division title, their 


Central Division 


Western Division 


1. Miami 1. Cincinnati 1. Oakland 

2. New England 2. Pittsburgh 2. Denver 

3. Baltimore 3. Houston 3. San Diego 
4, Buffalo 4, Cleveland 4. Seattle 

5. New York 5. Kansas City 


fourth in a row. But Houston is 
better this season and Cincin- 
nati’s young defensive stars 
should ferment enough for the 
Bengals to win the division title 
by an eyelash. 

The Eastern Division was a 
nervous breakdown race a year 
ago. It took the final day of the 
season to separate Miami and 
Baltimore. New England might 
have been the best team in the 
division at the end, but the Pats 
self-destructed earlier. 

This year the pick is for Miami 
not only to win the division, but 
to regain the American Confer- 
ence championship and face Dal- 
las in the Super Bowl. 

The Dolphins have been ex- 
pertly and quickly rebuilt by 
Don Shula. Bob Griese is at the 
peak of his skills as a quarter- 
back and the Miami passing 
game is more dangerous than it 
was in the team’s Super Bowl 
years. 

What should qualify them to 
become the first team ever to 
play a Super Bowl in its home 
park is a young, aggressive and 
rapidly-improving defense. 

Under the new setup this sea- 
son, there will be a second wild- 
card playoff team, That decision 
was meant to correct any injus- 
tices of leaving deserving teams 
out of the playoffs. 

But the races seem to be so 
close in every division that good 
teams still may be left out. 

From here, the wild-card teams 
appear to be New England and 
Pittsburgh. 


BOB GRIESE, Miami quarterback, has 
reached the peak of his game. 


That’s right. It means that 
Denver, the defending champion 
of the AFC, won’t even appear in 
the playoffs this time. 

The AFC, which lost a glamor- 
ous figure, Joe Namath, to the 
NFC the season before, loses an- 
other this year. O. J. Simpson is 
no longer a Buffalo Bill but in- 
stead will aim at Jim Brown’s 
all-time ground-gaining record in 
a San Francisco 49er uniform. 

For a while, it seemed all the 
top young runners were going to 
the NFC—Walter Payton, Tony 
Dorsett, Chuck Muncie, Ricky 
Bell. 

But then Houston swung a 
major trade with Tampa Bay last 
April to acquire the No. 1 pick in 
the college draft. With it, they 
selected Texas’ Heisman Trophy 
winner, Earl Campbell. 

The prognosis on Campbell is 
that he could be the best power 
back to come into the league 
since Jim Brown. 

It was not only good news for 
the AFC, it might have made the 
Oilers a Central Division con- 
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AFC FINALS—1977 
Western Division Central Division 
L 


-_") WoL T Pet, WoL T Pet, 
DENVER: crscacsrecsees 12 2 0 .857 PITTSBURGH .......... 9 0 643 
Oakland . 11 3 0 .786 Houston 6 0 .571 
, San Diego t. . #10’ .800 Cincinnati .. 6 0 .571 
Vopr Seattle ...... 5.8 OF 2357. Cleveland .. 8 0 .429 
Kansas City .......... 212 0 .143 
B L F I \ : *Wild Card for Playoffs : 
y Larry Felser \ Eastern Division 
F WoL TT) OPet. PLAYOFFS 
Buffalo Evening News sports =~ f BALTIMORE .10 4 0 .714 Pittsburgh ........ 014 #O 7-21 
columnist Larry Felser is | ; Roan ie ase fe 4 : ae BNVEL oos-sensees Tilt Fl Ag=3a 
close to pro football scene b N.Y. J “311 0 {214 Ockland ...7 01410 0 6-37 
and veteran expert analyst. ms = Buttalo.aecicmabi 1cnlie On vata Baltimore ...0 10 714 0 0-31 


tender. Without Campbell they 
finished 8-6 last year and in such 
a tight division, who knows? 

Del Williams is not as glamor- 
ous as Campbell, but he might 
have far more to say about a 
tight divisional pennant race 
than the rookie. 

Williams one of the top runners 
in the National Conference for 
the last two seasons, was acquired 
from the 49ers in a major trade 
which sent wide receiver Fred 
Solomon, safety Vern Roberson 
and a first-round-draft choice to 
San Francisco. 

The addition of Williams gives 
Shula a great deal of lattitude in 
plotting offensive strategy. He al- 
ready has a bright young half- 
back in Gary Davis and a new 
fullback in Leroy Harris. While 
they were being developed, the 
Dolphins relied on their passing 
game and Nat Moore developed 
into a full-fledged star. Duriel 
Harris was discovered at about 
the same time. 

With Williams available, Shula 
can go just about any offensive 
route which he fancies. 

What made Williams, availa- 
ble, ironically, was the 49ers’ ac- 
quisition of O. J. 

Buffalo used its first install- 
ment of the Simpson deal, second 
and third-round choices in this 
year’s draft, to select Florida de- 
fensive lineman Scott Hutchinson 
and wide receiver Danny Fulton 
of Nebraska-Omaha. 

But the man who will be com- 
pared to Simpson in any evalua- 
tion of the swap this year is 
Terry Miller, the All-America 
halfback from Oklahoma State 
whom the Bills picked on the 
first round. 

Miller had an amazing record 
in college: 19 straight games in 
which he gained 100 yards. 


Except for Campbell and 


Miller, plus a couple of wide re- 
ceivers—San Diego’s selection of 
John Jefferson of Arizona State 
and Cleveland’s pick of Ala- 
bama’s Ozzie Newsome—it was a 
nuts-and-bolts draft for the AFC 
teams. 

For the second year in a row, 
the New York Jets got the na- 
tion’s highest rated offensive line- 
man, Chris Ward of Ohio State. 
Last year it was Marvin Powell 
of Southern California. 

There are four first-rounders 
who could start on defense for 
their new teams as rookies: Ken- 
tucky end Art Still for Kansas 
City, Memphis State corner back 
Keith Simpson for Seattle, 
Southern California linebacker 
Clay Matthews for Cleveland and 


Notre Dame defensive lineman 
Ross Browner for Cincinnati. 

The balance of power in all 
three divisions is so precarious 
that even deals of little apparent 
significance could put one of the 
contenders in the playoffs. 

A graphic illustration came last 
year, when Denver acquired dis- 
carded quarterback Craig Mor- 
ton for what amounted to no- 
thing. Morton put the Broncos in 
the Super Bowl. 

Baltimore hopes it countered 
the upgrading of Miami, via 
Williams, by trading with Kan- 
sas City for aging middle line- 
backer Willie Lanier. Lanier had 
reached the end of the trail in 
KC, but the Colts need a big, 
strong, experienced leader in the 


CRAIG MORTON, who guided the Denver Broncos into the Super Bow! watches 
interception with Dallas Cowboys’ Randy White (54) and Charlie Waters, right. 
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middle and he may have enough 
left to give them what they want. 

Pittsburgh’s Steel Curtain 
showed definite signs of corrosion 
last year. It hopes the acquisition 
of ex Green Bay Packer defensive 
lineman Dave Pureifory will re- 
pair it. 

Denver caught Oakland in the 
Western Division last year and 
now San Diego would like to 
catch both of them. The Broncos 
think they helped their defense 
by trading for a big middle line- 
backer, Jim Laslavic of Detroit, 
and strengthened their already- 
strong defensive line by trading 
for Kansas City veteran Wilbur 
Young, 

There are three new head 
coaches in the AFC this season. 

The most significant change 
occured in Buffalo. The Bills had 
plummetted from a 9-5 record in 
1972 to a 3-11 record last year. 
The season ticket sales plummet- 
ted even more dramatically, from 
54,000 to 20,000. 

To reverse that trend, owner 
Ralph Wilson signed Chuck 
Knox, the highly-successful head 
coach of the Los Angeles Rams, 
to a six-year, $200,000-per-season 
contract, 

Knox inherits the nucleus of a 
sound offense but faces an im- 
mense rebuilding job on defense. 

In Cleveland, owner Art Mo- 
dell decided Forrest Gregg wasn’t 
the man to guide the Browns 
past Pittsburgh and Cincinnati, 
much less Houston, so he hired 
Sam Rutigliano. Rutigliano is a 
relatively-unknown, _heavily-ex- 
perienced assistant coach who 
worked at New Orleans last year 
and several other NFL teams be- 
fore that. 

Modell hopes that Sam is this 
year’s Red Miller, 

Kansas City hit rock bottom 
last season. The Chiefs finished 
2-12. Paul Wiggin was fired as 
head coach and Tom Bettis fin- 
ished the season for him. Then 
Bettis was fired. 

Lamar Hunt, the Chiefs’ 
owner, is tired of firing coaches, 
so he hired Marv Levy to a five- 
year contract. 

Levy, an intellectual who has 
been a head coach in college, a 
longtime assistant under George 
Allen in the NFL and, most re- 
cently, head coach of the Cana- 


dian League champion Montreal 
Alouettes, has a huge rebuilding 
job ahead of him. 

The schedules of all NFL 
teams are now preordained, at 
least as to when each team plays. 
Where and in what order is an- 
other thing. This is a rundown of 
the “meat” portions of each AFC 
team’s schedule: 

DENVER — The champions 
open tough, against Oakland, at 
Minnesota and then back home 
against ambitious San Diego. It 
gets reasonable after that until 
the Brones play at Oakland and 
against Pittsburgh in Denver in 
the last three weeks of the sea- 
son. 

BALTIMORE — Coach Ted 
Marchibroda is screaming that 
his start is the toughest ever. It’s 
not, but it’s tough enough: at 
Dallas, Miami and then at New 
England in a Monday night 
game, There is also a rocky 
stretch in mid-season when Den- 
ver, Miami and Washington are 
met consecutively. 

PITTSBURGH-The Steelers 
meet only one team, Cincinnati, 
which had a ’77 winning record 
during the first half of the sea- 
son. The last six weeks get 
tougher, with LA, Cincinnati, 
Houston, Baltimore and Denver. 

OAKLAND-If the Raiders are 
in reasonable shape by December 
—when they meet Denver, Miami 
and Minnesota to close the sea- 
son—they should walk into the 
playoffs. 

MIAMI—There is a gauntlet to 
be run from early October to 
early November, when Cincin- 
nati, San Diego, New England, 
Baltimore and Dallas are met in 
succession. Then the Dolphins 
close with Washington, Oakland 
and New England. 

NEW ENGLAND-—September 
is tough, with Washington, Bal- 
timore and Oakland on the 
schedule. The last four games 
include rugged dates with Balti- 
more, Dallas and Miami. 

SAN DIEGO—After opening at 
Seattle, it gets more difficult, 
with Oakland, Denver, New Eng- 
land, Denver again and Miami 
met in a five-week stretch. 

CINCINNATI-—It gets a little 
sticky in October with a Monday 
night match in Miami and then a 
game against New England the 
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following Sunday. But the rough- 
est road is from Oct. 29 to Dec. 
11 when the schedule will be no- 
thing but probable contenders— 
Houston, San Diego, Oakland, 
Pittsburgh and Houston again. 

HOUSTON-—There is a very 
difficult middle-of-the-schedule 
problem for the Oilers. In the 
space of 11 weeks, they play 8 
games against teams which had 
winning records last year—Los 
Angeles, Oakland, Pittsburgh, 
Cincinnati, New England, Miami, 
Cincinnati again and Pittsburgh 
again. 

BUFFALO-TIf the Bills are to 
improve under Chuck Knox, it 
may take some time to tell. They 
play Pittsburgh, Miami and Bal- 
timore in the first month. There 
also is an October-early Novem- 
ber stretch when they’ll see 
Houston, Cincinnati, New Eng- 
land and Miami within five week- 
ends, 

CLEVELAND-If the Browns 
manage to get off to a good start 
similar to last year’s, they still 
face a woeful November during 
which consecutive games against 
Houston, Denver, Baltimore and 
Los Angeles are booked. 

KANSAS CITY—Marv Levy 
won’t make an easy debut. The 
Chiefs have Cincinnati, Houston 
and Denver in September. Then 
there is a mid-season stretch dur- 
ing which Oakland is met twice 
and Pittsburgh once over a four- 
week period. 

SEATTLE—The Seahawks’ 
toughies are reasonably spaced 
out, except for October when 
Denver is met twice along with 
Minnesota and Oakland. 

NEW YORK-—The Jets have 
some breathing room, but their 
October card has Baltimorey New 
England and Denver. It’s a tough 
finish, too, with New England, 
Miami, Baltimore and Dallas in 
the last five weeks. 

How well anyone does in 
those rough stretches will depend 
upon how these questions are an- 
swered: 

Can fresh new blood, particu- 
larly that of defensive backs 
Charles Phillips, Neal Colzie and 
Lester Hayes, be pumped into 
Oakland’s struggle with Denver? 

Can Ted Hendricks provide 
the pass rush the Raiders aren’t 
getting from their defensive line? 
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Can Phil Villapiano come back 
strongly from knee surgery to 
give Oakland solid linebacking 
from side to side? 

Is it possible for Craig Morton 
to have two miracle seasons? 

Is it possible for the Denver of- 
fensive line to give Morton better 
pass protection than he got last 
year when his blockers allowed 
50 sacks? 

Can Otis Armstrong be a 
1000-yard rusher again to take 
some pressure off the Bronco 
passing game? 

Can Dan Fouts pick up where 
he left off as San Diego’s quar- 
terback? 

Will San Diego’s offense play 
up to the standards of its de- 
fense, allowing the Chargers to 
take a run at Denver and Oak- 
land in the AFC-West? 

Can Marv Levy intellectualize 
the Chiefs into a reasonable fac- 
simile of a pro football team? 

Did Kansas City draft well 
enough to give itself a defensive 
future? 

Whom is Levy going to use for 
a quarterback? 

Will young Steve Largent be 
drenched with multiple coverages 
after two super seasons for Seat- 
tle? 

If he is, can Jim Zorn get 
enough out of his running game 
to allow the Seahawks to keep up 
their improvement? 

Can Terry Bradshaw keep 
carrying more and more of the 
load for Pittsburgh? 

Are the Steelers’ problems in 
the secondary as grievous as their 
rivals seem to think? 

Can John Hicks re-discover his 
potential in Pittsburgh? 

Can Brian Sipe be the “young 
Billy Kilmer” his supporters 
claim he will be? 

If he is, can Sam Rutigliano, 
Cleveland’s new coach, be this 
year’s Red Miller? 

Can Earl Campbell break in 
for Houston as Tony Dorsett did 
for Dallas? 

Has Dan Pastorini found true 
happiness, at long last, with the 
Oilers? 

Can Bum Phillips patch up 
his defense enough to challenge 
Pittsburgh? 

Can Bill Johnson, the Cincin- 
nati coach, supervise a big season 
so that Bengal fans will forget 


how their favorites flopped last 
year? 

Will Isaac Curtis be as devas- 
tating a deep receiver as he was 
before his knee surgery? 

Can the Bengals find a reason- 
able substitute for retired tight 
end Bob Trumpy? 

Will the Jets regret not draft- 
ing Terry Miller instead of Chris 
Ward? 

Will Richard Todd keep im- 
proving as a quarterback without 
major-league runners to balance 
off his passing game? 

Will Richard Caster be healthy 
enough to keep the Jet passing 
game at a high level? 

Can Lydell Mitchell keep pro- 
ducing for the Colts without 
being worn to a nub? 

Does the trade for Willie 
Lanier mean that the Colts will 
now make the critical plays on 
defense? 

Is it possible that John Dut- 
ton’s mental state will brighten 
enough so that he lives up to his 
all-pro potential? 

Can Chuck Knox rebuild the 
Buffalo running game around 
Terry Miller? 

Will the Bills discover another 
wide receiver who can take some 
heat off Bob Chandler? 

Can Del Williams and Gary 
Davis live happily ever after in 
the Miami backfield? 

Will Bill Arnsparger find a way 
to juice up the Dolphins’ pass 
rush? 

Where will Garo Yepremian 
end up if he doesn’t snap out of 
his slump? 

Is Steve Grogan enough of a 
quarterback to keep New Eng- 
land nose-to-nose-to-nose with 
Baltimore and Miami all season? 

Will the extra official on the 
field free Russ Francis to put 
more punch in the Pats’ offense? 

Does this season hold any 
more happiness for John Hannah 
and Leon Gray than last year’s 
did? 

Last year, the AFC won 7 of 8 
individual NFL statistical titles. 
Bob Griese of Miami was the top 
passer; Lydell Mitchell of Balti- 
more the leading receiver; Lyle 
Blackwood of Baltimore the lead- 
ing interceptor, Errol Mann of 
Oakland the top scorer; Ray Guy 
of Oakland the top punter, Bill 
Johnson of Houston the leading 
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punt returner; and rookie Ray- 
mond Clayborn of New England 
the kickoff return champ. 

The top individual titles could 
go to these players in 1978: 

Ground gaining—Greg Pruitt 
Cleveland. 

Passing—Ken Anderson, Cin- 
cinnati. 

Scoring—place kicker Toni Lin- 
hart of Baltimore. 

Punt returns—Billy Johnson of 
Houston. 

Kickoff returns—Robert Woods 
Kansas City rookie. 

Punting—Guy. 

Most valuable player—Sam 
Cunningham, New England. 

MVP-defense—Ted Hendricks, 
Oakland. 

Rookie of the year-offense— 
Terry Miller, Buffalo. 

Rookie of the year-defense— 
Sylvester Hicks, Kansas City de- 
fensive lineman, 

Coach of the year—Bum Phil- 
lips, Houston. 

This is what the all-AFC team 
could look like: 

Quarterback — Bob Griese, 
Miami. 

Running backs—Del Williams, 
Miami and Sam Cunningham, 


New England. 

Wide receivers—Ken Burrough, 
Houston and Lynn Swann, 
Pittsburgh. 


Tight end—Dave Casper, Oak- 
land. 

Tackles—Art Shell, Oakland 
and Jon Kolb, Pittsburgh. 

Guards — Joe DeLamielleure, 
Buffalo and John Hannah, New 
England. 

Center—Jim Langer, Miami. 

Place kicker—Toni Linhart, 
Baltimore. 

DEFENSES 

Ends—Lyle Alzado, Denver and 
Eddie Edwards, Cincinnati. 

Tackles—Mike Barnes, Balti- 
more and Jerry Sherk, Cleveland. 

Middle linebacker—Steve Nel- 
son, New England. 

Outside linebackers — Jack 
Ham, Pittsburgh and Robert 
Brazile, Houston. 

Corner backs—Louie Wright, 
Denver and Mike Haynes, New 
England. 

Free safety—Tommy Casanova, 
Cincinnati. 

Strong safety—Bill Thompson, 
Denver. 

Punter—Ray Guy, Oakland. 
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MIAMI DOLPHINS 


PREDICTION Ist 


T he Dolphins are back among 
the NFL’s elite again. 

Last year they came back far 
enough to make a serious stab at 
Baltimore’s Eastern Division 
title, missing out on the last day 
of the season. 

This year they may be back far 
enough to make a successful stab. 

Don Shula does the things 
which are necessary to win. The 
thing he did which laid the 
groundwork for Miami’s 1977 
comeback occured midway in the 
previous season. He rehired Bill 
Arnsparger. 

There may be a debate over 
Arnsparger’s credentials as a 
head coach, considering his un- 
successful term with the New 
York Giants. But there is abso- 
lutely no debate about his genius 
as a defensive strategist. 

The previous season, the Dol- 
phins couldn’t stop anyone. The 
defense was an anchor which 


BILL ARNSPARGER, below, rebuilt 
Dolphins defense for head man DON 
SHULA, here with QB BOB GRIESE 
who tossed 22 touchdowns last year. 


dragged them down to a 6-8 rec- 
ord, Shula’s first losing season 
since going to Miami in 1970. 

Last year Arnsparger, upon 
whom Shula bestowed the title 
“assistant head coach,” played 
five rookies in his defensive 
lineup for most of the season. It 
was like 1970 all over again, 
when Arns used rookies like Mike 
Kolen, Doug Swift, Curtis John- 
son, Tim Foley and Jake Scott to 
help turn around the franchise. 

This time Arnsparger con- 
verted to a 3-4 defense. 

Two of the three down linemen 
were rookies, end A.J. Duhe and 
nose guard Bob Baumhower, the 
team’s first and second draft 
choices. There were seven defen- 
sive players selected ahead of 
Duhe in the first round, six of 
them linemen. But he won the 
NFL’s_ defensive rookie-of-the- 
year award. Baumhower was the 
co-winner in one poll. 

The other rookie starters were 
linebacker Kim Bokamper, cor- 
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DON SHULA, Coach. 
Assistanis: Tom Keane, Carl 
Taseff, Mike Scarry, Howard 


Schnellenberger, John Sandusky, 
Bill Arnsparger. 


ner Norris Thomas and _ free 
safety Vern Roberson. Bokam- 
per, Thomas, Duhe and Baum- 
hower were named to the NFL’s 
all-rookie team. 

Roberson lost his job in the 
last month of the season and 
later was traded to San Francisco 
in the Del Williams deal. 

Bokamper teams with Larry 
Gordon and Steve Towle to give 
the Dolphins a nucleus of large 
young linebackers in their new 
four-man unit. 

The fourth man for most of 
last season was veteran Bob 
Matheson, but at 33 he may be 
more helpful as a spot player. 

The season before, the Dol- 
phins finished 22d in the 28-team 
NFL in defense against the rush. 
In today’s football, with the 
pronounced emphasis on the run- 
ning game, that’s what you have 
to stop if you hope to win con- 
sistently. 

Last year, the Dolphins were 
sixth against the run. 
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In 1976, Miami surrendered 
264 points. Last year that figure 
was cut to 197, an improvement 
of 67 points. 

In ’76, the Dolphins were dead 
last in the NFL in pass defense, a 
statistic which led to the mock- 
ing nickname ‘the no-defense de- 
fense.” 

Last year the Dolphins ranked 
24th, which doesn’t appear to be 
much of an improvement. But 
look further. In ’76, Miami 
yielded 20 touchdowns by pass- 
ing. Last year the Dolphins sliced 
that figure in half, allowing only 
10. 

“T think our pass rush will im- 
prove as our younger players get 
more experience,’ says Shula. 
“And we'll have more depth.” 

He is thinking of Duhe and 
Baumhower when he speaks of 
experience. 

Last year Duhe led the team 
with 7 sacks. He also recovered 2 
fumbles, batted down four passes 
at the line of scrimmage, forced 
two fumbles and blocked a kick. 

Baumhower had four sacks, re- 
covered three fumbles, blocked a 
field goal and defenses a pass. 

Baumhower was second on the 
team with 131 total tackles as he 
did a superb job jamming the 
middle. 

Their improvement through a 
year’s experience should upgrade 
the Dolphins at least a notch. 

The depth could be a little 
more difficult to come by. Other 
than Heinz, the best chance Arn- 
sparger has of using fresh players 
to apply pressure to opposing 
passers may have to come from a 
rookie, rangy Lyman Smith, a 6- 
5%, 250-pounder from Duke. 
Smith came fast as a senior but 
didn’t have an awful lot of play- 
ing time before that. 

“He reminds me a lot of Baum- 
hower,” says Shula. “He’s strong 
and very intelligent. He was ac- 
cepted into Duke’s' medical 
school.” 

If Duhe and Baumhower don’t 
improve with experience or Smith 
doesn’t make a contribution in 
his rookie year, the Dolphins 
could be in trouble. Their 20 
sacks last year were the third- 
lowest in the league. Only Buffalo 
and Seattle had fewer. 

The third man in the defensive 
line is Vern den Herder, who has 
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NAT MOORE, Dolphins’ receiver, made 52 catches in 1977, 12 for touchdowns. 


been a starter for seven seasons. 
When he got hurt and missed the 
last three games, veteran Bob 
Heinz was rehabilitated and put 
in the starting lineup. 

The other line reserves are def- 
initely marginal players: Carl 
Barisich, Bill Windauer, Rick 
Dvorak and John Anderson. 

There must be a platoon of 
linebackers when a team plays 
the 3-4. In back of the starters 
Miami has Larry Ball, Tony Ber- 
tuca, Guy Roberts, Earnie Ro- 
hone and Rusty Chambers. 
Rhone was hurt and missed all 
but four games. 

The draft brought a sleeper 
linebacker, Sean Clancy, who 
comes from Amherst, the school 
which produced Doug Swift, a 
Dolphin linebacker star of the 
Super Bowl days. 

Shula thinks there will be a lot 
more stabilization in the second- 
ary this year. For one thing, 


Thomas will have a year’s experi- 
ence. 

“T thought he played corner as 
well as anyone in the league last 
year,’ says the coach, “He’s 
going to be excellent.” 

The man opposite Thomas is 
the steady, 9-year veteran, Curtis 
Johnson. He led the team in in- 
terceptions with four. 

The draft brought one of the 
nation’s top corners, Gerald 
Small of San Jose State. He came 
in the fourth round and the Dol- 
phins think he would have gone 
much higher except that he suf- 
fered a shoulder separation last 
season and missed five games. He 
came back later in the season to 
do an impressive job on Florida’s 
star wide receiver, Wes Chandler, 
in the Senior Bowl. 

Miami finished the season with 
Tim Foley, the veteran corner 
back, at free safety, and 33-year- 
old Rick Volk on the strong side. 
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“Foley’s ability to change posi- 
tions after all these years was one 
of the things which helped us get 
better on defense,” salutes Shula. 

The strong side is another 
story. 

Volk can be counted on only as 
a part-time player at his age. So 
the Dolphins have their fingers 
crossed about Charlie Babb, who 
separated a shoulder and later 
suffered a broken collar bone, to 
play regularly. He’s been hurt 
often during his career but still 
has first-rate ability. 

Another possibility is rookie 
Ted Burgmeier of Notre Dame, 
who started out as a top wide re- 
ceiver and then became a quality 
defensive back following knee 
surgery. 

Also on the defensive back ros- 
ter are Charles Cornelius and 
Gary Burl. 

The acquisition of Williams 
gives the Dolphins special fire- 
power. He gained 931 yards last 
year and 1203 in ’76 behind a 
San Francisco line which is infe- 
rior to that of the Dolphins. 

Not that Miami was poverty- 
stricken in its running attack. 
When the season finished, pro 
sophomore Gary Davis was at 
running back and rookie Leroy 
Harris at fullback. In the final 
game of the season against Buf- 


TIM FOLEY showed versatility for Miami Dolphins last year. 


falo, Davis gained 172 yards in 
27 carries, including a 60-yard 
touchdown run. 

Two weeks before the season 
ended, Harris broke open the big 
game with Baltimore by running 
77 yards for a touchdown. He 
had 140 yards for the evening. 

Miami finished fifth in the 
NFL in rushing. 

With Williams, Don Shula is 
able to use any phase of offense 
he sees fit. 

“Our backfield can be in the 
best shape in a long, long time,” 
says Shula, “If Williams performs 
the way we think he can as a re- 
ceiver coming out of the back- 
field, there won’t be that much of 
a necessity to juggle Nat Moore, 
which will make him less suscep- 
tible to injury.” 

Williams caught 34, 27 and 20 
passes his last three seasons with 
San Francisco. He converted five 
into touchdowns. 

Those figures could be inflated, 
with Bob Griese throwing to him. 

“Griese had his best year as a 
pro quarterback last season,” in- 
sists Shula, taking in account the 
veteran’s Super Bow] seasons. 

Griese’s 22 touchdown passes 
were the most of his career. He 
directed the Dolphins to 40 
touchdowns, a figure exceeded 
only by Oakland’s 41 in the NFL. 
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In the pivotal game against St. 
Louis on Thanksgiving Day, 
Griese, who now wears glasses 
when playing, riddled the Cardi- 
nals for five touchdowns in a 55-14 
rout. He sat out the last quarter. 

The Maxwell Club of Philadel- 
phia voted him the Pro Player of 
the Year. 

Griese threw for 2252 yards. 
His completion average was 58.6 
percent. That brought his com- 
pletion percentage for the last 
four seasons to nearly 60 percent. 

That’s ironic, in that there 
were skeptics who doubted 
Griese’s ability to conduct a 
pass-oriented game after he lost 
Larry Csonka, Jim Kiick and 
Mercury Morris from his back- 
field. 

The man to whom Griese 
looked most often last year was 
Moore, the slick, little wide re- 
ceiver whom Shula used occasion- 
ally as a set back in special pass- 
ing situations. 

Nat caught 12 touchdown pas- 
ses, averaged 14.7 yards a catch 
and caught 52 balls overall. 

“He’s only a little guy, 5-9 and 
180, so we don’t want to wear 
him down and risk getting him 
hurt,” says Shula. 

Just the same, don’t discount 
seeing Moore lining up in strange 
places at critical times. 


BENNY MALONE led Miami ground-gainers with 615 yards, 
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Duriel Harris beat out Fred 
Solomon last year and ended up 
with a higher per-catch average 
than Moore—17.7 on 34 catches, 
with five touchdowns. 

The tight end, Andre Tillman, 
is a blocker, essentially. He made 
17 catches last year. With Jim 
Mandich dealt to Washington, 
Loaird McCreary will get more 
work in obvious passing situa- 
tions, 

In back of the wide receivers, 
Shula has only inexperienced 
Terry Anderson and Larry Sei- 
ple, the second punter. The draft 
brought Penn State star Jimmy 
Cefalo and Lloyd Henry of 
Northeast Missouri. Tight end 
Bruce Hardy of Arizona State 
also was drafted, 

Three veterans, Don Not- 
tingham, Norm Bulaich and 
Benny Malone, complete the card 
of running backs. Malone, last 
year’s leading ground gainer with 
615 yards, a 4.8 average and five 


touchdowns, probably will be 
traded. 
Bulaich is especially useful 


even at 31, He gained 416 yards 
last year and caught 25 passes. 

Nottingham gained 214 yards 
for a 4.9 average and helps out on 
the goal line. 

Griese’s understudy, Don 
Strock, played far less last year 
than he did in the two previous 
seasons, Miami didn’t have a 
first-round selection in the draft 
(it went in the Williams trade), 
but the Dolphins selected Guy 
Benjamin, the Stanford quarter- 
back, on their second-round pick. 
A smart, well-schooled player, he 
may be Griese’s eventual succes- 
sor. 

The Dolphins also used a low 
round pick to take Bill Kenney 
of Northern Colorado. 

Unless they get awfully lucky, 
Miami probably will have to do 
some reluctant shuffling in the of- 
fensive line. 

The problem is both tackle po- 
sitions. If all goes well, one will 
be named by Wayne Moore, the 
huge, 33-year-old veteran of the 
Super Bowl teams. But Moore has 
been cursed with a series of inju- 
ries and it’s dangerous to count 
on him for 14 games. 

The other tackle is Mike Cur- 
rent, also 33 and never the most 
mobile player, even in his youth. 


Tampa Bay found him excess 
baggage but the Dolphins have 
been playing him. 

If either Moore or Current 
can’t cut it this year, one of the 
excellent guards, Larry Little or 
Bob Kuechenberg, will have to 
move over. When that happens, 
Ed Newman, a reserve with five 
year’s experience, moves into the 
starting lineup. 

Neither Little nor Kuechen- 
berg are as effective at tackle as 
they are at guard. Newman is 
sound, but he’s no Little or 
Kuechenberg. 

The one constant is Jim Lan- 
ger, still the best center in foot- 
ball after 8 seasons. At 30, he’ll 
probably retain that status for 3 
or 4 more seasons. 

Wally Pesuit is the only re- 
serve lineman besides Newman. 

Three offensive linemen were 
drafted, none high. They are tac- 
kles Eric Laakso of Tulane and 
Karl Baldischwiler of Oklahoma 
and center Mike Dennart of 
Texas A&M. 

The only special teams area in 
which a Dolphine shone was 
kickoff returns, Davis’ 29.6 aver- 


1977 LEADERS AND AFC RATINGS 
SCORING—N. Moore, 78 points on 
13 touchdowns? ons ~ wee geo T. 5th 
RUSHING—MDMalone, 129 carries for 
615 yds. 4.8 Avg, 5 TDs ...,.....12th 
PASSING—Griese, 180 of 307 at- 


tempts for 2252 yds., 22 TDs ..., Ist 
RECEIVING—N, Moore, 52 receptions 
for 765 yds., 14.7 Avg, 12 TDs ... 4th 
disbigl ears ws Rabin aaa 4 for 35 
yds., 8.8 Avg. ...... 22nd 
PUNTING—Michel, 35 ‘punts, 38.2 
Avg., longest 61 yds, ts 10th 
PUNT RETURNS—Solomon, 32 ‘for 285 
yds., 8.9 Avg. . 12th 
KICKOFF RETURNS —Davis, 14 for 414 
yds., 29.6 Avg. 2nd 
Pre-season Games 
July 29 Phila, at Canton (O.) 
Aug. 5 ST. LOUIS (N) 
12 AT New Orleans (N) 
18 MINNESOTA (N) 
25 AT Tampa Bay (N) 
1978 SCHEDULE 1977 Scores 
Sept. 3 AT N.Y. Jets 14-10 
10 AT Baltimore 4 p.m. 28-45 
17 BUFFALO 4 p.m. 31-14 
24 AT Philadelphia — 
Oct. 1 ST. LOUIS 55-14 
9 CINCINNATI (N) 17-23 
15 AT San Diego 13-14 
22 AT New England 10-14 
29 BALTIMORE 4 p.m, _ 17-6 
Nov. 5 DALLAS 4 pm. — 
12 AT Buffalo 13-0 
20 AT Houston (N) 27-7 
26 N.Y. JETS 21-17 
Dec. 3 AT Washington — 
10 OAKLAND 4 p.m. — 
18 NEW ENGLAND (N) 17-5 
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age was second in the NFL. 

Garo Yepremian had a sour 
season as the place kicker. He 
kicked only 10 field goals in 22 
tries. The Dolphins dwell on his 
career accuracy mark, 161 of 
247) and his work inside the vital 
39-yard line (106 of 129), but it’s 
still a “what’s he done for us 
lately” game. 

If Garo doesn’t start out well, 
his replacement is at hand. Mike 
Michel, who won the punting job 
as a rookie, also kicks field goals. 
He booted 45 and 43-yarders in 
an exhibition game last year. 

Michel underwent foot sur- 
gery, which may help his punting 
average, 38.2, 

If Michel did have to place 
kick, his predecessor, Larry Sei- 
ple, a backup tight end, can re- 
sume his old duties if Shula 
doesn’t want one man doing both 


jobs, 
DOLPHINS’ VETERAN ROSTER 
No. Name Pos, Ht. Wt. Age Me ll 
* . . e 
rhe Alexander, John DE 6-2% 250 22 2 Rutgers 
85 Anderson, Terry WR 5-9 182 22 2 B.-Cookman 
49 Babb, Charlie S$ 6-0 190 27 7 Memphis St. 
52 Ball, Larry 1B 66 235 28 7 Louisville 
78 Barisich, Carl DT 6-4 255 26 6 Princeton 
73 Baumhower, Bob OT 65 258 22 2 Alabama 
58 Bokamper, Kim LB 6-6 245 23 2 San Jose St. 
31 Bulaich, Norm RB Gl 212 31 9 TCU 
51 Chambers, R. LB 6-1 220 24 4 Tulane 
44 Cornelius, C, CB 5-9 176 25 2 B,-Cookman 
71 Current, Mike T 64 270 32 12 OhioSt. 
27 Davis, Gary RB 5-10 202 23 3 C,P.—Obispo 
83 DenHerder, V. DE 6-6 252 29 8 Central jowa 
77 Duhe, A.J. DE 6-4 247 22 2 LSU 
75 Dvorak, Rick DE 6-4 245 25 4 Wichita St. 
25 Fo Tim SCB 60 194 29 8 Purdue 
50 Gort on, any LB 6-4 230 24 3 Arizona St. 
12 Griese,'B QB 6-1 190 32 12 Purdue 
82 Harris, Durie! WR 5-11 175 23 3 N. Mex. St, 
38 Harris, Leroy RB §-9¥2 220 23 2 Arkansas St. 
72 Heinz, Bob OT 66 260 30 9 Pacific 
45 Johnson, Curtis CB 6-1 196 29 9 Toledo 
67 Kuechenberg,8. G-T 6-2 255 30 9 Notre Dame 
62 Langer, Jim C 62 253 29 9 So. Dakota St. 
66 Little, Larry G-T 6-1 265 32 12 8,-Cookman 
32 Malone, Benny RB 5-10 193 25 5 Arizona St. 
88 Mandich, Jim TE 6-2 214 29 9 Michigan 
53 Matheson, poe LB 64 235 33 12 Duke 
80 McC rear e TE 6-5 227 24 3 Tenn. St. 
17 Michel, ike P-K 51042177 23 2 Stanford 
89 Moore, N at WR 59 180 26 5 Florida 
79 Moore, Wayne T 67 265 32 9 Lamar 
64 Newman, Ed G 62 245 26 6 Duke 
36 Nottingham, D. RB 510 210 28 8 KentSt. 
65 Pesuit, Wally G-T 64% 250 23 2 Kentucky 
55 Rhone, Earnest LB 6-2 212 24 3 Henderson 
59 Roberts, Guy LB 6-1 220 27 7 Maryland 
20 Selple, Larry P-WR 6-0 214 32 12 Kentucky 
10 Strock, Don QB 6-5 220 27 5 Va, Tech 
41 Thomas, Norris CB 5-11 175 23 2 So, Miss. 
87 Tillman, Andre TE 6-5 230 25 4 Texas Tech 
56 hat Steve + 6-2 233 24 4 Kansas 
21 Volk, 63 195 32 12 Michigan 
24 Will Bee Delvin RB 6-0 197 27 5 Kansas 
1 Yepremian, Garo K 5-8 175 33 11 No college 
74 Young, Steve T 6-8 263 24 3 Colorado 
DRAFTEES 
Round Pos. Ht. Wt. Age College 
2 Benjamin, Guy QB 6-3 198 22 Stanford 
3 Smith, Lyman DT 65 250 21 Duke 
Cefalo, Jimmy WR 6-0 188 21 Penn St. 
4 Smali, Geral CB 5-11 187 21 S. Jose St. 
Laakso, Eric OT 6-4 265 21 Tulane 
5 Burgmeier, Ted CB 5-10 185 22 Notre Dame 
6 Betters, Doug DE 6-7 250 22 Reno 
7 Baldischwiler, K. OT 6-4 267 22 Oklahoma 
Henry, Lloyd WR 6-3 208 21 N.E. Mo, 
8 Clancy, Sean LB 63 218 22 Amherst 
9 Hardy, Bruce TE 6-4 235 22 Arizona St, 
10 Dennard, Mark C 6-1 250 21 Tex. A&M 
12 Moore, Mike RB 6-0 198 22 Mid Tenn, 
Kenney, Bill QB 6-4 213 22 N, Colorado 
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NEW ENGLAND 
PATRIOTS 


PREDICTION 2nd 


L abor strikes are becoming a 
familiar tradition in New 
England football. 

A couple of years ago the 
whole Patriot team went on 
strike before the season started. 
It turned out all right, because 
in those days the Pats always 
played as if they were on strike 
anyway. 

But current times are different. 

The Patriots are supposed to 
be among the creme de la creme 
of the National Football League. 
Management cringes at the mere 
sight of a picket line. 

Last year New England was 
struck by only two workers. But 
what workers! It was the left side 
of the offensive line, guard John 
Hannah and tackle Leon Gray. 

It wasn’t anything serious. It 
was just as if the Boston Pops 
lost its entire string section. The 
Pats do most of their business 
over Hannah and Gray. Their 
business is running the football. 
The Patriots throw the ball only 
when there is nothing better to 
do with it. 

Hannah and Gray took a hike 


early in the regular season. 
That’s unheard of. Football 
strikes usually occur during 


training camp, when they don’t 
mean anything. But the players’ 
agent is Howard Slusher, who is 
Darth Vader to the NFL. 

Gray and Hannah had valid 
contracts, so a players-owners 
committee ruled that they had to 
return to their team. But in the 
aftermath of the walkout, the 
Pats were so unsettled that they 
lost to a pair of patsies—the New 
York Jets and Buffalo. 

The final standings in the 
Eastern Division pennant race 
read like this: 

Baltimore 10-4 

Miami 10-4 

New England 9-5 

The losses to the Jets and Bills 
cost the Patriots the playoffs. 
Who knows? It might have cost 


SAM CUNNINGHAM, eighth-ranked rusher in NFL, gets solid support from 
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CHUCK FAIRBANKS, Coach. 

Assistants: Hank Bullough, Ron 
Erhardt, Charlie Summer, Tom 
Yewcic, John Polonchek, Ray 
Berry, Jim Ringo, Fritz Shurmur. 


New England Pats’ JOHN HANNAH, SAM ADAMS (61) and BOB McKAY (66). 


them the Super Bowl? 

The players-owners committee 
also ruled that the Hannah-Gray 
wrangle, which is concerned with 
renegotiation of their contracts, 
could resume this year. So look 
for more of the same turmoil. 

Hannah says he would be 
happier slopping his hogs down in 
Alabama than playing in New 
England. Gray talks of going 
elsewhere. Even if they do play 
for the Pats, the unrest could be- 
come infectious. 

Despite all his troubles, Han- 
nah was voted the NFL’s best 
offensive lineman by his col- 
leagues in the players’ Associa- 
tion. Gray is Pro Bowl quality. 
They are the heart of the offense. 

If they could sooth the Gray- 
Hannah trouble, the Pats could 
go a long way in this year’s 
championship race. 

New England plays sound de- 


fense and the Pats can run the 
ball with vigor, two qualities 
which are necessary for teams 
with Super Bowl ambitions. 

The Pats finished sixth in the 
NFL in rushing last year, despite 
the Hannah-Gray strike and de- 
spite losing starting halfback 
Andy Johnson for the entire sea- 
son. 

They finished fifth overall de- 
fensively and strangled the run. 
Only Denver played it better, 
When they can’t run against the 
Patriots, teams have to pass. 
When they have to pass, the 
quarterback is in trouble. The 
Pats savaged passers for 58 sacks 
last year, best in the league and 
five more than the runnerup, 
Dallas’ Doomsday Defense. 

Fullback Sam Cunningham, 
possibly the best pure power 
running in the NFL now, played 
hurt and still gained 1015 yards. 
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Don Calhoun, really another full- 
back, played halfback when 
Johnson got hurt and gained 727. 

When you defense the Pats, 
you also have to defense the 
quarterback as a runner. Steve 
Grogan didn’t have the same sort 
of year he did when he ran for 12 
touchdowns and a 6.6-yard per- 
carry average in 1976, but he still 
averaged 5.3 on his 61 trips. He 
scored only once. 

Grogran the passer did just 
about as well as the year before, 
throwing for 17 scores and accu- 
mulating 2162 yards. 

This year the running game 
should be more versatile with the 
return of Andy Johnson and the 
development of Ike Forte and 
Horace Ivory. Johnson, the start- 
ing running back, missed all of 
*77 due to a knee injury. He was 
just starting to contribute heav- 
ily after his conversion from col- 
lege quarterback. 

Ivory and Forte have the kind 
of speed which would allow a 
change of pace in the attack. The 
only back drafted was Mosi Ta- 
tupu of Southern California, a 
blocking fullback. 

There is more to the offensive 
line than Hannah and Gray. 


MATT CAVANAUGH, rookie from Pitt, is coming off knee 
operation and figures as Patriots quarterback of the future. 


Sam Adams is a sound guard 
and Bill Lenkaitis a center with 
11 year’s experience. The prob- 
lem is right tackle. Bob McKay, 
Shelby Jordan and 13-year vet- 
eran Tommy Neville have played 
there with indifferent results. 

The big question is when Pete 
Brock is going to sprout? He was 
a highly-touted first-round choice 
two years ago, but Brock hasn’t 
been able to break in as a center 
or guard. Yet the Patriots are ru- 
mored to have turned down a 
first and second-round draft pick 
for him last spring. Fred Sturt is 
another reserve guard. 

Chuck Fairbanks, the head 
coach, has a super tight end in 
Russ Francis, around whom the 
passing game is built. But Fair- 
banks isn’t satisfied with just 
one. He has used three tight ends 
at the same time in goal-line situ- 
ations. The idea is to get block- 
ing mismatches with mastodons 
like Francis and Don Hasselbeck 
against little corner backs. It 
works. 

Hasselbeck also caught four 
touchdown passes as a rookie. 

With the defenses concentrat- 
ing on Francis, both Patriot wide 
receivers had outstanding years. 
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Veteran Darryl Stingley 
caught 39 passes for a 16.8-yard 
average and 5 _ touchdowns. 
Rookie flash Stanley Morgan av- 
erage 21.1 yards on his 21 
catches, three of which went for 
touchdowns. 

Steve Burks is the only ex- 
perienced backup wide receiver. 
Don Westbrook didn’t catch a 
ball in his rookie season. But the 
draft brings a first-rate talent, 
6-2, 180-pound Carlos Pennywell 
of Grambling, who has speed and 
hands. 

Behind Francis and Hassel- 
beck at tight end is Al Chandler. 
Brock also is used there in block- 
ing situations. 

John Smith does a satisfactory 
job as the field goal kicker. He 
connected of 15 of 21 last year. 
Mike Patrick averaged a soggy 
36.2 as the punter. 

Despite all the sacks and the 
good record against the run, the 
Pats didn’t place a defensive line- 
man or linebacker on the Pro 
Bowl squad. 

This team does it, for the most 
part, with numbers. 

Julius Adams is the top all-a- 
round defensive lineman at end, 
but Ray Hamilton splits the time 


RUSS FRANCIS, Patriots tight end, makes running grab 
as Buffalo's safety TONY GREEN reaches scene too late. 
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PRENTICE McCRAY, Pats safety, lends 
five years experience as professional. 


with Richard Bishop at nose 
guard. Mel Lunsford is the 
starter of record across from 
Adams, but Tony McGee plays 
as much and is the team’s best 
pass rusher. . 

They’ll try to work Greg Boy 
into the rotation this year. 

Inside linebacker Steve Nelson 
is a quality palyer, one of the 
most underrated in the league. 
His partner, Sam Hunt,: is the 
best fat linebacker in the NFL. 

There could be a change in the 
outside linebackers. Pete Barnes 
is 33 and Rod Shoate, who stayed 
injury free for a change, is good 
enough to start. Steve Zabel had 
his best pro season at the age of 
29. 

Behind them are experienced 
Steve King, tough Ray Costict 
and Jim MRomainiszyn, who 
missed the ’77 season due to in- 
jury. 

Mike Haynes, the NFL defen- 
sive rookie of the year in ’76, was 
a pro Bowl corner back last year. 
He’s excellent. He gave up his 
punt return duties to Morgan, 
who finished second in the NFL 
with a 13.8 yards average. 

At the other corner, 33-year- 
old Bob Howard will be pressed 
to keep his job from Raymond 
Clayborn, a first-round draftee 
last year. Clayborn occupied him- 
self last year by leading the 
league in kickoff returns with a 
31-yard average and three touch- 


down returns of 101, 100 and 93 
yards. 

Tim Fox is a fixture at free 
safety. Prentice McCray is the 
experienced strong safety. 
Backup Dick Conn plays well on 
special teams. Doug Beaudoin is 
the extra defensive back. 

As usual, the Pats had a good 
draft. 

The top pick was Bob Cryder, 
a Hannah-like, 270-pound guard 
from Alabama who will be insur- 
ance against Hannah returning to 
the hogs. 

The best pick might have come 
on Round 2, where the Pats got 
Pitt quarterback Matt Cavan- 
augh. He didn’t go on Round 1 be- 
cause he needed knee surgery. 
The Pats, with Grogan and 
Owen, can afford to wait for him. 

Pennywell may be the heaviest 
contributor as a rookie. 

Others who should help in the 
future are Tennessee State offen- 
sive tackle Dwight Wheeler, 
South Dakota State linebacker 
Bill Matthews, Texas A&I line- 
backer Mike Hawkins and an- 
other big guard from Montana, 
Terry Falcon, 


1977 LEADERS AND AFC RATINGS 
SCORING—Smith, 78 points on 33 
XP, 15 field goals T. 5th 
RUSHING—Cunningham, 270 carries 


for 1015 yds., 3.8 Avg., 4 TDs a ate 
PASSING—Grogan, 160 of 305 at- 
tempts for 2162 yds, 17 TDs ..... 7th 
RECEIVING—Cunningham, (rb), 42 
receptions for 370 yds., 88 Aveg., 
DRIES be tee, copa teas an erens eik. e oe e 13th 
INTERCEPTIONS—Haynes, 5 for 54 
Vase IOLS VAyp iis cok ts bourses 14th 
PUNTING—Patrick, 65 punts, 36.2 
Avg., longest 64 yds. ............. 14th 
PUNT RETURNS—Morgan, 16 for 220 
VAR ASDA V Ry otra eens ae neerenie 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Clayborn, 28 for 
269 yds., 31.0 Avg. ......... ea et 
Pre-season Games 
Aug. 5 AT Los Angeles (N) 
12 AT Oakland 6 p.m. 
20 KANSAS CITY 
27 CLEVELAND 
1978 SCHEDULE 1977 Scores 
Sept. 3 WASHINGTON —_ 
10 AT St. Louis — 
28 BALTIMORE (N) 17-3 
24 AT Oakland 6 p.m. —_ 
Oct. 1 SAN DIEGO 24-20 
8 PHILADELPHIA 14-6 
15 AT Cincinnati os 
22 MIAMI 14-10 
29 N.Y. JETS 24-13 
Nov. 5 AT Buffalo 20-7 
12 HOUSTON — 
19 AT N.Y. Jets 27-30 
26 At Baltimore 4 p.m. 24-30 
Dec. 3 AT Dallas -— 
10 BUFFALO 14-24 
18 AT Miami (N) 5-17 


DON HASSELBECK, second-year pro, 
gives New England depth at tight end. 


PATRIOTS’ VETERAN ROSTER 
Yi 


ts. 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pp 
85 Adams, Julius DE 6-4 260 30 He ts ar 
61 Adams, Sam G 6-3 255 23 7 Prairie View 
59 Barnes, Pete LB 6-1 240 31 12 Southern 
27 Beaudoin, Doug S 6-1 195 24 3 Minnesota 
64 Bishop, Richard T 6-1 260 28 93 Louisville 
65 Boyd, Greg DE 6-6 270 25 2 S. Diego St. 
58 Brock, Pete C-G 6-5 260 24 3 Colorado 
21 Brown, Sidney DB 6-0 186 23 1 Oklahoma 
82 Burks, Steve WR 6-5 210 25 4 Ark. State 
44 Calhoun, Don RB 6-0 215 26 5 Kansas St. 
87 Chandler, Al TE 6-2 228 27 § Oklahoma 
26 Clayborn, R. CB 6-1 181 23 2 Texas 
22 Conn, Dick S$ 60 185 27 § Georgia 
55 Costict, Ray LB 6-0 214 23 2 Miss, State 
39 Cunningham,S RB 6-3 230 28 6 So. Calif. 

76 Cusick, Pete T 6-1 255 25 3 Ohio St. 

38 Forte, Ike RB 6-0 202 25 3 Arkansas 
48 Fox, Tim S 5-11 190 24 3 Ohio St. 
81 Francis, Russ TE 6-6 240 25 4 Oregon 

70 Gray, Leon T 6-3 255 27 6 Jackson St. 
14 Grogan, Steve QB 6-4 205 25 4 Kansas St. 
71 Hamilton, R. T 6-1 250 27 6 Oklahoma 
73 Hannah, John G 6-2 265 27 6 Alabama 
80 Hasselbeck,D. TE 6-7 245 23 2 Colorado 
40 Haynes, Mike CB 6-2 195 24 3 Arizona St. 
24 Howard, Bob CB 6-2 175 31 12 Sz. Diego St. 
50 Hunt, Sam LB 6-1 250 26 5 # S.F. Austin 
23 Ivory, Horace RB 6-0 197 23 2 Oklahoma 
32 Johnson, Andy RB 6-0 204 25 5 Georgia 
74 Jordan, Shelby T 6-7 260 26 3 Wash.(Mo.) 
52 King, Steve LB 6-4 228 27 6 Tulsa 
67 Lenkaltis, Bill C. 6-4 252 32 11 PennSt. 
72 Lunsford, Mel DE 6-3 260 28 6 Central @) 
34 McCray, P. S 6-1 190 27 5 Arizona St. 
78 McGee, Tony DE 6-4 250 29 8 Bishop 
66 McKay, Bob T 65 265 30 9 Texas 

Montgomery,G, LB 6-2 230 23 1 Alabama 
86 Morgan, Stanley WR 5-10 180 23 2 Tennessee 
57 Nelson, Steve LB 6-2 228 27 5 No. Dak. St. 
77 Neville, Tom T 6-4 255 35 13 Miss. State 
17 Owen, Tom QB: 6-1 200 26 5 Wichita St. 

2 Patrick, Mike P 6-0 195 25 4 Miss. St. 
35 Phillips, Jess RB 6-1 210 31 11 Michigan St. 
53 Romaniszyn,J. LB 6-1 220 26 5 Edinboro 
56 Shoate, Rod LB 61 215 25 3 Oklahoma 

1 Smith, John K 6-0 190 29 5 England 
84 Stingley, D. WR 6-0 193 26 6 Purdue 
63 Sturt, Fred G 6-4 255 27 4 Bowl. Green 
51 Vogele, Jerry LB 6-3 235 23 1 Michigan 
83 Westbrook,D. WR 5-10 188 24 2 Nebraska 
51 Zabel, Steve LB 6-4 228 30 9 Oklahoma 

DRAFTEES 
Round Pos. Ht. Wt. Age College 

1 Cryder, Bob OG 64 278 Alabama 

2 Cavanaugh,M. QB 6-1 219 21 Pittsburgh 
3 Pennywell, C. WR 6-2 180 21 Grambling 
4 Wheeler, Doane OT 6-3 275 22 Tenn. St. 

5 Matthews, Bill LB 6-2 235 21 So. D, St. 
6 Coleman, Kem LB 63 243 21 Mississippi 

7 Hawkins, Mike LB 6-2 232 22 Texas A&I 
8 Falcon, Terr. OG 6-3 278 22 Montana 

Tatupu, Mos RB 6-0 229 22 So. Calif. 

9 Peterson, Tim LB 6-2 232 22 Arizona St. 
10 itl Prag Bryan DB 6-0 189 22 Miami (Fla.) 
11 Williams,Charlie LB 6-0 222 22 Florida 
12 Gibney, John oC 65 262 21 Colgate 
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BALTIMORE COLTS 


PREDICTION 3rd 


et’s put the Baltimore Colts 

in historical perspective; at 
least recent historical perspec- 
tive. 

Just four seasons ago the Colts 
were one of the basket cases of 
pro football. They finished the 
1974 season with a 2-12 record. 

The next season, the club hired 
Ted Marchibroda as head coach. 
In his first year on the job, Mar- 
chibroda guided the Colts to a 
10-4 record and the Eastern Divi- 
sion championship of the Ameri- 
can Conference. 

Baltimore won the Eastern 
title every season since. Their 
record is 38-11 during the Mar- 
chibroda era, Their record 
within the division, one of the 
most competetive in the league, 
is 19-5. He is 5-1 against Don 
Shula, possibly the greatest 
coach of all time. 

So why are there so many 
doubters about the Colts’ right to 
be listed with the best teams in 
the league? Why is there so much 
skepticism about Marchibroda’s 
inclusion among the top coaches 
in football? Why is there so much 
sentiment toward picking Miami 
and New England to knock the 
Colts off their throne this season? 

Part of the answer might be in 
Baltimore’s inability to get be- 
yond the first round of the play- 
offs. It would be wrong to accuse 
the club of “choking.” They took 
Oakland into sudden-death over- 
time last December and chokers 
don’t do that. a better explana- 
tion might be that the Colts seem 
to lack killer instinct. 

A larger part of the answer 
might be in the way Marchibroda 
seemed to disintegrate under the 
pressure of last season. 

Ted was the image of a man 
under too much strain late last 
year. He got into a farcical beef 
with Shula when he tried to fire 
up his players during the first 
Miami game by claiming that 
Don was “laughing at them” 


- 


BERT JONES, fiery QB for Colts, 
connected for 2686 yards last year. 


when the Dolphins held a lead 
early in the game. He raved at 
Pete Rozelle for what he consid- 
ered an imaginary slight. He be- 
came over-cautious with his of- 
fense late in the season, which 
contributed to a 3-game losing 
streak which nearly cost the 
team the title. 

In the end, it took a contro- 
versial call by an official on an 
obvious fumble by quarterback 
Bert Jones to put the Colts in 
the playoffs. 

The official ruled that the ball 
was dead and that New England 
had not made a vital recovery in 
the last game of the season. The 
call might have saved the game 
for the Colts and kept Miami 
from winning the championship. 


Baltimore’s problems didn’t 
end there. 
After Oakland eliminated 


them, there was some loud sec- 
ond guessing of Jones by tight 
end Raymond Chester and wide 
receiver Glenn Doughty. Some 
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TED MARCHIBRODA, Coach. 
Assistants: Ralph Hawkins, Dick 
Dielski, Maxie Baughan, George 
Boutselis, Whitey Dovell, Ed 
Khayat. 


said part of it was due to racial 
turmoil on the team. 

The Colts don’t need those 
outside hassles this season. Both 
the Patriots and Dolphins are 
stronger and Baltimore will need 
all the marmony and concentra- 
tion it can muster. 

The talent is there. 

They start with Bert Jones, 
whom Joe Namath called, “the 
best in the business” last year. 

Jones has the most powerful 
and accurate arm in the league. 
He threw for more yards, 2686, 
than any passer in the NFL. His 
interception rate was matched 
only by Pat Haden of Los Ange- 
les, who threw 177 fewer passes 
than Jones. His passes accounted 
for 17 touchdowns. 

He is a fiery leader. Sometimes 
too fiery. His on-field hassles with 
officials would look more appro- 
priate in an NBA game and they 
sometimes unsettle his team- 
mates. 

But that will pass. He’ll mel- 
low soon. 

The amazing thing is that 
Jones is entering just his sixth 
NFL season. He won’t be 27 until 
a week after the season starts. He 
is nowhere near his prime, which 
is frightening for Colt foes. 

Jones’ statistics might be 
much glossier with better receiv- 
ing. His favorite long-distance 
target, Roger Carr, held out far 
into the summer last year and 
that contributed to a bunch of 
nagging injuries which kept him 
on the bench often. 

A racehorse type, Carr needs 
steady work to keep from suffer- 
ing nagging muscle pulls, which 
hinder his style. He caught only 
11 passes last year and scored 
just one touchdown. 

Doughty caught 28 balls, aver- 
aged 15.5 yards per catch and 
scored 4 touchdowns, not bad for 
a man the club tried to replace a 
year ago. Doughty’s replacement 
was supposed to be Randy 
Burke, last year’s No. 1 draft 
choice. But then Burke suffered a 
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shoulder injury which put him 
out for the season before it even 
began. 

Burke should make a challenge 
this year. So should Marshall 
Johnson, the ex halfback who 
also missed all of last season with 
an injury. Those two have what 
the Colts need badly—sprinter 
speed. 

Also in the running are Fred- 
die Scott, Carr’s replacement last 
year. He caught 18 passes for a 
14.8-yard average. Ricky Thomp- 
son and ex Jet Howard Satter- 
white also are on the roster. 

Chester’s post-season blast at 
Jones makes him vulnerable. He 
made some big plays in big 
games, especially the finale 
against New England. His statis- 
tics weren’t bad—31 catches for a 
17.9-yard average and 3 touch- 
downs. 

But he doesn’t do a lot of the 
things the Colts feel that a cham- 
pionship tight end should do. 

Behind him are Jimmie Ken- 
nedy and Mack Alston, who 
played out his option in ’77. Nei- 
ther one is a threat to Chester, so 
his challenge would have to come 
from elsewhere. 

The Colts didn’t make it a se- 
cret that they tried to sign ex St. 
Louis star Terry Metcalf during 
the off-season. Metcalf finally 
signed with Toronto of the Cana- 
dian League for a bundle of cash. 
But the Colts admit that they 
need the kind of speed a Metcalf 
can produce in the backfield. 

Baltimore possesses one of the 


most versatile backs in football., 
Lydell Mitchell. Lydell ran for 
1159 yards in 301 carries and led 
the NFL with 71 receptions. 

His total yardage was 1779 
yards. But he is one of the slow- 
est NFL backs around, believe it 
or not, and the Colts need some- 
one who can turn the corner for 
them. 

There is a dillema at fullback, 
too. 

Marchibroda likes to go with 
safe, hard-blocking Roosevelt 
Leaks. He might be far better off 
playing Ron Lee, a man who 
doesn’t block quite as well but is 
far more explosive. Lee was the 
second-leading rusher with 346 
yards. He carried the ball 25 
more times than Leaks. 

Behind Mitchell is another 
plow horse, Don McCauley, whose 
value is in his clutch perform- 
ances—either on the goal line or in 
third-down situations. McCauley 
scored 8 touchdowns last year, 
giving him 30 in the last three 
seasons. He was the No. 2 Colt 
pass receiver with 51 catches. 

The future is with the No. 1 
draft choice, big, rugged Reese 
McCall of Auburn. McCall is a 
skilled blocker whom the Balti- 
more scouts feel could become a 
skilled receiver. 

He may not be ready right 
away. The Colts may have to live 
with Chester for another season. 
But in time, McCall will be the 
man. 

Mitchell is the back around 
whom the entire attack is built. 


GEORGE KUNZ, offensive tackle, was chosen to the All-Pro team for 
the fifth time last season and played in his seventh Pro Bowl contest. 
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He ran for 1159 yards last year, 
third in the AFC. He led the 
NFL in pass receptions with 71. 

Yet the Colts tried desperately 
to sign Terry Metcalf, who had 
played out his option with the St. 
Louis Cardinals. When Metcalf 
signed in Canada, the Colts tried 
to deal for a high draft pick, so 
that they might be able to land 
one of the top backs, like Earl 
Campbell, Terry Miller or Elvis 
Peacock. 

They were unsuccessful, so 
they still lack an important ele- 
ment: burning speed. Mitchell, 
for all his talent, is one of the 
slowest backs in the league. 

The draft brought three more 
backs—Ben Garry of Southern 
Mississippi, Jeff Logan of Ohio 
State and Monte Anthony of Ne- 
braska. Logan was once star for 
the Buckeyes. Anthony was a 
player of great potential and lit- 
tle production for the Cornhus- 
kers. 

There is one alteration in the 
veteran offensive line. When 
Elmer Collett, the seasoned left 
guard, got hurt, Ken Huff moved 
into the starting lineup at right 
guard with Bob Pratt moving 
over to the left side. At 33, Col- 
lett is a longshot to reclaim his 
job. Bob Van Duyne also is an 
experienced guard. 

George Kunz and David Tay- 
lor do well at tackle. Wade Griffin 
is their standby and Frank 
Myers of Texas A&M is the top 
draftee on the offensive line. Ken 
Mendenhall is a first-rate center. 


LYDELL MITCHELL led the Colts in 
rushing, the NFL in pass receptions. 


MIKE BARNES, Colts 


DT, had 31 
solo tackles, eight sacks last season. 


Behind him is former all-pro For- 
rest Blue and Orrin Olsen. 

The Colts’ defense is wrapped 
up in its line. 

The Sack pack mugged quar- 
terbacks 47 times last year. Tac- 
kle Mike Barnes was named the 
defensive lineman of the year by 
his colleagues in the NFL Play- 
ers’ Association. Barnes and end 
John Dutton were named to the 
pro Bowl squad. 

Fred Cook, the other end, 
played better than Dutton last 
year, in the opinion of many, and 
Joe Ehrmann, the other tackle, is 
first rate. 

Now the group can be even 
better. 

Veteran Herb Orvis, who can 
play tackle or end, was acquired 
from Detroit for insurance pur- 
poses. Last year’s No. 2 draftee. 
Mike Ozdowski, is healthy again 
after missing the entire ’77 sea- 
son due to injury. Also on hand 
are experienced reserves Ron 
Fernandes and Ken Novak. 

The big worry last year was 
over middle linebacker. 

Marchibroda had to play un- 
dersized Ed Simonini there and 
at times he was overwhelmed. 
Last spring the Colts traded with 
Kansas City for one-time all-pro 
Willie Lanier. Lanier is 33 but he 
is extra big and he may redis- 
cover his prime, playing behind 


Barnes and Ehrmann. 

The draft brought Mike 
Woods, a talented, tough kid from 
the U of Cincinati whom the 
coaches hope will learn from 
Lanier and soak up some of his 
class. 

Another youngster, Sanders 
Shriver, will take a pass at the 
starting outside linebacker posi- 
tion manned by Tom MacLeod. 


_ Shriver is faster. The other job 


belongs to Stan White, who 
makes as many pass intercep- 
tions as any linebacker in the 
NFL. 

Behind them are veterans Dan 
Dickel and Derrel Luce and 
rookie Calvin O’Neal. 

Norm Thompson gave a steady 
performance at corner after being 
signed as an option playout and 
Nelson Munsey has some out- 
standing games on the other side. 
Veterans backups are Doug Net- 
tles and Lloyd Mumphord. 

Lyle Blackwood was the sur- 
prise of the secondary with 10 in- 
terceptions after being claimed 
on waivers from Seattle. Bruce 
Laird is the steady strong safety. 
Ray Oldham and Tim Baylor are 
reserves. 

Toni Linhart kicked 17 of 26 


1977 LEADERS AND AFC RATINGS 
SCORING—Linhart, 83 points on 32 
XP, 17 field goals . 


. 2nd 
RUSHING—Mitchell, 301 carries for 


1159 yds., 3.9 Avg., 3 TDs 3rd 
PASSING—Jones, 224 of 393 at- 
tempts for 2686 yds., 17 TDs 3rd 
RECEIVING— Mitchell, (rb), 71 recep- 
tions for 620 yds., 8.7 Avg., 4 TDs Ist 
INTERCEPTIONS—Blackwood, 10 for 
163 yds., 16.3 Avg. 1st 
PUNTING—D. Lee, 82 punts, 38.3 
Avg., longest 59 yds. : 9th 
PUNT RETURNS—Stevens, 34 for 301 
yds., 8.9 Avg. 13th 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Laird, 24 for 
541 yds., 22.5 Avg. 10th 


Pre-season Games 
6 PITTSBURGH 
12 AT Tampa Bay (N) 
18 WASHINGTON (N) 
24 AT Detroit (N) 


Aug. 


1978 SCHEDULE 1977 Scores 


Sept. 4 AT Dallas (N) _ 
10 MIAMI 45-28 
18 AT New England (N) 3-17 
24 AT Buffalo 31-13 
Oct 1 PHILADELPHIA — 
8 AT St. Louis —_ 
15 N.Y. JETS 33-12 
22 DENVER 13-27 
29 AT Miami 6-17 
Nov. 6 WASHINGTON (N) 10-3 
12 AT Seattle 29-14 
19 CLEVELAND — 
26 NEW ENGLAND 30-24 
Dec. 3 AT N.Y. Jets 20-12 
9 AT Pittsburgh 31-21 
17 BUFFALO 17-14 


STREET AND SMITH‘S PRO FOOTBALL 


field goals last year. David Lee 
starts his 13 season as the Colts’ 
punter but the draft brought 
George Allen’s son, Bruce, who 


punted for Richmond. 
COLTS’ VETERAN ROSTER 
Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
83 Alston, Mack TE 65 233 30 9 Md,-East 
63 Barnes, Mike DT 6-6 256 27 6 Miami (Fla.) 
47 Baylor, Tim OB 6-6 191 23 3 Morgan St. 
44 Blackwood, lyle DB 6-0 190 26 6 TCU 
50 Blue, Forrest C 6-6 260 32 11 Auburn 
81 Carr, Roger WR 6-3 196 25 5 La. Tech 
87 Chester, Ray TE 6-4 236 29 9 Morgan St 
66 Collett, Eimer OG 6-5 246 33 12 San Fran. St 
72 Cook, Fred DE 6-3 243 25 5 So. Miss. 
55 Dickel, Dan LB 63 230 25 5 lowa 
35 Doughty, Glenn WR 6-1 205 26 7 Michigan 
78 Dutton, John DE 6-7 266 26 5 Nebraska 
76 Ehrmann, Joe DT 6-4 254 28 6 Syracuse 
73 Fernandes, Ron DE 6-4 255 26 4 East. Mich. 
69 Griffin, Wade OT 6-5 231 23 1 Mississippi 
Griggs, Perry KR 5-10 180 23 1 Troy St. 
Hammond, W. DT 6-5 250 22 2 Montana St. 
62 Huff, Ken OG 64 262 24 4 No. Carolina 
80 Johnson, M, WR 6-1 196 25 3 Houston 
7 Jones, Bert QB 6-3 212 26 6 LSU 
85 Kennedy, Jimmie TE 6-3 230 25 4 Colorado St. 
15 Kirkland, Mike QB 6-1 195 23 3 Arkansas 
75 Kunz, George OT 6-5 262 30 10 Notre Dame 
40 Laird, Bruce S 61 198 27 7 Amer. Intl. 
Lanier, Willie LB 6-1 245 32 12 Morgan St. 
48 Leaks, Roosevelt RB 5-10 225 24 4 Texas 
49 Lee, David P 6-5 216 34 13 La. Tech 
34 Lee, Ron RB 6-4 222 24 3 West Va. 
2 Linhart, Toni K 5-11 179 35 5 Austria 
58 Luce, Derrel LB 6-3 227 25 4 Baylor 
52 Macleod, Tom LB 6-4 224 26 5 Minnesota 
23 McCauley,Don RB 6-1 215 28 8 No, Carolina 
57 Mendenhall, Ken C 6-3 250 29 8 Oklahoma 
26 Mitchell, Lydell RB 5-11 198 29 7 Penn St, 
42 Mumpford, Lloyd CB 5-10 178 31 10 Tex. So’ern 
31 Munsey, Nelson CB 6-1 186 29 7 Wyoming 
30 Nettles, Doug CB 6-0 178 26 4 Vanderbilt 
74 Novak, Ken OT 6-7 264 23 3 Purdue 
25 Oldham, Ray DB 5-11 192 26 6 Mid. Tenn. 
Olsen, Orrin C 6-1 245 24 2 Brig. Young 
Orvis, Herb OT 6-5 255 31 7 Colorado 
Ozdowski, Mike DE 6-5 244 22 1 Virginia 
61 Pratt, Robert OG 6-4 248 26 5 No, Carolina 
28 Satterwhite, H. WR-KR5-11 185 24 3 S. Houston 
54 Shiver, Sanders LB 6-2 222 22 3 C.-Newman 
56 Simonini, Ed LB 6-0 210 23 3 Texas A&M 
27 Stevens, H. KR-RB,5-5 165 27 5 Louisville 
64 Taylor, David OT 6-5 264 28 6 Catawba 
43 Thompson, Norm CB 6-1 180 32 8 Utah 
88 Thompson, R. WR 6-0 176 23 3 Baylor 
12 Troup, Billy QB 6-5 215 26 5 So. Carolina 
67 Van Duyne, Bob G-T 6-4 244 25 5 Idaho 
53 White, Stan LB 6-1 223 28 7 OhioSt. 
Williams, Larry § 6-0 190 24 1 New Mex. St. 
DRAFTEES 
Round Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age College 
1 McCall,Reese TE 6-7 223 21 Auburn 
2 Woods, Mike LB 6-2 227 23 Cincinnati 
5 Myers, Frank T 6-5 255 31 Texas A&M 
6 Garry, Ben RB 6-1 200 21 Si'ern Miss, 
7 Logan, Jeff RB 5-9 185 21 Ohio St. 
8 Anthony, Monte RB 6-3 210 21 Nebraska 
9 Studdard, Dave T 6-4 250 22 Texas 
10 Owens, Dallas DB 5-11 195 21 Kentucky 
11 Mason, Henry WR 6-0 185 21 Cent. Mo. 
12 Allen, Bruce P 6-1 180 21 Richmond 
FREE AGENTS 
Name Pos, Ht. Wt. Age College 
Adzima, Steve DE 6-5 250 24 Hawaii 
Allen, Bruce P 6-1 180 Richmond 
Anthony, Monte RB 6-3 210 21 Lincoln 
Baker, Ron G6 6-3 238 23 Okla. St. 
Banks, Bill LB 6-1 225 22 Penn St. 
Bartley, Delasio RB 6-2 215 22 N. C, Central 
Burke, Randy WR 6-1 186 22 Kentucky 
Dark, Frank OB 6-0 186 24 Va. Union 
Farmer, Roger WR 6-3 195 22 Baker 
Feaster, Dexter WR 6-3 185 24 N. C. A&T 
Garry, Ben RB 6-1 200 21 So. Miss. 
Henderson, John DB 6-0 185 21 Georgia 
Lazaro, Ben T 6-3 265 22 Villanova 
Logan, Jeff RB 5-9 185 21 Ohio St. 
Mason, Henry WR 6-0 185 21 Central Mo. 
Reese, McCall TE 6-7 223 21 Auburn 
Miller, Tony DB 6-0 190 24 E. Kentucky 
Moore, Ric y DB 6-2 195 24 N.C. Central 
Myers, Fran OT 6-5 255 21 Texas A&M 
O'Neal, Calvin LB 6-1 235 23 Michigan 
Owens, Dallas DB 5-11 195 21 Kentucky 
Ozdowski, Mike DE 6-5 244 22 Virginia 
Robey, Dave OT 6-5 258 23 Cal St. (Pa,) 
Smith, Tom DB 5-10 180 23 Omaha 
Sochko, Mike P 6-0 185 22 Maryland 
Standefer,Dana QB 6-1 198 21 Franklin 
Studdard, H. OT 6-4 250 22 Texas 
Switalski, Richard C 6-5 248 22 Virginia 
Szczerba, Ed DT 6-4 250 23 Villanova 
Toran, Nate LB 6-1 235 23 Rutgers 
Washington, N. DE 6-7 240 23 lowa 
White, Henry HB 5-9 175 22 Colgate 
Williams, Larry DB 6-0 192 24 New Mexico 
Woods, Mike LB 6-2 227 23 Cincinnati 
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oy “the nation’s most is name in sports information.” 


A winning telephone service . . . at a newsletter price 


$95 COVERS THE ENTIRE 1978 SEASON! 


Biggest value ever! Look at our record vs. Las Vegas line: 
We believe ies football newsletter 80% College & 

printed on Tuesday is of little or no value 

come Saturday & Sunday. To be a Pro Best Bets 1977 
consistent winner, your selections must 71% Winning Weeks 1977 
be based on the latest information 4 

possible. Therefore, a late telephone 83% Pro Play-offs 1977 
service is necessary fora winning season. 80% Monday Nite NFL 1977 


FOOTBALL ECON-O-PHONE answers x ar 
this need economically & guarantees its 4 one time subscription fee of $95 


college & pro football selections are covers entire 1978 season! 
based on better & later information than 5-8 top college & pro selections are 
any newsletter in the country. released by telephone each weekend 


beginning late Friday Afternnoon. 


Our unique and disciplined approach 

coupled with our confidential sources, *Service runs thru Super Bowl! XIII 
which are unequalled in this business, 

are directly responsible for our *All selections are rated for preference 
unmatched success. You see, we don’t vs. late official line. 


pick winners, we find them! 
Bonus 


Our price is unbeatable. . . our Free Pro Exhibition Selections 


success is unmatched...why not _ Free! All Football Econ-o-phone 


subscribers will receive at no additional 
let FOOTBALL ECON-O-PHONE charge, our selections for the entire 1978 


beat the spread for you pro football pre-season. Order now & start 
this season. winning before the regular season begins. 


Mail Coupon Today 
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Make checks payable to 


AMERICAN P.O. Box 4662, Stamford, Ct. 06907 


sports wire 


Enclosed is my check/money order for $95 to cover 
my subscription to Football Econ-O-Phone for the 
entire 1978 football season. Rush me the special 
telephone number & calling hours. 


im: ) Executive 
= telephone service 


serious sports fan who demands that extra 
8 is the exclusive _ eee ine 
ts services.calt, se 


Name __ 


Address 


ith = State == Zip 


The special FOOTBALL ECON-O-PHONE telephone number & calling 
hours will be mailed to you upon receipt of your paid subscription. 
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BUFFALO BILLS 


PREDICTION 4th 


t’s the end of an era in Buffalo 
this season. The Bills are no 
longer the O.J. Simpson Bills. 

They are the Chuck Knox 
Bills. 

With O.J. gone to San Fran- 
cisco, the Bills will be remoldeled 
to Knox’s specifications. ‘Re- 
build” is a nasty word to the 
Buffalo fans. To them, the team 
has been in a constant rebuilding 
program for the last 10 years. 

The one constant was Simp- 
son, possibly the greatest breaka- 
way runner in the history of the 
NFL. No matter how dark the 
picture might get, there was al- 
ways O.J. With him, the Bills 
had the capacity to beat even the 
best teams. 

Except the last two seasons 
they hardly beat anyone. The 
victory total for 1976-77 was a 
dismal five. 

The low point was reached last 
Oct. 30 in Seattle when the ex- 
pansion Seahawks humiliated 


CHUCK KNOX, ex-Ram coach, is in 
tough spot, reviving the Buffalo Bills. 


Buffalo, 56-17. While Jim Zorn 
was throwing four touchdown 
passes and running for a fifth, the 
Bills sent O.J. into the line 9 
times for a mere 32 yards. 

It was the last time Simpson 
ran the ball for Buffalo,. Hobbled 
by a knee injury which later re- 
quired surgery, O.J. sat on the 
bench in despair for the last part 
of the game. 

For the man who once gained 
more than 2000 yards in a single 
season, his career in Buffalo had 
ended not with a bang but a 
whimper. 

At the age of 31, with the un- 
certainty of playing on a repaired 
knee, crestfallen at seeing his old 
teammates on other teams as a 
result of faulty trades, Simpson 
didn’t have a role on a team 
which was starting from scratch. 

So he was sent to the 49ers for 
a package made up exclusively of 
draft choices. Knox felt it was 
the best deal he was able to 
make, considering Juice’s age 
and the uncertainty of his physi- 
cal condition. 

Just how well the Bills make 
out in the barter depends upon 
how judiciously they used and 
will use the draft choices. 

In the last few years the Bills 
squandered their draft picks on 
total flops. That’s one reason 
owner Ralph Wilson signed Knox 
to a 6-year contract for $200,000 
a year. 

Knox knew nothing but suc- 
cess with the Los Angeles Rams. 
He won five division titles in his 
five seasons in LA. But Ange- 
lenos crabbed about the Rams 
being eliminated in the playofis. 

The standards of the Buffalo 
fans aren’t that high—yet. They 
would be satisfied with respecta- 
bility at first. 

Knox went about acquiring re- 
spect by re-organizing the foot- 
ball operation, starting with the 
personnel department. He made it 
clear that he feels anyone drafted 
by the Bills in the first five 
rounds from now on will make 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


CHUCK KNOX, Coach. 

Assistants: Tom Catlin, Jack Don- 
aldson, Elijah Pitts, Ray Procha- 
ska, Kay Stephenson, Jim Wag- 
staff, Willie Zapalac, Steve Moore. 


the team and contribute. 

On the football field, Knox 
does inherit some first-class as- 
sets, despite the record. Almost 
all the assets are on offense. 

He starts with an established 
quarterback, Joe Ferguson, who 
has been the Buffalo starter since 
1973. Fergy threw for 2803 yards 
last season, highest total in the 
NFL. 

It was a deceptive figure, since 
the Bills were behind so much 
that they threw far more than 
they really desired to. 

Knox is a coach who likes to 
run the ball. His Los Angeles 
team ran the ball more than any 
team in football last year. Only 
the New York Jets ran fewer 
times than Buffalo did in ’77. 

Knox knows that Buffalo can 
be a strong running team again, 
as they were during O.J.’s most 
successful years. The Bills still 
have the nucleus of a good offen- 
sive line—all-pro guard Joe De- 
Lamielleure, pulling guard Reg- 
gie McKenzie and a developing 
young tackle, Joe Devlin. Full- 
back Jim Braxton is a superb 
blocker. 

That influenced Knox to make 
the pick he did in the college 
draft: Oklahoma State’s great 
runner Terry Miller, a halfback 
who ran for 100 or more yards in 
19 straight games. 

Miller may not be another 
O.J., but he could be another 
Terry Metcalf, a Tony Dorsett or 
a Walter Payton. Gil Brandt, 
Dallas’ highly-esteemed vice 
president for personnel, predicted 
Miller would gain 1000 yards in 
his rookie year. 

In the Bills’ only major victory 
last year, an upset over New 
England, they stayed on the 
ground and pounded out 155 
yards for Roland Hooks, a 
backup halfback, in the absence 
of O.J. That was against one of 
the best anti-run defenses in 
football. 

Knox thinks that’s the route to 
follow. 
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JOE FERGUSON, entering sixth pro campaign, threw for 2803 yards last 
season as the hapless Buffalo Bills were forced to play catchup football. 


Only New England’s John 
Hannah can give DeLamielleure 
an argument as to who is the 
best guard in the NFL. Mc- 
Kenzie was O.J.’s “Main Man,” 
especially running sweeps. Reggie 
still has the required speed and 
desire. 

Devlin is a big speedy tackle 
who has an unlimited future. The 
trouble spots in the line begin 
with the position opposite him. 
Dave Foley retired after last sea- 
son, so the other tackle job is 
wide open. 

In an effort to solve the prob- 
lem, Knox switched Paul Sey- 
mour, the starting tight end for 
five years, to tackle. Seymour 
was a tackle his senior year at 
Michigan and was drafted by the 
Bills to play that position, but 
then was pressed into duty at 
tight end. 

Also on hand is Ken Jones, a 
tough, 250-pounder who wasted 
his rookie season two years ago 
playing defensive end in an emer- 
gency experiment. 

In a just-in-case move, Knox 
signed Winston Hill, the 36- 


year-old, 15-year veteran who 
used to be an all-pro with the 
Jets. 

Willie Parker moved into Mike 
Montler’s old job at center last 
year when Montler was shipped 
to Denver after a contract dis- 
pute. But Parker came to the 
Bills originally in a trade with 
Los Angeles. Knox was the coach 
who made the trade for LA, so 
Parker is vulnerable. 

The only other pivot on the 
roster is untried Connie Zelencik, 
but Knox may move Bill Adams, 
a rugged guard who hasn’t been 
able to move DeLamielleure or 
McKenzie. 

The draft brought tackle Eric 
Smith of Mississippi State and 
center Will Grant of Kentucky, 
but both are projects for the fu- 
ture. 

To replace Seymour at tight 
end, Knox has given the job to 
Reuben Gant, who divided time 
with Seymour last year. Gant 
played mostly on passing down, 
but the coach thinks he can block 
well enough. Gant averaged 15.8 
yards on his 41 catches. 
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JOE DeLAMIELLEURE, seven-year vet, 
is offensive mainstay for Buffalo Bills. 


Buffalo’s No. 1 receiver is Bob 
Chandler, who led the NFL wide 
receivers for the second straight 
year with 60 catches. His per- 
catch average was 12.4 yards and 
most of his receptions came with 
defenders hanging on his back. 

The problem was that the Bills 
had no other wide receiver to 
complement him. 

John Holland was the leading 
candidate for the job last year, 
but missed the last 11 games 
after suffering a broken jaw. 
John Kimbrough averaged 20.7 
yards on 10 catches in his rookie 
season, but showed a reluctance 
to catch over the middle. 

Draftee Danny (The Steam 
Machine) Fulton of Nebraska- 
Omaha, has as good a chance as 
anyone. 

Also available are veterans Lou 
Piccone and Len Willis. Battling 
for a job as backup to Gant is 
rookie Ken Spaeth of Nebraska. 

There is no _ experienced 
backup at quarterback. Ferguson 
played every down last year. Ken 
Johnson, who played in the 
WEL, and rookie Fred Besana, 
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watched. A new entrant is David 
Fowler, whom Knox had in the 
Los Angeles training camp last 
year. 

The Bills’ draft also brought 
another highly touted runner, 
fullback Dennis Johnson of Mis- 
Sissippi State, who is coming 
back from January knee surgery. 
Except for that, he may have 
gone in the first round. He is 
odds on to back up Braxton, a 
role played last year by Mike 
Franckowiak, who may be 
. switched to tight end. 

Trying to make Miller justify 
his reputation will be Hooks, who 
finished as last year’s starter, as 
well as Mike Collier, Stan Win- 
frey and Curtis Brown. Winfrey 
may be switched to fullback, 
Brown was a promising rookie 
until a knee injury sidelined him 
at mid season. 

Steve Powell of Northeast Mis- 
souri State is another candidate. 

Defensively the Bills were a 
disaster last year. 

They finished 23 in total de- 
fense and 25th against the run. 
Their 17 sacks were the lowest in 
the NFL. 

The troubles start in the de- 
fensive line. Buffalo had two sec- 
ond-round draft choices and used 
both of them to select defensive 
linemen, Dee Hardison of North 
Carolina and Scott Hutchinson of 
Florida. Both have an excellent 
chance to start as rookies. 

The only incumbent linemen 
with passing grades was tackle 
Mike Kadish. Last vear’s No. 1 
draftee, Phil Dokes, hardly 
played. He’ll get a cram course 
this season. 

The incumbent ends are Sher- 
man White and Ben Williams. 
Patience is running thin with 
White. Williams makes some 
great plays and some bad ones. 
Others in the battle are veteran 
Bill Dunstan, John Little and 
Greg Morton. 

The linebacking isn’t much 
better than the defensive line 
play. 

Rookie Shane Nelson was one 
bright spot last year, but he may 
give way to veteran John Skoru- 
pan, who went out for the season 
with an early injury. The other 
outside backer, Dan Jilek, is 
young and has a chance to im- 
prove. 


The incumbent middle line- 
backer, Mery Krakau, has no 
range and could lose his job to 
rookie Mario Celotto of Southern 
California, if Celotto’s knees are 
in healthy condition. 

Backups include Tom Ruud, 
Bo Cornell, Greg Collins, and 
rookie Gerald Blanton of Ken- 
tucky. 

The situation is healthier in 
the secondary. Corner Mario 
Clark is a first-rate player and 
Dwight Harrison can be when he 
is interested. Free safety Tony 
Greene made the Pro Bowl again. 
Doug Jones is a hitter at strong 
safety. 

The backups include Keith 
Moody, one of the NFL’s top 
punt returners, Steve Freeman 
and Charles Romes. 

Both kickers could lose their 
jobs. Knox brought in veteran 
Tom Dempsey to challenge place 
kicker Carson Long. Knox cut 
Long in LA last year. 

Rusty Jackson, who punted for 
the Rams in ’76, will push Marv 
Bateman whose average is good 
but allows too many long returns 
due to his tendency to kick line 
drives. 


1977 LEADERS AND AFC RATINGS 
SCORING—Long, 34 points on 13 
XP, 7 field goals 
RUSHING—Simpson, 126 carries for 


32nd 


557 yds., 4.4 Avg. 15th 
PASSING—Ferguson, 221 of 457 at- 
tempts for 2803 yds., 12 TDs 13th 


RECEIVING—Chandler, 60 receptions 
for 745 yds., 12.4 Avg., 4 TDs 
INTERCEPTIONS—Greene, 9 for 144 


2nd 


yds., 16.0 Avg. 2nd 
PUNTING—Bateman, 81 punts, 39.9 
Avg., longest 75 yds. 4th 
PUNT RETURNS—Moody, 15 for 196 
yds., 13.1 Avg., 1 TD . .. 3rd 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Kimbrough, 15 
for 346 yds., 23.1 Avg. 6th 


Pre-season Games 

5 AT Detroit (N) 
12 CLEVELAND (N) 
19 DENVER (N) 

26 AT Minnesota (N) 


Aug. 


1978 SCHEDULE 1977 Scores 
Sept. 3 PITTSBURGH — 


10 N.Y. JETS 4 p.m. 19-24 
17 AT Miami 4 p.m 14-31 
24 BALTIMORE 13-31 
Oct. 1 KANSAS CITY — 
8 AT N.Y. Jets 14-10 
15 AT Houston = 
22 CINCINNATI — 
29 AT Cleveland 16-27 
Noy. 5 NEW ENGLAND 7-20 
12 MIAMI 0-13 
18 AT Tampa Bay — 
26 N.Y. GIANTS — 
Dec. 3 AT Kansas City — 
10 AT New England 24-14 
17 AT Baltimore 14-17 


TERRY MILLER could become the Buf- 
falo Bills top rusher in rookie season. 


BILLS’ VETERAN ROSTER 


Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Ht. os 6 e Pro College 
60 Adams, Bill G 6-2 6 Holy Cross 
7 Bateman, Marv P 6-4 ae 7 
11 Besana, Fred QB 64 200 3 1 California 
Blackwell, Willie LB 6-2 225 23 1 Mor. Brown 
34 Braxton, Jim RB 6-1 240 28 8 WestVa. 
47 Brown, Curtis RB 5-10 203 23 2 Missouri 
81 Chandler, Bob WR 6-1 180 28 8 So. Calif. 
29 Clark, Mario CB 6-2 195 23 3 Oregon 
35 Collier, Mike RB 5-11 200 24 3 Morgan St. 
50 Collins, Greg LB 6-2 235 25 4 Notre Dame 
30 Cornell, Bo LB 6-2 220 28 & Washington 
68 DeLamielleure,J. G 6-3 245 26 6 Michigan St. 
Oempsey, Tom K 61 260 31 10 Palomar 
70 Devlin, Joe T 65 250 23 3 Iowa 
85 Dokes, Phil DE 65 255 22 2 Okla, St. 
76 Dunstan, Bill OT 6-4 255 28 6 Utah St. 
12 Ferguson, Joe QB 6-1 195 27 6 Arkansas 
78 Foley, Dave T 6-5 247 30 9 Ohio St. 
Fowler, David QB 6-2 200 23 1 Memphis St, 
36 Franckowiak,M. RB 6-3 225 24 4 Cent. Mich. 
22 Freeman, Steve DB 5-11 185 24 4 Miss. State 
88 Gant, Reuben TE 6-4 225 25 5 Okla. St. 
43 Greene, Tony S 5-10 175 28 8 Raretand 
Harriman, Brad 3G 6-5 267 23 1 Rolla 
28 Harrison, D. CB 6-2 185 29 8 Texas A&l 
Hill, Winston T 64 290 36 16 Tex. So’ern 
80 Holland, John WR 6-1 190 25 § Tenn. St. 
25 Hooks, Roland RB 6-0 195 24 3 N.C. State 
51 Jilek, Dan LB 6-2 225 24 3 Michigan 
14 Johnson, Ken QB 6-2 205 26 2 Colorado 
24 Jones, Doug § 6-2 205 26 5 Cal-State 
73 Jones, Ken T 6-5 250 25 3 Arkansas St, 
71 Kadish, Mike OT 6-5 270 27 § Notre Dame 
82 Kimbrough, J. WR 5-10 165 23 2 St. Cloud 
52 Krakau, Merv LB 6-2 230 26 6 lowaSt 
72 Little, John OT 63 250 30 9 Okla. St. 

5 Long, Carson K 5-10 200 23 2 Pittsburgh 
67 McKenzie, R. G 6-4 242 27 7 Michigan 
46 Moody, Keith OB 5-10 170 24 3 Syracuse 
79 Morton, Greg DE 6-1. 230 24 2 Michigan 
56 Nelson, Bob L8 64 232 24 4 Nebraska 
59 Nelson, Shane LB 6-1 225 22 2 Baylor 
61 Parker, Willie C 6-3 245 29 7 N. Tex. St. 
89 Piccone, Lou WR 59 175 28 5 W, Liberty 
26 Romes, Charles DB 6-1 190 24 2 N.C. Central 
54 Ruud, Tom LB 6-3 230 24 4 Nebraska 
87 Seymour, Paul TE 6-5 245 27 6 Michigan 
55 Skorupan, John LB 6-3 225 26 6 Penn St. 
83 White, Sherman DE 6-5 250 29 7 California 
77 Williams, Ben DE 6-3 245 23 3 Mississippi 
86 Willis, Len WR 5-11 185 24 3 Ohio St. 

38 wintrey, Stan RB 5-11 220 24 4 Ark. St. 
53 Zelencik,Connie C 6-4 245 22 2 Purdue 
DRAFTEES 
Round Pos. Ht. Wt. Age raid oa 
1 Miller, Terry RB 5-10 196 22 Okla. St. 
2 Hardison, Dee DE 6-4 269 22 N. Carolina 
Hutchinson,S. DE 64 243 22 Florida 
3 Johnson, Dennis RB 6-3 220 22 Miss. St. 
Fulton, penny WR 6-2 180 22 Omaha 

4 Sanford, Lucius LB 6-2 217 22 Geo, Tech 

5 Spaeth, Ken TE 6-4 238 23 Nebraska 

6 Smith, Eric T 64 263 22 So. Miss. 

7 Celotto, Mario LB 6-3 234 22 So. Calif 

Powell, Steve RB 5-11 186 22 NE Mo, St 
10 Grant, Will C 6-3 248 23 Kentucky 
11 Blanton, Gerald LB G1 235 21 Kentucky 
12 Crump, Richard RB 6-0 205 23 Okla. A&M 
FREE AGENTS 
Yrs. 

Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
Blackwell, Willie LB 6-2 225 2. 1 Mor. Brown 
Bucher, James TE 6-4 220 23 1 Catawba 
Fowler. David QB 62 200 24 1 Memphis St. 
Harriman, Brad G 6-5 267 23 1 Rolla-Mo. 
Harvey, David P 6-0 180 24 R Northridge 
Johnson, Gerald WR 6-1 198 23 1 J.C. Smith 
Nichols, Sam G 6-1 245 22 R Miss. St. 
Quartaro, Nick K 61 210 22 R lowa 
Sark, Earl P-K 6-2 200 25 1 WN. Mex. St. 
Switzer, Marvin S 6-0 192 23  R Kansas St. 
Wingard, Walter FB 5-10 192 25 1 Dayton 
Zackery, Willie WR 6-1 185 21 1 Central (0,) 
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BEW ARE! 104 FOOTBALL 


GAMES WERE 
BETTING ON NATIONALLY TELECAST LAST 


TELECAST PRO OR COLLEGE SEASON 
FOOTBALL GAMES IS HOW MUCH 
EXTREMELY HAZARDOUS DID THEY 
TO YOUR BANKROLL! COST YOU? 


How many times last season did you feel like throwing your T.V. set out of the window after watching a game you knew you 
“couldn't lose’’. Picking winners in T.V. games is an impossible task for the amateur handicapper! The Las Vegas oddsmakers 
know quite well that emotion plays a very heavy role in your selection on a game you and 25 million other ‘sports fans’ will 
be viewing. Because of this emotional frenzy, the Las Vegas oddsmaker gains a tremendous advantage over you by adjusting 
the “right” price on the game to one that is guaranteed to send you running to your local finance company! 


NSR TURNS THESE LINEMAKER TRAPS INTO TREATS! 
Last season Network Sports Reports correctly predicted 75 winners out of the 104 games telecast on CBS, NBC and ABC, a 
fantastic 72% winning season for its subscribers. Thats right! NSR analyzes and gives you its expert opinion on each and every 
Pro and College football game shown on network T.V. Even better, look at NSR’‘s record on our 8 T.V. specials last season. 


September 19, 1977 Pittsburg (-13) over San Francisco Lt)em a'7-O 

October 1, 1977 Michigan (-7%) over Texas A&M Win A/- 3 

October 15, 1977 Michigan (-18) over Wisconsin bm 56-0 

October 23, 1977 New England _(-2) over Baltimore Cen fas 

November 5, 1977 Georgia (+4) over Florida Kove Pie KR 

November 24, 1977 Miami (+4) over St. Louis Wen at aeg Wt DSia/y 
December 28, 1977 N.C. State (+3) over lowa State Win Outre “q~ RY -/4/ 
January 2, 1978 Arkansas (+17) over Oklahoma Um OH night” 35 -G 


YOU CAN'T AFFORD NOTTO SEND (jf 2 BM wAccouronTopay! Ma il 
THE $45 FOR YOUR FULL SEASON MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: if 
SUBSCRIPTION TO NSR! Bl NSR NETWORK SPORTS REPORTS 


516 5th Avenue! New York, N.Y. 10017 


Your $45 season subscription buys you all of the i (212) 575-1234 


following: ©) Enclosed is my check/money order for i3| 
$45 to cover my subscription. 
: . . . ‘ (| rT 
° 17 jam-packed weekly issues covering the first ff a al Mabe aie tibios amine 3 
telecast games in September through the Super- Leia aoe S& 
Bowl. a Credit il 
p mal 
e Each report is mailed to you First-class priority Na rier Expiration (3 
mail on Monday of each week. 3199400 ate 
fs “sate ' . Name 
e Early Bird Bonus. Subscriptions received prior a 
i . Address 
to August 4th will also get our pre-season issue i 
City 


covering every nationally televised pre-season 


game! State Se YO 
i“! bt btnntitnttin.n 
DON'T GET KILLED ON NATIONAL T.V. GAMES AGAIN THIS SEASON! 
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NEW YORK JETS 


PREDICTION ith 


n New York, followers of the 

Jets seem to be going over- 

board for the team’s new coach, 
Walt Michaels. 

The Jets won only three games 
in Michaels’ first season as head 
coach, but still it was “Walt this 
.., and... Walt that.” 

Certain types of players are 
spoken of as ‘Michaels’ players.” 

Who can blame them for want- 
ing Michaels to succeed? New 
York football has been so dismal 
the last several years, both with 
the Jets and the Giants, and 
there has been so much instabil- 
ity in coaching jobs for both 
teams, that it’s a natural thing. 

Even the Jets’ new president 
and chief operating officer, Jim 
Kensil, caught Michaels’ fever. 
Kensil was known as a _hard- 
nosed realist when he was Pete 
Rozelle’s No. 1 aide, but he has all 
but committed himself to Walt. 

The truth is that the Jets were 
3-11 with Michaels, the same as 
they were in 1976 and 1975, 
without Michaels. The truth is 
that after beating Buffalo and 
New England on consecutive un- 
days early in the season, the Jets 
went 1-9 for the rest of the year. 

There were some near misses 
against good teams such as Oak- 
land and Pittsburgh, but there 
was a dismal loss to a dismal Buf- 
falo team in the next-to-last 
game and a 27-0 loss to the re- 
soundingly mediocre Philadelphia 
Eagles on getaway day. 

“Realistically, you don’t cover 
up a 3-11 record,” admits Mi- 
chaels. “But in their hearts, the 
players feel they are better than 
that, and I agree with them. I 
think we took a big step for- 
ward,” 

Any further steps forward de- 
pend a great deal on how Richard 
Todd progresses as a pro quarter- 
back. 

Todd started surprisingly well 
in his second pro year. At mid- 
season the Jets led the AFC in 
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WALT MICHAELS, Coach. 

Assistants: Bob Fry, Joe Gardi, 
Dan Henning, Dan Sekanovich, 
Bob Ledbetier, John Idzik, John 


Mazur. 


RICHARD TODD, New York Jets’ quarterback, completed 50 percent of passes 
for 1863 yards last season, although missing three games due to injury. 


passing. It was his first season 
without the spectre of Joe Na- 
math in the background. 

Then he suffered a knee injury 
which put him out of the lineup 
for three games. When he re- 
turned, he never looked as sharp 
as he did early in the season. The 
Jets blame their blue finish on 
his injury. 

“TI think Richard silenced his 
critics last year,’’ says Michaels. 
‘Now he’s received a clean bill of 
health.” 

Todd threw for 1863 yards and 
11 touchdowns, compiling a 50.2 
completion percentage. That 
isn’t bad for a second-year quar- 
terback. He also showed a sound 
tendency to stay in the passing 
pocket. 

Todd was helped a great deal 
by a lineup shuffle made by Mi- 
chaels. 

The coach shifted Richard 
Caster from tight end to wide re- 
ceiver and brought Jerome 
Barkum from wide receiver to 
tight end. Barkum had played 
the tight position in college, so 


the transition wasn’t all that 
tough for him. 

Barkum caught 26 passes, six 
of which went for touchdowns. 
His per-catch average was a high, 
17.3. Caster got hurt shortly 
after the change, but he averaged 
20.5 yards on his 10 catches. 

The biggest change was the ad- 
dition of rookie Wesley Walker. 
The swift kid from California 
dropped a lot of balls, partricu- 
larly at the start, but he ended 
up with 35 catches for a 21.1- 
yard average, including the 
third-longest touchdown catch of 
the NFL season, 87 yards. 

Todd still uses fullback Clark 
Gaines as a security blanket. 
Gaines led the team in recep- 
tions again with 55. Clark also 
was the team’s rushing leader for 
the second time in as many years 
with 595. 

Which brings us to a contro- 
versy. 

Gaines is a good back, a man 
who was signed as a free agent in 
1976 and made the all-rookie 
team. But it’s doubtful if he 
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could start on many other clubs. 

Yet the Jets turned down a 
chance to draft Terry Miller, the 
Oklahoma running star, in the 
first round of the draft. Instead, 
they picked Chris Ward, the 
6-3, 274 pound Ohio State tackle 
who was considered the best 
offensive lineman in college foot- 
ball. 

That’s no knock against Ward. 
He and last year’s No. 1, Marvin 
Powell, give the Jets the most 
promising pair of young tackles 
in the NFL. 

But if Gaines is the best back 
the Jets possess, they are in trou- 
ble with their ground game. The 
highest-drafted back among their 
rookies is Dodie Donnell, a 
straight-ahead power back from 
Nebraska. 

Lined up alongside Gaines will 
be Scott Dierking, another full- 
back type who averaged 4 yards 
a carry on 79 carries. Behind 
them are Kevin Long and Tom 
Newton, both of whom had un- 


SCOTT DIERKING was Jets second 
best rusher with 315 yards in 1977. 


vo 


distinguished rookie seasons. 

The only back with size and 
speed is Charles White. He had 
the team’s longest run from 
scrimmage, 27 yards, in 1977. 
But White is mistake plagued 
and he is a fumbler. Also on this 
year’s list is little Louie Giam- 
mona, who missed last season 
due to injury. 

Bruce Harper had the best 
per-carry asverage, 4.5 yards in 
44 trips, last year, but at 5-8 and 
174 pounds, he’s really a return 
specialist. He does that very well, 
averaging 12.5 yards a punt re- 
turn and 24.6 a kickoff return in 
his rookie season. 

Not surprisingly, the Jets 
ended up third from the bottom 
of the NFL in ground gaining. 

With Ward obviously set to 
start, veteran Gary Puetz can 
move over from tackle to team 
with Randy Rasmussen at guard. 
Joe Fields is the center. They 
should get a lot of pass blocking 
work in front of Todd, consider- 


WESLEY WALKER averaged 21.1 
yards per catch, tops in the NEL. 
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ing the shape of the running 
game. 

Darrell Austin and Dan Alex- 
ander, who converted from defen- 
sive lineman in his rookie year, 
also are guard candidates. John 
Roman and Jeff Bleamer are 
extra tackles with Ken Helms a 
backupcenter. Other than Ward, 
the Jets didn’t draft an offensive 
lineman. 

Todd’s backup is Matt Rob- 
inson, who played some as a 
rookie. Marty Domres retired. 

The most promising backup 
wide receiver is Sheldon Diggs, 
who was claimed off Atlanta’s 
waiver list as a rookie, then got 
hurt as a Jet. Harper also is 
listed there. 

Mickey Schuler, a hard-block- 
ing tight end from Penn State, 
was the third-round draft choice. 
Bob Raba is the only other experi- 
enced tight end on the roster. 

The Jets had the worst pass 
defense in the NFL last year. 
They finished third from the bot- 


RICHARD CASTER caught only 10 
passes in 1977 because of injury. 


SS 


JOE KLECKO finished strong at DT for 
the New York Jets in 1977 campaign. 


4 


tom overall and fith from the bot- 
tom in defense against the run. 
There were 23 touchdown passes 
thrown against New York last 
year, the result of a weak pass 
rush and weaker corners. 

The only bright spot on the de- 
fensive line is Joe Klecko, the 
stubby tackle who got to play the 
last half of the season and led the 
Jets in sacks with eight. If the 
Jets follow the tide and switch to 
a 3-man line, Klecko would be 
the ideal nose guard since he 
played the position at Temple 
and is quick and strong. 

If the pass rush is to improve 
at all, Michaels will have to get 
more mileage out of Klecko’s col- 
leagues, Carl Barzilausas, one- 
time star tackle, was traded to 
Green Bay. 

Lawrence Pillers and John 
Hennessey are the defensive ends 
of record, with Richard Neal 
traded to New Orleans. Ex Oiler 
Al Burton or a free agent, Greg 
Murphy, could have something to 
say. Abdul Salaam finished the 
season as a starting tackle, but 
watch for a move from Tank 
Marshall, a high draft choice out 
of Texas A&M last year. Marshall 
missed the whole season due to 
injury. 

‘ Gregg Robinson of Dartmouth 
is the top drafted defensive line- 
man. 

The outlook is far brighter on 
the linebacking unit. Greg But- 
tle’s second pro season wasn’t as 
good as his first, but he still looks 
like a future star. Larry Keller 
and Bob Martin both have strong 
potential on the other side. They, 


like Buttle, are entering their 


third pro seasons. 


Change should take place at 
middle linebacker. The Jets have 
been trying to improve on John 
Ebersole for a couple of years 
and it appears they have the man 
they want in this year’s second- 
round draftee, Mark Merrill, who 
was a standup defensive end at 
Minnesota. 

Behind the starters are Mike 
Hennigan and Al Palewicz, but 
another rookie, Randy Sidler of 
Penn State, has them worried. 

Another bright spot is safety. 
Free safety Burgess Owens might 
be an all-pro type with a better 
team. Shafer Suggs could make it 
big if he ever stays away from in- 
juries, Artimus Parker and Ken 
Schory back them up. 

The outlook is not good at cor- 
ner back. Billy Hardee and Ed 
Taylor led off the depth chart, 
with Maurice Tyler backing the 
up, but the Jets drafted five de- 
fensive backs—Bobby Jackson of 
Florida State, Levi Armstrong of 
UCLA, Roy Eppes of Clemson, 
Reggie Grant of Oregon and Neil 
Hutton of Penn State. All will be 
auditioned at corner. 


1977 LEADERS AND AFC RATINGS 
SCORING—Leahy, 63 bomite on 18 
XP, 15 field goals 11th 
RUSHING—Gaines, 158 carries for 
595 yds., 3.8 Avg., 3 TDs 
PASSING—Todd, 133 of 265 at- 
tempts for 1863 yds., 11 TDs 
RECEIVING—Gaines, (rb), 55 recep- 
tions for 469 yds., 8.5 Avg, 1 TD. 3rd 
INTERCEPTIONS—Owens, 3 for 18 
yds., 6.0 Avg. 49th 
PUNTING—Ramsey, 62 punts, 37.1 
Avg., longest 61 yds. 

PUNT RETURNS—Herper, 34 for 425 
yds., 12.5 Avg. 

KICKOFF RETURNS—Harper, 42 for 
1035 yds., 24.6 Avg. 


13th 
10th 


12th 
6th 
4th 


Pre-season Games 
7 ATLANTA at Meadowland (N) 
12 AT N.Y. Giants (N) 
19 AT San Diego (6 p.m.) 
25 AT Philadelphia (N) 


Aug. 


1978 SCHEDULE 1977 Scores 


Sept. 3 MIAMI 10-14 
10 AT Buffalo 4 p.m. 24-19 
17 SEATTLE 0-17 
24 AT Washington —_ 
Oct. 1 PITTSBURGH 20-23 
8 BUFFALO 10-14 
15 AT Baltimore 12-33 
22 ST. LOUIS — 
29 AT New England 13-24 
Noy. 5 AT Denver — 
12 AT Philadelphia 0-27 
19 NEW ENGLAND 30-27 
26 AT Miami 17-21 
Dec. 3 BALTIMORE 12-20 
10 AT Cleveland — 
17 DALLAS — 
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Pat Leahy kicked 15 of 25 field 
goals last year, but punter Chuck 
Ramsey’s 37.1-yard average 
doesn’t make him secure. Drafted 
were Mike Mock of Texas Tech, 
who also plays linebacker, and 


Alan Williams of Florida. 


JETS’ VETERAN ROSTER 


Yrs. 

No. Name Pos. Ht, Wt, Age Pro College 

60 Alexander,Dan G 6-4 245 22 2 LSU ’ 

67 Austin, Darrel G-C 6-4 252 26 4 So. Carolina 

83*Barkum, Jerome TE 6-4 217 27 7 Jackson St, 

71 Bleamer, Jeff T 6-4 253 24 4 PennSt. 

72 Burton, Al DE-T 6-5 265 25 3. B.-Cookman 
Butler, Gerald WR 6-5 210 23 2 Nicholls St. 

51 Buttle, Greg LB 6-3 229 23 3 Penn St. 

88 Caster, Rich WR 6-5 230 29 9 Jackson St. 
Coleman, Don 1B 6-2 227 25 3 Michigan 

25 Dierking, Scott RB 5-10 215 22 2 Purdue 

80 Diggs, Shelton WR 6-1 190 22 2 So. Calif. 

$5 Ebersole, Joon LB 6-3 235 29 9 PennSt. 

65 Fields, Joe C-G 6-2 245 24 4 Widener 

21 Gaines, Clark RB 6-1 201 23 3 Wake Forest 

45 Giammona,L. RB-KR 5-9 180 24 2 Utah St. 

37 Hardee, Billy CB 6-0 185 23 2 Va. Tech 

42 Harper,B.  RB-KR 5-8 174 22 2 Kutztown St. 

63 Hennessy, Jonn DE 63 246 22 2 Michigan 

52 Hennigan, Mike LB 6-2 215 26 6 Tenn.Tech 

56 Keller, Larry 16 6-2 225 24 3 Houston 

73 Klecko, Joe DT 6-3 256 24 2 Temple 

5 Leahy, Pat K 6-0 190 26 5 St. Louis 

33 Long, Kevin RB 6-1 205 22 2 So. Carolina 

27 Mabra, Ron CB 5-10 170 26 4 Howard 

68 Marshall, Tank ODT 6-4 245 22 2 Texas A&M 

59 Martin, Bob LB 6-1 223 24 3 Nebraska 
Nemeth, Brian TE 6-5 224 1 So. Carolina 

44 Newton, Tom RB 6-0 205 23 2 California 

22*Owens, Burgess FS 6-2 195 26 6 Miami (Fla, 

53 Palewicz, Al LB 6-2 220 27 5 Miami (Fla. 

24 Parker, Artimus SS 6-4 200 25 5 So. Calif. 

76 Pillers, L. DE 6-3 257 25 3 Alcorn St. 
Powell, Darnell RB 5-11 200 23 2 Chattanooga 

79 Powell, Marvin T 65 264 22 2 So. Callf. 

78 Puetz, Garry T 6-4 265 25 6 Valparaiso 

86 Raba, Bob TE G-l1 222 22 2 Maryland 

15 Ramsey, Chuck P 62 195 25 2 Wake Forest 

66 Rasmussen, R. G 6-2 255 32 12 Kearney St. 

17 Robinson, Matt QB 6-2 196 22 2 Georgia 

61 Roman, John TG 6-4 251 25 3 Idaho St. 

74 Salaam, Abdul OT 6-3 260 24 3 KentSt. 

48 Schroy, Ken $-CB 6-2 191 25 2 seg val 

23 Suges, Shafer SS 6-1 200 24 3 Ball St. 

38 Taylor, Ed CB 6-0 176 24 4 Memphis St, 
Terry, Anthony CB 6-0 180 2 Cal.-Davis 

14 Todd, Richard QB 6-2 205 24 3 Alabama 

39 Tyler, Maurice CB 6-0 190 27 7 Morgan St. 

85 Walker, Wesley WR 6-0 182 22 2 California 

30 White, Charlie RB 6-0 222 24 2 B8.-Cookman 

*Free Agent 
DRAFTEES 

Round Pos. Ht. Wt Age College 

1 Ward, Chris T-G 6-3 275 22 Ohio St. 

2 Merrill, Mark MLB 64 237 22 Minnesota 

3 Shuler, Mickey TE 6-3 235 21 Penn St, 

4 Donnell, Dodie FB 6-0 225 22 Nebraska 

5 Sidler, Randy LB 6-3 231 21 Penn St. 

6 Jackson, Bobby CB 5-9 171 21 Florida St. 
Robinson, Gregg DOT 6-6 260 21 Dartmouth 

7 Armstrong, Levi CB 5-11 180 21 UCLA 
Earley, Jim FB 6-1 230 21 Mich. St. 

8 Gaffney, Pere WR 6-0 175 22 Florida 
Mock, Mike P-LB 6-1 220 22 Tex, Tech 
Eppes, Roy S$ 61 180 23 Clemson 

9 Grant, Reggie CB 5-9 180 22 Oregon 
Hutton, Neil SB 5-10 180 22 Penn St. 

10 Richardson, Lou DE 64 240 23 Florida St. 

11 Ryan, Pat QB 6-3 205 22 Tennessee 

12 Williams, Alan P 62 200 22 Florida 

FREE AGENTS 

Name Pos, Ht. Wt, Age College 
Benimeo, Mario DT 6-2 245 21 Montclair St. 
Benson, Kevin LB 6-0 220 23 Maryland 
Covin, Don CB 5-10 190 21 Trenton St, 
Cumberworth,M. G 6-3 250 22 Louisville 
Fenner, Don DT 6-0 245 21 C.W. Post 
Grupp, Bob P-DB 6-0 195 22 Duke 
Harrell, Jim WR 5-9 185 22 Ohio St. 
Harris, Mike CB 5-9 175 23 Grambling 
Hughes, Mike T 6-4 245 23 Baylor 
Jenkins, Willie $ 60 175 23 Miami (Fla.) 
Jones, Bobby WR 5-11 180 22 None 
Kelly, Roosevelt LB 6-4 235 23 East. Ky. 
Lowery, Nick K 64 190 21 Dartmouth 
Mathieson, S. QB 6-5 215 23 Florida St. 
McBride, Clift QB 6-3 185 22 Washington 
be hd gg E-DT 6-2 250 24 Penn St. 
Pennellta, ich P 6-2 212 22 Louisville 
Ramsey, ‘Terry LB 6-1 225 21 Connecticut 
Stephens, B. WR-CB 5-10 180 21 Columbia 
Terry, Tony CB 6-1 175 24 Cal.-Davis 
Whi e, Chuck WR 6-1 185 22 Maryland 


EXCLUSIVE 
Best Playar Awarda 
and 


Rookie All-Star Team 


NO. 1 


SPORTS 


FAN 
MAGAZIN 


BASKETBALL DIGEST — Read exciting 
features about all the big stars of NBA pro 
basketball. Player ratings, controversies, 
great games of the past and brain-tickling 
trivia. Throughout the year you'll find 
revised team rosters, schedules, statistics, 


97 


Jone 1976 


Oothall 
igest 


UrISings 
E * . 4 
nate. 


AMERICA’S 


OTe, 
FOOTBALL DIGEST 
Pro football’s largest circula- 
tion magazine, more than 450,000 readers monthly. 
Covers NFL football inside and out. Exclusive reports and 
predictions, revealing interviews with the superstars, 
dynamite photos, revised team rosters, schedules of every 
team and ‘lots of Statistics. Year-round coverage and 100 
pages in every issue. 
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ES 
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profiles, the best photos available any- 
where... 100 pages of inside information. 


Special Introductory Offer 
for New Subscribers Only 


BASEBALL DIGEST — Baseball's 
‘only monthly magazine. 37 years old 
Read by more than 500.000 fans. Fea- 
tures on the top teams, top stars. in- 
terviews and profijes. PLUS — “The 
Game i'l! Never Forget.” quiz and 
crossword puzzle. exclusive 
Statistics, up-to-date toam rosters 
and schedules throughout the 
season. 100 pages in every issue 


HOCKEY DIGEST — Complete 
coverage of the world’s fastest sport, 
professional ice hockey — both NHL 
and WHA Packed with in-depth sto- 
ries of the superstars, current team 
rosters, complete schedules, and 
gobs of statistics. bone-crunching 
photos and big-name personalities 
Each month it's a powerhouse of tun 


SOCCER DIGEST — Complete cov- 
erage of the most important soccer 
played ia the U.S. and throughout the 
world, Packed with features on the 
NASL. World Cup. controversial 's- 
sues and events, action photos, com- 
plete schedules and statistics. “The 
Game Ili, Never Forget’. a monthly 
quiz. letters from tans and profiles 
jammed into 100 pages. 


AUTO RACING DIGEST — The neat 
best thing to being at the track. Feel 
the speed and power of Indianapolis 
cars, stock cars, sports cars and 
Grag racers, Top drivers, top races, 
exciting action close-up photos. a 
US. track directory, year-end results. 
Up-to-date schedules and plenty of 
unusual inside facts and information 
A must for al! racing fans. 


Try any or all of these sports digests at an unbeatable price 


Every issue 100 pages filled with facts features and photos! 
Try any or all of these sensational sports DIGESTS at an un- 
beatable price! Save $2.00 on every digest you order. 


If sports is your “thing” and you want big value for just $1.00 
— this is where it’s at! 


Get three fabulous issues of the sports DIGEST of your 
choice for just ONE DOLLAR (each costs $1.00 on newsstands 
— you save $2). Or, sample all six for just $6 (and save $12)! 


Best of all, you'll love the way these magazines cover foot- 
ball, baseball, basketball, hockey, auto racing and soccer. Ev- 
ery issue is jammed with features, great interviews and stories, 
player profiles, gobs of statistics, ‘The Game |'ll Never 
Forget" written by the top stars, fantastic action photos, team 
rosters, schedules, averages, pro tips, nostalgia, challenging 
quizzes and sports puzzles. The wealth of information will 
make you a sports expert. 


Join the 1 1/4 million super fans who read these publica- 
tions each month. There's nothing like them anywhere! 


FILL IN & MAIL ORDER COUPON TODAY! 


CENTURY PUBLISHING COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 10171, DES MOINES, IA 50340 


COUNT ME IN AT THE SPECIAL RATE! Send me the next three issues j 
of the magazine(s) | have checked below. | enclose $1.00 for each 
Digest checked. (Canada: $1.50) 1 
© Football Digest 
© Basketball Digest 


O Soccer Digest 


() Baseball Digest 
O Hockey Digest 
() Auto Racing Digest 


PRINT Name M445 
Address 
City 


State/Zip Allow 6-8 weeks for first issue to arrive J 
SS es ee ee Ws eS ee a ee * 


98 


PREDICTION Ist 


ant a candidate for “Flop of 

the Year” in the National 
Football League in 1977? Try the 
Cincinnati Bengals. 

The Bengals seemed geared up 
for a shot at the Pittsburgh 
Steelers and the championship of 
the Central Division last year. Or 
at least a shot at the playofis. 

That’s what everyone thought. 

In game No. 1, the Bengals 
were beaten by lightly-regarded 
Cleveland, 13-3. In Game No. 3 
they were bombed by lightly-re- 
garded San Diego, 24-3. 

After six weeks of the season 
they had a 2-4 record. 

It took a 4-game winning 
streak late in the season, when 
the division title was all but 
settled, to make their record look 
respectable. And the streak came 
only after Minnesota, a team 
which scored 14 or fewer points 
in 9 of their 14 games, bombed 
the Bengals, 44-20, to wake them 


up. 

Is this the beginning of the end 
before the beginning was even ac- 
complished? Were the young 
Bengals of a few seasons ago just 
a Roman candle? 

The answer to both questions 
is “No.” At least, “probably No.” 

Cincinnati has the same kind 
of expectations which it had be- 
fore the start of last season. If 
the expectations aren’t realized, 
it may cost Head Coach Bill 
Johnson his job. 

It would be unfair to finger 
just one man for the Bengals’ de- 
cline of last season, but Ken An- 
derson is catching a lot of the 
blame. 

The veteran quarterback 
slipped a bit statistically in most 
categories, but nothing disas- 
trous. Rather than statistics it 
was a drop in big-play production 
for Anderson, 
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Anderson just didn’t carve up 
as many defenses as Cinci fans 
are accustomed to seeing him do. 
It was a disappointment, but 
even those defenses wouldn’t be 
surprised to see Ken back in his 
role of master carver this year. 

Some of Anderson’s troubles 
can be traced to the loss of his 
ace receiver, Isaac Curtis, for the 
last half of the season. But then, 
the Bengals had most of their 
problems in the first half. 

Curtis, who averaged 17 yards 
a catch on his 20 receptions, 
should be back strongly after 
knee surgery. In his absence, 
young Billy Brooks became An- 
derson’s bomb catcher. Brooks 
had 39 receptions for a 19.8-yard 
average and four touchdowns. 

Johnson will have to make a 
thorny decision about the tight 
end position. Bob Trumpy, one of 
the original Bengals, retired after 
the last season. 

Last year the Bengals made 
Michigan State tight end Mike 
Cobb one of their three first- 
round draft choices, in anticipa- 
tion of Trumpy’s departure. But 
around the NFL the word is that 
Cobb may be one of the few mis- 
takes Cincinnati made in their 
last three or four drafts. 

Fortunately, the Bengals also 
picked two other tight ends in 
that draft, Jim Corbett of Pitt 
and Rick Walker of UCLA. Cor- 
bett played more than the other 
two and averaged 18.1 yards on 
his seven catches. 

When Curtis got hurt, John 
started using punter Pat Mc- 
Inally opposite Brooks. McInally 
did well. He caught the game- 
winning, 43-yard touchdown pass 
against Pittsburgh in a game 
which momentarily put the Ben- 
gals back into the race. McInally 
averaged 15.2-yards on his 17 
catches and scored three times. 

John McDaniels is another ex- 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


BILL JOHNSON, Coach. 
Assistants; Mike McCormack, 
Chuck Studley, Kim Wood, How- 
ard Brinker, Charley Winner, 
Boyd Dowler, Jack Donaldson, 
Jack Sefcik. 


perienced substitute. 

The Bengals spent the last two 
years trying to build a running 
attack and still are far from fin- 
ishing the job. Rookie fullback 
Pete Johnson gave them some 
hope last year by leading the 
team in ground gaining with 583 
yards on 152 carries. 

Archie Griffin, Johnson’s old 
Heisman Trophy winner running 
mate at Ohio State, gained 549 
yards in 137 carries. Behind Grif- 
fin are Lenvil Elliott, a top pass 
catcher, and kick return special- 
ist Willie Shelby. 


KEN ANDERSON, QB, disappointing 
last year, figures to bounce back. 
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Bobbie Clark backs up John- 
son, but the ex starter may find 
that his days are numbered in 
Cinci. Tony Davis is the third 
fullback. 

Anderson has a veteran backup 
at quarterback, John Reaves. 

The draft brought three inter- 
esting players in the “skill” posi- 
tions. Deacon Turner is a speedy, 
powerful runner from San Diego 
State. Don Bass of Houston was 
one of many top wide receivers in 
college football last year. Rob 
Hertel of Southern California 
could be a surprise quarterback 
unless he opts to sign a baseball 
contract. He was drafted by the 
Toronto Blue Jays in that sport. 

There will be at least one 
shakeup in the offensive line. 

John Shinners, one of the mes- 
senger guards retired. Glenn 
Bujnoch broke in as Shinners’ 
fellow messenger last year. The 
likely man to be promoted is 
Greg Fairchiled, who has two 


BILL 
makes 


JOHNSON, 
stride towards 


coach, 
season. 


Bengals’ 
top 


years of experience as a reserve. 
Dave Lapham plays all the 
time at the other guard spot. 

The top tackle is Vernon Hol- 
land, whom the Bengals feel is 
underrated. His partner is Rufus 
Mayes, backed up by Ron Hunt. 
Bob Johnson heads into his 11th 
season as the center. His heir was 
drafted in Round 1 this year. 
He’s Blair Bush of the University 
of Washington. 

The offensive line could take 
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on a different complexion if Mike 
Wilson is successful in buying out 
of his contract with the Toronto 
Argonauts of the Candian 
League. Wilson signed with To- 
ronto before last year’s draft, in 
which he was projected as a first- 
rounder. The Bengals drafted 
him on round 4 anyway. 

As a rookie, Wilson was run- 
nerup as the CLF’s lineman of 
the year. He could play either 
guard or tackle for Cincinnati. 

The expectation is that coach 
Johnson will switch from an or- 


thodox defense to a 3-man line 


with four linebackers. 

The Bengals ranked just 23d 
in the league in pass defense last 
year and had only 25 sacks. Coy 
Bacon, the big defensive end who 
made 26 by himself in 1976, has 
been traded to Washington. 

Two rookies starrted in the 
line last year. Both Wilson Whit- 
ley and Eddie Edwards were 
tackles. Johnson called Edwards 


LEMAR PARRISH, left, Cincinnati Bengal cornerback, shows ability which earned him Pro Bowl honor six times. 
ISAAC CURTIS, Cincinnati Bengals’ top receiver, injured knee in November and missed last half of season. 
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“the finest rookie defensive line- 
man I’ve ever seen.” Both players 
were drafted on the first round 
last year. This year the Bengals 
took another defensive lineman, 
Notre Dame All-America Ross 
Browner. 

There was some talk of play- 
ing Browner, an end all his col- 
lege career, at nose guard. But 
that seems an ideal place for 
Whitley, too. 

Edwards will move easily to 
end, where Bacon and young 
Gary Burley started last year. 
The top-drafted rookie besides 
Browner, was Ted Vincent of San 
Diego State. Also available is vet- 
eran reserve Ken Johnson. 

By playing four linebackers, 
Johnson can move Glenn Cam- 
eron, a first-round draftee two 
years ago, into the starting 
lineup. Cameron couldn’t move 
six-year veteran Jim LeClair, one 
of the best middle linebackers in 
the NFL. 

The outside men are young 
and experienced, Reggie Williams 
and Bo Harris. Ray Phillips and 
Chris Devlin are the backups. 
The leading rookie is Tom Dinkel 
of Kansas. 

The secondary is the strongest 
defensive area, despite the pass 
defense ranking. 

Both corner back Lemar Par- 
rish and free safety Tommy Ca- 
sanova went to the pro Bowl 


JIM LeCLAIR, six-year Bengal veter- 
an, is one of best middle linebackers. 


again. But Parrish has moved 
with Bacon to the Washington 
Redskins for their first-round 
draft pick in 1979. 

Parrish’s corner partner Ken 
Riley is the team’s all-time inter- 
ception leader. Melvin Morgan, 
who made a reputation for him- 
self as a head-hunting hitter, and 
speedy Scott Perry, are backups. 
Perry was hurt most of last sea- 
son. 

Marvin Cobb plays opposite 
Casanova, at strong safety. He 
could be pushed by Jerry Ander- 
son, who played well in his rookie 
season last year. 

There is a first-rate rookie can- 
didate for the secondary, Ohio 
State’s Ray Griffin, Archie’s 
younger brother. Like Archie, he 
has plenty of talent but is handi- 
capped by lack of size. Also on 
hand is Lou Breeden, who missed 
his rookie year last season due to 
injury. 

Place kicker Chris Bahr 
showed good improvement in his 
second pro season, succeeding on 
19 of 27 field goal tries. McInally 
led the NFL in net punting aver- 
age. 


1977 LEADERS AND AFC RATINGS 
SCORING—Bahr, 82 points on 25 
XP, 18 field goals Cesk 3rd 
RUSHING—P. Johnson, 152 carries 
for 583 yds., 3.8 Avg. 4 TDs _....14th 
PASSING—K. Anderson, 166 of 323 
attempts for 2145 yds.,11 TDs ... 6th 
RECEIVING—Brooks, 39 receptions 
for 772 yds., 19.8 Avg., 4 TDs 
INTERCEPTIONS—Parrish, 3 for 95 
yds., 31.7 Ave., 1 TD . _. 30th 
PUNTING—Mclnally, 67 punts, 41.8 


16th 


Avg., longest 67 yds, ........ ... 2nd 
PUNT RETURNS—Davis, 19 for 220 
yds., 11.6 Avg. at 2nd 


KICKOFF RETURNS—Shelby, 19 for 
403 yds., 21.2 Avg. . . eft 


Pre-season Games 
Aug. 5 TAMPA BAY (N) 

12 DETROIT (N) 

19 CHICAGO (N) 

26 Green Bay (Mil.) 


1978 SCHEDULE 1977 Scores 
Sept. 3 KANSAS CITY 27-7 
10 AT Cleveland 10-7 
17 PITTSBURGH 17-10 
24 NEW ORLEANS — 
Oct. 1 AT San Francisco — 
9 AT Miami (N) 23-17 
s 15 NEW ENGLAND oo 
22 AT Buffalo — 
29 HOUSTON 13-10 
Nov. 5 AT San Diego 3-24 
13 OAKLAND (N) — 
19 AT Pittsburgh 14-20 
26 AT Houston 4 p.m. 16-21 
Dec, 3 ATLANTA — 
11 AT Los Angeles 6 p.m. — 
17 CLEVELAND 3-13 
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ROSS BROWNER, first-round pick, bol- 
sters Cincinnati Bengals defensive line. 


BENGALS’ VETERAN ROSTER 


Yr 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
31 Anderson, Jerry CB 5-11 2 2 Oklahoma 
14 Anderson, Ken QB 6-2 212 28 7 Augustana 
10 Bahr, Chris PK 5-9 168 24 2 PennSt, 
Breeden, Louls OB 5-11 180 23 1 N.C. Central 
82 Brooks, Billy WR 6-3 202 24 2 Oklahoma 
74 Bujnoch,Glenn G 6-5 251 23 2 Texas A&M 
67 Burley, Gary DE 6-3 265 24 2 Pittsburgh 
50 Cameron, Glenn LB 6-1 217 24 3 Florida 
37 Casanova, Tom S$ 6-2 196 27 6 LSU 
42 Clark, Boobie RB 6-2 242 26 5 B.-Cookman 
24 Cobb, Marvin S$ 60 191 24 3 So. Calif. 
89 Cobb, Mike TE 6-5 248 21 2 Michigan St, 
81 Corbett, Jim TE 65 214 22 2 Pittsburgh 
85 Curtis, isaac WR 6-1 192 26 5 S, Diego St. 
25 Davis, Tony RB 5-10 210 23 2 Nebraska 
51 Devlin, Chris LB 6-2 228 23 3 PennSt, 
73 Edwards, Eddie DT 6-4 256 23 2 Miami (Fla.) 
36 Elliott, Lenvil RB 6-0 208 26 5 NE Mo. State 
63 Fairchild, Greg G-T 6-4 257 23 2 Tulsa 
45 Griffin, Archie RB 5-9 193 23 2 OhioSt. 
53 Harris, Bo LB 6-3 221 24 3 LSU 
83 Holden, S. WR-KR 6-1 200 25 6 = Arizona St. 
76 Holland, Vernon T 6-5 265 29 7 Tenn. State 
72 Hunt, Ron T 66 255 22 2 Oregon 
54 Johnson, Bob C 65 256 30 10 Tennessee 
80 Johnson, Ken DE 6-6 58 30 7 Indiana 
46 Johnson, Pete RB 6-0 240 23 2 Ohio St. 
62 Lapham, Dave G 6-4 259 25 4 Syracuse 
55 Leclair, Jim LB 6-3 238 27 6 No, Dakota 
71 Mayes, Rufus T 65 256 28 9 Ohio St. 
86 McDaniel, John WR 6-1 197 25 4 Lincoln 
87 Mcinally, Pat P-WR 6-6 210 24 2 Harvard 
21 Morgan, Melvin DB 6-0 186 24 2 Miss, Valley 
32 pe Scott DB 6-0 182 23 2 Williams 
59 Phillips, Ray LB 6-3 221 23 2 Nebraska 
60 Pritchard, Ron LB 6-1 228 30 9 Arizona St. 
11 Reaves, John QB 6-3 210 26 6 Florida 
13 Riley, Ken CB 6-0 185 29 9 Fla. A&M 
30 Shelby, Willie RB 5-11 198 24 2 Alabama 
88 Walker, Rick TE 6-3 237 21 2 UCLA 
Weinlein, Gary DB 5-11 180 24 1 No College 
16 Wells, Mike QB 6-5 225 26 3 Illinois 
75 Whitley, Wilson DT 6-3 264 22 Houston 
57 Williams, Reggie LB 6-1 228 23 2 Dartmouth 
DRAFTEES 
Round Pos. Ht. Wt. Age College 
1 Browner,Ross DL 6-3 262 23 Notre Dame 
Bush, Blair C 63 250 21 Washington 
2 Griffin, Ray CB 5-9 184 21 Ohio St. 
Turner, Dave RB 5-11 212 22 S, Diego St 
3 Vincent, Ted OL 64 260 21 Wichi 
Bass, Don WR 6-2 210 21 Houston 
4 Law, Dennis WR 6-0 178 23 E. Tenn. St. 
5 Dinkel, Tom LB 6-3 240 21 Kansas 
Hertel, Rob QB 6-1 191 22 Sc 
6 Geise, Steve RB 6-1 210 21 Penn St. 
7 Branson, Joseph S$ 6-1 190 21 Livingstone 
Bass, Dann’ T 62 281 22 Elon 
8 Miller, William T 6-7 282 22 West. Illinois 
9 Shumon, Ron LB 6-1 225 22 Wichita St. 
10 Depaso, Tom LB 6-2 222 22 Penn St. 
11 Prince, Cal RB 5-9 195 21 Louisville 
Donahue, Mark G 6-2 245 22 Michigan 
12 Featsent, Kim WR 6-1 191 21 Kent St. 
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INVEST IN THE BEST 


LAS VEGAS SPORTS BUREAU 


No. 1 Weekly College Pick 
Won 13-14 weeks 
vs. 
the official Vegas line 


Complete College Record 
for last year 


Won 12-14 overall regular college win- 
ning weeks. 


Season’s overall college record: 
Won 57, Lost 11, Tied 2 
| vs. the official Vegas line. 


Correctly forecast 10-12 College Bowl 
games vs. the official Vegas line. 


Monday night NFL: 
Won 12, lost 2 vs. the official Vegas line. 


GUARANTEE 


You must get an overall winning per- ¥, 


centage for: 
the entire pro exhibition season 
the entire pro regular season 
the entire college regular season 
% all college bowl games 
% all pro playoffs 
or your money refunded immediately. 


REMAINS NO. 1 


Las Vegas Sports Bureau 
gives you more. 
Unlimited calls, 
up-to-the-minute scores, 
plus the official Vegas line 
Colam-1i mexe)i(-lel-m-lnlem o}comet-lii 1) 
directly from Las Vegas. 


No. 1 Weekly Pro Pick 
Won 15-17 weeks 
vs. 
the official Vegas line 


Complete Pro Record 
for last year 


Had a remarkable 17 straight pro win- 
ning weeks vs. the official Vegas line 


| without a single losing week. 


| Between the dates of Oct. 2 and Oct 23, 


we correctly predicted 18 consecutive 
winners without a single loser vs. the 
official Vegas line. 


Season's overall pro record: 
Won 62, lost 14, tied 2 
vs. the official Vegas line. 


Picked 6-7 pro playoff games vs. the 
official Vegas line. 


Pro exhibition record: 
Won 24, lost 6 
vs. the official Vegas line. 


We even know of lock games that occur 
10 to 15 times a year such as the ones 
we released to our subscribers last year. 
Last year’s locks perfect 9 for 9 vs. 
Vegas line. 


THAT'S PICKIN’ "EM, BROTHER 


Why us? Quite simple. Sports books here in town do millions of dollars a week. Therefore, they must 
keep abreast of all team developments or they could really get burned. By being here and having direct 
contacts with all of these sports books we can really pass on to you the very same information that they 
receive from throughout the entire country. In short, you have as close as your own phone the very same 
information made available to sports books here in Las Vegas. No one two or three thousand miles away 
could possibly have access to the information we have right here in Las Vegas. Our phone number listed 
below is more than just a phone number, it is a complete sports information center which will keep you 
informed of the very latest-breaking developments in the entire country. And that you can take to the bank. 


HERE’S YOUR NUMBER TO CALL FOR WINNERS 


(702) 386-1041 


Upon receipt of your cashier’s check or money order, you may call the above number for the entire football 
season including all pro exhibition games and running right through the regular college and pro seasons 
including all college Bowls and pro playoffs, terminating with Super Bowl XIll for $500 (monthly rate $250). 


Mail or wire your subscription fee 
today. If you wish you may charge 
it with your MasterCharge. 


Name 
City State______—_ Zip 


LAS VEGAS SPORTS BUREAU 
810E.SAHARA ¢ LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89104 
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PITTSBURGH STEELERS 


PREDICTION 2nd 


A fi he Pittsburgh Steelers were 
a changed team in 1977 and 
it wasn’t for the better. 

The Steelers didn’t intimidate 
teams as they did in recent years. 
They didn’t compile a string of 
shutouts or near-shutouts as 
they did in 1976. They didn’t 
force turnovers, they committed 
them. 

But they still made the play- 
offs, as usual. 

Except this time they were 
blown out of the Super Bowl der- 
by, 34-21, by Denver’s big second- 
half rally. 

Chuck Noll, the Pittsburgh 
coach, is said to be ready to make 
some major changes. It’s also 
said that he won’t put up with 
the disruptions and distractions 
which kept Steeler minds off foot- 
ball last year. 

Noll was a central figure, albeit 
an unwilling one, to the first dis- 


traction. That was the legal suit 
instituted by Oakland safety 
George Atkinson against the 
Steelers and Noll. The coach said 
some things on the witness stand 
that upset some of his own play- 
ers. 

Then there was the running 
dispute between Noll and hold- 
out corner back Mel Blount. 
Blount didn’t report until three 
days before the season opened. 
But once he got there, he played 
so well that he forced Jimmy 
Allen to the bench and turned in 
another all-pro year. Allen had 
played well in his absence and 
Allen’s demotion upset his sup- 
porters on the team, but Blount’s 
excellence virtually forced the 
move. 

As even more important hold- 
out was that of Jack Lambert, 
the superb middle linebacker. 

Lambert reported late in the 
exhibition season. He, too, played 
up to his reputation when he did 


FRANCO HARRIS 
Pittsburgh record, 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


CHUCK NOLL, Coach. 
Assistants: Lou Riecke, Dick 
Hoak, George Perles, Paul Uram, 
Woody Widenhofer, Tom Moore, 
Dick Walker, Rollie Dotsch. 


report, but then suffered a knee 
injury which kept him out of 
three games. Who knows if the 
lack of conditioning might have 
contributed? Lambert did come 
back after the injury and was 
selected for the pro Bowl. 

Andy Russell, one of the great- 
est linebackers in Steelers his- 
tory, retired before the ’77 sea- 
son. But the team’s No. 1 draf- 
tee, Robin Cole, immediately won 
the vacant job. Then Cole broke 
his arm in the opening regular- 
season game. 

In the midst of the season, a 
scandal broke out in Pittsburgh 
concerning federally-funded jobs. 
Defensive linemen L. C. Green- 
wood and Ernie Holmes were 
linked to the scandal. Running 
back star Franco Harris was 
linked indirectly. 

It was another unsettling dis- 
traction. 

When Noll added up his statis- 
tics at the end of the season he 


carried ball 300 times last season, 
surpassing 1000 yards for fifth time. 


JACK HAM, Steelers’ All-Pro outside linebacker, has 24 
career NFL interceptions, adding four in 1977 season. 
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LYNN SWANN returned to his old form in 1977, making 
50 catches for Steelers, good for 789 yards, seven TDs, 


found that the Steelers allowed 
105 more points in ’77 than they 
did in ’76. They scored 59 fewer. 

They also set team records for 
turnovers and penalties, both fig- 
ures putting them second in the 
NFL for the season. 

Now for the good news. 

Terry Bradshaw is becoming 
one of the ranking quarterbacks 
in the NFL. He’s been just a 
niche below that category, on tal- 
ent and experience. But now 
he’s taking on a maturity and 
stability which gives him that lit- 
tle extra he always needed. 

Opposing defenses stacked up 
against the Steeler running game 
last year, forcing Pittsburgh to 
pass. Bradshaw was equal to it. 
He threw for 2523 yards, his ca- 
reer high. His 8.04 per-comple- 
tion average was the best in the 
league. He passed for 200 yards 
or more five times. 

Since Bradshaw broke his left 
wrist in the fourth game of the 
season, his accomplishments 
took on even more glitter. 

At 30, Bradshaw should be 
coming into the most productive 
period of his career. 

Bradshaw has first-class receiv- 


TERRY BRADSHAW, playing with cast on left arm for 
most of last season, passed for career high 2523 yards. 


ers. The wide receivers, Lynn 
Swann and John Stallworth, 
caught 94 passes between them 
as Noll went to a more explosive 
passing offense, emphasizing the 
deeper pass. Swann and Stall- 
worth caught 7 touchdown passes 
each, 

Swann averaged 15.8 yards on 
each of his 50 catches. Stallworth 
averaged 17.8 on his 44. 

There could be another change 
in the pass offense this year. Ben- 
nie Cunningham, the house who 
plays tight end, is developing at a 
frightening pace. Last year Noll 
made an offensive tackle out of 
Larry Brown, the former starter 
at tight end. Cunningham took 
control of the vacancy and 
caught 20 passes, averaging 17.4 
yards per catch. 

There is a wide variance in the 
reserves for the pitch-catch game. 

Behind Bradshaw is Mike 
Kruczek, whose development as 
an NFL quarterback was re- 
tarded by a separated right 
shoulder after a month of the 
season. It’s a large worry, since 
Kruczek didn’t have a_ strong 
passing arm to begin with. 

Behind him are journeyman 
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Neil Graff and second-year man 
Cliff Stoudt. Stoudt’s only asset 
right now is his strong arm. 

The reserve receivers are far 
more skilled. 

The No. 3 wide receiver is 
Frank Lewis, a one-time starter 
who average a whopping 23.9 
yards on his 11 catches last year. 
Also available is versatile Theo 
Bell and kick returner Jim 
Smith. Randy Grossman, a 
small possession catcher with a 
lot of experience, understudies 
Cunningham. When the situation 
calls for a double tight end, 
Brown returns to his old position. 

Franco Harris carried the ball 
more than any back in Pitts- 
burgh history, 300 times, last 
year and gained 1162 yards. It 
was the fifth time Franco went 
over 1000 yards. Only Jim Brown 
(7) ever did it more often. An- 
other Hall of Famer, Jim Taylor, 
also had five 1000-yard seasons, 
as does O. J. Simpson. 

In the Steelers’ running of- 
fense, the fullback does the 
carrying, the halfback the block- 
ing. That’s why Rocky Bleier’s 
age, 32, isn’t as much of a worry 
as it might be. 
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What does worry Noll is the 
depth behind Harris and Bleier, 
Speedy Laverne Smith suffered a 
badly-broken leg late in the sea- 
son, Jack Deloplaine underwent 
another knee operation. They 
represent the only outside speed 
the Steelers have. 

Alvin Maxson, the ex New Or- 
leans Saint, was picked up late in 
the season. He can spell Bleier, 
Reggie Harrison, a journeyman, 
and untested Sidney Thornton 
back up Harris. 

The only drafted rookie is mid- 
dle-round choice Rich Moser of 
Rhode Island, 

Most of the Steeler line is 
heavily experienced and the one 
exception deserves an asterisk. 
That is the tackle played by 
Larry Brown, who started for 
several seasons as tight end. He 
switched last year and was an 
immediate hit. 

The other tackle is Jon Kolb, 
near the pro Bowl class. Gerry 
Mullins and Sam Davis are the 
guards, but Davis, 34, could be 
challenged heavily by John 
Hicks, who was acquired in a 
trade with the New York Giants. 
Hicks was a flop with the Giants 
but his potential is undeniable. 

Ted Peterson and Ray Pinney 
can play tackle or center. Lance 
Reynolds and Steve Courson are 
the top rookies. 

The Steeler defensive line is 
not what it once was in the 
championship seasons, but it’s 
still something with which to 
contend. 

Greenwood obviously has 
slipped at end, but Dwight 
White, three years younger, may 
pick up some of the pass-rush 
leadership Joe Greene is still a 
top tackle, but not the dominant 
player he was a few seasons ago. 
With Holmes shipped to Tampa 


Bay, Steve Furness is now 
Greene’s partner. 

Another contender is ex 
Packer Dave Pureifory, who 


came in another trade. 

The Steelers have been draft- 
ing to fortify the line for the last 
couple of years. Tom Beasley, a 
tall tackle who has pass-rush po- 
tential, got hurt before the sea- 
son started last year but his fu- 
ture is considered bright. The top 
rookie this year is Willie Fry, 
speedy end from Notre Dame. 


Also on hand are end John 
Banaszak and tackle Steve Dunn. 

It could be that Pittsburgh 
will join the growing number of 
teams to use the 3-4 defense. 

The Steelers certainly have the 
linebackers to do it. Jack Lam- 
bert probably would have been 
all-pro middle man again except 
that he missed some games with 
injury. Jack Ham and Lambert 
both were in the Pro Bowl. 

The problem last year was to 
replace retired Andy Russell. The 
Steelers drafted Robin Cole in 
the first round and it turned out 
to be a happy choice until Cole 
broke his arm in the opening 
game. In his absence, veteran 
Loren Towes played very effec- 
tively. 

“Dirt”? Winston was another 
impressive rookie. Dave LaCrosse 
will battle rookie Doug Becker of 
Notre Dame for what may be the 
last place on the linebacker ros- 
ter. 

Blount had an all-pro year at 
corner, but his opposite number, 
J. T, Thomas, had his worst pro 
season and top reserve Jimmy 
Allen may have talked himself off 
the roster. 


1977 LEADERS AND AFC RATINGS 
SCORING—Harris, 66 points on 11 


1162 yds. 3.9 Avg, 11 TDs ..., 2nd 
PASSING—Bradshaw, 162 of 314 at- 
tempts for 2523 yds. 17 TDs ..... 5th 
RECEIVING—Swann, 50 receptions 
for 789 yds., 15.8 Avg., 7 TDs .. 6th 
INTERCEPTIONS—Blount, 6 for 65 
VOR, PLO. he Heteten eee eee pe GLa 
PUNTING—Walden, 67 punts, 37.0 
Avg., longest 65 yds. ay as 
PUNT RETURNS—J. Smith, 36 for 294 
yds., 8.2 Ave. ee dueh ibe LOE 
KICKOFF RETURNS—J, Smith, 16 for 
381 yds., 23.8 Avg. . davis DEE 
Pre-season Games 
Aug. 6 At Baltimore (N) 
12 ATLANTA (N) 
19 AT N.Y. Giants (N) 
24 AT Dallas (N) 
1978 SCHEDULE 1977 Scores 
Sept. 3 AT Buffalo —_ 
10 SEATTLE 30-20 
17 AT Cincinnati 10-17 
24 CLEVELAND 35-31 
Oct. 1 AT N.Y. Jets 23-20 
8 ATLANTA — 
15 AT Cleveland 28-14 
23 HOUSTON (N) 27-10 
29 KANSAS CITY — 
Nov. 5 NEW ORLEANS — 
12 At Los Angeles 5 p.m. -- 
19 CINCINNATI 4 p.m. 20-14 
27 AT San Francico 6 p.m. 27-0 
Dec. 3 AT Houston 10-27 
9 BALTIMORE 21-13 
16 AT Denver 7-21 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


That’s why Ron Johnson of 
Eastern Michigan was drafted in 
the first round. Larry Anderson 
of Louisiana Tech came three 
picks later. 

Strong safety Mike Wagner is 
trying to come back from a seri- 
ous neck injury. The free safety 
job changed hands last year, with 
Donnie Shell beating out Glen 
Edwards. The top backup there, 
Tony Dungy, also played some 
emergency quarterback in his 
rookie year. He was a college 
quarterback at Minnesota. 

Place kicker Roy Gerela had a 
painful year, bothered by a groin 
pull. The punter, Bobby Walden, 
retired. His replacement will be 
either Rick Engles or Craig Col- 
quitt of Tennessee, a top draft 


choice, 


STEELERS’ VETERAN ROSTER 


No. Name Pos, Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 

45 Allen, Jim CBS 6-2 194 ¢5 5 ucea - 

76 Banaszak,John DE 6-3 244 27 4 East. Mich. 

65 Beasiey, Tom OT 6-5 253 23 1 Va. Tech 

83 Bell, Theo, WR 5-1142180 24 2 Arizona 

20 Bleier, Rocky RB 5-11 210 31 10 Notre Dame 

47 Blount, Mel CB 6-3 205 29 10 Southern 

12 Bradshaw, Terry QB 6-3 215 29 9 La, Tech 

79 Brown, Larry OT 6-4 245 28 8 Kansas 

56 Cole, Robin LB 6-2 220 22 2 New Mexico 

77 Courson, Steve G 61 260 22 1 So, Carolina 

60 Cousino, Brad LB 6-0 216 24 4 Miami (0) 

89 Cunningham, B. TE 6-5 247 23 3 Clemson 

57 Davis, Sam G 6-1 255 33 12 Allen 

35 Deloplaine, Jack RB 5-10 205 23 3 Salem 

21 Dungy, Tony S$ 6-0 188 22 2 Minnesota 

67 Dunn, Gary DT 6-3 247 24 2 Miami sie) 

27 Edwards, Glen S$ 60 185 30 -8 Fla. A&M 

17 Engles, Rick P 5-11 180 23 3 Tulsa 

64 Furness,S. ODT-DE 6-4 255 27 7 Rhode Island 

36 Gaines, Wentford S 6-0 185 24 1 Cincinnati 

10 Gerela, Roy K 5-10 185 29 10 New Mex. St. 

16 Graff, Neil QB 63 200 27 5 Wisconsin 

75 Greene, Joe DT 6-4 260 31 10 No. Tex. St, 

68 Greenwood, l.C. DE 6-642 250 31 10 Ark. AM&N 

84 Grossman, Randy TE 6-1 215 25 5 Temple 

59 Ham, Jack LB 6:1 225 29 8 Penn St. 

32 Harris, Franco RB 6-2 225 27 7 PennSt. 

46 Harrison, Reggie RB 5-11 220 27 5 Cincinnati 
Hicks, John G 64 245 24 3 Ohio St. 

55 Kolb, Jon OT 62 262 30 10 Okla. St. 

15 Kruczek, Mike QB 6-1 205 24 3 Boston Coll, 

54 LaCrosse, Dave LB 6-3 210 22 2 Wake Forest 

58 Lambert,Jack 1B 6-4 220 25 5 KentSt. 

43 Lewis, Frank WR 6-1 196 30 8 Grambling 

28 Maxson, Alvin RB 60 205 26 5 SMU 

72 Mullins, Gerr G 63 244 28 8 So. Calif. 

66 Petersen, Ted C-OT 6-5 244 22 2 East, Ill. 

74 Pinney, Ray OT-C 6-4 240 23 3 Washington 
Pureitory, Dave DT 6-2 255 28 7 €. Mich. 

31 Shell, Donnie S$ 511 190 25 5 S.C. St. 

86 Smith, Jim WR 62 205 22 2 Michigan 

37 Smith, Laverne RB 5-10 193 23 2 Kansas 

82 Stallworth, John WR 6-2 183 25 5 Alaa A&M 

18 Stoudt, Cliff QB G4 218 22 2 Youngstown 

88 Swann, Lyon WR 60 180 25 5 So. Calif, 

24 Thomas, J, T. CB 6-2 196 26 6 Florida St. 

38 Thornton, S. RB 5-11 230 23 2 NWLa. 

51 Toews, Loren LB 6-3 222 26 6 California 

23 Wagner, Mike S 6142 200 29 & West. Ill. 

52 Webster, Mike C 6-1% 250 25 § Wisconsin 

78 White, Dwight DE 6-4 255 28 8 €E. Texas St. 

53 Winston, Dennis LB 6-0 228 22 2 Arkansas 

DRAFTEES 

Round Pos. Wt. Wt. Age College 

1 Johnson, Ron CB 5-10 200 22 East. Mich. 

2 Fry, Willie DE 63 240 23 Notre Dame 

3 Colquitt, Craig P 61 182 24 Tennessee 

4 Anderson, Larry CB 5-i1 i7} 21 La. Tech 

6 Reutershan,R, WR-CB 5-10 182 22 Pittsburgh 

7 Dufresne, Mark TE 63 230 22 Nebraska 

8 Moser, Rick RB 60 210 21 Rhode Island 
Keys, Andre WR 66 273 23 Calif. Poly 

9 Reynolds, Lance OT 6-2 272 24 Brig. Young 

10 Becker, Doug LB 6-0 220 22 Notre Dame 
Jurich, Tom PK 5-10 185 21 No. Arizona 

11 Terry, Nat CB 5-11 167 22 Florida St, 
Brz0za, Tom © 62 250 21 Pittsburgh 

12 Carr, Fred LB 6-0 211 22 Marylan 


SPORTS SERVICES: TIPSTERS or eresnens 


is the title of the much-respected McCusker Report which examined 41 sports information com- 
panies. McCusker (a sportswriter for seven years) studied sheets for 16 years. He rated the firms in 


five separate categories. 


1, FOOTBALL NEWSLETTERS - Info & Stats 
2. FOOTBALL NEWSLETTERS - For selections 
3. FOOTBALL TELEPHONE SERVICES 

4. BASKETBALL TELEPHONE SERVICES 

5. BASEBALL TELEPHONE SERVICES 


BASED ON “A COMBINATION OF COMPETENCE AND HONESTY” 


ONLY ONE FIRM WAS RANKED IN 
THE TOP THREE IN ALL FIVE CATEGORIES 


Sports 
REDORTER 


QUOTES FROM THE REPORT 


“Sports Reporter is a 
lively, opinionated, im- 
pressive package, gram- 


“Sports Reporter's week- 
ly sheet provides vir- 
tually everything the ad- 


“Writeups, especially 


“... you'll agree with me 
the NFL are more de- 


that Sports Reporter is 
matical and factual mis- 


takes are minimal.” 


tailed than Olshan’s and 


one of the best tipsheet 
in some ways better.” 


buys.” 


vanced fan could ask for 
including past and cur- 
rent spreads.” 


... AND THIS WAS PRIOR TO LAST SEASON’S 14-3 POST-SEASON (COL- 
LEGE BOWLS & PRO PLAYOFFS) AND 10-3 MONDAY NIGHT RECORDS. 


Shouldn't you be with the firm whose consistency, excellence, and high standards make it the Na- 
tion's finest? We offer two different services; our glossy, high-powered publication sold on news- 
stands throughout the country and our exclusive weekend telephone service. 

For further information call our TOLL FREE WATS number 800-645-2240. In New York, Hawaii 
and Canada call collect at 516-561-6023. Call us to say hello or to inquire further about our orga- 
nization. We're here every day, all day, all year long. 


Use your MASTER CHARGE or VISA cards and charge it. 


Fill out the coupon below for our exclusive late telephone ser- 
vice which has a three year best bet record of 69-31 for 69% 


Fill out the coupon below for our weekly publication. Send it 


today so you don’t miss any of our 20 issues from early Sept- 
ember through mid-January and Super Bowl coverage. All | winners. Our games are released Saturday (Fri. if necessary) 
copies will be mailed in a sealed air mail or first class en- | and Sunday mornings, are given in graded order and your 


velope. Make payment to SPORTS REPORTER. call is FREE. You may call as often as you wish. 


eee ee ee eee eee se ee a a a 
SPORTS REPORTER, 430 W. Merrick Road, Valley Stream, N.Y. 11580. SPORTS REPORTER, 430 W. Merrick Road, Valley Stream, N.Y. 11580. 


Enroll me as a subscriber to SPORTS REPORTER. Enroll me in your FOOTBALL TELEPHONE SERVICE. 
( ) 20 weeks (full season) save 20% ........... $48.00 | ( ) Full season rates for both college and professional toot- 
(Add $25.00 for Special Delivery) ball (SAVE 25% off the weekly rate), enclosed is full 
(ETS weeks (SAVER SIG) Kyo gavensieo-cs-raigunste eer $38.00 payment of $600.00. 
(Add $19.00 for Special Delivery) ( ) The complete college season. Enclosed is $350.00. 
(0. cROWeeks (SavellO9G HF are duwasvineaineds $27.00 |( .) The complete pro season. Enclosed is $450.00. 
(Add $12.50 for Special Delivery) ( ) One week of college selections at $25.00 per week. 
( ) 5 weeks (Add $6.25 for Special Delivery)» --+.+--+-- $15.00 |( ) One week pro selections at $25.00 per week. 
( ) 3. weeks (Add $3.75 for Special Delivery). .....-...- $ 9.00 |( ) One week of pro AND college selections ... $50.00. 


NAME ee es NAME 
ADDRESS | Se a || HADDRESS 
Cy CT ATC a IP Ae CY) = ESTATES GR 
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HOUSTON OILERS 


PREDICTION 3rd 


T hey say you could feel Don 
Klosterman’s face turn ashen 
over the telephone. Klosterman is 
the general manager of the Los 
Angeles Rams. He had _ just 
learned that Earl Campbell 
would play his professional foot- 
ball in Houston, not LA. 

The Rams wanted Campbell 
badly. 

So did a lot of other NFL 
teams. But Houston offered the 
best deal, at least in the eyes of 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, who 

- held title to the first pick in the 
college football draft. 

Campbell isn’t just another 
good back coming out of college. 
In the consensus thinking of pro 
scouts, he’s the best back to come 
out of college since O. J. Simpson 
finished up at USC in 1968. 

The comparison to Simpson is 
probably an erroneous. one. 
Scouts compare Campbell to Jim 
Brown more than to O. J. Earl is 
a 220-pounder, more a fullback 


type than a halfback. Houston 
can line him up in either spot. 
He’ll do fine. 

It’s the most upbeat news for 
Houston football in years. 

There have been times when 
the franchise has looked like a 
bad joke. But now it appears 
owner Bud Adams is serious 
about giving the city a top club. 
Bud has the financial where- 
withal to spend what is necessary 
to produce excellence, but for a 
long time he’s gone conservative. 

Yet he didn’t flinch when his 
football folks told him what 
Campbell might cost. That’s good 
news for Houston. 

Campbell, in the eyes of many 
NFL experts, can be better than 
Tony Dorsett or Ricky Bell; bet- 
ter than Chuck Muncie or any 
other top back who came out of 
college in recent years—including 
Walter Payton. 

Happily for him the Oilers 
seem to be developing a viable of- 
fense at the same time Campbell 
is coming into pro football. 


ROB CARPENTER, 6-1, 214-pound second-year pro, powered way for 652 
yards in rookie campaign for Houston Oilers, averaging 4.5 yards per try. 


STREET AND SMITH‘S PRO FOOTBALL 


O. A. “BUM” PHILLIPS, Coach. 
Assistants: Ed Biles, Andy Bour- 
geois, King Hill, Ken Shipp, Joe 
Bugel, Wade Phillips, J. Paul 
Young, Bob Gambold. 


Last year the Oilers drafted of- 
fensive linemen, 1-2. 

The second-round pick, George 
Reihner, made the _ all-rookie : 
team. The first-rounder, Morris 
Towns, was a bit of a disappoint- 
ment as a rookie tackle and never 
did start. But Coach Bum Phil- 
lips announced he would switch 
him to guard this year and aim 
him at the position formally held 
by 35-year old Elbert Drungo. 

They might sacrifice a little 
speed with the 275-pound Towns 
at guard, but Bum plans to blow 
some holes open for Earl. 

Another upbeat note for 
Campbell is that last year quar- 
terback Dan Pastorini experi- 
enced a rennaisance season. Not 
since he was a wonder rookie has 
Pastorini gotten the fans so ex- 
cited. At 29, Pastorini should be 
heading into his richest years. 

Last season, Pastorini threw 
for 1987 yards and 13 touch- 
downs, while completing 53 per- 
cent of his passes. 

He was helped by the rebuild- 


EARL CAMPBELL, Heisman Trophy 
winner, fortifies Houston Oilers attack. 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


ing of the Oiler running game, 
which, later in the season, began 
to feature rookie fullback Rob 
Carpenter. 

Now, with Campbell lined up 
alongside Carpenter, the ground 
attack should allow Pastorini to 
operate with even more versatil- 
ity. Carpenter ran for 652 yards 
with a per-carry average of 4.5 
yards in his freshman year. The 
incumbent halfback, Ronnie 
Coleman, ran for 660 yards and 
averaged 3.6 a carry. 

The year before, the Oilers fin- 
ished dead last among AFC run- 
ning teams. Last year they ad- 
vanced to the middle of the pack, 
with a 25 increase in production. 

If Coleman will accept a new 
role as the third running back, in 
which he might be used in combi- 
nation with both Campbell and 
‘Carpenter, he could be even more 
effective than he was as a starter. 

The runners started keeping 
defenses honest for Pastorini. 
The sacks allowed by the Oilers 
shrunk by 16 last year, from 39 
in 1976 to 23. 

With Campbell in the backfield 
behind Pastorini, the defense will 
have to be even more wary. 

The Oilers had another tough 


i 


KENNY BURROUGH, Oilers’ wide receiver who scored eight TIM WILSON, 6-3, 220-pounder, is 
TDs in 1977, takes handoff from QB DAN PASTORINI. 


rookie fullback, Tim Wilson, who 
gained 343 yards on 99 carries 
until he was injured. They also 
acquired another hard knocker, 
Mike Voight, from Cincinnati. 
Veteran Fred Willis is expenda- 
ble. 

Pastorini has one of the NFL’s 
premier deep threats at whom to 
throw, wide receiver Ken Bur- 
rough. Everyone knows that Bur- 
rough is going long, but not many 
defenses can do much about it. 

Last year Burrough’s 43 
catches averaged 19 yards. He 
scored 8 touchdowns on his way 
to another pro Bowl appearance. 
Since there were no other Oiler 
receivers near his class, his statis- 
tics were all the more remark- 
able in that he has no one to 
remove the pressure from him. 

Eddie Foster, a little rookie, 
started opposite him last year, 
catching 15 passes for a 13.8-yard 
average. But on third down, he 
was replaced by Billy ‘White 
Shoes” Johnson, the fabulous 
kick returner. “Shoes” averaged 
20.6 on his 20 receptions and 
scored 38 touchdowns. Foster 
didn’t score. 

Last year Mike Barber shared 
the tight end position with Jim 
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Aaar d 


a promising Oiler 


running back who gained 343 yards in his rookie season. 


Giles. But Giles went to Tampa 
Bay in the Campbell deal. That 
leaves the job to Barber. Mike 
has the speed and receiving abil- 
ity. He also has the size, 6-3 and 
235 pounds, to block. The ques- 
tion is, will he? 

Behind the wide receivers are 
34-year-old Gary Garrison, a 13- 
year veteran, and untested War- 
ren Anderson. 

Offensive tackle Greg Sampson 
had a sound year in ’77. Carl 
Mauck is a steady, 10-year cen- 
ter. If Towns plays up to Reih- 
ner’s standards at guard, the Oil- 
ers can get by with journeyman 
Kevin Hunt at the other tackle. 

There are four well-experi- 
enced linemen in _ reserve: 
Drungo, guard Ed Fisher and 
tackles Conway Hayman and 
Bobby Simon. David Carter and 
Ted Hand battle to see which 
backs up Mauck. 

Speaking of reserves, the Oilers 
could use another seasoned quar- 
terback. With John Had] retired, 
Tom Duniven is the only man be- 
hind Pastorini and he didn’t 
throw a pass as a rookie. 

The second draft pick was 
quarterback Gifford Nielsen of 
Brigham Young, who was consid- 
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ered the top college player at the 
position in 1977, until he suffered 
a knee injury. 

The draft also brought the 
Southwest Conference’s top re- 
ceiver, Mike Renfro of Texas 
Christian and a couple of tight 
ends who will compete to back up 
Barber, Conrad Rucker of South- 
ern U. and Steve Young of Wake 
Forest. 

Defensively, the stood pat. The 
only defender they drafted was 
Pittsburgh back J.C. Wilson. 

Their strength is in the line- 
backing. 

In Robert Brazile, they have a 
6-4, 238-pounder who can run 
down speedy wide receivers. Bra- 
zile may be the finest linebacker 
in football. As usual, he made the 
Pro Bowl in ’77, his third pro sea- 
son. 

On the other side, 245-pound 
Ted Washington is a top blizter. 
Inside linebacker Gregg Bing- 
ham led the Oilers in tackles and 
his partner, Steve Kiner, hasn’t 
missed a down since he came to 
the Oilers. 

Behind them are Ted Thomp- 
son and Art Stringer, plus 
Harvey Hull, who missed his 
rookie year due to injury. 

The 30 man line is anchored by 
31-year-old nose guard Curley 
Culp and 32-year-old end Elvin 
Bethea, who suffered a broken 
arm in ’77. The other end is free 
agent James Young, a pleasant 
surprise last year. He led the 
team in sacks, with 8. 

Steve Baumgartner, Andy 
Dorris and Ernest Knox are sea- 
soned reserves at end. Ken Ken- 
nard backs up Culp. Jimmy Dean 
is another rookie who sat out 
is 

The secondary is a muddle. 

At 34, Zeke Moore is getting a 
little old to play corner back. The 
other corner, Willie Alexander, 
has downs as well as ups. Greg 
Stemrick, a good cover man, 
could break in here. So could 
Rich Sowells, who played for the 
New York Jets. 

Bill Currier made the all- 
rookie team at strong safety. 
Mike Reinfeldt led the team in 
interceptions with five from his 
free safety position. Someone will 
have to make room for C.L. 
Whittington, a hard hitter who 
comes back off the injury list. 


Mike Weger may be too old, 
32, to make a comeback, but Al 
Johnson has experience and Kurt 
Knoff was one of the best college 
safeties until he suffered an in- 
jury during his senior year at 
Kansas. 

Toni Fritsch kicked 12 of 16 
field goals until he got injured 
last year. The Oilers traded with 
Kansas City for veteran punter 
Jerrell Wilson, who will challenge 
young Cliff Parsley. 


1977 LEADERS AND AFC RATINGS 
SCORING—Fritsch, 55 points on 19 


XP, 12 field goals 15th 
RUSHING—Coleman, 185 carries for 
660 yds., 3.6 Avg., 5 TDs 10th 
PASSING—Pastorini, 169 of 319 at- 
tempts for 1987 yds., 13 TDs 8th 
RECEIVING—Burrough, 43 receptions 
for 816 yds., 19.0 Avg. ; 8th 
INTERCEPTIONS—Reinfeldt, 5 for 78 
yds., 15.6 Avg. llth 
PUNTING—Parsley, 77 punts, 39.4 
Avg., longest 55 yds. .. aie 


PUNT RETURNS— Johnson, 35 for 53 

yds., 15.4 Avg., 2 TDs lst 
KICKOFF RETURNS—B. Johnson, 25 
for 640 yds., 25.6 Avg., 1 TD 
Pre-season Games 

5 DENVER (N) 

14 PHILADELPHIA (N) 
19 AT Dallas (N) 

26 AT New Orleans (N) 
1978 SCHEDULE 1977 Scores 


3rd 


Aug. 


Sept. 3 AT Atlanta a= 
10 AT Kansas City 34-20 
17 SAN FRANCISCO os 
24 LOS ANGELES — 
Oct. 1 AT Cleveland 19-15 
8 AT Oakland 29-34 
15 BUFFALO —_ 
23 AT Pittsburgh (N) 10-27 
29 AT Cincinnati 10-13 
Nov. 5 CLEVELAND 23-24 
12 AT New England —_ 
20 MIAMI (N) 7-27 
26 CINCINNATI 21-16 
Dec. 3 PITTSBURGH 27-10 
10 AT New Orleans — 
17 SAN DIEGO — 


ROBERT BRAZILE, Houston Oilers line- 
backer, made five sacks last year. 


OILERS’ VETERAN ROSTER 
Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
83 Anderson, W. WR 6-2 195 8 Alcorn 
86 Barber, Mike TE 63 235 24 2 W.Va. St. 
63 Baumgartner,S. DE 6-7 275 26 2 La. Tech 
65 Bethea, Elvin DE 6-2 255 31 5 Purdue 
54 Bingham, Gregg LB 6-1 230 26 11 N.C. A&T 
52 Brazile, Robert LB 6-4 238 24 6 Purdue 
19 Alexander, W. CB 6-3 195 36 4 Jackson St. 
00 Burrough, Ken WR 6-3 210 29 9 Texas So, 
26 Carpenter,Rob RB 6-1 214 22 2 Miami (0) 
58 Carter, David C 6-2 225 24 2 West. Ky. 
47 Coleman, R. RB 5-11 198 26 5 Ala. A&M 
78 Culp, Curley G 6-1 265 31 11 Ariz. St. 
20 Currier, Bill DB 6-0 190 22 2 So. Carolina 
Davis, Antnony RB 5-10 190 25 2 So. Calif, 
67 Dean, Jimmy DE 6-4 252 22 1 Texas A&M 
23 Dempsey, Tom K 6-1 260 30 9 Palomar 
69 Dorris, Andy DE 64 240 26 6 N. Mex. St. 
75 Drungo, Elbert G 6-5 265 34 10 Tenn.St. 
11 Duniven, Tom QB 6-3 210 23 2 Texas Tech 
60 Fisher, Ed GC 6-3. 250 28 5 Arizona St, 
89 Foster, Eddie WR 5-10 185 23 2 Houston 
16 Fritsch, Toni K 5:7 195 32 7 None 
82 Garrison, Gary WR 6-1 194 33 13  S. DiegoSt. 
21 Hadi, John QB 6-1 215 37 17 Kansas 
66 Hand, Ted C 6-2 250 26 1 East. Mich, 
70 Hayman, Conway T 6-3 260 28 5 Delaware 
40 Housman, John RB 6-3 208 23 1 Houston 
48 Hull, Harvey LB 6-2 230 22 1 Miss. St. 
72 Hunt, Keven T 6-5 260 29 8 Doane 
15 Johnson, Al DB 6-0 200 27 7 Cincinnati 
84 Johnson, Billy WR 5-9 170 25 5 Widener 
71 Kennard, Ken G 6-2 245 23 2 Angelo St. 
79 Kirk, Ernest DE 6-2 265 25 2 How. Payne 
57 Kiner, Steve LB 6-1 225 30 8 Tennessee 
25 Knoff, Kurt DB 6-2 188 23 3 Kansas 
64 Knox, Ernest DE 6-2 245 25 2 SMU 
55 Mauck, Carl C 6-4 250 30 10 S. IIL. 
22 Moore, Zeke CB 6-3 195 34 12 Lincoln 
18 Parsley, Cliff P 6-1 211 23 2 Okla. State 
7 Pastorini, Dan QB 6-3 205 28 8 SantaClara 
64 Reihner, George G 6-4 263 22 2 Penn St. 
37 Reinfeldt, Mike DB 6-2 195 24 3. Wis., (Mkw.) 
73 Sampson, Greg T 66 270 27 7 Stanford 
74 Simon, Bobby T-G 6-3 252 25 3 Grambling 
29 Sowells, Rich DB 6-0 185 29 8 Alcorn St. 
27 Stemrick, Greg CB 5-11 185 26 4 Colo. St 
53 Stringer, Art LB 6-1 223 23 2 Ball St 
51 Thompson, Ted LB 6-1 220 24 4 SMU | 
76 Towns, Morris T 6-4 275 23 1 Missouri 
31 Voight, Mike RB 6-0 214 23 2 No. Carolina 
28 Weger, Mike DB 6-2 200 32 6 Miss. Valley 
39 Washington, Ted LB 6-1 245 29 11 Bowl. Green 
Wilson, Jerret P 6-2 225 37 16 So. Miss. 
45 Wilson, Tim RB 6-3 220 23 8 Boston Col. 
24 Woolford, Gary CB 6-0 178 23 1 Florida St. 
77 Young, James DE 6-2 260 27 5 Pr. View 
44 Willis, Gred RB 6-0 205 30 2 Maryland 
38 Whittington,C.L. DB 6-1 200 25 2 Texas So. 
DRAFTEES 
Round Pos. Ht. Wt. Age College 
1 Cambell, Earl RB 5-11 224 22 Texas 
3 Nielsen, Gifford QB 6-4 205 22 Brig. Young 
4 Renfro, Mike WR 5-11 184 22 TCU 
6 Rucker,Conrad TE 6-3 260 21 Southern U. 
8 Wilson, James DB 5-11 170 22 Pittsburgh 
9 Mol, Jim DE 6-6 245 22 Morningside 
10 Young, Stephen TE 6-4 223 21 Wake Forest 
11 Thicklen, Willie WR 6-2 195 22 Alabama St, 
12 Schuhmacher, J. OG 6-3 275 So, Calif. 


SCORE'S Late Telephone Service has been 
honored again!! The recent **McCusker 
Report,’’* which rated all the Late Telephone 
Services according to performance, has just 
published their rankings. SCORE was # 1. 


If you have never tried a Late Telephone Ser- 
vice before, or if you have, and were burned 
or ripped off by amateurs, learn for yourself 
why SCORE is considered the # 1 Late 
Telephone Service in the country. Remem- 
ber, it is no accident we are the fastest 
growing Sports Advisory firm in history. The 
reason for our dynamic growth is our profess- 
ionalism, reliable information and Winners!! 


*“'Sports Services: Tipsters or Gypsters?"’ published August 
1977. by Mike McCusker 


McCusker Report Rankings: 


SCORE 

P. G. 

Sports Reporter 

Pointwise 

Doc's Enterprises 

Ass'n. of United Sports Fans 
Nation-Wide (The Gold Sheet) 
Sports Newsletter 

Fans Weekly (Otis Goss) 
National Sports Services 


OP ONO Oe OO 


=! 


For information about SCORE’S Late Telephone 
Service, or to obtain a FREE copy of the 16 page 
SCORE Newsletter, write or telephone: 


THE WINNER: SCOR 


FOOTBALL FORECASTING CHAMPION 
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(617) -482-0505 


NAME 
ADORESS I 
city STATE zip l 
TELEPHONE | 
1 year Subscription to SCORE 330 
Ploase sond me a FREE sampie issue | 


Send me information on your Late Telephone Service 


| 


Return Coupon to; Sportiollo Publications, 
Sulte 805, 101 Tremont St., Boston MA 02108 
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CLEVELAND BROWNS 


PREDICTION 4th 


At you can say about the 

Cleveland Browns is that the 
standards of owner Art Modell 
are high. 

The Browns were a 9-6 team in 
1976. Not a playoff team, but a 
9-6 team. 

Last year, they opened the sea- 
son with a stunning upset, 13-3, 
over Cincinnati. The next week, 
they staggered favored New Eng- 
land, 30-27, in overtime. 

Halfway through the season, 
the Browns were in first place in 
the highly-competitive AFC-Cen- 
tral. 

Then, in early November, the 
Browns’ starting quarterback, 
Brian Sipe, was injured and side- 
lined for the rest of the season. 
Cleveland lost its last four games. 
Before the final game was played, 
Forrest Gregg was relieved of his 
head coaching job. 

There were some people who 
thought Cleveland’s 9-6 record of 
1976 was an accident. Modell, ob- 
viously, was one of them. He 
never was sold on Gregg as the 
coach. 

Into this very hot seat moves 
Sam Rutigliano, little known by 
the general public but highly re- 
garded by many NFL people on 
the inside. He was a receivers 
coach on Hank Stram’s New Or- 
leans staff when Modell hired 
him. 

Rutigliano has coached both 
offense and defense in the pros. 
He is respected as a technician. 
But that will be the lesser of his 
assets with the Browns. 

What Sam has most of is per- 
sonality, charisma, diplomacy 
and a rapport with players. His 
supporters think he may be able 
to do in Cleveland what his fel- 
low Italian, Tommy Lasorda, did 
with the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

Gregg made some basic per- 
son-to-person mistakes in Cleve- 
land. 

When things went bad, he was 


short fused. He came down too 
hard on his players. That can be 
a bad thing when your players 
don’t have a great deal of talent 
in the first place. The Browns 
probably have less than any of 
their AFC-Central opponents— 
Pittsburgh, Cincinnati and even 
Houston. 

Sipe is typical of the Cleveland 
talent. 

He doesn’t have a major league 
arm. He is too small to play quar- 
terback in the NFL. His feet 
don’t get him out of enough trou- 
ble. He’s too slow. 

But he’s won a lot of games 
since he was installed as the 
starter. He is gritty, smart and 
resourceful. For the time being, 
that’s going to have to be enough 
for Sam Rutigliano. 

Don’t expect Sam to blow his 
stack or accuse his players of 
quitting when things go badly, as 
Gregg did. He’s more likely to 
blow smoke in their ears. He 
knows he can’t afford to alienate 
what little talent he has at his 
disposal. 

And don’t expect Rutigliano to 
be distant with the owner, either. 
That killed Gregg’s chances of 
survival in Cleveland. 

Tactically, Rutigliano’s first 
move will be to make better use 
of Gregg Pruitt. He is one of the 
best runners in the NFL, but he 
doesn’t get the ball enough, espe- 
cially for a team with a marginal 
passing game. 

Runners like Franco Harris, 
Lawrence McCutcheon and Ly- 
dell Mitchell carried the ball 55- 
60 times more than Pruitt did 
last year. He averaged a half 
yard better than they did. 

Mitchell, Sam Cunningham of 
New England, Clark Gaines of 
the New York Jets and Ricky 
Young of San Diego are thrown 
to far more often than Greg, yet 
he averages four yards or more 
per reception than any of them. 

“We're going to make more 
frequent use of Greg this year,” 
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SAM RUTIGLIANO, Coach. 
Assistants: Rod Humenuik, Jim 
Shofner, Buck Buchanan, Jim 
Garrett, Rich Kotite, Chuck 
Weber, John Petercuskie, Dick 
McPherson. 


ranked 
ninth in AFC passing last season. 


BRIAN SIPE, Browns QB, 


promises the new coach. 

Last year Pruitt ran for 1086 
yards, a 4.6-yard average. He 
caught 37 passes for a 12.7-yard 
average. 

Other than wide receiver Reg- 
gie Rucker (36 receptions for a 
15.7-yard average) the Browns 
don’t have much else in the line 
of offense. 

Cleo Miller is an underrated, 
small fullback. He gained 756 
yards and averaged 4.6 yards a 
carry last year. But he benefits in 
the opposition over-defensing 
Pruitt. 

The other backs are journey- 
man. Mike Bruitt, still a disap- 
pointment, ran for 205 yards, 
Larry Poole 118. Brian Duncan is 
used mostly as a blocker and pass 
receiver. 
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The draft brought an outright 
gift, Larry Collins of Texas A&I, 
who was available on the third 
round. It was amazing, consider- 
ing Collins’ reputation, his speed, 
size and record of running for 
1000 or more yards in each of his 
four varsity seasons. Only Tony 
Dorsett ever did that before. 

The receiving setup, other than 
Rucker, probably will depend 
upon what Rutigliano thinks of 
young Dave Logan in training 
camp. Logan is a spectacular ath- 
lete. He was drafted by the pro- 
fessionals in three major sports— 
football, basketball and baseball. 
But at Colorado, and with the 
Browns, he has been hexed by in- 
juries. 

Logan played almost as much 
as Paul Warfield, now retired, did 
last year. If Dave impresses Ru- 
tigliano, he’ll probably stay at 
wide receiver and Ozzie Newsome 
will be groomed for tight end. 

Newsome is the Alabama star 
who was one of Cleveland’s two 
first-round draft choices. 

He can play wide receiver, but 
with a little more heft he also can 
cut it at tight end, something in 
the manner of Kansas City’s 
Walter White. Gary Parris 
started at tight end last year and 
caught five touchdown passes, 
but essentially he is a backup 
player. Oscar Roan, normally the 
tight end starter, has a chronic 
wrist problem. 

Also on the roster are Lawr- 
ence Williams and _ Ricky 
Feacher, both listed as kick re- 
turners as well as wide receivers. 
Keith Wright of Memphis State, 
another wide receiver, was on the 
draft list. 

The offensive line is a foreign 
legion bunch, for the most part. 

Tom DeLeone was found want- 
ing by Cincinnati, but he’s the 
Browns’ starting center. The 
guards are Robert Jackson and 
Henry Sheppard, not household 
names. Barry Darrow, another 
non-entity, starts at one tackle. 

The only offensive lineman of 
reputation is tackle Doug 
Dieken. 

Yet the Browns finished eighth 
in the NFL in rushing, tenth in 
passing and allowed only 24 
quarterback sacks. Only the Chi- 
cago Bears and Miami had better 
averages per-rushing play. 


The offensive line backups in- 
clude guard Al Dennis, tackle 
Bob Lingenfelter and Gerry Sul- 
livan, who plays center and tac- 
kle. 

When Sipe was injured last 
year, David Mays, whose chief 
experience was in the WFL, be- 
came the quarterback. The 
Browns don’t look upon him as a 
long-range answer, however. 
They have young Terry Luck 
and ex-Bill Gary Marangi on 
their veteran roster. 

The long-range answer may be 
Mark Miller, a bright young 
rookie who was drafted out of 
Bowling Green. He was consid- 
ered one of the year’s major 
sleepers. 

Also selected in the draft was 
North Carolina State’s Johnny 
Evans. His immediate function 
will be to punt for the Browns. 
He was one of college football’s 
best. for the last few years. But 
Evans also is a quarterback of 
merit. 

The Browns spent a second- 
round choice on Evans. They did 
the same with Tom Skladany of 
Ohio State the year before, but 
Skladany never did sign with 
them and was traded to Detroit 
just before this last draft. 

In Skladany’s absence, Greg 
Coleman did the punting. He 
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started off with a 47.7-yard day 
on six punts in the opener, then 
tapered off to a season average of 
39.2. 

Don Cockroft had a 17-for-23 
field goal season, which included 
a 12-for-14 performance in the 
important area within the 39- 
yard line. 

More important, he won two 
games with clutch field goals, 
beating New England in overtime 
and Houston as regulation time 
ran out. 

Defensively, the Browns were 
one of the more pliable teams in 
the NFL, especially against a 
running attack up the middle. 

That’s why the Browns used 
their first draft choice to select a 
middle linebacker, Clay Mat- 
thews of Southern California. 
Cleveland also used its first draft 
choice last year to take a middle 
linebacker, Bob Jackson of Texas 
A&M, but he never got to open- 
ing day. He won the job almost 
immediately in training camp, 
then suffered a serious knee in- 
jury. 

The knee hasn’t healed enough 
to encourage the Browns. Thus 
they tried again with Matthews. 

Cleveland has two experienced 
middle backers, Dick Ambrose 
and Bob Babich, but niether per- 
formed well and were offered in 


GREGG PRUITT, Cleveland Browns’ top rusher who went for 1086 yards 
in 1977, can count on seeing the ball more this season under next regime. 
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DAVE LOGAN, promising wide receiver; placekicker DON COCKROFT; 
solid offensive tackle DOUG DIEKEN and TOM DeLEONE, the holdover center, 
left to right, are expected to play key roles for the Cleveland Browns. BROWNS’ VETERAN ROSTER 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age fre College 
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60 Babich, Bob LB 6-2 231 30 
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The computerized pro football-only tip sheet that 
tells both the “who” and the “how much.” 


Pro Printout has an eight-year record of providing winning information. First 
off, we specialize in regular-season, pro football-games only. That’s because 
these games are more predictable. They're not as emotion-filled as college 
games. And they’re not as subject to upsets as the pro playoff games. 


No frills. Pro Printout doesn’t promise the moon, free trips, or meaning- 
less “specials.” Instead, we give you predictable information in a specialized 
area. 


No fat. Our stripped-down, facts-only newsletters not only tell you who to 
pick, but how much to play on the picks. We call it the unit management 
system. We think you'll call it the best thing that ever happened to football 
newsletters. In our worst year, our system resulted in a 143% return on invest- 
ment...In our best year, a 334% return! 


No risk. Subscribe to Pro Printout for four weeks for $25. If, after four weeks 
you haven't won with at least 60% of our picks, against the final Las Vegas 
line, we refund your money and send you four more newsletters, free!. If 
you're satisfied after four weeks, $50 buys the balance of the season. 
You can't lose! 


Send For: 

O Full season (16 weeks) foronly ............. $60.00 

0 Four weeks with $50.00 balance 
aflersatisfactiontestragestveriweesa ocean 25.00 

O Furtherinformation&sample .............. 5.00 


Make check payable to PRO PRINTOUT. 


Clip & Mail to: : 
Pint PiNTOUT- 
The Cascade Building _— 
Suite 316 E s 

6770 28th St. S.E. 


Grand Rapids, Mich. 49506 
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OAKLAND RAIDERS 


PREDICTION Ist 


T he question they used to ask 
about the Raiders is “will 
they ever win the big one?” 

They don’t ask that question 
any more. Oakland won the big 
one, the Super Bowl, in January, 
1977. 

The question they ask about 
the Raiders now is “Did they 
keep up with the times, or are 
they being passed by?” 

For the first time since 1971 
and only the second time since 
1963, the Raiders didn’t win the 
Western Division champsionship. 
Denver won it rather easily. Not 
only did the Broncos finish ahead 
of them but San Diego is brea- 
thing heavily behind them. 

In the good old days of just a 
year ago, the Raiders went 6-0 in 
their division. Last year they 


came within a whisker of playing 
just .500 football in the division. 

They split with Denver, split 
with San Diego and barely won 
the series with KC, winning the 
second game by a point on the 
final day of the season. Denver 
then beat them in the playoffs. 

The Raiders aren’t replenish- 
ing themselves like they used to 
—possibly a fatal flaw in such hot 
competition. 

They didn’t have a No. 1 draft 
choice last year, having surren- 
dered it to Green Bay in com- 
pensation for Ted Hendricks. 
They didn’t have one this year, 
either. They made a horrible deal 
with the Packers, giving up a first 
round pick along with a fourth- 
round choice in return for defen- 
sive tackle Mike McCoy, who was 
nothing more than a spear carrier 
for Oakland last year. 


RAY GUY, who can boom ‘em, averaged 43.3 yards punting last season. 
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JOHN MADDEN, Coach. 
Assistanis: Ollie Spencer, Tom 
Dahms, Tom Flores, Lew Erber, 


yrel Moore, Jim Sweeney, Ray 
Willsey. 


It was an exorbitant price to 
pay for waiver-wire quality. 

Now there is the specter of O. 
J. Simpson. 

The Raiders attempted to 
trade for the Juice, but what 
they offered wasn’t as enticing to 
Buffalo as the deal tendered by 
the 49ers. If Simpson is too far 
past his prime or he doesn’t heal 
from his knee injury or the 49ers 
don’t have enough talent to com- 
plement him, then Davis won’t 
have to worry about backlash. 

But if Simpson has one of his 
spectaculars and it is produced 
right across the Bay from the 
raiders, then The Genius will be 
second guessed all season long. 

As it stands, the best way for 
Oakland to stave off San Diego 
and overtake Denver would be 
for Ken Stabler to have the sort 
of season he had in 1976 or even 
*15. The Snake did not have one 
of his vintage years in ’77. 

His statistics were good 
enough: 2176 yards, a completion 
percentage of 57.0, 20 touch- 
downs. Even his 20 interceptions 
can be explained away by point- 
ing out that 7 of them came in a 
30-7 rout by Denver. 

But Stabler wasn’t the electri- 
fying, game-winning quarterback 
he was in the past. He may have 
to revert to that form if the 
Raiders are to come back. 

Not that the Raiders are about 
to become a welfare case. The 
points they scored and the points 
they gave up were almost identi- 
cal to what the figures were in the 
Super Bowl season. The won-lost 
record was a respectable 11-3 af- 
ter a phenomenal 13-1. 

But the competition is so hot 
now, that anything short of ex- 
cellence may not be enough. 

The Raiders concentrate more 
on the running game than they 
used to. Mark van Eeghen be- 
came the third 1000-yard rusher 
in the Raiders’ history last year - 
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(the others were Marv Hubbard 
in 1972 and Clem Daniels in 
1963). Van Eeghen is a tough, 
straightahead runner, which 
means Oakland was more inc- 
lined toward the conservative. 
His 1273 yards was the best in 
the AFC. 

Clarence Davis, van Eeghen’s 
running mate, range up 787 yards 
and rugged Pete Banaszak 214 as 
Oakland Jed the AFC in rushing. 

They ran the ball 124 more 
times than they did in the Super 
Bowl season. They passed it 57 
fewer times. 

Maybe it was a hangover from 
the Super Bowl itself. Remember 
how the Raiders destroyed Min- 
nesota by running over Art Shell 
and Gene Upshaw, their left tac- 
kle and left guard? That’s a 
memory hard to erase, especially 
for the Vikings. 

That veteran line is still intact, 
with guard George Buehler and 
tackle John Vella on the right 
side, flanking center Dave Dalby. 

One thing the Raiders may do 
a lot more of this season is throw 
to their tight end Dave Casper. 
After Casper caught a dozen 
touchdown passes in the 1976 
seasons, the entire NFL tried to 


KEN STABLER, Oakland’s QB, passed for 2176 yds. last year 
with a 57 percentage completion, 20 TDs, 20 interceptions. 


put a half nelson on him last 
year. He caught 48 passes, only 
four fewer than the year before, 
but his TDs fell to 6 and his per- 
catch was cut by a full yard. 

Cliff Branch caught 33 passes 
for a 16-yard average and a half 
dozen touchdowns. Fred Biletni- 


koff is still hanging on at 35. He 


caught 33 passes for a 13.5-yard 
average and six scores. 

The Raiders are well fortified 
at most offensive positions. 

Henry Lawrence would be a 
starting tackle or guard on most 
lines. Mickey Marvin did well as 
a rookie guard and also doubled 
as a blocking tight end. Steve 
Sylvester has three year’s experi- 
ence as a relief center. 

Ex all-pro Ted Kwalick and 
special team’s ace Warren Bank- 
ston are other tight ends. Mike 
Siani and Morris Bradshaw are 
seasoned reserves at wide re- 
ceiver. 

Carl Garrett, Hubie Ginn and 
Terry Robiskie are the sub run- 
ning backs. It’s a little thin there. 

Place kicker Errol Mann led 
the league with 99 points. He 
kicked 20 of 28 field goals, but 
the Raiders might have made a 
mistake when they cut rookie 


become the 3d 1000-yd. ground-gainer in Oakland's history. 


Rolf Benirschke last year. He 
hooked on with San Diego and 
finished the season with 12 conse- 
cutive field goals. 

Ray Guy is the best punter in 
the western Hemisphere. He led 
the NFL with a 43.3-yard aver- 
age last year and also does the 
kicking off. 

The Raiders are famous for 
salvaging players who couldn’t 
cut it elsewhere and then rehabil- 
itating them. This year’s project 
is Bobby Douglass, the big left- 
handed quarterback who frus- 
trated the Chicago Bears then 
couldn’t cut it in San Diego and 
New Orleans. 

Stabler’s other backups are 
Mike Rae, also a place kicker, 
and another lefty, David Humm. 

Defensively, the Raiders were 
an uneven unit last yar. 

They did some things well, in- 
cluding their anti-run devices. 
But they were signed by the long 
pass. They ranked 22d in the 
NFL against the pass. They had 
some trouble getting to the op- 
posing quarterbacks. 

The Raiders are strictly a 3- 
man defensive line now. 

They station huge Dave Rowe, 
still an energetic player at 33, on 
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PAT TOOMAY (67), Oakland, goes 
after his man, Rams’ PAT HADEN. 


the center’s nose, At 6-7 and 270, 
he’s a load. The ends are 6-8, 
275-pound John Matuszak and 


side men, Willie Hall and Monte 
Johnson, are both effective. 

The most experienced backup, 
Floyd Rice, didn’t play well when 
Villapiano went down, so coach 
John Madden will take a closer 
look at kids like Jeff Barnes, Rod 
Martin, Randy McClanahan and 
a free agent signed off the Buffalo 
roster, Bob Nelson, 

What happened to the Raider 
corner backs last year was that 
they were barbecued by the long 
ball, 

It was understandable in Wil- 
lie Brown’s case. He is 37 years 
old. But Skip Thomas, the other 
corner, was burned more often. 

The opportunity is there for 
two kids, Neal Colzie and Lester 
Hayes. 

George Atkinson is still a first- 
rate strong safety. His value was 
underlined by his loss (to knee 
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The Raiders had no first-round 
pick and then took defensive end 
Dave Browning of Washington in 
the second round. 

They took Derrick Jensen, a 
power runner from Texas-Arling- 
ton, on Round 3 and followed 
those picks by selecting Kansas 
offensive tackle Lindsay Mason, 
Ball State defenisve back Maur- 
ice Harvey and Missouri wide re- 
ceiver Joe Stewart. 

One of the most interesting 
picks was Kentucky’s Derrick 
Ramsey, a college quarterback 
who will be converted to tight 
end. 

But rookies seldom play for 
Oakland. Henry Lawrence was 
selected on the first round five 
years ago and still isn’t a starter. 
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INTRODUCING 


THE ULTIMATE 


DO-IT-YOURSELF FOOTBALL SYSTEM 


Well fans, another football season is on its way. 
How are you going to play it this year?Are you going 
to subscribe to that newsletter again, the one that 
didn’t arrive on time a couple of weekends last year; 
the one that is printed on Tuesdays and didn’t even 
know that the ace running back on which their No.1 
Best Bet depended had been hit by a runaway beer 
truck on Thursday and was out for the season! 

Or are you going to subscribe to that late tele- 
phate service again? You know, the one with the 

usy lines and the great winning percentages that 
somehow never seem to materialize for you but still 
cost you $500 for the season, excluding playoffs. 
erhaps you'll choose that all-around 4-star 
in-depth football publication with the six different 
analysts. They give out almost every mathematically 
possible combination of picks and do they blow 
their horn when they get a couple right! 

Whichever one you used last year, they're all 
back again this year. And so are their prices! You 
can spend $35, $50, $175, $450, $750 and so 
on. In fact, in By final year of niece | shelled out 
$850 for the full season plus playoffs. | started the 
season full of confidence that by finally spending 
the big bucks | was getting the best service. | made 
my two largest ever (up to then) plays on their 
first two Best Bet selections, They both went down 
and it was a long, long season.. Talk about playing 
catch up football. 

Nevertheless the vast majority of these self-ac- 
claimed super selection services are back again this 
year and the choice is yours. Let me offer a suggest- 
ion. Consider my system. You don’t phone me, | 
don't phone you; | don’t send you a weekly news- 
letter and you don’t send me a weekly newsletter. In 
fact once you purchase my system you don’t need 
me anymore, you don’t need anyone any more, not 
this year or next year or ever again. Because you will 
have the Ultimate Do-It-Yourself Football System. 
And from now on you do-it-yourself. You make 
your selections yourself, you become your own sel- 
ection service. And your winning percentage will be 
tremendous. Over the last 6 years the Ultimate Do- 
It-Yourself Football System has had an average win- 
ning percentage of 74.7% (vs the point spread of 
cour, what else? After all, that’s the name of this 
game. 

| developed the Ultimate Do-It-Yourself Foot- 
ball System because | wanted to see if | could find 
some way to win at this game. Obviously, there was 
no future in depending on someone else to do the 
selecting for me, especially when their selecting 
wasn’t that consistent and in some cases was down- 
right awful. | wasn’t sure what I'd find when | went 
at it but | had already developed a winning horse- 
racing system, and | simply turned my attentions 
and energy onto the football scene, Wherever there 
is a chance to make money | give it a good shot. But 
let me tell you, | surprised even myself with what | 
came up with, The consistency is super and the win- 
ning percentages are just phenomenal. 

Let me tell you, developing something like this 
is an awful lot of hard work but, as with my horse 
racing system, it has paid off. It was such a gratify- 
ing feeling for me when | realized | had done it —| 
had developed a true, solid system that consistently 
makes money. Not only that, but a feeling of such 
peacefulness and calm comes over me as | approach 
each new football season with the utmost confid- 
ence. Not like the old days when it was a nerve- 
wracking experience sifting through the selection 
services and putting up cold hard cash and most of 
the time watching it go down the drain. ! tell you, | 
am so glad those days are behind me, never to be 
experienced by me again. 

But back to the system. | am offering it for sale 
because that is my philosophy. | like to capitalize on 


my hard work and achievements as long as doing so 
doesn’t interfere with my own successful use of 
what | develop. There is no danger of that here so | 
offer to you, for your own personal use, my 
Ultimate Do-it-Yourself Football System. 

When you purchase it you will receive a break- 
down of 5 different angles to be used in selecting 
your plays from the coming weekend's slate of 
games. The angles range from a very specialized spot 
play angle (that has suffered only one defeat in 6 
years, that coming in 1976) to other angles that give 
you a good deal of action, yet maintain an incred- 
ible winning average. The winning percentages are as 


follows: 
Angle No: 1.... 83.3% .,..over 6 years 
Angle No: 2.... 77.8%....over 6 years 
Angle No: 3.... 72.2%....over 6 years 
Angle No: 4.... 71.2%....over 6 years 
Angle No: 5.... 68.9%....over 6 years 


Remember you need at least 53% to techni- 


cally be a winner at football yet the Ultimate Do-It- 


Yourself Football System gives you an average win- 
ping percentage of 74.7% over the past 6 years 
(1972-1977), with the actual breakdown as shown 
above. In other words it makes you a big winner! 

The price is a very reasonable $150.00 com- 
plete. | set this low price to encourage people to buy 
wy system, verify it, test it, use it to win and then 
tell their friends about it. As the recognition comes 
and the demand grows my price will be increased 
but that will come later and won't affect you, if you 
order now. 

Remember the $150.00 price is not a yearly 
fee or subscription rate, it is the one and only pay- 
ment you ever make to me, And once you make it 
you don’t need me or anyone else anymore to help 
you win. You are your own super selector! 

To further sweeten the deal | am offering a 
money back guarantee. If the Ultimate Do-It-Your- 
self Football System is not everything | say it is just 
send it back and | will completely refund your 
monn: | stand behind it 100%. 

0, it’s nH to you. This is something brand 
new, totally different and incredibly successful, It is 
well worth the $150.00 investment and it has a 
money back guarantee to back it up. The only 
question left is- do you really want to be a winner 
this year? If so, then do it yourself! That‘s what | 
do and |'m doing great! 

Michael Stone 


THE ULTIMATE EDGE 
P.O. Box 51, STN, W. 
TORONTO, ONT. CAN. 
M6M 4Y9 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS COUPON NOW 
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want tt em we wwe eee eee ee <== 


Make payable and mail to: 


THE ULTIMATE EDGE 

P.O. BOX 51, STN. W., 
TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA 
M6M 4Y9 


| Please send me the ULTIMATE DO-IT-YOURSELF FOOTBALL! 
+ SYSTEM with it's money back guarantee. | enclose $150.00 in' 
+ cheque or money order (sorry no C.O.D's) and I'm certainly ready to, 


Start winning by doing it myself. 
(Shipment is by First Class Mail of course.) 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY. STATE ZIP 
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DENVER BRONCOS 


PREDICTION 2nd 


T he air had turned crisp an 
the leaves orange and yellow 
when Broncomania became epi- 
demic last year. It was Oct. 16 
and the Denver team had won 
its first four games of the season. 

But other Denver teams had 
started well early in the season, 
too. The 1962 team went 6-1 for 
the first half of the season, then 
went 1-6 for the second half. 

The truth was that no Denver 
team, in the 18 seasons of its ex- 
istence, ever won a title of any 
sort. 

Besides, Game 5 was against 
the champions of the World, the 
Oakland Raiders, who had won 
16 games in a row, one short of 
the modern, NFL record. To 
make matters worse, it was to be 
played in the Oakland-Alameda 
Stadium, where the Raiders 
hardly ever lose. 

The Broncos won only twice 
there in the previous 10 years. 

But 1977 was different, in al- 
most every way, for Denver. The 
Broncos bombed the Raiders, 
30-7, that day. They made it a 
humiliation by using a trick play 


LYLE ALZADO, hurt in 1976, did 
standout job at defensive tackle. 


which had Jim Turner, the 
chubby, 36-year-old place kicker 
who still wears high-top shoes, 
catching a touchdown pass. 

Oakland got some revenge two 
weeks later when it won in Den- 
ver, but the Broncos didn’t lose 
again until the last game of the 
season when they fell to Dallas, 
their eventual conqueror in the 
Super Bowl. 

It was truly the year of the 
Horse. 

The smart money said the 
Broncs would fold in the playoffs, 
but instead they decked two for- 
mer Super Bowl winners, Pitts- 
burgh and Oakland. 

The problem in 1978 is that 
Denver’s success last year was 
based on unity, enthusiasm and 
pennant fever. 

The unity was created by, the 
enthusiasm fueled by and the 
fever kept to a high pitch by the 
team’s dynamic rookie coach, 
Red Miller. 

Denver is not a team with 
well-balanced talent. It wins 
with Deeeeefense. Spell that with 
a capitol DEEEEEEEEEE. Of- 
fensively there are many question 
marks, which will have to be re- 


BERNARD JACKSON, free safety, was 
a welcome addition to Denver Broncos. 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


ROBERT MILLER, Coach. 

Assistants: Richie McCabe, Stan 
Jones, Bob Zeman, Fran Polsfoot, 
Babe Parilli, Paul Roach, Ken 
Gray, Joe Colier, Marv Braden. 


moved by Miller if the team is to 
even approach its ’77 perform- 
ance. 

Miller was coach of the year. 
He may have to exceed his own 
first-year performance to get the 
Broncs into the playoffs again. 

Most of the questions about 
*78 center around Craig Morton, 
the born-again quarterback. 

What Morton did for Denver 
last season, after the team ac- 
quired him from the New York 
Giants in what was thought to be 
a minor trade, cannot be mea- 
sured in statistics. Eight passers 
in the American Conference 
alone threw for more yardage. Six 
AFC quarterbacks threw for 
more touchdowns. 


RED MILLER, in his first year as Denver 
Broncos coach, worked wonders in ‘77. 


RILEY ODOMS, tight end, paced the 
Denyer Broncos in receiving last year. 


But Morton was the steady, 
guiding hand on an offense which 
could have self-destructed at any 
minute, taking with it the Bron- 
cos’ excellent defense. 

Most of what Morton accom- 
plished was almost negative: He 
didn’t make the big mistake; he 
had the second-lowest intercep- 
tion rate in the AFC; he con- 
trolled the tempo so that turn- 
overs were kept at a minimum. 

By doing that, he assured that 
most of the Denver games were 
kept in the hands of the Broncos’ 
defense. 

And what a defense! 

The Broncs allowed only 148 
points, 49 fewer than the next- 
best team, Miami. They abso- 
lutely strangled the run, allowing 
only five rushing touchdowns for 
the season, plus the lowest per- 
game yardage production by foes, 
to lead the entire NFL. 

Because Denver did so well 
against the run, its anti-pass sta- 
tistics are misleading. The enemy 
threw against the Broncos more 
than against any other AFC 


team. The passes gained a lot of 
yardage. 

But in the vital categories 
Denver stood out there, too. 

The Broncos allowed only 10 
touchdown passes, one more than 
the AFC leader, and their average 
gain per-completion was second 
only to Miami. 

Denver plays the 3-4 defense 
as well, if not better, than any 
team in the league. The team has 
some of the top defensive coaches 
in the NFL, like defensive co-or- 
dinator Joe Collier and line coach 
Stan Jones. Now they added an- 
other good one, secondary coach 
Richie McCabe, formerly of Buf- 
falo. 

Jones’ linemen include one of 
the most emotional leaders in the 
league, all-pro end Lyle Alzado, 
who came off a 1976 injury to 
fire his teammates with enthusi- 
asm. 

Nose guard Rubin Carter, 
powerful and quick, is one of the 
principal reasons the Broncos are 
so successful at tying up a run- 
ning game. The other end, Bar- 
ney Chavous, is steady. 

The linebackers are the heart 
of the Denver defense. 

The turning point of the sea- 
son may have been a 73-yard 
touchdown return by outside line- 
backer Tommy Jackson of Bert 
Jones’ pass in the Broncos’ 27-13 
victory over Baltimore. Jackson 
does other things besides inter- 
cept, such as blitz with lightning 
quickness and penetrate against 
the running game. 

Inside back Randy Gradishar, 
like Jackson, was all-pro last 
year. Gradishar hits with even 
more authority than he did when 
he was an All-America at Ohio 
State. 

The other Bronco defenders 
say that outside backer Bob 
Svenson is the most underrated 
linebacker in the league. He is 
even quicker than Jackson. As 
the strong-side backer, he han- 
dles some of the best tight ends 
in football. The fourth man is 
Joe Rizzo, another uinder-sized 
but quick hard hitter. 

As a unit, the Denver lineback- 
ers are the quickest in the NFL. 

Corner Louie Wright was 
voted the best defensive back in 
the league last year. Opposing 


= > > 


BILL THOMPSON, all-pro safety, had 
five interceptions for 122 yards in ‘77. 


quarterbacks seldom test his ter- 
ritory. He intercepted only three 
passes last year, but averaged 
42.7 yards on each return. He, 
too, was all-pro. 

The other corner, Steve Foley, 
is an ex college quarterback just 
two years removed from the 
now-defunct World Football 
League. At first, enemy strage- 
tists thought he might be the 
Broncos’ achilles heel, but he 
played superbly in the big games. 

Another “minor” deal made by 
General Manager Fred Gehrke in 
the off-season brought a free 
safety, Bernard Jackson, who ce- 
mented the defense. He plays 
alongside another all-pro, strong 
safety Bill Thompson, the Den- 
ver interception leader with 5. 

There is suitable depth in the 
line with quick John Grant, Bri- 
son Manor and Paul Smith, a 
onetime star whose knee injuries 
reduced him to relief roles. 

Godwin Turk, the ex New 
York Jet, is a reliable sub for 
both inside backers, but untested 
Rob Nairne and Larry Evans, the 
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other reserves, could be chal- 
lenged hard by a rookie. 

The same goes for the second- 
ary, where Randy Poltl, Randy 
Rich and Larry Riley are the 
backups. 

The Broncos’ principal prob- 
lems are on offense. 

Denver finished tied for 18th 
among NFL passing teams. It fin- 
ished 11th in ground offense. 
Those statistics underline what 
an outstanding defense the team 
had. 

The potential for a more po- 
tent passing game is there. It was 
just that Miller declined to have 
Morton risk putting the ball in 
the air more often than he did. 
The coach thought it more im- 
portant to emphasize the unex- 
pected in the passing game and 
he was right. 

Morton did throw for 1929 
yards and 14 touchdowns. 

Look for him to use tight end 
Riley Odoms more often in 1977. 
Odoms was the team’s leading 
receiver with 37 catches for and 
11.6-yard per-catch average, with 
3 touchdowns. But Riley has the 
kind of skills Dave Casper of 
Oakland and Russ Francis of 
New England have. He can catch 
the deep ball. 

Veteran Haven Moses caught 
only 27 balls, but he averaged 20 
yards on his catches and scored 4 
touchdowns. Jack Dolbin, the 
other starter, averaged 17 yards 
on his 26 catches and scored 3 
times. 

For a change of pace, Miller 
can use fast and elusive Rick Up- 
church, who averaged 20.4 yards 
on his dozen catches. 

Behind the other starters are 
special teams- ace John Schultz 
and blocking tight end Ron 
Egloff. 

The problems are much thor- 
nier when Denver runs the ball. 
The top ball carrier last year was 
Otis Armstrong, with 489 yards 
in 130 rushes, 

That put him in 21st place 
among AFC rushers. He was 
bothered by an ankle injury most 
of the season, but he was sup- 
posed to have been healed in the 
Super Bowl. The Cowboys held 
him to 27 yards in 7 carries. 

The truth is that Armstrong 
hasn’t been the same since he 
suffered a knee injury a couple of 


years ago. He is notoriously up 
and down. He had a 1000-yard 
season in ’76, but the only big 
day he had all last year was a 
96-yard game against the pliable 
Buffalo Bills. 

Rob Lytle understudied Arm- 
strong last year as a rookie and 
finished with a better per-carry 
average than Otis, 3.9 to 3.8. He 
carried just 26 fewer times. 

Jon Keyworth is the fullback, 
He’s mainly a blocker. His under- 
study, Lonnie Perrin, carried 27 
times more than Keyworth and 
led the team in average with 4.1. 
Jim Jensen is another in the 
Keyworth-Perrin mold. 

There could be at least one al- 
teration in the offensive line. 
Andy Maurer was a beefed-up 
guard starting at left tackle last 
year. If last season’s No. 1 draf- 
tee, Steve Schindler, is ready, he 
could replace Paul Howard at 
right guard with Howard moving 
to right tackle. 

Tom Glassic is a solid youngs- 
ter at left guard and Claudie 
Minor does a workmanlike job at 
right tackle. Mike Montler was a 
sound addition from Buffalo at 
center. 


1977 LEADERS AND AFC RATINGS 
SCORING—Turner, 76 points on 31 
XP, 13 field goals, 1 TD (rec.) 7th 
RUSHING—Armstrong, 130 carries 
for 489 yds., 3.8 Ave., 4TDs .- 22nd 
PASSING—Morton, 131 of 254 at- 


tempts for 1929 yds, 14 TDs .___ 2nd 
RECEIVING—Odoms, 37 receptions for 
429 yds., 11.6 Avg.. 3 TDs ., 19th 
INTERCEPTIONS—Thompson, 5 for 
122 yds., 24.4 Avg. _.. aU: 
PUNTING—Dilts, 90 punts, 39.2 Avg., 
longest 63 yds.-....- . . 7th 
PUNT RETURNS—Upchurch, 51 for 
653 yds., 12.8 Avg., 1 TD 5th 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Upchurch, 20 for 
456 yds., 22.8 Avg. . 8th 


Pre-season Games 
Aug. 5 AT Houston (N) 
12 DALLAS 7 p.m. 
19 AT Buffalo (N) 
25 SAN FRANCISCO (N) 


1978 SCHEDULE 1977 Scores 
Sept. 3 OAKLAND 14-24 
11 AT Minnesota (N) — 
17 SAN DIEGO 17-9 
24 AT Kansas City 14-7 
Oct. 1 SEATTLE — 
8 AT San Diego 17-14 


16 CHICAGO (N) 
22 AT Baltimore 4 p.m. 
29 AT Seattle 

Nov, 5 N.Y. JETS — 
12 AT Cleveland _— 


27-13 
24-13 


19 GREEN BAY 

23 AT Detroit 12 Noon 
Dec. 3 AT Oakland 6 p.m. 30-7 

20 KANSAS CITY 23-7 

16 PITTSBURGH 21-7 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


Another possible candidate for 
Maurer’s job is ex Packer Bill 
Bain. Other tackles are Glenn 
Hyde and Henry Allison. Ex Car- 
dinal Greg Kindle is the extra 
guard with 36-year-old Bobby 
Maples the spare center. 

Jim Turner is still a steady 
place kicker and Bucky Dilts av- 
eraged 39.2 yards as the rookie 
punter. Upchurch is one of the 
NFL’s top punt returners. He 
averaged 12.8 yards last year. 


BRONCO’S Sahl i ROSTER 


No, Name Pos. Ht. t. Age College 
73 Allison, Hank OT 6-3 55 30 6. S. Diego St. 
77 Alzado, Lyle DE 6-3 250 28 8 Yankton 
24 Armstrong, Otis RB 5-10 196 27 6 Purdue 
75 Bain, Bill T 6-4 0 25 4 So, Calif. 
54 Baska, Rich LB 6-3 225 25 3 UCLA 
68 Carter, Rubin OT 6-0 256 25 4 Miami 
79 Chavous, Barney DE 6-3 252 26 6 So. Car. St. 
10 Dilts, Buck P 5-9 183 24 2 Georgla 
82 Dolbin, Jac WR 5-10 180 29 4 Wake Forest 
85 Egloff, Ron TE 6-5 238 22 2 Wisconsin 
56 Evans, Larry 18 6-2 216 24 3 Miss. Col. 
43 Foley, Steve S 5-11 185 24 3 Tulane 
62 Glassic, Tom (8 6-2 216 23 3 Virginia 
53 Gradishar, Randy LB 6-3 233 25 5 Ohio St. 
63 Grant, John DT 6-3 246 27 6 So. Calif. 
60 Howard, Paul G 63 260 27 5 Brig. Young 
65 Hyde, Glenn OT 63 250 26 5 Pittsburgh 
29 Jackson, Bernard DT 6-0 178 27 7 Wash. St. 
57 Jackson, Tom LB 5-11 220 26 6& Louisville 
30 Jensen, Jim RB 6-3 240 24 3 towa 
32 Keyworth, Jon RB 6-3 230 27 5 Colorado 
41 Lytle, Rob RB 6-1 195 23 2 Michigan 
66 Manor, Brison DE 6-4 248 25 2 Arkansas 
50 Maples, Bob C 63 250 35 14 Baylor 
74 Maurer, Andy OT 63 265 29 9 Grexog 
71 Minor, Claudie OR 6-4 280 26 5 S. Diego St 
52 Montler, Mike C 6-4 250 33 10 Colorado 
7 Morton, Craig QB 6-4 210 34 14 California 
25 Moses, Haven WR 6-2 200 31 11 S. Diego St. 
58 Nairne, Bob LB 6-4 220 23 2 Oregon St. 
88 Odoms, Riley TE 6-4 0 27 7 Houston 
23 Pane, Chris S 5-11 180 24 2 ChicoSt. 
12 Penrose, Craig QB 6-3 205 24 3. S. Diego St, 
35 Perrin, Lonnie RB 6-1 222 25 3 Illinois 
21 Poltl, Randy S 6-3 190 25 5 Stanford 
40 Rich, Randy DB 5-10 181 24 2 New Mexico 
26 Riley, Larry DB 5-10 195 23 2 Salem 
59 Rizzo, Joe tB 6-1 220 27 5 Mer, Mar. Ac. 
67 Schindler, Steve G 6-3 260 23 2 Boston Col. 
86 Schultz, John WR 5-10 182 24 3 Maryland 
70 Smith, Paul DT 6-3 256 32 11 New Mexico 
51 Swenson, Bob LB 6-3 220 24 4 California 
36 Thompson, Bill $ 6-1 200 31 10 Maryland St. 
55 Turk, Godwin LB 6-3 230 27 5 Southern 
15 Turner, Jim K 6-2 205 36 15 Utah St. 
80 Upchurch, Rick WR 5-10 170 25 4 Minnesota 
14 Weese, Norris Q8 6-1 195 26 3 Mississippl 
20 Wright, Louis CB 6-2 195 24 4 S, Jose St. 
DRAFTEES 
Round Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age College 
1 Latiner, Don DT 6-3 265 22 Miami (Fla.) 
2 Gay, Bill TE 6-4 224 22 So. Calif. 
10 Kinney, Vince WR 6-2 190 21 Maryland 
11 Brumley, Lacy OT 6-6 262 21 Clemson 
ROOKIES 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age College 
Baker, Ron FBP 6-0 211 24 Monmouth 
Behrendsen,R. OT 63 278 22 Las Vegas 
Bell, Steven TE 6-4 225 24 Cincinnati 
Benson, Gary S 6-2 185 21 Ouachita 
Brown, James SE 6-1 202 25 San Fran. St. 
Canada, Larry FB 6-2 235 23 Wisconsin 
Carruthers, K. HB 5-10 193 23 Benedictine 
Christopher, H. DB 5-10 190 23 Mor. Brown 
Cook, Melvin LB 6-5 220 21 Oregon 
Cook, Richard OT 6-4 260 22 Northridge 
Cooper, Donald WR 60 170 21 Mor. Brown 
Enis, Ric HB 6-0 195 22 Indiana 
Huddleston, John LB 6-3 231 23 Utah 
Jackson, Charles LB 6-3 236 22 Washington 
McCord, Travis WR 6-2 185 23 Drake 
Moore, Kenneth TE 63 232 23 N. Ilinois 
Mortenson, Fred QB 6-2 195 23 Arizona St. 
O'Brien, Joe S$ 6-0 202 23 Boston Col, 
Parker, John RB 5-11 215 24 Western St. 
Peters, Terry DB 5-11 175 22 Oklahoma 
Preston, Dave HB 5-10 195 22 Bowl. Green 
Salley, Ernest DT 62 250 21 Maryland 
Senini, S. RTE 6-4 215 Reno 
Smith, Donald LB 6-2 225 22 Clemson 
Snikeris, Eric LB 6-0 232 22 Wesleyan 
Solverson, Peder OT 6-4 260 25 rake 
Stevebm, David TE 6-3 235 22 Baylor 
White, Richard WR 6-4 205 22 Michigan 
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PREDICTION 3rd 


f gee: San Diego Chargers are 
making progress. It’s slow and 
painful progress, one step for- 
ward, one step backward, a step 
and a half forward. 

But it’s still progress. 

The Chargers finished at the 
break-even level in 1977, 7 victo- 
ries, 7 losses. It was their best 
record since 1969. It was also a 
more robust record than it seems. 
A one-point loss to Pittsburgh in 
the final game cost them a win- 
ning season. They also lost to 
Denver by just 3 and to New 
England by 4. 

What is paying off for the 
Chargers in the biggest way is 
the college draft of 1975, In that 
one, Coach Tommy Prothro ob- 
tained three-quarters of his de- 
fensive line and half his defensive 
backfield. 

With the Class of ’75 as the 
anchor, the Chargers’ young de- 
fense set a club record for fewest 
points allowed, 205. The old rec- 
ord had stood since 1961, when 
the Chargers were one of the 
strongest teams in the old Amer- 
ican League. 

The three third-year linemen, 
tackles Louie Kelcher and Gary 
Johnson and end Fred Dean led 
a pass rush which accounted for 
44 sacks, third in the AFC be- 
hind New England and Balti- 
more, and best in the club’s his- 
tory. 

The Chargers helped by that 
kind of pressure, led the AFC in 
pass defense, allowing only 1725 
yards. They were second in over- 
all AFC defense. 

“T think we are in the same 
class as Denver and Oakland,” 
said Prothro at the end of the 
season. “I’m not saying we're 
better than they are or even as 
good. Just that we’re in the same 
class.” 

Even Al Davis, the Raiders’ 
resident genius, thinks San Diego 
is improving. 

“They are certainly one of the 


coming teams,’ he admits. 

Just how rapidly the improve- 
ment can be accelerated depends 
upon how fast Prothro can build 
an offense to match his defense. 

Prothro has a weird situation 
on his hands. Last year he started 
James Harris, the ex Los An- 
geles Ram, at quarterback for 
half the season. Then Harris got 
hurt. Into the breach stepped one 
of the year’s surprise heroes, Dan 
Fouts. 

Fouts, warring with Prothro 
during the last part of the ’76 
season, held out for two thirds of 
the NFL season. He isolated him- 
self up in Bend, Ore., until a 
judge ruled against him in a 
court action. The legal suit had 
been brought against San Diego 
by Fouts and his agent. Howard 
Slusher, 

When Fouts finally reported, 
in reluctance, to the Chargers, it 
was if he never missed a day. 

Thrust into the lineup because 
of Harris’ injury, he completed 
19 of 26 passes for 199 yards in a 
80-28 victory over Seattle. The 
next week he went 14-for-20 for 
237 yards in a 37-14 victory 
over Cleveland. 

It was a one-man indictment of 
the necessity of training camp. 

This season the quarterback 
job will be a shootout between 
Fouts and Harris, with Fouts fa- 
vored because of his amazing 
comeback. 

No matter who does the quar- 
terbacking, he will have some im- 
posing targets. 

Charlie Joiner is still the killer 
deep receiver from his split end 
berth. He caught 35 passes for a 
15.5-yard average and 6 touch- 
downs last year. His partner this 
time will be Johnny Rodgers, 
whose debut was dampened by 
injuries. Rodgers played enough 
to catch a dozen passes for 15.6- 
yards. 

Rodgers, the ex Heisman Tro- 
phy winner, hasn’t scored an 
NFL touchdown yet, but he’s 
capable of many. 
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TOMMY PROTHRO, Coach. 
Assistants: Earnel Durden, Bob 
McKittrick, Jackie Simpson, Ray 
Perkins, Jerry Smith, Larrye 
Weaver. 


Prothro traded with the Rams 
for Harris’ old safety target, tight 
end Bob Klein. Klein beat out in- 
cumbent Pat Curran and caught 
20 passes for a 12.1-yard average. 

Other receivers include Dwight 
McDonald, a onetime starter, 
and Artie Owens. 

Five different backs gained 193 
or more yards for the Chargers 
last year. The starters are Ricky 
Young, who switched from run- 
ning back to halfback and led the 
team with 5438 yards on the 
ground and in pass catching with 
48, and Don Woods. 

Woods once was the NFL 
rookie of the year, but then suf- 
fered a knee injury. He came 
back to gain 405 yards last year. 

Joe Washington, a dangerous 
spot player, gained 217 yards, 
rookie Clarence Williams 215 and 
Bo Matthews, a onetime starter 
at fullback, 193. 

Lawrence Barnes and Hank 
Bauer also are on the roster. 

Recent drafts also produced 
three starters in the offensive 
line. Center Ralph Perretta was a 
1975 pick and so was tackle Billy 
Shields. Guard Don Macek came 
the next year. 

The glue in the line is still vet- 
erans Russ Washington, a Pro 
Bowl tackle once again, and 
guard Doug Wilkerson. 

Bob Rush, last year’s No. 1 
draft choice, could give Perretta 
a challenge. Charles Aiu is the 
backup guard and Booker Brown 
the third tackle. 

An important part of San Die- 
go’s offense is place kicker Rolf 
Benirschke, who was obtained on 
waivers from Oakland. Benir- 
schke was successful on his last 
12 field goal tries in his rookie 
season and he'll be going after the 
NFL record of 16 straight this 
year. He was 17-for-23 overall. 

The punter is Jeff West, who 
averaged 37.6 on 77 kicks. 

The Chargers drafted a player 
they never thought would be 
available when their turn on the 
first round came up—wide receiver 
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DAN FOUTS played like he had never been away in ‘77. JAMES HARRIS will battle to 


a SS 
regain starting QB spot. 


CHARLIE JOINER, San Diego Charger wide receiver, is about to make TD grab as Cincinnati Bengal KEN RILEY pursues. 
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John Jefferson of Arizona State. 
That pick enabled them to 
make a trade to fortify the defen- 
sive line. With Jefferson on the 
roster, they could afford to swap 
backup wide receiver Larry Dor- 
sey for veteran defensive end 
Wilbur Young of Kansas City. 
Young can be used to spell Dean, 
especially against the run where 
Fred’s lack of size is a liability. 

Another deal strengthed them 
at middle linebacker, where they 
had been deficient a year ago. 

Incumbent Tom Graham was 
sent to Philadelphia for a draft 
choice. Then San Diego dealt two 
draft choices to Detroit for Jim 
Laslavic, a 240-pounder who was 
the Lions’ longtime starter. Las- 
lavic is merely a journeyman, but 
behind Kelcher and Johnson he 
should provide improved play 
against the run. 

If not, then young Bob Horn 
will take a run at the job. He is 
also challenged by Ray Preston. 

The outside linebackers are 
Don Goode and Woodrow Lowe. 
Behind them is Rick Middleton. 

Mike Williams is solid at one 
corner back but Jerome Dove 
could wrest the other side from 
Hal Stringert, now that the re- 
vamped bump-and-run rule has 
put a premium on coverage. 

Clarence Duren is the free 
safety and Mike Fuller plays the 


MIKE FULLER paced Chargers in 
punt returns ih 12.9-yard sD SToae 


strong side, with Pete Shaw as 
the swing man. Fuller provides a 
bonus. He finished fourth in the 
AFC in punt returns with a 
12.9-yard average. 

It was an offensive draft, start- 
ing with Jefferson. 

He should find immediate work 
as the backup for both Rodgers 
and Joiner. 

The next three picks were of- 
fensive tackle Milton Hardaway 
of Oklahoma State, running back 
Ricky Anderson of South Caro- 
lina State and guard John 
Choma of Virginia. 

Hardaway is enormous, 6- 
foot-8 and 305 pounds. The ques- 
tion is can he play? If he can, 
he’ll be the eventual successor to 
Russ Washington. Choma could 
be groomed as Wilkerson’s heir. 

Anderson was one of the 
draft’s top sleepers, a big fast 
back who catches well and can 
block. He may insert himself im- 
mediately into the crowded bat- 
tle for a starting job. 

Cliff Featherstone, a defensive 
back from Colorado State, and 
Gavin Hedrick, a punter from 
Washington State, could be 
prominent figures. 


1977 LEADERS AND AFC RATINGS 
SCORING—Benirschke, 72 points on 
21 XP, 17 field goals .. 
RUSHING—Young, 157 carries for 
543 yds., 3.5 Avg, 4 TDs ........ 18th 
PASSING—Harris, 110 of 211 at- 


tempts for 1240 yds..5 TDs ..... -12th 
RECEIVING—-Young, (rb), 48 recep- 
tions for 423 yds., 8.8 Avg, ....... oth 
INTERCEPTIONS—Fuller, 5 for 61 
Vas NEPAD AVE kei Ble nye ole. ay 13th 
PUNTING—West, 72 punts, 37.6 
Avg., longest 59 "yds, Sei .17th 


PUNT RETURNS—Fuller, 28 for 360 
yds., 12.9 Avg, 1 TD . 4th 
KICKOFF RETURNS —Williams, 24 for 
481 yds., 20.0 Avg. eistow ‘ 


Pre-season Games 
Aug. 4 AT Seattle (N) 
12 AT Los Angeles (N) 
19 N.Y. JETS (6 p.m 
26 AT N.Y. Giants (5 p.m.) 


1978 SCHEDULE 1977 Scores 
Sept. 3 AT Seattle 30-28 
10 OAKLAND 12-7 
17 AT Denver 9-17 
24 GREEN BAY — 
Oct. 1AT New England 20-24 
8 DENVER 14-17 
15 MIAMI 14-13 
22 AT Detroit 0-20 
29 AT Oakland 0-24 
Noy. 5 CINCINNATI 24-3 
12 KANSAS CITY 16-21 
19 AT Minnesota —_ 
26 AT Kansas City 23-7 


Dec. 4 CHICAGO 6 p.m. —- 
10 SEATTLE — 
17 AT Houston _ 


nine-year vet, 


pouG WILKERSON, 
does solid job at offensive guard, 


CHARGERS’ VETERAN ROSTER 


Yrs. 

No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
64 Aiu, Charles G 6-2 254 23 3 Hawail 
35 Barnes, L. RB 5-11 220 23 2 Tenn. St. 
37 Bauer, Hank RB 5-10 195 23 2 C. Lutheran 
6 Benirschke, Rolf K 6-0 165 22 2 UC Davis 
55 Brown, Booker T 6-2 257 25 3 So. Calif 
as Colbert, Danny CB 5-11 176 27 4 Tulsa 

82 Curran, Pat TE 6-3 238 32 10 Lakeland 
71 Dean, Fred DE 6-3 228 25 4 La. Tech 
73 DeJurnett, Cc. OT 6-4 270 25 3 S. JoseSt. 
87 Dorsey, Larry WR 6-1 195 24 3 Tenn. St. 
48 Dove, Jerome CB 6-0 186 24 2 Colorado St. 
21 Duren, Clarence S$ 6-1 190 27 6 California 
14 Fouts, Dan QB 63 204 26 6 Oregon 

42 Fuller, Mifle S$ 59 188 24 4 Auburn 

50 Goode, Don LB 6-2 225 26 5 Kansas 

12 Harris, James QB 6-4 217 30 9 Gramblin 
‘55 Horn, Bob LB 6-3 237 23 3 £ Oregon St. 
11 Jeffrey, Neal QB 6-0 180 25 3 Baylor 

79 Johnson, Gary DT 6-2 254 25 4 Grambling 
18 Joiner, Charlie WR 5-11 188 30 10 Grambling 
68 Jones, Leroy DE 6-8 265 27 3 Norfolk St. 
74 Kelcher, Louis DT 6-5 282 24 4 SMU 

84 Klein, Bob. E 65 245 30 10 So. Calif. 
54 Laslavic, Jim LB 6-2 235 26 6 PennSt. 
69 Lee, John DE 6-2 253 24 3 Nebraska 
51 Lowe, Woodrow LB 6-0 227 23 3 Alabama 
62 Macek, Don G 6-3 253 23 3 BostonCol. 
41 Matthews, Bo RB 6-4 230 26 § Colorado 
89 McDonald,D. WR 6-2 187 26 4 S. Diego St 
57 Middleton, R. LB 6-2 228 26 5 OhioSt. 

19 Munson, Bill QB 6-2 205 36 15 Utah St. 

10 Olander, Cliff P-QB 6-5 196 22 2 N.M.St 

85 Owens, Artie WR 5-10 174 24 3 WestVa 

53 Perretta, Ralph C 6-2 250 24 4 Purdue 

52 Preston, Ray LB 6-0 215 23 3 Syracuse 
20 Rodgers, J. WR-RB 5-10 180 26 2 Nebraska 
56 Rush, Bob C 65 258 22 2 Memphis St. 
44 Shaw, Peter S 5-10 184 23 2 No'western 
66 Shields, Billy oo 6-7. 254 24 4 Ga. Tech 

45 SH Hal 5-11 185 25 4 Hawail 
24 Washington, Joe RB 5-10 182 24 3 Oklahoma 
70 Washington, Russ 7 6-7 290 31 11 Missouri 
80 West, Jeff P-TE 6-3 211 24 4 Cincinnati 
63 Wilkerson, Doug a 6-3 257 30 9 N.C. Central 
40 Williams, C, 5-9 188 22 2 So. Carolina 
20 Williams, Mike cB 5-10 180 24 4 LSU 

Woods, Don 6-1 209 26 5 New Mexico 
34 Young, Rickey ie 6-2 198 24 4 Jackson St. 
99 Young. Wilbur DE 6-6 290 28 8 Wm. Penn 
DRAFTEES 

Round Pos. Ht. Wt. Age College 

1 Jefferson, John WR 6-1 184 21 Arizona St. 
2 Hardaway, Milton T 6-9 324 23 ele es St. 
3 Anderson, Rickey HB 6-0 205 24 C. State 
5 Choma, John 6-5 241 22 virginia 

7 Featherstone,C. CB 5-11 182 20 Colorado St, 
8 Hedrick, Gavin P 6-3 190 21 Wash, St, 
9 Bradley, Henry DT 6-2 260 24 Alcorn St. 

Whitlatch, Blake LB 6-1 233 22 LSU 

10 Price, Charles TE 6-3 223 22 Cincinnati 
12 Bell, Kevin WR 5-11 180 22 Lamar Tech 
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On sale every Thursday at most major newsstands throughout the country. 


mae FOOTBALL 
BEST BETS 


WEEKLY 
: Almost 75% Upset Special Winners 
» In 1977 By The Pointspread 


Early Official Las Vegas Line- 

NFL and College Stickouts-Upset Specials-Solid 
Recommendations-Team Power Ratings-College 

and NFL Selections For All Games with Predicted 
Final Pointspreads-Analysis of 5-6 Best College and 
Pro Best Bets - Top Underdogs Advised 


WE PREDICT UPSETS 


Football Best Bets is tailor made for the grid fan who is looking for standout Best Bet 
Selections. We specialize in selecting underdogs to win games outright—last year 
our upset Best Bet underdogs won with amazing regularity. Football Best Bets 1976 
and 1977 upset specials won by the pointspread almost 75% of the time. Think of 
it—FBB readers won 3 out of ever 4 games by the points—with our underdogs—not 
just one particular week, or 2 weeks, but 75% winners for the entire football season 
and our regular game selections won almost 70% of the time. Yes—almost 7 out of 
every 10 games, were pointspread winners week in and week out. 1978 figures to be 
our best yet. 


ACCURATE INFORMATION—OUR MAIN ASSET 


Accurate information means that we are on top of the college and pro football 
scene. After hundreds of sources of information have been carefully scrutinized, 
we come up with our five or six best selections. 


EXTRA SPECIAL—LAS VEGAS MISTAKE 


Every week, Las Vegas comes out with an inaccurate line on one, two, and 
possibly three games. When this happens, FOOTBALL BEST BETS will be 
there to provide the revised and correct line in every issue. 


NEW REVISED POWER RATINGS 


FOOTBALL BEST BETS power ratings give you an instant PRE-PLAY of the 
game—it's not a pointspread—it's the scoring differential between the two 
teams—which gives you the TRUE pointspread. It shows YOU the wrong line 
EVERY TIME! 
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FOOTBALL FOOTBALL WINNING COMBINATION YOU 
| BEST BETS BEST BETS ACTION ee BE save | 
| 343 Great Neck Road., O 1 issue $3 O 1 issue $3 1) 1 issues of each $5 $1 l 
| Great Neck, N.Y. 11021 O 6 issues $15 O 6 issues $15 1) 6 issues of each $25 $5 | 
“0 19 issues $35 *O) 19 issues $35 *O 19 issues of each $50 $20 | 
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Save money-up to 50%-by sub: , 
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| we'll mail you the exhibition sea Enclosed remittance as checked; please mail Football Best Bets First Class (Airmail where necessary). Add $1,25 per issue | 
son Best Bet selections free! for Special Delivery. lf combination subscription ts ordered, you pay only one $1.25 Special Delivery charge for each week 
| Pre-season Best Bets will b ordered. *19-issue subscription includes all College Bowls, N.F.L. Playoffs and Super Bowl. **30-issue subscription in- | 
| ‘Tabi a “ e Bae miler Boat: Super Bowl, COMPLETE BASKETBALL SEASON, including Post-season College Tournaments i 
available only by mail — d yotts 


SSS SS SSS ne eer ee are ae | 


126 


PREDICTION 4th 


he Seahawks don’t think 
they deserve to be labeled an 
expansion team any more. 

“We'd rather be known as a 
young team that’s building, 
rather than an expansion club,” 
says General Manager John 
Thompson. “It’s time we shook 
off the expansion label.” 

Why not? 

The young Seahawks won 
more games, 5, than any second- 
year expansion team in NFL his- 
tory last year. They were better 
than their 5-9 record, in fact. For 
the last ten games of the season 
they were a .500 team, 5-5. 

They even won two games on 
the road, a 17-0 victory over the 
Jets in New York and a season- 
ending, 20-19 victory at Cleve- 
land. 

After the last game, Jack Pa- 
tera had his contract as head 
coach extended through 1980. It 
was well deserved. Patera did an 
excellent job and the Seattle or- 
ganization is far, far ahead of 
Tampa Bay, which came into the 
NFL at the same time. 

The Seahawks’ scoring inflated 
by 153 points and their defense 
allowed 56 fewer points in ’77. 

Seattle will be in business for a 
long, long time before they sign a 
more valuable free agent than 
Jim Zorn or trade more judi- 
ciously than they did when they 
acquired Steve Largent. 

Zorn and Largent are the heart 
of the Seattle team. 

Zorn was on the Los Angeles 
‘thide” squad in 1976, when per- 
sonnel chief Dick Mansperger, 
who had been with Dallas when 
Zorn spent a training camp with 
the Cowboys, signed him as a 
free agent. 

The former Little All-Ameri- 
ca quarterback from California 
Polytechnic was the Seahawks’ 
most valuable player in their first 
season. Last year he threw 16 
touchdown passes. In one game 
against Buffalo he passed for four 
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JACK PATERA, Coach. 


SEATTLE SEAHAWES ittrc tics Riome, Andy Mac 
Donald, Howard Mudd, Jack 


Christiansen. 


JIM ZORN, the southpaw Seahawk quarterback, missed four games due to 
injury in 1977 campaign, but passed for 1687 yards, including 16 touchdowns. 


STEVE LARGENT, Oiler castoff, has been a top-notch receiver for Seattle 
Seahawks the past two seasons, grabbing 33 for 643 yards, 10 TDs in ‘77. 
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touchdowns and ran for another 
as Seattle ran up the highest 
point total in the NFL for 1977, 


56 points. 
Zorn is the perfect quarterback 
for an exp. . . Ooops! A young 


team. He can scramble out of 
trouble. 

He didn’t run too much last 
year, just 25 times. But he aver- 
aged 5.6 yards a carry when he 
did. His maneuverability comes 
in handiest against the pass rush. 
He was sacked only 12 times, 
which is incredible for a building 
offense. 

Largent got a quick peek at 
the Houston training camp two 
years ago. The Oilers needed a 
wide receiver, but even though 
they drafted him the fourth 
round, they thought so little of 
his chances that they shipped 
him to Seattle for an eighth- 
round pick. 

Largent has 87 receptions in 
two years. He averaged 19.4 
yards on his 33 catches last year 
and pushed his touchdown pro- 
duction from 4 to 10. 

The Seahawks knew what they 
were doing. Their quarterback 
and receiver coach is Jerry 
Rhome, who coached Largent at 
Tulsa. Rhome realized that Lar- 
gent knew where the end zone 
was located. Steve caught 14 pas- 
ses in each of his last two seasons 
to lead the nation’s colleges. 

Seattle used part of the deal 
for the second pick in last year’s 
draft (otherwise known as Tony 
Dorsett) to pick up a partner for 
Largent. 

They sent one of the second- 
round draft choices they received 
from Dallas for Dorsett back to 
the Cowboys for wide receiver 
Duke Fergerson. It was a gamble. 
Fergerson was coming off the in- 
jury list. But he played fairly 
well, catching 19 passes for a 
19.6-yard average and 2 scores in 
his first season in the NFL. 

The tight end is ex-basketball 
player Ron Howard. Patera 
might do better with a new man. 
Howard’s pass-catching statistics 
dropped from 37 to 10 and he’s 
not a thunderous blocker. 

The Seahawks have a bright 
backup for Zorn. When Jim was 
hurt last October, Steve Myer 
stepped in and threw four touch- 
down passes as Seattle defeated 


TERRY BEESON, DON DUFEK, and SAMMY GREEN, right to left, make stop. 


RON CODER, 6-4, 250, is one of the Seahawks more promising linemen. 


Tampa Bay, 30-23, in the Expan- 
sion Bowl. Myer completed a 
club record 8 straight that day. 
Myer, who didn’t get into a game 
as a rookie the year before, had a 
completion record 12 points 
higher than Zorn’s 53.8-41.4. 

The situation is unsettled in 
the offensive line. 

The Seahawks have some 
young talent which must play. 
The quicker they develop more of 
it, the quicker the running game 
will take shape. 

Tom Lynch broke in as a 
rookie guard last year. He could 
have a bright future. The other 
guard is young Ron Coder. Art 
Kuehn, who came from Washing- 
ton in the expansion draft, is not 
old, but he will be heavily chal- 
lenged by another younger player 
for the center job. It’s John 
Yarne, who was a high draft 


choice last year. Bob Newton and 
Gordon Jolley are the reserve 
guards. 

One tackle job belongs to 
Steve August, the fellow the Sea- 
hawks picked on the first round 
with the Cowboy pick they re- 
ceived for Dorsett. August was 
injured in a motorcycle accident 
before the season started and 
played only six games. He has to 
come through in order not to em- 
barass the organization. 

Norm Evans, the durable old 
ex-Dolphin, still contributes at 
86, but he has to be replaced 
soon. Nick Bebout is the other 
vet on the roster, but the eventual 
successor probably will be some- 
one like the rookies drafted this 
season, Louis Bullard of Jackson 
State or Rich Grimmett of IIli- 
nois. Grimmett is a future proj- 
ect. He lettered only his senior 
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year but has potential, 

Once they have a dependable 
line, the Seahawks could run the 
ball more successfully. 

Seattle used two power backs 
at the same time last year. Sher- 
man Smith, a 6-4 225-pounder, 
led the team with 763 yards and 
a 4,7-yard average. Don Tester- 
man, a journeyman fullback, 
gained 459 yards and averaged 
3.9. 

Rookie David Sims, a sturdy, 
216-pounder, added 369 more, 
averaged 3.7. Testerman caught 4 
touchdown passes, Smith and 
Sims three each. 

But the man who could change 
the look of the running game is 
Al Hunter, who joined Seattle 
after the season began. Hunter 
was supposed to be the top man 
in Notre Dame’s backfield last 
season, then was declared ineligi- 
ble. The Seahawks acquired him 
in a special draft. 

Hunter may have the outside 
speed which the attack lacks. If 
so, look for Smith to be switched 
to fullback and be teamed with 
him. Hunter led the Hawks with 
a 5.6-yard average on 32 carries. 

Defensively, the picture is 
much grimmer. To correct it, the 
Seahawks made their first three 
draftees defensive picks. All three 
could start. 

The top pick was Keith Simp- 
son, a rugged corner back from 
Memphis State. No. 2 was an- 
other Keith from Memphis State, 
Butler, a middle linebacker. No. 
3 was safety Bob Jury of Pitt. 

The Seahawks ranked next- 
to-last in total defense, next-to- 
last in pass defense, and third 
from the bottom in defense 
against the rush. They gave up 
the most points, 387; the most 
touchdowns, 42; and sacked the 
quarterback only 18 times. 

Seattle has only one quality 
defensive lineman, Steve Nie- 
haus, and they have trouble 
keeping him healthy. He missed 
six games last year. 

There is one promising youngs- 
ter, Dennis Boyd, and a lot of 
veteran journeyman or marginal 
players like Ron East, Richard 
Harris, Alden Roche, Bob Lurt- 
sema and Horace Jones, 

Assuming Butler adjusts to 
outside linebacker, -Head Coach 
Jack Patera will have a most 


promising linebacking corps. 

Terry Beeson made the all- 
rookie team last year and Sammy 
Green has been starting since he 
was a rookie. Pete Cronan is 
also a promising kid, Veteran 
Ken Geddes started last year. 

In reserve are veteran Amos 
Martin and youngsters Charles 
McShane and Mike Jones. 
Randy Coffield missed his rookie 
year with injury. The draft 
brings another interesting name 
—George Halas of Miami, Fla. 

Dave Brown and Eddie Mc- 
Millan are the incumbent corner 
backs, but it seems almost cer- 
tain that there will be some 
switching around when Simpson 
arrives. Brown also has experi- 
ence at safety. 

Don Dufek, a _ promising 
youngster, and veteran Steve 
Preece are the incumbent safe- 
ties, Jury and possibly Brown 
could change that, Cornell Webs- 
ter and Autry Beamon, who 
started nine games, also are on 
the roster. Another drafted 
rookie is John Harris of Arizona 
State. 

Herman Weaver, the ex Lion, 


1977 LEADERS AND AFC RATINGS 
SCORING—Leypoldt, 60 points on 33 
XP, 9 field goals ..T.13th 

Largent, 60 points on 10 


touchdown passes ... oe) cyte KEG 
RUSHING—Smith, 163 carries for 
763 yds,, 4.7 Avg, 4 TDs ...-. 7th 
PASSING—Zorn, 104 of 251 at- 
tempts for 1687 yds., 16 TDs 14th 
RECEIVING—Largent, 33 for 643 
yds., 19.4 Avg., 10 TDs ....__.... 24th 
INTERCEPTIONS—Beamon, 6 for 36 
sss) DA AVE. nee aoe ene ee .. 9th 
PUNTING—Weaver, 58 punts, 39. 
Aveg., longest 59 yds... he tol 
PUNT RETURNS—Packer, 20 for 131 
Vass OS sAVE sso rete ee ert ee aVtD 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Hunter, 36 for 
820 yds., 22.8 Avg. Oe s t 9th 
Pre-season Games 
Aug. 4 SAN DIEGO (N) 
12 AT San Francisco (6 p.m.) 
17 LOS ANGELES (N) 
24 CHICAGO (N) 
1978 SCHEDULE 1977 Scores 
Sept. 3 SAN DIEGO 28-30 
10 AT Pittsburgh 20-30 
17 AT N.Y. Jets 17-0 
24 DETROIT —_ 
Oct. 1 AT Denver — 
8 MINNESOTA — 
15 At Green Bay ( Mil.) — 
22 OAKLAND — 
29 DENVER 13-24 
Nov. 5 AT Chicago — 
12 BALTIMORE 14-29 
19 AT Kansas City 34-31 
26 AT Oakland 7-44 
Dec. 3 CLEVELAND 20-19 


10 At San Diego 
17 KANSAS CITY 
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finished with a 39.5-yard punting 
average. John Leypoldt, the ex 
Bill, was successful on half his 18 
field-goal tries, but his 5-for-9 


performance from within the 39 
made him suspect, 


SEAHAWKS’ VETERAN ROSTER 


Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
12 Adkins, Sam QB 62 214 22 2 Wichita st, 
46 Adzick, George S$ 63 199 23 1 Minnesota 
76 August, Steve T 6-5 254 23 2 Tulsa 
27 Beamon, Autry S$ 6-1 190 24 4 E, Tex. St 
63 Bebout, Nick T 65 260 26 6 Wyoming 
58 Beeson, Terry LB 6-3 240 22 2 Kansas 
31 Benjamin, Tony RB 6-3 225 22 2 Duke 
68 Boyd, Dennis DOT 66 255 22 2 Oregon St 
22 Brown, Dave CB 6-1 190 25 4 Michigan 
60 Coder, Ron G 6-4 250 23 3 Penn St. 
§2 Coffield, Randy LB 6-3 215 24 2 Florida St. 
57 Cronan, Peter LB 6-2 238 23 2 BostonCol, 
25 Dufek, Don S$ 60 195 23 3 Michigan 
74 East, Ron DT 6-4 248 34 11 Montana St, 
73 Evans, Norm T 65 250 35 14 TCU 
89 Ferguson, Duke WR 6-1 193 24 2 S. Diego St, 
36 Geddes, Ken LB 63 235 30 8 Nebraska 
56 Green, Sammy LB 6-2 230 23 3 Florida 
77 Harris, Richard DE 6-5 258 30 8 Srambiing 
62 Hodges, Ruben DE 6-5 260 24 1 Miss. Valley 
87 Howard, Ron TE 6-4 240 27 5 Seattle 
24 Hunter, Al RB 5-11 195 23 2 Notre Dame 
64 Jolley, Gordan T 6-5 245 28 7 Utah 
79 Jones,Horace DE 64 260 28 7 Louisville 
53 Jones, Mike LB 6-3 224 23 2 Jackson St, 
54 Kuehn, Art C 63 255 25 3 UCLA 
80 Largent, Steve WR 5-11 184 23 3 Tulsa 
3 Leypoldt, John K 62 230 31 8 No Follege 
23 Long, oe S$ 5-11 189 22 1 Whitwo 
70 Lurtsema, Bob ODT 6-6 250 36 12 West. Mich, 
61 Lynch, Tom G 6-5 260 22 2 Boston Col. 
49 Marinaro, Ed RB 6-2 207 27 7 Cornell 
50 Martin, Amos LB 6-3 228 29 6 Louisville 
$4 McCulium,Sam WR 6-2 203 25 5 Montana St. 
41 McMillan, Eddie CB 6-0 190 26 6 Florida St. 
59 McShane,Chas. LB 6-3 230 24 2 Lutheran 
16 Myer, Steve QB 62 188 23 3 New Mexico 
78 Newton, Bob G 6-5 260 28 8 Nebraska 
71 Niehaus, Steve DE 6-4 255 23 3 Notre Dame 
20 Preece,Steve S$ 61 195 31 10 Oregon St. 
83 Raible, Steve WR 6-2 195 23 3 Ga. Tech 
82 Rayhle, Fred TE 6-5 225 23 1 Chattanooga 
55 Reece, Geoff C 6-4 247 25 3 Wash. St. 
75 Roche, Alden DE 6-4 255 32 9 Southern 
66 Sandifer, Bill DT 6-6 260 26 4 UCLA 
81 Sawyer, John TE 6-2 230 24 4 Solern Miss. 
35 Sims, David RB 6-3 216 22 2 » Tech 
47 Smith, Sherman RB 6-4 225 23 3 Miami (0.) 
42 Testerman, Don RB 6-2 230 25 3 Clemson 
67 Van Valkenberg T 6-5 240 23 1 Washington 
18 Weaver, Herman P 6-4 210 29 9 Tennessee 
38 Webster, Cornell S 6-0 180 23 2 Tulsa 
51 Yarno, John C 65 251 23 2 Idaho 
10 Zorn, Jim QB 6-2 200 24 3 Pomona 
DRAFTEES 
Round Pos. Ht. Wt. Age College 
1 Simpson, Kelth DB 6-1 195 21 Memphis St. 
2 Butler, Keith LB 6-4 225 21 Memphis St. 
3 Jury, Bob OB 6-2 200 22 Pitts urgh 
5 Bullard, Louis T 6-6 265 21 Jackson St 
6 Starks,Glenn WR 5-10 180 22 Texas A&l 
7 Harris, John DB 6-2 200 21 Arizona St. 
9 Grimmett, Rich T 66 265 22 Iinois 
10 Stewart, Bob WR 6-5 205 22 Lafayette 
11 Halas, George LB 6-2 235 21 Miami 
12 Bergeron, Jeff RB 6-0 200 22 Lamar 
FREE AGENTS 
Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age College 
Carter, Jerome DB 6-0 180 22 Delaware St. 
Clemons, Jon G 64 245 21 rk. Tech 
Dales, Gene LB 6-2 220 22 Oregon St. 
Drennen, Joe C-T 6-5 250 22 st. Ky. 
Eberle, Tim LB 6-2 235 22 Canisius 
Ellis, Ricky WR 63 210 Fullerton 
Fefer, Steve OT 6-4 245 22 exas A&! 
Garrett, Lance S$ 6-0 195 21 So. Carolina 
Gross, Elton TE 6-5 225 21 uilford 
Justin, Kerry GB 5-11 175 22 Oregon St. 
owe, Ralph K-P 6-2 195 21 Idaho 
McCadden, Bill S$ 61 200 22 Cal Poly 
Midboe, Steve D 6-4 240 22 Minnesota 
O'Brien, Mike S$ 61 195 21 California 
‘Gara, Bob G 63 255 21 fami 
Palmer, Scott QB-P 6-3 205 22 Anderson 
Peets, Brian TE 6-4 225 21 Pacific 
Potter,Gaar DT-G 6-4 255 23 W. Colorado 
Renfrow, Mike T-G 6-4 242 21 N.W. Mo. 
(ta, Jeff FB 6-1 215 22 Portland 
Sorenson, Ric’ K 61 190 23 Chico St, 
Stefl,Mark  TE-DE 6-10 235 Long Beach 
Stephens, Frank S 6-2 205 21 ui 
Studdard, H. WR 6-4 208 23 So. Calif, 
Taylor, slip RB 5-11 200 22 Okia, State 
Tisdel, Je QB 6-0 200 21 Reno 
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KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 


PREDICTION 5th 


M arv Levy is a very bright 
man. 

He was a Phi Beta Kappa 
graduate of Coe College. He 
holds a master’s degree in history 
from Harvard. 

Which brings up an interesting 
question: What in hell possessed 
him to take the Kansas City 
Chiefs’ head coaching job? 

The Chiefs spent too long with 
Hank Stram. They couldn’t re- 
cover under Paul Wiggin. Now 
Levy, who won two Grey Cups as 
head coach of the Montreal Al- 
ouettes, is asked to bring order 
out of chaos. 

Owner Lamar Hunt, splattered 
with Wiggin’s blood in that un- 
pleasant massacre, wants some 
stability in his franchise again. To 
achieve it, he signed Levy to a 5- 
year-contract. Marv may need 
every minute of it. 

The Chiefs can’t run the ball. 
They can’t stop the running of it. 
They have the worst defense in 
the NFL, overall. They have a 
critical quarterback problem. 

First things first. 

“You have to build that de- 
fense first,” says Levy. “I believe 
a strong defense builds champi- 
onships.” 

Backing those words with ac- 
tion, Levy drafted defensive play- 
ers with his first four selections. 
They were: 

Art Still, Kentucky defensive 
end. 

Sylvester Hicks, 
State defensive tackle. 

Gary Spani, Kansas State line- 
backer. 

Danny Johnson, 
State linebacker. 

All four could end up as start- 
ers. It’s not that they are all 
sure-fire players. It’s just that 
the Chiefs have so few decent 
players at their positions. 

Still was the first defensive 
lineman taken in the draft. Most 
teams rated him where the Chiefs 
did. He has great pass-rush po- 
tential. To clear the way for him, 


Tennessee 


Tennessee 


Levy traded veteran defensive 
end Wilbur Young to San Diego 
during the draft. 

Hicks, a tough, mean guy, can 
play either tackle or end. He’ll 
probably be used where he’s 
needed most. 

Spani should step into the 
middle linebacker job. He’s big 
and strong enough and a smart 
player. The job became vacant 
when Willie Lanier was traded to 
Baltimore. 

Johnson, who still needs a 
great deal of polish, is one of the 
fastest linebackers around. Since 
Jim Lynch retired, he has a big 
opportunity at once. 
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MARV LEVY, Coach. 

Assistants: Joe Spencer, Bobby 
Ross, Rod Rust, Walt Corey, Dick 
Roach, Tom Pagna, Kay Dalton. 


Besides trading Young, Levy 
did some other housekeeping. He 
made the announcements, prema- 
ture as it turned out, that 33- 
year-old linebacker Billy An- 
drews and 31-year-old running 
back Ed Podolak were retiring. 
He also traded veteran punter 
Jerrell Wilson to Houston. 

There is still a lot of average 
talent and deadwood on the ros- 
ter. 

If Walt Corey, the team’s new 
defensive line coach, can get 
something out of two young guys, 
Cliff Frazier and Keith Simson, 
as well as develop Still and 
Hicks, ‘the Chiefs could be set 


JACK RUDNAY, right, Kansas City center, battles CURLEY CULP of Oilers. 
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there in a couple of seasons. 

If Levy chooses, he could have 
a kiddy-kar linebacking unit of 
Spani, Johnson and Thomas 
Howard, a second-year man. 
With Lanier, Lynch and Andrews 
gone, all Levy has is kids. Jimbo 
Elrod and Dave Rozumek have 
just two year’s experience and 
Ray Burks one. 

The most experienced defen- 
sive lineman is John Lohmeyer, 
who enters his fifth year. But he 
is linebacker size. So is Whitney 
Paul. Willie Lee is 28, but he 
played only two years. 

The picture brightens in the 
secondary. 

Free safety Gary Barbaro won 
the Chiefs’ most valuable player 
award last year, intercepting 
eight passes and returning one 
for 102 yards for a touchdown. 
That tied an NFL record. Bar- 
baro is starting his third season. 

Tim Gray complements Bar- 
baro at strong safety. 

Corner back Gary Green, last 
year’s No. 1 draftee, was named 
to the all-rookie team. Across 
from him is 18-year veteran 
Emitt Thomas, who may be 
pushed by skinny Tim Collier. 


GARY BARBARO was Chief Most Valu- 
able Player in ‘77 with 8 interceptions. 


ker 


He took an interception back 100 
yards for a score. 

Ricky Davis and Ricky Wes- 
son are the backups. The draft 
brought Ricky Odoms, the 
Southern California star, and 
Ray Milo of New Mexico State. 

Offensively, the biggest trouble 
spot is quarterback. 

Mike Livingston never has es- 
tablished himself as a major- 
league starter and, at 32, time is 
running short, especially on a 
building team. 

Livingston threw for 1823 
yards and nine touchdowns in 
°77, but he was intercepted 15 
times. It didn’t helped that the 
Chiefs’ blockers allowed their 
quarterbacks to be sacked 48 
times. 

Levy can go with someone 
younger, 28-year-old Tony 
Adams, but Adams hasn’t proven 
much in his three NFL seasons. 
Last year he had one of the high- 


est interception rates in the 
league as a relief pitcher. 
Third-stringer Mark Vitali 


didn’t throw a ball in his rookie 
season. 


JAN STENERUD, Kansas City Chiefs placekicker, suffered worst season in ‘77. 
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There is another possibility: 
rookie Pete Woods of Missouri, a 
major talent who was injured 
often in college. 

Whoever is elected will benefit 
from improved pass receiving. 
Walter White is one of the best 
receiving tight ends in football. 
He caught 48 passes for a 14- 
yard average and five touch- 
downs last year. Henry Marshall 
averaged 19.3 yards on his 23 
catches and scored four times. 

Now there is another blazer. 
The Chiefs received young Larry 
Dorsey from San Diego in the 
Wilbur Young trade. Dorsey 
didn’t start for the Chargers, 
but he averaged 19.8 yards on his 
10 catches and scored twice. 

Dorsey will have to beat out 
Larry Brunson, who averaged 
14.8 yards on 20 catches. But 
Larry took a hike on the Chiefs 
during the season which puts him 
in the unreliable category. 

Tony Samuels looked like an 
adequate tight end backup as a 
rookie. Also available is Ed Beck- 
man. The wide receiver roster is 
so shallow, Emmett Edwards, a 
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journeyman, was signed as a free 
agent. More help may come from 
Jerrold McRae of Tennessee 
State and. Bill Kellar of Stanford, 
both of whom came in the draft. 

Levy almost certainly will in- 
vest his running game with two 
young backs, Tony Reed and 
Mark Bailey, both of whom were 
*17 rookies, 

Reed was runnerup to Podolak 
in ground gaining with 505 yards. 
His 59-yard run was the Chiefs’ 
longest. Bailey, a 237-pound 
thumper, played mostly late in 
the season and averaged four 
yards on 66 carries. Reed also 
was a 4-yard average carrier, 
which isn’t bad considering the 
Chiefs’ line. 

Kansas City has two name vet- 
erans on its running back roster., 
John Brockington and Mac- 
Arthur Lane, but whether they 
remain there by the start of the 
season is debatable. Lane is at 
least his listed 36 and Brocking- 
ton is 30, but hasn’t had a good 
season in several years. 

Two other young runners, Ted 
McKnight and Arnold Morgado, 
are untested. John Henry White 
of Louisiana Tech is the only 
drafted rookie. 

The offensive line is a mystery. 
There seems to be some talent 
there, but getting it to produce 
consistently has been a stickler 
so far. 

The one veteran anchor is cen- 
ter Jack Rudnay, a throwback to 
the days when the Chiefs were a 
winner. At 30, Rudnay should re- 
main in Levy’s building plans. 

Matt Herkenhoff, whose de- 
velopment was held back by two 
years in the World Football 
League, has promise at one tac- 
kle. Getting Jim Nicholson to 
play consistently on the other 
side is a must. 

There are two major latent tal- 
ent among the guard candidates, 
Charlie Getty and Rod Walters. 
If each played to his potential it 
would help. The other experienced 
guards are Tom Condon and 
Tom Wickert. Darius Helton is a 
second-year guard and Bob Sim- 
mons a second-year tackle. 

Tackle Larry Brown of Miami, 
Fla., and center Willie Brock of 
Colorado were the only drafted 
offensive linemen and they were 
late picks, 


Zenon Andryszyn, a longtime 
Canadian League star, was 
signed as a free agent to replace 
Wilson as the punter. 

Jan Stenerud had his worst 
season as a field goal kicker. He 
was 0 for 7 from beyond the 40; 
which suggests he may have lost 
power in his leg at age 34. 

McKnight averaged 25.4 yards 
as a kickoff return man, but the 
draft brings a top kickoff and 
punt returner in Grambling’s 
Robert Woods. 

Levy is banking on a great deal 
of improvement coming from his 
new coaching staff. 

Rod Rust, who was with Mary 
in Montreal, is his defensive co- 
ordinator. Dich Roach, another 
Montreal aide, will coach the sec- 
ondary. Other newcomers include 
Corey, Tom Pagna, Kay Dalton 
and Bobby Ross. Pagna, a long- 
time assistant to Ara Parseghian, 
is making his debut in pro ball. 
So is Ross, former head coach at 
The Citadel. Corey comes from 
Cleveland and Dalton from Buf- 
falo. 

The only hold over from Wig- 
gin’s staff is offensive line coach 
Joe Spencer. 


1977 LEADERS AND AFC RATINGS 
SCORING—Stenerud, 51 ies on 27 
XP, 8 field goals ___. 16th 
RUSHING—Podolak, 133 carries for 


550 yds., 4.1 Avg, 5 TDs -._.. _16th 
PASSING—Livingston, 143 of 282 
attempts for 1823 yds., 9 TDs ....11th 


RECEIVING— White, 48 receptions for 


674 yds., 14.0 Avg, 5 TDs ..... 7th 
INTERCEPTIONS—Barbaro, 8 for 165 
yds., 102-yard TD vs. Seattle _. 3rd 
PUNTING—Wilson, 88 punts, 39.9 
Avg., longest 59 yds. sone 3rd 
PUNT RETURNS—Green, 14 for 115 
yds., 8.2 Avg. e .15th 
KICKOFF RETURNS—McKnight, 12 
for 305 yds., 25.4 Avg. £224 .18th 
Pre-season Games 
Aug. 5 AT Green Bay (N) 
12 MINNESOTA (N) 
20 AT New England 
26 ST. LOUIS (N) 
1978 SCHEDULE 1977 Scores 
Sept. 3 AT Cincinnati 7-27 
10 HOUSTON 20-34 
17 AT N.Y. Giants oa 
24 DENVER 7-14 
Oct. 1 AT Buffalo —_ 
8 TAMPA BAY = 
15 AT Oakland 20-21 
22 CLEVELAND 7-44 
29 AT Pittsburgh — 
Nov. 5 OAKLAND 28-37 
12 AT San Diego 21-16 
19 SEATTLE 31-34 
26 SAN DIEGO 7-23 
Dec, 3 BUFFALO —- 
10 AT Denver 7-23 


17 AT Seattle = 
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ART STILL, KC Chiefs’ top draft pick, 
steps in as regular defensive end. 
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No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
11 Adams, iy: QB 6-0 198 27 4 Utahst. 
53 Andrews, B i] iy LB 6-0 220 32 12 (ta La 
Andrushyn, K 62 210 32 8 UCLA 
56 Ane, Charlie C 6-1 233 25 4 Michigan st. 
39 Bailey, Mark RB 6-3 237 23 2 Long Beach 
53 Ball, Aaron LB 6-2 230 23 1 Fullerton 
26 Barbaro, Gary S$ 63 198 23 3 Nicholls St. 
85 Beckman, Ed TE 6-4 223 22 2 Florida St. 
43 Brockington, J. RB 6-1 225 29 8 Ohio St. 
51 Brown, Ken C 6-3 240 24 1 New Mex. 
83 Brunson, Larry WR 5-11 180 28 5 Colorado 
59 Burks, Ray LB 6-2 217 22 2 UCLA 
37 Collier, Tim CB 5-11 166 23 3 €E. Tex. St. 
65 Condon, Tom G 6-3 240 25 4 Boston Col. 
40 Davis, Ricky DB 6-0 180 24 4 Alabama 
Dorsey, Larry WR 6-1 195 25 3 Tenn. St. 
80 Edwards, E. WR 6-1 190 25 3 Kansas 
57 Elrod, Jimbo LB 6-0 223 23 3 Oklahoma 
61 Frazier, Cliff OT 64 265 25 2 UCLA 
77 Getty, Charlie G 6-4 260 25 5 Penn St. 
46 Gray, Tim S 61 200 25 4 Texas A&M 
24 Green, Gary CB 5-11 184 22 2 mics 
62 Helton, Darius G 62 260 23 2 N.C. Central 
60 Herkenhoff, Matt T 6-4 255 26 3 Minnesota 
52 Howard, Thomas LB 6-2 208 23 2 Texas Tech 
42 Lane, MacArthur RB 6-1 220 35 11 Utah St 
78 Lee, Willie OT 6-4 250 27 3 B.-Cookman 
10 Livin neston. Mike ee 64 210 32 ll 
71 Lioy 6-6 255 23 2 W. Tex. St. 
87 Lohmeyer, John DE 6-4 229 26 5 Emporia St. 
22 McKnight, Ted RB 6-1 203 23 2 Duluth 
89 Marshall, Henry WR 6-2 205 23 3 Missouri 
21 Morgado, Arnold RB 6-0 210 25 2 Hawaii 
70 Nicholson, Jim T 6-6 275 27 5 MichiganSt. 
64 Paul, Whitney DE 6-3 220 24 4 Colorado 
14 Podolak, Ed RB 6-1 220 30 10 lowa 
32 Reed, Tony RB 5-11 197 22 2 erlaragy 
50 Rodgers, Otis LB 6-3 228 23 1 lowa St. 
55 Rozumek, Dave LB 6-1 212 23 3 N, Hampshire 
58 Rudnay, Jack C 6-3 240 30 9 WNo’rwestern 
81 Samuels, Tony TE 6-4 229 23 2 B.-Cookman 
73 Simmons, Bob T 64 260 23 2 Texas 
72 Simons, Keith OT 6-3 254 23 3 Minnesota 
31 Smith, John RB 5-11 186 23 1 Bolse St. 
3 Stenerud, Jan K 6-2 187 34 12 Montana St. 
85 Taggert,D. WR 6-0 180 25 1 Tex. So. 
18 Thomas, E. CB 6-2 192 34 13 Bishop 
6 Vitali, Mark QB 6-5 209 22 2 Purdue 
84 Wade, Charlle WR 5-9 160 27 4 Tenn, St 
76 Walters,Rod G/T 6-3 258 23 2 lowa 
25 Wesson, Ricky DB 5-9 163 22 2 SMU 
88 White, Walter TE 6-3 218 26 4 Maryland 
66 Wickert, Tom G/T 6-4 252 25 5 Wash. St 
44 Wilson, Jerrel P 6-2 222 36 16 So. Miss 
99 Young, Wilbur DE 6-6 290 28 8 W. Penn 
DRAFTEES 
Round Pos. Ht. Wt. Age College 
1 Still, Art DE 6-7 252 Kentuck' 
2 Hicks, S. DT-DE 6-442 248 Tenn, St. 
3 Spani, Gary LB 6-2 230 Kansas St, 
4 Johnson, Danny LB 6-1 216 Tenn. St. 
Woods, Pete QB 6-3 214 Missouri 
5 McRae, Jerrold WR 6-1 201 Tenn. St. 
Carey, Dwight DT 6-3 247 Arlington 
Woods, R. WR-KR 5-64 159 Grambling 
7 Odom, Ricky DB 6-0 183 So. Calif. 
Kellar, Bill WR 5-11 187 Stanford 
8 White, JohnH. RB 5-9 191 L. Tech 
9 Brown, Larry OT 6-5 263 Miami 
10 Bryant, Earl DE-DT 6-414 277 Jackson St. 
11 Milo, ey $ 5-11 178 New Mex. St. 
12 Brock, Willie C 6-2% 246 Colorado 
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SUPER BOWL XIl 


At New Orleans, La., Jan. 15, 1978 


DALLAS i...5 200% 10 3 7 7-27 
DENVER ......... o oOo 10 o-10 
SCORING 


FIRST QUARTER 


Dallas—DORSETT, 2-yard run (5 plays after HUGHES 
intercepted MORTON pass at Denver 25), HER- 
RERA, PAT; HERRERA, 35-yard field goal. 


SECOND QUARTER 


Dallas—HERRERA, 43-yard field goal (6 plays after 
KYLE intercepted MORTON pass and returned 19 
yards to Denver 35). 


THIRD QUARTER 


Denver—TURNER, 47-yard field goal (after drive 
from Denver 35, kept alive by Dallas 4th down 
penalty for 12 men on field). 

Dallas—JOHNSON, 45-yard pass from STAUBACH 
(after 58-yard, 5-play drive). HERRERA, PAT. 
Denver—LYTLE, 1-yard plunge TD (after 'UPCHURCH 
67-yard Kickoff runback to Dallas 26 and JEN 

SEN'sS 16-yard run). TURNER, PAT. 


FOURTH QUARTER 


Dallas—RICHARDS. 29-yard TD pass from NEW- 
HOUSE (just after KYLE recovered loose fumble), 
HERRERA, PAT. 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 


RUSHING—Dallas—JOHNSON, 1 for minus 9 yards; 
DORSETT, 15 for 66; NEWHOUSE, 14 for 55; 
2 PEARSON, 3 for 11; STAUBACH, 4 for 6; 

WHITE, 1 for 13; LUDLOW, 1 for 
Denver KEYWORTH: 5 for 9 yards: ARMSTRONG, 
7 for 27; LYTLE, 10 for 35; PERRIN, 3 for 8; 
JENSEN, 1 for 16; WEESE, 3 for 26. 

PASSING—Dallas—STAUBACH, 17 of 25 for 183 
yards; D. WHITE, 1 of 2 for 5; NEWHOUSE, 1 of 
1 for 29 (TD). 

Denver—MORTON, 4 of 15 for 39 yards, 4 inter- 
cepted; WEESE, 4 of 10 for 22. 

RECEIVING—Dallas—P. PEARSON, 5 for 37 yards; 
DORSETT, 2 for 11; DuPREE, 4 for 66; NEW 
HOUSE, 3 for minus a JOHNSON, 2 for 53; 
RICHARDS, 2 for 38; D, PEARSON, 1 for 13. 
Denver—MOSES, 1 for 21 yards; PERRIN, 1 vd 
pee 7; DOLBIN, 2 for 24; orn. 2 for 9; 

1 for 5; UPCHURCH, 1 for 9, 

INTERGEPT1ONS~Oallas HUGHES, 1_ for 10 yards; 

KYLE, 1 for 19; BARNES, 1 for 0; HENDERSON; 
1 for 27, 
Denver—None. 


TEAM STATISTICS 


, Dallas Denver 
First downs : 17 il 
Rushes-Yards 38-143 29-121 
Passing yards . 182 35 
Passes-Att,, Comp., Int. 28-19-0 25-8-4 
Punts-Average §-41,6 4-38.2 
Fumbles-Lost 6-2 4.4 
Penalties-Yards 12-94 8-60 


ATTENDANCE—76,. 

OFFICIALS—Referee, Jim Tunney; Umpire, Joe Con- 
nell; Line judge, Art Holst; Linesman, Tony Veteri; 
Back judge, Ray Dougtas; Field judge, Bob Wort- 
man; Alternates—Cal LePore and Frank Sinkovitz. 


FINANCIAL ipsa 


* Total Revenue $6.9-milli 
* Live gate, $2,267,490 Os 583 @ $30) 
* TV $4.5 million from NBC Network 


PAYOFF 


+ Winning players, $18,000 each 
* Losing players, $9,000 each 
* Winning team, $42,000 for championship rings 


@ $750 each 

* Lnsing team, 321,000 for 
@ $375 each 

* For expenses, each club, $170,000 plus 80 round 
trip air tickets to Bowl 

* General expenses for league, $500,000. (Media 
work; Kits; Publications and Promotions; Media 
transportation; Working facilities; Communica- 
tions; Hospitality) 

* Officials, $1,500 eac 

© Superdome rental, 
expenses. 


championship rings 


"$50,000 Plus miscellaneous 


ALL SUPER BOWL RESULTS 


—GREEN BAY 35, KANSAS CITY 10 
( —GREEN BAY 33, OAKLAND 14 

1969 (III) —NEW YORK JETS 16, BALTIMORE 7 

1970 (IV) —KANSAS CITY 23, MINNESOTA 7 

1971 (V) —BALTIMORE 16, DALLAS 13 

1972 (VI) —DALLAS 24, MIAMI 3 

1973 (Vil) —MIAMI 14, WASHINGTON 7 

1974 (VIII}—MIAMI 24, MINNESOTA 7 

1975 (IX) —PITTSBURGH 16, Pty ede 6 

1976 * —PITTSBURGH 21, DALLAS 

1977 (XI) —OAKLAND 32, MinNESDIA {a 

1978 (XII) —DALLAS 27, DENVER 1 


AFC CHAMPIONSHIP 


At Denver, Colorado, Jan. 1, 1978 


OAKLAND ....... 3 QO O 14-17 
DENVER .......+. 7 O F 6—20 
SCORING 


FIRST QUARTER 
Oakland—MANN, 20-yard field goal (after 18-play 
drive lasting 8:47). 
Denver—MOSES, 74-yard pass from MORTON; 
MANN, PAT. 
THIRD QUARTER 
Denver—KEYWORTH, 1-yard run (after MANOR re- 
covered DAVIS fumble on Oakland 17, MORTON 
moved Broncos to 2-yard line, then McCOY 
scooped up LYLTE's fumble, ran towards other 
end zone only to have linesman ED MARION 
whistle play dead. RICE’s turbulent protest of 
controversial decision drew unsportsmanlike 
conduct penalty and ball was moved to 1-yard 
line), TURNER, PAT. 

FOURTH QUARTER 
Oakland—CASPER, 77-yard pass from STABLER, 
MANN, PAT. 
Denver—MOSES, 12-yard pass from MORTON (3 
plays after SWENSON intercepted STABLER and 
returned it 14 yards to Raiders’ 17), Bad snap 


on PAT. 

Oakland—CASPER, 17-yard pass from STABLER 
(after 74 yards in 8 plays). MANN, PAT. 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING—Oakland—VAN EEGHEN, 20 for 71 
yards; BANASZAK, for 22; Denyer—PERRIN, 
11 for 42 yards; ours 7. for 26; KEYWORTH, 
8 for 19; ARMSTRONG, 7 for 16. 

PASSING—Oakland—STABLER, 17 of 35 for 215 
yards, 1 interception. Denver—MORTON, 10 of 
20 for 224 yards, 1 Interception. 

Mia Ta A re arma 5 for 71 yards; 
BILETNIKOFF, m4 for 38; BRANCH, 3 for 59; 
VAN EEGHEN, for 8. 


Benver—MOSES, 5 for 168 yards; PERRIN, 2 
or 

TEAM STATISTICS 
, Oakland Denver 
First downs 5 20 
Rushes-Yards 36-94 37-91 
Passing yards .. 204 217 
Passes-Att.,, Comp., Int. © 35-17-1 20-10-1 
Punts-Average 5§-36.0 4- a 8 
Fumbles-Lost 2-2 0-0 
Penalties-Yards 2-6 8-46 


ATTENDANCE—74,982 
OFFICIALS—Referee, Chuck Herberling; Umpire, 
Ralph Morcroft; Linesman, Ed Marion; Line Judge, 
Bruce Alford; Back Judge, Stan Javie; Field Judge, 
Armen Terzian. 
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STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


NFC CHAMPIONSHIP 


At Dallas, Texas, Jan. 1, 1978 


DALLAS ..... tome COMI, 8 —7—2S 
MINNESOTA ..... o 6 0 O-6 
SCORING 


FIRST QUARTER 
Dallas—RICHARDS, 32-yard TD pass from STAUBACH 
(second play after MARTIN recovered MILLER 
puntiy at Minnesota 39), HERRERA kick deflected 
y ELLER. 


SECOND QUARTER 

Dallas—NEWHOUSE, 5-yard run (after 46 yards c& 
8 plays). HERRERA, PAT. 

Minnesota—COX, 32-yard field goal (after 44-yard 
pass Interference penalty against WATERS at 
allas 8), 

Minnesota—COX, 37-yard field goal (after LEE 
passed 9 ee to WHEN 10 to RASHAD, 19 
to VOIGHT, 15 to 

Dallas—HERRERA, 21- yard eld goal (after drive 
from Dallas 25; STAUBACH passed 12 to D. PEAR- 
SON, 16 to DUPREE, 32 and 8 to P. PEARSON). 


FOURTH QUARTER 
Dallas—DORSETT, 11-yard run (after Saldi recov- 
ered fumbled punt by MOORE at Minnesota 35 
and NEWHOUSE 23-yard rush on 3 carries). 
HERRERA, PAT. 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING—Minnesota—FOREMAN, 21 for 59 yards; 
MILLER, 3 for 5. 
Dallas—NEWHOUSE, 15 for 81 yards; DORSETT, 
PASSING—Minnesota—LEE 14 of 31 for 158 yards, 
1 interception, 
Dallas—STAUBACH, 12 of 23 for 165 yards, 1 
interception. 
SEEN poe a neon e: WHITE, 3 for 46 yards; 
MILLER, r 49, 
Dallas “b: PEARSON, 4 for 62 yards; P. PEAR- 
SON, 3 for 4 


Tas STATISTICS 


First downs .. 12 16 
Rushes-Yards 30-66 39-170 
Passing yards 148 158 
Return yards .. r 2 67 
Passes-Att., Co 31-14-1 12-23-1 
Punts-Average 8-35.0 8-36.6 
Fumbies-Lost 5-3 1-1 
Penalties-Yards 5-32 5-24 


ATTENDANCE—61,968 

OFFICIALS—Referee, Pat Haggerty: Umpire, Gordon 
Wells; Linesman, Al Sabato; Line Judge, Dean Look; 
pack ake, Tom Kelleher; Field Judge, Dick 
olac 


,Most Informative 


READ BY ALL COACHES, OFFICIALS, PLAYERS 
AND FANS FOR THE PAST 37 YEARS 


Our football writers, TOPS in the nation, through keen 
interviews 
players, present a complete analysis of each team in 
their area. All areas are thoroughly covered. 


with coaches, officials and 


OVER 295 TEAMS ANALYZED AND INDEXED 
163 COMPLETE SCHEDULES 

SELECTOR’S CHART 

TOP 15 TEAMS SELECTED 

INDIVIDUAL & ACTION PHOTOS GALORE 


No other football publication gives you 176 pages 
OF SOLID FOOTBALL READING or anywhere near that 
amount of football in one package. 


38th on saLE NOW 
year ALL NEWSTANDS 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


TIGHT ENDS (Cont. from page 10) 


telegraphed their offensive inten- 
tions by employing two tight 
ends. When Paul Seymour was in 
the lineup, the enemy could plan 
on defending a running play. 
When he was replaced by Reuben 
Gant, it usually meant a pass was 
coming. 

It wasn’t exactly slick strat- 
egy. 

Gant was so disgusted that he 
played out his option. But then 
the Bills hired Chuck Knox, the 
highly-successful Los Angeles 
coach, to run things beginning in 
78. Knox was not thrilled with 
the tight end shuttle system. 

“Signing Gant is one of our 
priorities,” he said. 

Seymour probably will be a 
tackle this year. 

The New York Jets did their 
switching last year, The Jets are 
in the midst of an enormous of- 
fensive changeover, with young 
Richard Todd succeeding Joe 
Namath at quarterback. 

In order to help Todd and also 
to hype his running game, rookie 
coach Walt Michaels shuffled his 
receivers last year, He moved 
wide receiver Jerome Barkum to 
tight end and tight end Richard 
Caster to the outside. 

Tronically, both had been col- 
lege tight ends at the same 
school, Jackson State, 

Caster suffered a broken hand, 
which limited his playing time, 
but even so, the move obviously 
was a success. Barkum averaged 
17.3 yards on his 26 catches just 
about what he was doing as a 
wide receiver. His blocking 
helped the running game and he 
became Todd’s security blanket, 
leading the club with six touch- 
down receptions. 

Caster averaged his usual 20 
yards on 10 catches and when he 
is healthy the shakeup should 
reap a lot more. 

Tight ends are so valuable, 
that they seldom are traded. 

There are only two regulars in 
the NFL who have been traded: 
Raymond Chester of Baltimore 
(who came from Oakland in a big 
deal for Bubba Smith) and Bob 
Klein of San Diego, who would 
have retired if he had stayed in 
Los Angeles. 

The only other tight end of 
note who was traded is Charles 


Young of the Rams, who had 
played out his option in Philadel- 
phia. His rights and those of 
quarterback Ron Jaworski were 
then swapped. Jaworski also had 
played out his option. 

Kansas City’s tight end Walter 
White, who was the Chiefs’ lead- 
ing receiver, came on waivers 
from over-stocked Pittsburgh a 
few years ago. Greg Latta of the 
Bears played in the World Foot- 
ball League for ex-Chicago coach 
Jack Pardee, then his rights were 
traded from Baltimore to Chi- 
cago, 

Fugett played out his option in 
Dallas, where he played behind 
Dupree, and Washington signed 
him. 

It’s easy to see why the old 
scout thinks MacAfee is the pre- 
mium player coming out of this 
year’s draft. 

The team which drafted Ma- 
Afee, incidentally, was the San 
Francisco 49ers. Joe Thomas, the 
49ers’ general manager, has a 
well-deserved reputation for hav- 
ing an excellent eye not only for 
talent but how it should be de- 
ployed. 

He had a two-pronged idea in 
mind when he selected McAfee. 

“First, we wanted somebody 
who could help O.J. Simpson 
turn the corner,” explained 
Thomas. 

The 49ers are in the process of 
building an offensive line. Since 
Simpson figures to play only two 
more seasons, they couldn’t take 
their time about getting him 
some help. McAfee’s blocking 
ability will be put to immediate 
use. 

Then there is the case of Jim 
Plunkett. 

When the 49ers traded a for- 
tune in draft choices to obtain 
the veteran quarterback three 
seasons ago, it was assumed that 
he would be an immediate smash 
hit for his new team. He wasn’t. 
And when he failed to produce as 
advertised, his confidence was de- 
flated, 

McAfee’s ability as a receiver, 
particularly as a possession 
catcher in what will probably be 
a run-oriented offense to capital- 
ize upon O.J,’s presence, should 
help re-inflate Plunkett's confi- 
dence. 
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When the Buccaneers traded 
the first. pick in the draft to 
Houston, they accepted all draft 
choices in return payment—except 
for one item. 

The one player Tampa Bay in- 
cluded in their package they 
would get for the first pick was a 
tight end, young Jimmy Giles. 

Giles is a second-year player 
with classic tight end abilities. 
John McKay, the Bucs’ coach, 
hopes Giles can give him just 
about what McAfee might have, 
with the added bonus of a year’s 
experience. 

There is a problem with tight 
ends, They wear out. 

Kramer had just a half dozen 
productive years. Mackey aver- 
aged 40 pass catches a year for 
seven years, then ‘abruptly slid. 
Mike Ditka averaged 62 catches 
for his first four seasons, then be- 
came an ordinary player. 

There are rare exceptions. 
Jackie Smith of the St. Louis 
Cardinals had 11 big seasons. 

But the careers of many tight 
ends burn out for obvious rea- 
sons. 

“We perform two jobs,” says 
Mackey. “We run pass patterns, 
long as well as medium and short, 
just like the wide receivers do. 
And that’s not only in a game, 
that’s every day in practice. 

“On top of that, we have to 
block like an offensive linemen, 
Anyone’s body can take just so 
much of that before it begins to 
wear out.” 

For the last few years, tight 
ends also have labored under an- 
other handicap, They have been 
mugged in broad daylight by line- 
backers and safeties who were 
able to resort to all sorts of du- 
bious methods to prevent them 
from getting out into their pass 
routes. 

But last spring the NFL own- 
ers voted to add an extra official 
to the officiating crews for each 
game. The extra man’s principal 
duties will be to monitor the cen- 
ter of the field, especially the 
area in which hammer locks and 
half nelsons have been applied to 
the tight ends. 

The expectation is that the 
Caspers, Francises and McAfees 
will be reasonably free and more 
important than ever, =) 


How would 
you like 


‘Superpick 


9 pointwise \ Free Trial 
winners out of 
every 10 


We are so confident that we can produce 90% or 
better winners pointwise for you in 1978 that we are 
making this unprecedented offer. We are not going to 
burden you with what our staff of experts accom- 
plished last year as various other firms do, since we 
realize you have no way of verifying those winners. In- 
stead, we've got the best method yet to prove to you 


Offer 


Late telephone service for 
College & Pro Games - yours 
for the asking - absolutely Free 
during August, September 

and October 


what Superpick can do. 

Call us beginning with the very first pre-season 
game and throughout the month of August. and then 
for the next 6 weeks of the College and regular NFL 
pro-season, absolutely free at no obligation 
whatsoever. 


We are confident you will get 9 Pointwise Winners out of 
every 10 games released! 


Then and only then if you are satisfied you can subscribe to our service at our regular rates of: $100 for 4 
weeks—College & Pro or $200 for balance of the season which includes Bowl Games and Playoffs. 


Rush us your name and address by return mail and we will send you our special phone number and hours to 
call during August and September for our Key College & Pro Releases & Best Bet Specials. We know we can 
make you a believer with 9 pointwise winners out of every 10 games! Better yet—if you are still skeptical take 
our service free as advertised for August, September and October and chart the results—on paper. One way or 
another you will have proof positive—What Superpick can do for you. 
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SUPERPICK—140 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10038 


SSP 


(_ ) Seeing is believing. Enclosed is no fee. Send me your special telephone number 
to obtain free at no obligation whatsoever your College & Pro releases and best bets 
for August, September and October. 

(_ ) 1 was with you before and am confident that you can give me 9 out of 10 winners. 
Enclosed find $100 for 4 weeks service after free period 

(_ ) Enclosed find $200 for season, which includes Bow! games. Pro Playoffs and 


Super Bowl. 
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STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


1978 NFL SCHEDULE 


SEPT, 
2—New York Giants at Tampa Bay .. 
3-—Green Bay ot Detroit 
Houston at Atlanta ... 
Kansas City at Cincinna 
Los Angeles at Philadelphia - 
Miami at New York Jets 
Minnesota at New Orlean 
Oakland at Denver 
Pittsburgh at Buffal: 
St. Louis at Chicago 
San Diego at Seattle ..... 
Son Francisco at Clevela 
Washington at New Englan 
4—Baltimore at Dallas ....... 
9—Detroit at Tampa Bay . 
10—Atlanta at Los Angeles .- 
Chicago at San Francisco 
Cincinnati at Cleveland ...... 
Dallas at New York Giants . 
Houston at Kansas City 
Miami_ at Baltimore ..... 
New England aft St. Louis .. 
New Orleans vs. Green Bay at 
New York Jets at Buffalo .. 
Oakland at San Diego ........ 
Philadelphia at Washington . 
Seattle at Pittsburgh ... 
11—Denver at Minnesota 
17—Buffalo at Miami .... 
Chicago at Detroit 
Cleveland at Atlanta 
Dallas at Los Angeles . 
Kansas City at New York Giants 
Oakland ct Green Bay ............. 
Philadelphia at New Orleans . 
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati .. 
San Diego at Denver ... 
Son Francisco at Houston 
Seattle at New York Jets .. 
Tampa Bay at Minnesota 
Washington at St, Louis .... 
18—Baltimore at New England 
24—Atlanta ot Tampa Bay .. 
Baltimore at Buffalo _ 
Cleveland at Pittsburgh 
Denver at Kansas City . 
Detroit at Seattle ...... 
Green Bay at San Diego 
los Angeles at Houston .. 
Miami at Philadelphia .... 
New England at Oakland 
New Orleans at Cincinnati ... 
New York Jets at Washington . 
St, Louis at Dallas Rs 
San Francisco at New York Giants ..... 
ere nnnenels at Chicago ou... > ATV 


1—Cincinnati at San Francisco 
Detroit vs. Green Bay at Milw. 
Houston at Cleveland .... 
Kansas City at Buffalo _.. 
los Angeles at New Orleans 
Minnesota at Tampa Bay ..... 
New York Giants at Atlanta 
Oakland at Chicago ............ 
Philadelphia at Baltimore 
Pittsburgh at New York Jet 
St, Lovis at Miami 
San Diego at New 
Seattle at Denver .. 
2—Dallas at Washingto 
8—Atlanta at Pittsburgh ... 
Baltimore at St. Louis - 
Buffalo at New York Je 
Chicago at Green Bay .... 
Cleveland at New Orlean 
Denver at San Diego .. 
Houston at Oakland 
Minnesota at Seattle _. 
New York Giants ot Da : 
Philadelphia at New England . 
San Francisco at Los Angeles - 
Tampa Bay of Kansas City ... 
Washington at Detroit . 
9—Cincinnati at Miami .. 
15—Buffalo at Houston ... 
Dallas at St. Lovis 
Detroit ot Atlanta ..... 
Kansas City at Ooklan 
los Angeles at Minnesota 
Miami at San Diego ........ 
New England at Cincinnati . 
New Orleans at San Francisco 
New York Jets at Baltimore . 
Pittsburgh at Cleveland 
Seattle vs. Green Bay at Milw. .. 
Tampa Bay at New York Giants 
Washington at Philadelphia ... 
16—Chicago at Denver ........... 
22—Atlanta at San Francisco 
Chicago at Tampo Bay 
Cincinnati at Buffalo ... 
Cleveland at Kansas City 
Denver at Baltimore ..... 
Green Bay af Minnesota 
Miami at New England ...... 
New Orleans at Los Angeles 
Dekland at Seattle ....... 
Philadelphia at Dallas . 
St. Louis at New York Jets 
San Diego af Detroit ......... 
Washington at New York Giants 
23—Houston at Pittsburgh 33 
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ALL TIMES LOCAL 
TY National Television 


29—Baltimore at Miami ....... TV 
Buffalo at Cleveland ae 
Denver at Seattle .. 
Detroit at Chicago 
Houston at Cincinnati 
Kansas City ot Pittsburgh 
New York Giants at New Orle 
New York Jets at New England 
‘St. Louis at Philadelphia 
San Diego at Oakland .. 
Son Francisco at Washing 
Tampa Bay at Green Bay .. 

30—Los Angeles at Atlanta ...... 

NOY. 

5 Cincinnati at San Diego .. 
Cleveland at Houston . 
Dallas at Miami ........ 
Detroit at Minnesota 
Green Bay at Philadelphia 
New England at Buffalo .... 
New Orleans at Pittsburgh 
New York Giants at St. Louis . 
New York Jets at Denver - 
Oakland at Kansas City 
San Francisco at Atlanta 
Seattle at Chicago .......... 
Tampa Bay ct Los Angeles 

6—Washington at Baltimore 

12—Atlanta at New Orleans 
Baltimore ot Seattle ..... 
Chicago at Minnesota . 
Dallas vs. Green Bay at Milw. 
Denever at Cleveland ...... 
Houston at New England 
‘Kansas City at San Diego 
Miami of Buffalo ......00.00... 
New York Giants at Washington 
New York Jets at Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh at Los Angeles 
St. Lovis at San Francisco 
Tampea Bay at Detroit ... 

13—Oakland at Cincinnati 

19—Atlanta at Chicago .... 
Buffalo at Tampa Bay . 
Cincinnati ot Pittsburgh ... 
Cleveland sat Baltimore 
Detroit at Ookland ... 


ey Se at pt nd a ea od ane 
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New England at New York Je 
New Orleans at Dallos ......... 
Philadelphia ot New York Gia 
St. Louis at Washington .... 
San Diego at Minnesota 
Seattle at Kansas City . 
20—Miami at Houston 
23 (Thanksgiving Day) 
Denver at Detroit 
Washington ot Dalla 
26—Cincinnati at Houston - 
Los Angeles at Cleveland 
Minnesota at Green Bay .... 
New England at Baltimode 
New York Giants at Buffalo 
New York Jets at Miami . 
New Orleans at Atlanta - 
Philadelphia at St. Louis . 
San Diego at Kansas City 
Seattle at Oakland 
Tampa Bay at Chicago =o 
27—Pittsburah at San Francisco —........TV 
DEC. 
3—Atlanta at Cincinnati ........-—.....-. 
Baltimore at New York Je’ 
Buffalo at Kansas City . 
Cleveland at Seattle 
Denver at Oakland 
Detroit at St. Louis 
Green Bay at Tampa < 
Los ngales at New York 
Miami at Washington - 
New England ot Dallas 
Philadelphia at Minnesota 
Pittsburgh at Houston . 
San Francisco at New 
4—Chicago at San Diego . 
9—Baltimore at Pittsburgh 
Minnesota at Detroit ... 
10—Buffalo at New England 
Dallas at Philadelphia 
Green Bay at Chicago .... 
Houston at New Orleans 
Kansas City at Denver ...... 
New York Jets at Cleveland . 
Ockland at Miami... 
St. Louis at New York Giants . 
Seattle at San Diego ~......0..... 
Tampa Bay at San Francisc 
Washington at Atlanta .. 
11—Cincinnati at Los Angeles 
16—Chicago at Washington 
Pittsburgh at Denver 
17—Atlanta ot St. Louis . 
Buffalo at Baltimore 
Cleveland at Cincinna 
Dallas at New York Jets . 
Green Bay at Los Angele: 
Kansas City at Seattle —.. 
Minnesota ot Oakland ..... 
New Orleans at Tampa Bay 
New York Giants at Philade 
San Diego at Houston . 


San Francisco at Detroit 
30 wiles CC. 2) on. Ohta 


TV 1 
TV 
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CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES 
DEC. 24—AFC-NFC First Found Playoffs 
30—AFC Divisional Playoffs 
31—NFC Divisional Playoffs 
JAN, 7—AFC Championship Game 
NFC Championship Game 


SUPER BOWL XIill 
JANUARY 21, 1979 
At Orange Bowl, Miami, Florida 


JAN, 23—AFC-NFC Pro Bowl, Los Angeles (N) 


TV DOUBLEHEADER GAMES 


SEPT. 3—Oakland ot Denver 
10—Miami at Baltimore 
17—Dallas at Los Angeles 
24—St. Lovis at Dallas 

OCT. 1—Oakland at Chicago 

B—San Francisco at Los Angeles 
15—Los Angeles at Minnesota 
22—Denver at Baltimore 
29—Baltimore at Miami 

NOY. 5—Dallas at Miami 
12—Chicago at Minnesota 
19—Los Angeles at Son Francisco 
26—New England at Baltimore 

DEC. 3—New England at Dallas 
10—Oaklend at Miami 
17—Minnesota at Oakland 


38th year 


STREET & SMITH’S 
COLLEGE 
FOOTBALL 
YEARBOOK 


ON SALE NOW 
ALL 
NEWSSTANDS 


has been read by 
every fan, coach, 
player & official 
for the past 
37 years. 


255 TEAMS 
ANALYZED 
163 COLLEGE 
SCHEDULES 
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ALL AMERICA 
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PRO FOOTBALL 
HALL OF FAME 
RANKINGS 


TOP 20 rankings, created in 1969, are displayed in Hall of Fame Museum at 
Canton, Ohio, along with exhibits of 93 enshrinees and many historic items. 


O nly the peerless Jim Brown in first 

place, Jim Taylor in No. 4 and 
Floyd Little in the eighth spot remained 
in their same places in the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame’s Top Twenty rushing 
rankings during the 1977 season, All 
other positions changed hands. 

Until 1977, Brown who excelled for 
nine seasons with the Cleveland Browns, 
was the only person ever to rush for 
more than 10,000 yards. The Buffalo 
Bills’ O. J. Simpson became the second 
to reach this plateau in his injury-short- 
ened 1977 campaign. By gaining 557 
yards in just seven games, O. J. reached 
10,183 yards, good for second place in 
the all-time rankings. He is still 2129 
yards shy of Brown’s career total, how- 
ever, and if he is to become history’s 
most prolific rusher, he most likely will 
have to play at least two more seasons. 
It is unlikely that Simpson, who holds 
the current season mark of 2003 yards, 
could reach Brown's total even in a 16- 
game season, 

Brown, Simpson and the the Pitts- 
burgh Steelers’ Franco Harris are the 
only long-term runners to average more 
than 1000 yards per season. Brown, in 
nine years, averaged a stunning 1368 
yards while Simpson, also in nine years, 
has averaged 1131 yards. Harris, in just 


his sixth season, moved into the Top 
Twenty for the first time in 1977, going 
all the way to the ninth spot with an 
1162-yard season. Harris’ lifetime total 
is 6295 yards, an average of 1049 yards 
per campaign. 

Two other NFL stars, also in their 
sixth seasons, entered the Top Twenty 
in 1977. One was Larry McCutcheon of 
the Los Angeles Rams, now No. 17 with 
a career mark of 5523 yards. 

The other newcomer was Lydell 
Mitchell of the Baltimore Colts, a team- 
mate of Harris’ at Penn State before 
they both turned pro in 1972. Mitchell, 
with an 1159-yard campaign, jumped in 
the No. 18 spot with 5487 career yards. 

Only two other active players figured 
in the rushing rankings in 1977—Larry 
Csonka of the New York Giants, who 
gained only 464 yards but managed to 
move from No. 7 to No. 6 with 6933 
lifetime yards and Calvin Hill of the 
Washington Redskins who moved two 
places to 16th with 257 yards gained. His 
career total now is 5567 yards. 

Of those players active in 1977, John 
Brockington, who finished out the season 
with the Kansas City Chiefs, has 5185 
yards while the Minnesota Vikings’ 
Chuck Foreman has 4915 yards. They 
stand next in line for the Top Twenty. 


LEADING LIFETIME RUSHERS 
(At the start of the 1978 season) 


Pre-1970 
Rank Player League 
Jim Brown 
O. J. Simpson* . 
Joe Perry 
Jim Taylor .. 
Leroy Kelly 
Larry Csonka* . 


AFL.. 


..NFL.. 
. NFL... 
AFL.. 


Floyd Little ... 
Franco Harris* 
Don Perkins 
Ken Willard ....NFL... 
. NFL 


AFL 


WOaBIAMhwWNHe 


Larry Brown - 
Steve Van Buren NFL 


Bill. Brown NFL. 
Rick Casares NFL-AFL 
Calvin Hill* .... NFL. 


Lawrence McCutcheon* Pie 


Lydell Mitchell* . 
Mike Garrett ... 
Dick Bass 


_ AAFC-NFEL. ty ; 
10...1727.. 
J. H. Johnson NFL-AFL. 1 


NFL. ... 


Yrs. Att. 

ago» 
ae CS 
.1929.. 


10...1941,. 


Yds. ria TD 
512512255 
.10183.. 4.8. 
.9723.. 
.8597. 
7274 
.6933.. 
.6803. . ok 
.6323.. 3.8. 
6295. 
6217... 
.6105... 
5875 
5860 
.5838. . 
5797. 
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9...1580.. 
Welthe Oty 
9...1641.. 
oe 2l435:.. 
..1500 . 
..1622.. 
.1530.. 
1320 
1649 
.. -1431 
. » 1314. 5567... 
. 1244. . 5523 
.. 1391, . 5487 
..1308.. 5481. 
1218... .5417. 
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*Active in 1977—Hall of Fame members in italics. 

Franco Harris, Lawrence McCutcheon and Lydell Mitchell all 
were added to the Top Twenty in 1977 and they replaced Jim 
Nance (5401 yards), Hugh McElhenny (5281 yards) and 
Lenny Moore (5174 yards). Of those players active in 1977, 
John Brockington (5185 yards) and Chuck Foreman (4915 
yards) stand next in line for the Top Twenty rankings. 


WALTER PAYTON of Bears, can run 
into top 20 list in only fourth year. 


PAYTON MAY REACH ‘TOP 
TWENTY IN FOURTH SEASON 


CANTON, Ohio—Since the Pro Foot- 
ball Hall of Fame’s Top Twenty display 
was created in 1969, only two players, 
Gale Sayers and O. J. Simpson, have 
reached the Top Twenty among rushers 
in their first five seasons. 

Sayers reached the No. 16 position 
after the 1969 season, his fifth with the 
Chicago Bears. At the time, the Kansas 
Komet, now a member of the Pro Foot- 
ball Hall of Fame, had amassed 4866 
yards and the yardage necessary to break 
into the Top Twenty was 4630 yards, 
Abner Haynes’ 20th place total that 
year. 

Four years later, just after his record- 
shattering 2003-yard season with the 
1973 Buffalo Bills, Simpson entered the 
Top Twenty, also in the 16th position, 
with a career mark of 5181 yards. By 
that time, the 20th place figure was 5138 
yards, held by Clem Daniels. 

But in the 1978 season, it is highly 
possible that a new star will enter the 
Top Twenty in his only FOURTH pro 
football campaign. That star is Walter 
Payton, the brightest light on the Bears’ 
horizon since the days of the dazzling 
Sayers. 

After just three seasons, Payton shows 
3921 career yards, an average of 1307 
per campaign. Another “average” per- 
formance of 1307 yards in 1978 would 
not quite boost Payton into the Top 
‘Twenty, inasmuch as the current No. 20 
rusher is the retired Dick Bass with 5417 
yards, A repeat of Payton's 1852-yard 
1977 campaign, however, would boost 
him well into the Top Twenty. With the 
NFL moving to a 16-game regular-season 
schedule in 1978, such a performance 
by Payton is a definite possibility. 

Under any circumstances, Payton has 
already established himself among the 
elite rushers of pro football history. 
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hen it comes to quality in passing 

statistics, Otto Graham and Ken 
Stabler rank as the top two forward 
passers of all time. 

When it comes to quantity, Fran Tar- 
kenton wins hands down in four major 
passing categories with mammoth leads 
over runnerup Johnny Unitas in all four 
divisions. 

Graham, the 


who led Cleveland 


Browns to 10 successive divisional or 
league championships in the 1946-1955 
decade, holds the lifetime leading point 
rating of 86.8 only when his four-year 


AAFC career is taken into account. 
When his NFL play is considered by it- 
self, he drops to 10th in the career 
ratings with a 78.1 score. 

Stabler, on the other hand, not only is 
a newcomer to the Top Twenty rankings 
but the NFL’s career leader with an 83.6 
score. The Oakland Raiders ace, in his 
eighth pro season, passed the necessary 
1500-attempt plateau to rank as a career 
leader in mid-season, 1977. While his 
career rating score actually dropped from 
86.2 to 83.6 during the course of the 
season, Stabler managed to keep ahead 
of both Sonny Jurgenson (82.8) and 
Len Dawson (82.6) to maintain the No. 
1 NFL spot and the No. 2 all-leagues 
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C areer leadership among the top for- 

4 ward passers is determined by 
mathematical formula based on quality 
of performance, rather than quantity, in 
four different categories—one percentage 
of completions, percentage of touch- 
downs, percentage of interceptions and 
average yards per attempt. If leadership 
were based on quantity, Fran Tarkenton 
of the Minnesota Vikings would rank 
No. 1 in four categories. (The passer’s 
regular “efficiency” ranking is indicated 
in parenthesis and passers active in 1977 
are indicated with an asterick,) 


TOTAL PASSES ATTEMPTED 
(At the start of the 1978 season) 


ranking. 

eae 1, Fran Tarkenton* 
Meanwhile, the Cincinnati Bengal’s 2, Saany tnt ve ; (8) ape 

‘ - 3. John Hadl* .... 31) 4687 
trigger-sharp thrower, Ken Anderson, Raa GABA (15) 4498 
suffered through one of his poorer sea- 5, John Brodie .. , (21) 4491 
sons statistically in 1977 and dropped 6. Y A, Tittle .... - (16) 4395 

Fl “ 

from the No. 1 NFL spot to a No, 5 Hy sonny shoe eat age 
overall ranking behind Graham, Stabler, ane he hd : Ge ee5 
Jurgensen and Dawson. Anderson started 11. Len Dawson .. ay 3741 
the 1977 campaign with an 84,2 point 12, Bobby Layne , - (38) 3700 
rating but fell to 82.1 during the season. 13 qn Sco : oan 3392 

Sixth highest among the all-time 15, Babe Parilli (43) 3330 
passers is Tarkenton, the ageless Minne- a6 pet fan 3 we 
sota Vikings signal-caller who suffered 19 Sahat Bau (23) 2995 
the first major injury of his 17-year 20° Tobin Rote : ws $25} vise 


career in 1977, Tarkenton’s point score 
is an excellent 81.5 but it is in the quan- 
tity categories that he outshines all 


$ f : 1, Fran TarkentOn® cesses (6) 317 
others. He leads in all four major passing g series Pied baal : 3} ph 
categories with the following totals: CODY med salds 
attempts, 5895; completions, 3341; yards 5 ". nattle : 53 349 
gained passing, 43,535; and touchdown S ety A “3 eH 
passer, 317. = &. John Brodie, vi . ay 214 

econd to Tarkenton in all four cate- .. Roman Gabriel* : 
gories is the fabled Unitas, whose career 10r. Bobby iene si pei 196 
point rating of 78.2 puts him easily in 12, Sammy Baugh (23) 186 
the Top Ten passers of all time. His i bite. Le Gy 178 
i i : 15T. Norm Van Brock 12) 173 
caenery totaly while fr behind Taskens A Tecoma 
FRAN TARKENTON, aback to connect, 5186; completions, 2830; yards, 40,239; 18, Charley Johnson ... 28T) 170 
leads all passers in four divisions. and TD passes, 290. 2or. earl Morralt wn, et 
20T. Bob Griese* 161 
LEADING LIFETIME PASSERS Re ae ee bat rer: 
(At the start of the 1978 season) 2. Johnny Unitas 2830 
MINIMUM 1500 ATTEMPTS 3. John Brodie . 2469 
Pre-1970 Rating ™ Sil Si 3 pi 
Rank Player League Yrs, Att. Comp. Yds. TD Int. Points 6. Roman Gabriel 2366 
1 Otto Graham . AAFC-NFL.10.. 2626. 1464. .23,584...174. 135.. 86.8 7. John Hadi* ... 2363 
2 Ken Stabler* ...AFL..... 8...1577... 945.-.12,519.7.108....91..,-83.6  — § Horm, Snead en 
3 Sonny dersenaen ..NFL....18.. 4262. ..2433...32,224.. .255...189.. 82.8 10. George Blanda 1911 
4 Len Dawson ...NFL-AFL..19.. .3741...2136...28,711...239...183.. 82.6 11. Joe Namath* 1886 
5 Ken Anderson. 17. (2127,..1208...15.471....99....69...82.1 3% Bobby Layne ye 
6 Fran Tarkenton* .NFL_ 17. 5895... .3341.. .43,535,..317.. 234. .81.5 14. Charley Johnson 1737 
7 Roger Staubach? NFL......9...2084...1187...15,924.. 101... .82.. 81.2 15 Jim Hartt... 1724 
8 Bart Starr ......NFL 16.3149. 1808 . 24.718...152...138...90.3 38: Sammy Baugh . 1862 
9 Johnny Unitas .. NFL.. 18...5186. ..2830.. .40,239...290 . .253.. .78,2 18. Norm Van Br 1553 
10 Frank Ryan .....NFL.....13...2133...1090...16,042...149...111...77.7 19. Babe Parilli 1552 
11 Bob Griese* |....AFL..._.11. +.2784. .1541.. .20,351,,.161...141. .76.8 7% 0b Stlese® ... as 
12 Norm Van Brocklin NFL ..12,..2895 1553). -23;611, 173... 278). .75.3 

13. Sid Luckman -NFL.,...12...1744 .904 14,686. .137...132 75.0 TOTAL YARDS PASSING 
14 Don Meredith .NFL... 9. «2308 «2170. 17199, -.135:... 1115. 274.7 1. Fran Tarkenton* (6) 41,801 
15 Roman Gabriel* _ NFL.....16.. 4498.. 2366.. 29,444.. .201...149...74.5 3 johnny, Unitas SY eg 
16 ¥. A. Tittle ...AAFC-NFL 17...4395. 2427 . 33,070 242. 248 744 & YA ‘Title ” fi) 33°70 
17. Earl Morrall ..... INE Lali pents «1 21,. .2689...1379.. 20,809 161 148... .74.2 5. Sonny Jurgen (3) 32,224 
18 Frank Albert . AAFC-NFL..7,..1564....831...10,795...115. 98... 73.5 py a i a planes 
19 Greg Landry* ....NFL..... 10:..1670....909...11,999 79 .80.. 73.1 8! Roman Gabriel® Cty deans 
20 Daryle Lamonica AFL... .. 12...2601...1288...19,154.. 164. 138. 72.9 9. Len Dawson. ... (4) 28,711 
*Active in 1977—Hall of Fame members in italics. Py aes etal + oaeee 
Both Ken Stabler and Greg Landry, by virtue of reaching the minimum 1500-attempt 12 Bobby, Layne . (30) 38768 
plateau, entered the Top Twenty in 1977. They displaced John Brodie (72.3) and 13° Bart Starr ... (8) 24.718 
Billy Wade (72.2). Of those players active in 1977 with more than 1500 attempts, jg. fa"ley_Jon eS Ree 
Bill Kilmer (71.4) and Bill Munson (71.1) rank highest among those not on the 16. Norm Van Brocklin .. wD) Beit 
Top Twenty list. However, one other active player, Bert Jones (80.1), should reach 17. Otte Graham ... }} 23,584 
the 1500-attempt mark during the 1978 season and thus enter the Top Twenty 1 sane Paci ii a et 
rankings. 20. Jack Kemp ... } 3 Pst 
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BLUNDERED (Continued from page 7) 


football. Anyone that incompe- 
tent should not be allowed to of- 
ficiate,”’ 

From Los Angeles, Carroll Ro- 
senbloom of the Rams said Wil- 
son should allow him to pay half 
of whatever fine Rozelle drops on 
the Buffalo owner. Rosenbloom 
was simpatico with Wilson’s com- 
mentary. “If he’s any kind of 
man, he’s got to give me that 
privilege,” Rosenbloom _ said. 
“When a man gets robbed like 
that, he must give me part of the 
action. I know the feeling. I have 
lost two major playoff games be- 
cause of bad officiating. I suffered 
in silence and I wound up with 
a coronary.” 

Al Davis said in this 1975 case: 
“We have to get rid of incompe- 
tent officials in this league and 
we will,” 

Bud Grant, the Minnesota 
coach who has tangled at times 
with Rozelle, added: “The NFL 
is a multimillion thing being han- 
dled by amateurs on Sunday af- 
ternoon.” 

Wilson was fined $5,000 by 
Rozelle. Rosenbloom was not per- 
mitted the opportunity to pay 
half of it. But instead Rozelle hit 
Rosenbloom with a $5,000 fine of 
his very own. Davis and Grant 
were fined unspecified amounts. 

And the problem remains: How 
to cure the problem. 

It has been suggested if the 
TV replays show definitively all 
fumbles and how they have hap- 
pened that the NFL rig a plan to 
use TV as the final say. There 
are proponents of the idea and 
those who say no because it 
would eliminate the humaness 
from the game. It also would 
eliminate the mistakes that have 
embarrassed pro football. But is 
there a practical way? 

Rozelle touched upon this at 
the end of last season, 

“Tf it’s developed and can be 
feasible I’d have no objection to 
the instant replay,” Rozelle said. 
“Tt has come up before and there 
are negatives. 

“One, if you’re talking about 
doing it right—it might entail 10 
or 12 games—it would cost 
$150,000 to $200,000 a game or 
$46 million a year. Two, on TV 
you do not always get a clear pic- 
ture of the game. Suppose we 


gave each team three challenges a 
game in which the team could 
ask the TV tape be used. Three, 
on fumbles on TV you don’t 
know when the whistle blows. 
Say in one instance New England 
challenges on the fumble. Then 
Baltimore says, ‘the whistle 
blew. Our players instinctively 
stopped.’ 

‘We are going to research this. 
We are not opposed to supple- 
menting officials. It’s better than 
what we went through. But we 
have to find a feasible method.” 

A few weeks later Rozelle an- 
nounced the trial plan of using 
instant replays as an officiating 
aide during the 1978 preseason. 
It was to be part of a study, 
using it in seven exhibition 
games, he said. This could be the 
first step of the cure. 

“We've made arrangements 
with the networks so we can get 
a booth for the man who'll be 
monitoring the game, and we’ll 
have a director for him. The indi- 
vidual (a representative from the 
league office) will have the oppor- 
tunity to run plays back and look 
at them. 

“By dry run we mean he’s not 
going to overrule any officials’ de- 
cisions; he’s not going to have 
any communications with the 
field.” 

The pilot idea was to deter- 
mine the time necessary to re- 
view debatable plays and decide 
whether the officials on the field 
called them correctly. 

Ultimately, if it can be made 
sophisticated and then perfected, 
pro football could adopt the elec- 
tronic check on human error by 
the zebras. 

Part of the problem has been 
caused by the league’s bent for 
protecting its precious quarter- 
backs from mayhem, Don Weiss, 
Rozelle’s aide, cited the quick 
whistle on Bert Jone’s fumble. 
He admitted there is a deliberate 
double standard. 

“Officials rule differently when 
quarterbacks have the ball,” 
Weiss said. 

It is fine to be motherhen cau- 
tious of a quarterback when his 
foot is planted to pass. It is 
proper to be overprotective when 
the quarterback has just thrown 
and is vulnerable to a rotter of a 
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defensive tackle with a mean 
streak. 

But Jones, in the Baltimore 
controversy, was a ball carrier. 
He was afoot and struggling 
when Silva tooted the non-fum- 
ble play dead, Silva’s view of the 
ball falling from Jones’ hands 
was blocked. But the eagle eye of 
television saw it happen. And the 
play was shown again and again 
and again. 

There were other cases that 
could have turned nasty last 
year. 

Denver, before it got lucky 
against Oakland, was almost kay- 
oed by a bad call in the playoff 
game with Pittsburgh. A legiti- 
mate touchdown catch was taken 
away from the Broncos by an of- 
ficial. He ruled one offensive 
player tipped the ball forward to 
a teammate. Actually, a defen- 
sive player had deflected the ball, 
the replay proved. 

The key word is proved. 

Rozelle strives for absolute 
honesty. When officials somehow 
missed Mean Joe Greene punch- 
ing a rival in the Pittsburgh-Den- 
ver playoff, Rozelle fined the as- 
sailant $5,000 after viewing the 
films. 

As in the Houston case, films 
were used. There is precedence, 

Rozelle is interested in im- 
provement always. That is impor- 
tant. The tipped pass rule has 
been changed so that accidental 
tipping of a pass from one offen- 
sive player back to a teammate 
can be permitted. But it will re- 
main illegal still to bat the ball 
forward toward the opponent’s 
goal line. 

And to help the harried zebras, 
this year there will be a seventh 
official in the crews on the field. 
The new man is to be called the 
side judge. His duties include 
scrutiny of eligible receivers and 
assisting in certain decisions on 
out of bounds spotting. Such as 
spotting the dangling foot not on 
the ground in the muffed fumbled 
callin the Houston travesty. 

Some day soon, it seems, pro 
football will add the electronic 
official to reverse on-the-field 
bloopers by the officials. 

And once pro football goes to 
electronic checks, you can bet 
baseball will be the first to follow. 
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CANADIAN FOOTBALL 


LEAGUE 


PREDICTIONS 


Eastern Conference 
1. Montreal Alouettes 1. 
2. Toronto Argonauts 2. 
3. Ottawa Rough Riders 3. 
4, Hamilton Tiger-Cats 4. 


Western Conference 
Edmonton Eskimos 
Winnipeg Blue Bombers 
British Columbia Lions 
Saskatchewan Roughriders 


5. Calgary Stampeders 


ast is East and West is West 
and never the twain shall 
meet. 

Rudyard Kipling could have 
been describing the Canadian 
Football League when he wrote 
that line. 

The CFL has, since its infancy, 


been locked in a continual strug- 
gle between its Eastern and 
Western Conferences. Basically, 
the battle results from a differ- 
ence in philosophies—the five 
Western clubs are community- 
owned and are generally located 
in smaller cities. The four Hast- 


TERRY METCALF who signed with Toronto, ranked 8th in NFC rushing with 739 
yards on 149 attempts (5.0 average) and four touchdowns, one a 65-yard TD. 


By Pat Hickey 

Currently with the Toronto 
Sun, Pat Hickey has covered 
CFL activity past 10 years. 


ern teams, on the other hand, are 
privately-owned and are located 
in major centers. 

Until recently, the teams had 
one thing in common—poverty. It 
was rare for a Canadian Football 
League team to finish in the 
black and outside revenue was 
needed to keep teams alive. The 
Western clubs solved their finan- 
cial difficulties by running $100- 
a-plate dinners while the Eastern 
teams depended on the philan- 
thropy of their millionaire owners. 

But the situation has changed 
radically. Montreal, which lost 
more than $2 million in five 
years, moved to the new 70,000- 
seat Olympic Stadium midway 
through the 1976 season and has 
been enjoying sellout crowds ever 
since. The capacity of Toronto’s 
Exhibition Stadium has been in- 
creased from 30,000 to 54,000 
while Edmonton—the most afflu- 
ent Western team—will occupy 
the new 44,000-seat Common- 
wealth Games stadium later this 
year. 

Expanded stadiums through- 
out the league—Vancouver’s Em- 
pire Stadium is the only stadium 
which hasn’t been enlarged in the 
past five years—have produced 
record attendance figures in each 
of the past two seasons. And with 
expansion reaching Edmonton 
and Saskatchewan this season, 
the record will most certainly be 
broken again in 1978. 

But the record attendances 
have also brought record head- 
aches for league officials. 

There’s a growing friction be- 
tween the “haves” and _ the 
“have-nots” over such practical 
matters as club ownership, reve- 
nue-sharing and the size of team 
rosters. 

The CFL has no provision for 
sharing gate revenue, except for 
an outdated “gate-equalization” 
formula. Under this formula, 
Montreal—with its average at- 
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tendance of 68,000-plus per game 
—would help Saskatchewan—with 
its less than 21,000 fans per 
game. But the formula was 
drawn up in an era when nobody 
had a 30,000-seat stadium and no 
club is obliged to contribute more 
than $75,000 into the pot. 

The Western clubs are looking 
for a change in the formula be- 
cause they feel they will soon be 
unable to compete against the 
richer Eastern teams. But there 
is opposition in the form of Sam 
Berger, the owner of the Mon- 
treal Alouettes. Berger was one 
of the architects of gate-equaliza- 
tion and is in favor of the con- 
cept. But first, Berger wants an 
opportunity to recoup some of 
the $2 million he lost in leaner 
times. 

The gate-equalization problem 
arose earlier this year when Har- 
old Ballard, the owner of the To- 
ronto Maple Leafs, bought the 
ailing Hamilton Tiger-Cats. The 
Western clubs tried to block the 
sale because Ballard was opposed 
to gate equalization. Not surpris- 
ingly, the clubs opposed to Bal- 
lard supported a bid backed by a 
group of Western Canadian 
sportsmen. Ballard finally won 
after a long committee-room has- 
sle. 

Reaching a decision on gate 
equalization and an increase in 
rosters—each of the nine teams 
agree that 33-man rosters are too 
small but the Western clubs say 
they can’t afford bigger rosters— 
hasn’t been any easier. 

The Western teams have been 
complaining that, unless there 
are changes, the rich teams will 
continue to dominate the CFL. 
There’s certainly evidence that is 
the case with Montreal and 
Edmonton meeting for the Grey 
Cup in three of the past four 
years. 

But there are also encouraging 
signs in the other direction. Sas- 
katchewan has always been able 
to compete on a limited budget 
and B.C. Lions, next’ to bank- 
ruptcy last season, were tied for 
first place in the Western Confer- 
ence. 

And the Toronto Argonauts 
have proven time and again that 
you can’t buy a championship. 
But the Argos keep trying. This 
year, they've lured Terry Metcalf 


away from the NFL and they’re 
keeping their fingers crossed, 
hoping Metcalf is a better invest- 
ment than Anthony Davis proved 
to be in 1976. 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 


MONTREAL (11-5-0)—Head coach 
Marvy Levy has gone to the Kan- 
sas City Chiefs but he’s left be- 
hind a powerhouse team which 
should continue to dominate the 
CFL. 

The beneficiary of Levy’s leg- 
acy is Joe Scannella, a former 
Montreal assistant who has spent 
the past four seasons as special 
teams coach with the Oakland 
Raiders. And it’s no accident 
that Levy was a special teams 
coach with Washington before 
the Alouettes hired him in 1978. 

“With the three downs and all 
the kicking in the Canadian 
game, special teams are very im- 
portant,” said Alouette general 
manager Bob Geary. “That was 
one of the things in Joe’s favor 
when we started looking for a 
new head coach.” 

But Scannella is more than 
just a special teams coach, he’s 
one of the leading authorities on 
pro-style passing offenses and 
he’ll introduce that style to Mon- 
treal this summer. He’s already 
tabbed dropback passer Sonny 
Wade (Emory and Henry) as his 
starting QB, passing up Joe 
Barnes (Texas Tech). Barnes, 
who is a scrambler, won seven 
consecutive games to start last 
season before he was sidelined 
with a shoulder injury. 

Wade went on to lead the Als 
to a victory in the Grey Cup and 
he'll be No. 1 this year while 
Barnes will battle Larry Lawr- 
ence (ex-Oakland Raider) for the 
No. 2 spot. 

The Alouettes are solid at 
every position. Running back 
Andy Hopkins will miss the en- 
tire season following knee surgery 
but John O’Leary, who gained 
859 yards in an injury-riddled 
season, is back in good health. 
Horace Belton (SE Louisiana) 
did a good job at the end of the 
last season while rookie Nate 
Jackson (Tennessee State) is 
highly touted. 

Wide receiver was a problem 
area last year but Bob Gaddis 
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(Wyoming) played well late in 
the season and the Als have two 
top Canadians in Brock Aynsley 
and Ian Mofford. Tight end Peter 
Dalla Riva is a strong blocker, as 
well as Wade’s primary target. 

Canadian tackle Barry Randall 
has retired but the Argos have a 
replacement in Pat Bonnett, who 
started last season in Randall’s 
spot. Dan Yochum (Syracuse) is 
the standout on a capable, but 
often under-rated offensive line. 

Defense has always been 
strong and Clifton Alapa appears 
to have provided a complement 
for fellow Samoan Junior Ah You 
at defensive end. Canadian de- 
fensive tackle Glen Weir is com- 
ing off his best season ever after 
being selected as the outstanding 
defensive player in the Grey Cup 
game. 

Linebacker Chuck Zapiec is 
healthy again. He and outside 
linebacker Carl Crennel won’t 
even be challenged in training 
camp. Corners Dickie Harris and 
Vernon Perry are all-stars and 
Randy Rhino and Dwayne 
Crump will have a battle royal 
for one of the safety spots. Larry 
Uteck (Colorado) was picked up 
in the off-season from B.C. and 
Rod Woodward (Idaho) returns 
from Calgary to give the Als 
some Canadian depth in the 
secondary but Tony Proudfoot 
will miss the first half of the sea- 
son after being assaulted and 
breaking his arm in the off- 
season. 

Kicking is solid with Wade the 
No. 4 punter in the league last 
season and Sweet again leading 
the CFL in field goal percentage. 


TORONTO (6-10-0)—If you could 
buy a championship, the Agro- 
nauts would be taking the Grey 
Cup home every year. 

Over the past decades, the 
Argos have regularly opened the 
bank for “superstars’’ of one de- 
scription or another. But the 
strategy has failed to provide To- 
ronto’s faithful football fans 
with a winner—the club hasn’t 
won the Grey Cup since 1952. 

Owner Bill Hodgson is hoping 
to bring the championship back 
to Toronto this year and he’s put 
up $1 million to sign NFL star 
Terry Metcalf. Hodgson was 
stung two years ago when he 
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OINT KI N PRO FOOTBALL ONLY 
e . ~—as ° G POINT KING SHOCKS THE FOOTBALL WORLD 
phAbay WITH THE MOST REVOLUTIONARY CONCEPT 
OF BEATING THE SPREAD IN THE 


je eo ee © ee | 
0 HISTORY OF THE GAME 
0 The fabulous Point King Method is finally available. It is, in purest terms, the 
most precise and consistent method ever conceived. During the five years our 


AGAINST THE SPREAD studies were conducted, PKM produced 115 best bet winners and only 38 
losses for 75.1% against the spread. PKM has NEVER had a losing season and 
OVER THE LAST FIVE YEARS!! of the 65 weeks tested, 31 resulted in perfect weeks. Overall, PKM amassed 
se over 650 plays at better than 63%. 

[x — be) The PKM trademark is obviously consistency, but it’s potential is explosive. In 
1977 19 6 16.0% 1974 it covered 11 straight games and in the miracle year of 1976 it beat the 
1976 31 -4 —= 88.5 Yo line in 27 of the first 29 games of the season. The operating procedures of 
ms — ° this system is by no means mysterious. Each and every game can be 
1975 23 10 69.6 /o checked out by you personally as to their authenticity. No gimmicks, no 

1 974 22-7 =: 75.8% snow jobs, just winners. 
1973 205 64.5% This marvelous system costs just $85. This is an outrageously low fee when you 
—_ consider you will never pay another dime for a pro game again. If you are 
AVG. 115-38 = 75.1% looking for a better system at a better price, you're not going to find it, any- 


— where, at any price. 

In addition to the operating instructions for PKM, you will receive all 153 best 
bets and how and why they were chosen. Plus you will receive the more than 
650 regular plays and five years of pro spreads; this is an excellent addition 


HERE’S MY $85.00 


~ 
| 
Please rush the Point King 

| Method to me immediately. to your pointspread library. 

| MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


| 

| 

| 

| 

N | 
ame | After you have received PKM, if you feel this advertisement is not an honest 
Street ! and fair account of our system and its five-year results, your money will be 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 


refunded immediately. You simply cannot lose. 

You can pay us a little now or you can pay someone else a whole lot, later — 
year after year. Remember, the lengthened pro season is upon us. Do not 
delay your decision; it is growing late. 


Slate. IB 


Please make check or money order payable to 
POINT KING 
8 Conover Street, Trenton, N.J. 08638 


SPORTS INFORMATION CENTER 
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(212) 889-8830 
315 Fifth Avenue Suite 500 
New York, New York 10016 


the world. And our success is no accident. Be” 
advised, in this business CONSISTENCY is the 
key to GREATNESS. 

Sports Information Center specializes in making 
the football season the “bread & butter” season 
for our customers. Please join us early for the 
football season and let Sports Information 
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signed former USC great An- 
thony Davis to a similar contract 
but he says there’s no comparison. 

“Davis wasn’t a proven pro,” 
says Hodgson. “We know that 
Terry is and we know what he 
can do.” 

The wider Canadian field, the 
motion in the backfield and the 
greater use of running backs as 
receivers all seem perfectly suited 
to Metcalf’s style. And the Argo 
front-office is already drooling 
over the prospect of teaming 
Metcalf with Canadian Paul Ben- 
nett (Missouri) on special teams. 
Last year, as a rookie, Bennett 
broke Johnny Rodgers’ single- 
season punt-return record. 

The backfield should be solid 
this year with free agent Mike 
Harris (Kansas) coming over 
from Hamilton to play slotback 
and Canadians Mark Bragagnolo 
and Neil Lumsden alternating at 
fullback. Quarterback is still a 
question mark. Clint (Mad 
Bomber) Longley has been re- 
leased and veteran Chuck Kaley 
will be challenged by two new- 
comers, Rodney Allison (Texas 
Tech) and Alvin White, late of 
the WFL and Oregon State. 
Ealey has the experience, White 
has the best arm of the trio and 
Allison is being touted for his 
leadership qualities, 

The offensive line, rebuilt last 
season at great expense, is a 
question mark since All-Cana- 
dian Mike Wilson (Georgia) 
wants out of his contract to join 
the Cincinnati Bengals. Wilson’s 
college team-mate Joel Parrish 
and second-year man Gene Clark 
(UCLA) are the other standouts 
up front. 

The defense, ranked No. 1 in 
the country last season, is intact 
and will keep the Argos in a lot 
of games until Metcalf and com- 
pany get the hang of Canadian 
football. 

The big change will be at line- 
backer with a Canadian—Rick 
Sowieta (Richmond) or Gord 
Knowlton (Jacksonville St.) —fill- 
ing one outside spot. Middle line- 
backer Ray Nettles went to 
Hamilton and will be replaced by 
veteran outside LB Rich Lewis 
or rookie Rick Razzano (Virginia 
Tech). Veterans Ron Foxx and 
Larry Brame will fight for other 
outside spot. 


Canadian Jim Corrigall and 
Wayne Smith and _ all-star 
Ecomet Burley (Texas Tech) an- 
chor the defensive line but the 
club is looking to replace 32- 
year-old veteran Granny Liggins 
with a younger body. Eric Harris 
(Memphis State) was an all-star 
corner as a rookie and is expected 
to be even better this year. 

Kicking’s a problem with Zenon 
Andrusyshyn moving to Kansas 
City. A former Hamilton Ticat, 
Ian Sunter will replace him. 


THE COUNTRY’S 
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OTTAWA (8-8-0)—The Rough 
Riders didn’t have any trouble 
scoring points in 1977. Then 
again, neither did the opposition. 

That’s the situation head 
coach George Brancato is hoping 
to correct this season. Brancato’s 
main concern is at linebacker. 
The Rough Riders went through 
almost a dozen bodies looking for 
three capable linebackers last 
season and the search continues 
this year. 

Fred Pagac, the NFL veteran 


#1 LINE SERVICE!! 


“The Line Service That The Pros Use” 


“ALL 
SPORTS” 


No-One 
Does It 
Better!!! 


“ALL 
SPORTS” 


No-One 
Does It 
Better!!! 


ates 
WIZARD'S WIRE, INC. 


P.O. Box 525, Parlin, N.J. 08859 
(609) 597-1003 - 597-1004 


“THE ORIGINAL LAS VEGAS CONNECTION” 


The Earliest official Las Vegas Line Available Any- 
where!!!—Sunday Evenings—8:00 PM EST. 10:30 
AM EST Updates Daily—Every change as they 
occur! . 


We’ve got the best possible information available any- 
where at the earliest times!!! 


Early-Line, Noon-Line, Late-Line, Money-Line, Overs 
& Unders Smart Money moves 


Key injury reports (No one matches them)—Street 
line 


Be sure to inquire about “Our Steam” (Key Releases) 


For all our clients we offer a toll free number! ! ! 


Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10:30AM to 1:00PM; 5:30PM to 8:00PM EST 
Sat, & Sun. 10:30AM to 1:00PM EST 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


who handled the middle lineback- 
ing job at the end of last season, 
will not return this year. Candi- 
dates for the vacant job include 
Paul Pope (Richmond), Sylves- 
ter Boler (Georgia), Steve 
Dionas (Montana) and Benny 
Shell (Delaware St.), along with 
anyone else Brancato picks up 
between now and playoff time. 
The Riders went through four 
middle linebackers last season 
and Brancato will be happy if he 
can stick with one man through- 
out the 1978 season. 

Canadians John Glassford and 
Tim Berryman will fight for one 
of the outside jobs while all-star 
Mike Widger (Virginia Tech) 
should hold onto the other job. 

Ottawa’s front four is strong 
with Canadians Jim Piaskoski 
and rapidly-improving Brian 
Hedges flanking import tackle 
Mike Fanucci (Arizona State) 
and Canadian Doog Riley. 

The secondary could be in 
trouble, especially if Wonderful 
Monds (Nebraska) goes through 
with a threat to play out his op- 
tion. Rookies Mark Burke (West 
Virginia) and Dave Miller (Day- 
ton) could help here. 

The high-powered offense is di- 
rected hy Notre Dame grad Tom 
Clements. Condredge Holloway 
(Tennessee) has apparently de- 
cided it’s better to be a back-up 
in Ottawa than in the NFL and 
recently signed a new contract 
with Ottawa. 

There’s no shortgage of tal- 
ented receivers. The group in- 
cludes a tight end-slotback Tony 
Gabriel (Syracuse), a three-time 
winner of the Schenley Award as 
the top Canadian player in the 
league. Jeff Avery, Bill Hatanaka 
and Ross Clarkson are all young 
and talented Candians but the 
big surprise this year could be 
Montreal native Dan Fournier 
(Princeton) who will take time 
out from his studies as a Rhodes 
scholar to play pro football. 

Last year’s rookie sensations 
Mike Murphy and_ Richard 
Holmes (Edinboro State) return 
to the backfield. Holmes gained 
1016 yards and Murphy, a Cana- 
dian, added 861 last year. Mur- 
phy also caught 48 passes for an- 
other 483 yards. Also back is Art 
Green (Albany State), the CFL’s 
leading rusher in 1976. He played 


out his option that year and sat 
out the 1977 season after failing 
to find employment in the NFL. 

The Offensive line is more than 
adequate with Jim Coode (Mich- 
igan) and Canadian Jeff Tur- 
cotte (Colorado) earning all-star 
mention. 

Kicking was much improved 
last season as Gerry Organ 
dropped the punting to concen- 
trate on placements, but he has 
retired. J. T. Hays is a fine re- 
placement. Avery should improve 
as a punter with more practice. 


HAMILTON (5-11-0)—Harold Bal- 
lard hates to lose and that’s the 
main reason he opened the vault 
and signed Tiger-Cat running 
back Jimmy Edwards to a multi- 
year contract worth more than $1 
million. 

“He’s the most exciting player 
in the CFL,” said the new owner 
of the Tiger-Cats. ‘When I 
bought this club, I told our fans I 
wouldn’t let Edwards get away.” 

Unfortunately, Hamilton needs 
more than Edwards to make the 
playoffs this year. While Edwards 
sometimes seems like a one-man 
team (he led the CFL rushing 
last season with 1581 yards and 
also ran back kickoffs and 
punts), his supporting cast is 
woefully weak. 

Hamilton lost too many top 
players under the previous man- 
agement and the club acquired a 
reputation for pinching pennies 
and allowing such talented play- 
ers as Tony Gabriel and Ian Sun- 
ter to play out their options and 
go elsewhere. 

Ballard’s infusion should stop 
the flow of disgruntled players 
but it will take awhile for the Ti- 
cats to turn things around. 

New head coach Tom Dimi- 
troff is the man responsible for 
Ottawa’s high-powered offense 
but he doesn’t have a Tom Clem- 
ents to work with in Hamilton. 
Holdover Jimmy Jones (USC) 
has a tendency to run too much 
and the QB job may go to new- 
comer Steve Marinucci, a small- 
college whiz from Northern 
Michigan. 

Slotback Mike Harris went to 
Toronto as a free agent but Di- 
mitroff is counting on draft choice 
Rocky DiPietro to fill that spot. 
Dimitroff has also added three 
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NEWSWEEKLY, the premier foot- 
ball publication in the nation, can 
offer you this fabulous special offer, 
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veteran Canadians, acquiring 
wide receiver Leif Petterson (Ot- 
terbein) and fullback Dave Had- 
den from Saskatchewan and de- 
fensive back Ward Smith (Colo- 
rado) from Toronto. 

Tight end Lawrie Skolrood is a 
good blocker but is only an ade- 
quate receiver. Mike Wilson, a 
late-season addition and Larry 
Butler are first-rate offensive 
linemen and Dimitroff has de- 
pendable Canadians in Henry 
Waszczuk Bart Evans and Morris 
Zubkewych, who is returning to 
action after two years of inactiv- 
ity due to a knee injury. 

Defensively, the Ticats need 
help along the line where Mike 
Samples (Drake) is the only 
proven commodity. The Ticats 
looked at 23 linebackers last sea- 
son and have invited six rookie 
linebackers to training camp, in- 
cluding Mark Edwards (Day- 
ton); and Bill Murphy (Elon). 

Defensive back Dave Shaw has 
gone to the Minnesota Vikings 
and Canadian Steve Gelley was 
traded to Saskatchewan but gen- 
eral manager Bob Shaw feels he’s 
found replacements in Ward 
Smith and two import rookies, 
Jeff Ferrelli (Ohio State) and 
Mike Siganos (Kentucky). 

Ken Clark is the best punter in 
the league while Nick Jambrosic 
is looking forward to a big season 
after kicking 23 of 30 field goals 
last year as a 20-year-old rookie. 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


EDMONTON (10-6-0)—When the 
Eskimos went shopping during 
the off-season, there was little 
doubt as to what they were look- 
ing for—and they think they’ve 
found it in Warren Moon. 

Moon is the quarterback who 
led the University of Washington 
Huskies to a Pac-8 title and a 
Rose Bowl win over Michigan. 
And the Eskimos are hoping 
Moon will bring the same magic 
to the already-formidable Eski- 
mos, 

“T want to play quarterback,” 
Moon said at a news conference 
to announce his signing. “I felt 
that a black quarterback would 
have a better chance in Canada.” 

Moon will be pitted against 
veterans Tom Wilkinson and 
Bruce Lemmerman, Canadian Bill 
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Robinson and another rookie, 
Gary Valbuena. (Tennessee). 
Head coach Hugh Campbell re- 
fuses to speculate on who has the 
inside track but it appears Moon 
and one of the veterans will stay 
with Robinson, who can also play 
defensive back, as insurance. 

The Eskimos are also hoping 
to find some healthy running 
backs. Jim Germany (New Mex- 
ico) went over 1000 yards as a 
rookie but was limping by Grey 
Cup time. And promising Larry 
Washington is still a question 
mark after a season cut short by 
a painful back injury. Howard 
Strickland is also back but he'll 
be pressed by rookies Barnabas 
White (Arkansas) and Ron Ja- 
merson (USC). 

The offensive line is intact and 
is one of the biggest in pro foot- 
ball with 265-pounders Willie 
Martin and Charlie Turner and 
260-pound center Bob Howes. 

Slotback Tom Scott, an all- 
star, moves over from Winnipeg 
after playing out his option and 
joins all-star wide receiver 
George McGowan, who is coming 
back after missing eight games 
with injuries in 1977. Another 
top receiver is former Canadian 
sprint star John Konihowski. 

Middle linebacker Ray Kepley 
was voted the league’s top defen- 
sive player last season and he’s 
flanked by Canadians Tom 
Towns and Dale Potter. Larry 
Highbaugh and Joe Hollimon are 
both solid at corner and double 
as kick-return specialists. 

Canadians Dave Fennell and 
Bill Stevenson return at defen- 
sive tackle but there could be 
some changes at defensive end. 
Ron Estay and David Boone 
filled those spots last year but 
the Eskimos have some good- 
looking newcomers in Curtis 
Cruesoe from Grambling and 
Larry Moore from Angelo State. 

Dave Cutler is the best place- 
kicker in the CFL and accounted 
for almost half of the Eskimos’ 
CFL-high 412 points last season. 
Cutler set CFL records for field 
goals (50) and points (195). His 
production may go down a bit 
this year, however, as the CFL 
has adopted a new field-goal rule 
—on missed attempts, the ball will 
go back out to the original line of 
scrimmage. 
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The Eskimos also have one 
of the best punters in the CFL, 
19-year-old Hank Ilesic. Ilesic 
was still in high school when he 
averaged 45.1 yards a kick. 


WINNIPEG (10-6-0)—The Blue 
Bombers raised some eyebrows 
during the off-season when they 
fired head coach Bud Riley. After 
all, Riley had guided the Blue 
Bombers to three winning sea- 
sons and three consecutive berths. 

But Riley was sent packing be- 
cause he couldn’t get the Bomb- 
ers’ aerial circus past the West- 
ern Conference semi-finals. 

That’s the task which faces 
Ray Jauch, who returns to the 
coaching ranks after a year in the 
Edmonton Eskimos’ front office. 
Jauch has already made his pres- 
ence felt—he allowed all-star slot- 
back Tom Scott (67 catches for 
1079 yards in 1977) to slip away 
to Edmonton because the tal- 
ented pass receiver didn’t fit in 
his plans. 

Under Riley, the Bombers used 
a double slotback system and no 
tight end. Jauch plans to fill 
Scott’s spot with a Canadian 
tight end (probably Leo Ezerins 
from Whitworth College) and he 
will use the extra import to beef 
up his offensive line. 

When he was building the Es- 
kimos in the early 1970s, Jauch 
favored big offensive linemen 
and he plans to continue the 
same trend in Winnipeg. He’s re- 
cruited a number of defensive 
linemen who will work out on 
both sides of the line, including 
Billy Howard (Alcorn) and Mark 
Lewis, who passed up his final 
year at Arkansas to join the 
Bombers. 

Quarterbacks Ralph Brock and 
Harry Knight won’t have any 
competition in training camp and 
Jim Washington, the leading 
rusher in the West with 1262 
yards last season, also seems as- 
sured of a job. But fullback Rich- 
ard Crump will have competition 
from two hard-nosed rookies, 
Mike Maguire (South Dakota) 
and Henry Hynoski (Temple). 
Gord Patterson, No. 2 in the 
CFL in receptions last season, 
will stay at one slot with Mark 
McDonald outside. 

Elton Brown will move inside 
permanently this season and 
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Jauch is in the market for some 
defensive ends. Lewis and How- 
ard will probably get a look here, 
as will rookies Ted Arndt (Be- 
midji State) and Ray Allred 
(Idaho State). Cornerback Merv 
Walker may be a holdout—he 
wants to play in the Kast but the 
rest of the secondary is sound 
with Brian Herosian and Vince 
Phason stacking up against the 
best in the league. Best of the 
newcomers is Reggie Pierson 
(Oklahoma State). 

Harry Walters (Maryland) 
will be assured of the middle 
linebacking job but only Cana- 
dian Bob Toogood can count on a 
job outside. 

Placekicker Bernie Ruoff was 
the only CFL kicker to connect 
on less than 50 per cent of his 
field goal attempts last season 
but he also punts and is one of 
only three surviving two-way 
kickers in the league. Jauch may 
try to get him some help. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA (10-6-0)— 
The Lions believe in keeping 
things in the family and the re- 
sult is one of the speediest back- 
fields in pro football. 

The Lions’ prize acquisition in 
the off-season was Florida State 
running back Larry Key, a 10th- 
round draft choice of the Green 
Bay Packers. The Lions are con- 
vinced Key will supply them with 
a much-needed breakaway threat 
and also plan to use him on as a 
kick-return specialist alongside 
last year’s rookie of the year, 
Leon Bright. 

Bright, incidentally, represents 
the family ties which helped 
bring Key to Canada. A Florida 
State dropout, Bright is Key’s 
cousin. 

The Lions were the big sur- 
prise in the CFL last season, 
leading the Western Conference 
for most of the season before los- 
ing to Edmonton in the playoffs. 
The Lions should come down to 
earth this eason but they’ll be 
good enough to grab the third 
and final playoff berth. 

Coach Vic Rapp enticed for- 
mer Green Bay QB Jerry Tagge 
out of retirement last season and 
Tagge was selected as the most 
outstanding player in the West. 
He’ll be back, along with another 
NFL retread, Garry Keithley, 
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and newcomer Frank Paopac 
(Long Beach State). Key will 
get one running back spot after 
the retirement of Mike Strick- 
land while a couple of rookies, 
Calvin Culliver (Alabama) and 
Bill Deutsch will be at fullback. 
Bright and Canadian Al Charuk 
will provide the outside speed 
while veteran Jim Young will line 
up inside at slotback. 

Canadian Al Wilson (Mon- 
tana) was selected as the out- 
standing offensive lineman in the 
CFL last season while tackle 
Layne McDowell and Canadian 
guard John Blain (San Jose 
State) are other standouts on the 
offensive line. The Lions are also 
hoping Canadian tackle John 
Blake (San Jose State) will join 
them before the year is out. 
Blake was signed by the Phila- 
delphia Eagles but would be wel- 
come in B.C. if he doesn’t make 
the grade. The Lions also had to 
wait for Blake’s former team- 
mate Blain last season—Blain 
tried out with New Orleans be- 
fore coming home. 

Another loss on offense is for- 
mer Rose Bowl hero John 
Sciarra, the CFL’s rookie of the 
year in 1976. Sciarra was plagued 
by injuries which prevented him 
from playing QB and last year he 
was beat out at wide receiver by 
Bright. He was released earlier 
this year. 

The secondary is the strong 
point on defense with Joe Four- 
qurean, Mike Fink, Grady Cav- 
ness, Doug Carlson and newly- 
acquired Canadian John Beaton. 
Glen Jackson is among the finest 
young outside linebackers in the 
league but the Lions need help in 
the middle. 

Rocky Long has retired but 
his main contribution was on 
special teams and the Lions are 
loaded with Larry Key and Leon 
Bright. 

End Jesse O‘Neal (Grambling) 
and Canadian Frank Landy are 
the standouts up front but sec- 
ond-year Canadian Doug Sey- 
mour (Missouri) should come 
into his own this year. 

Lui Passaglia will continue to 
handle all the kicking. He was 
second to Dave Cutler in total 
points and field goals and was 
also the top punter in the West 
last season. 
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SASKATCHEWAN (8-8-0) —An era 
seems to be ending in Regina 
where the Saskatchewan Rough- 
riders missed the playoffs last 
season for the first time since 
1961. 

The Saskatchewan QB during 
all that time has been Ron Lan- 
caster. The playing-coach will be 
back for his 19th CFL season but 
it’s obvious even Lancaster is 
starting to think about retire- 
ment. 

“I’m just playing it one year at 
a time but I think this may be 
it,”” admitted Lancaster. Lancas- 
ter might have packed it in last 
season but there’s speculation he 
wanted to go out a winner. He 
was sitting on the sidelines with 
a knee injury last season when 
the Riders were eliminated from 
the playoffs but says he’s re- 
covered fully. 

The Riders have already 
started to look beyond the Lan- 
caster era. They signed highly- 
touted Larry Dick (Maryland) 
and plan to give the rookie 
plenty of work this season. 

Saskatchewan threw the ball 
more than any other CFL team 
last season. Running back Molly 
McGee was the top receiver in 
the CFL while wide receiver 
Steve Mazurak was sixth. This 
year, head coach Jim Eddy hopes 
to bolster the running game, 
which has been anemic since 
George Reed, the all-time CFL 
rushing leader, retired three 
years ago. Courtney Snyder, a 
tailback from Indiana, is ex- 
pected to provide an outside 
threat with McGee working in- 
side with Canadian Steve Mol- 
nar. 

The offensive line averages six 
years of experience and may be 
bolstered further by newcomer 
Roger Bernhardt, who has four 
years of experience with the New 
York Jets. The only question 
mark is at tight end with Cana- 
dian Bob Richardson hoping to 
return east. 

All-star Roger Goree is the top 
defensive performer at outside 
linebacker but the Riders will 
take a long look at rookie Bill 
Muxlow (Colorado) in the middle. 

Defensive end Bill Baker had 
an off-year in 1977 and Eddy will 
attempt to improve the Riders’ 
pass rush this season. Tim Roth 


is set at one tackle spot but vet- 
eran end George Wells will be 
challenged by newcomers Hd 
Johnson (SMU), Bernard Win- 
ters (Syracuse) and Jim (Big, 
Bad) Wolf, late of the Pittsburgh 
Steelers. 

The secondary is superb with 
Paul Williams (Cal) and Steve 
Dennis (Grambling) at the cor- 
ners, all-star Canadian Ken Mc- 
Eachern at strong safety and 
newly-acquired Steve Gelley at 
rover. 

Kicking is only adequate with 
Bob Macoritti handling the 
placements and punts. 


CALGARY (4-12-0)—The Stam- 
peders won the Grey Cup in 1971 
and haven’t been in the playoffs 
since. 

This isn’t the year their luck 
changes. 

Jack Gotta, in the second year 
of a rebuilding program, is stress- 
ing speed this year but there are 
simply too many question marks, 
starting at quarterback and con- 
tinuing through the roster. The 
Stampeders did field a respect- 
able defensive team last season 
but scored fewer points than any 
other team in the CFL. 

QBs John Hufnagel (Penn 
State) and Matt Reed (WFL- 
Grambling) both return but 
Gotta is high on two rookies Joe 
Davis, a dropback passer from 
San Diego State and Dean Bley- 
ins, a scrambler from Oklahoma. 
Whoever winds up with the job 
will have a one excellent running 
back in Willie Burden (1032 
yards last season) and one excel- 
lent receiver in Canadian Tom 
Forzani (Utah State). 

The offense ends there. 

Gotta has an outstanding Ca- 
nadian rookie in guard Bob 
Lubig (Montana State) and tac- 
kle Lloyd Fairbanks (Brigham 
Young) is back after knee sur- 
gery but veteran center Basil 
Bark has retired. 

The best of the speedy new- 
comers may be wide receiver 
Randall Teate a dropout from 
Texas A and M. and Gotta was 
also impressed with Tim Gilles- 
pie, a cut of the Denver Broncos 
who had a brief trial with the 
Stamps last season. 

Linebackers Anthony Dicker- 
son (SMU) and Mel McGowan 
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YOU CAN 
RECEIVE $100 
WORTH OF 
FOOTBALL 
PUBLICATIONS 
FOR JUST 
$10 


Here’s the most fantastic 
offer of the entire football 
season. We have arranged 
with publishers of the top 
football newsletters to send 
you a different, fact-filled 
football newsletter each 
week during the season. 
In fact some weeks you 
may receive two or three 
newsletters! Each news- 
letter predicts the outcome 
of college and pro games 
and also contains a vast 
amount of valuable infor- 
mation. This is a great op- 
portunity to sample the 
entire field for an incredibly 
low price of just $10. By 
subscription each of these 
newsletters cost $25 to $50! 
You pay only $10 for a 
minimum of 15: newsletters, 
but you must act now. This 
is a marketing sample offer 
and is limited to 3,000 par- 


Newsletter Offer 
Box 2043 may 
Detroit, Mich. 48231 


Here’s my $10. Send me 
$100 worth of sports newsletters 
during the 1978 season, at jeast 
one each week. 


Name 
Address 
City 


State 
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National Sports Wire 
was rated one of the 
top five football 
prediction services in 
the nation from over 
200 operating in 1977. 


Mike McCusker, famous for the McCusker 
Report on sports prediction services, 

has ranked National Sports Wire as one 
of the top five in the entire nation in his 
independent study of over 200 services, 


Here’s why: 
NSW's Steam Line Phone Service* 
* Hit winners with 70% accuracy in 1977. 
* Not had a losing season in the past 5 years. 
* Picked 20 winners out of 22 games on 
Monday Night Football the past 2 seasons. 
* | to 3 Five Star Guaranteed Winners 
per week ... subscribe to one or all 
Five Star picks for $50 each, if the pick 


doesn't win against the point spread NSW 
Pays you $65! 


NSW's Steam Sheet Late Week Newsletter* 


* Predicted winners with a net total of 40.6 
units or at $100 per unit, $4060. 


* Picked winners 12 out of 15 weeks (tops 
in the nation). 


* Not had a losing season in the past 5 years. 


RATES 


STEAM SHEET LATE WEEK NEWSLETTER 
16 Issues — $48... Save 40% over newsstand. 
4 Issues— S16 1 Issue — $5 
STEAM LINE LATE PHONE SERVICE 
Season — $600 Includes all NPL. exhibition 
games and regular season 


through Super Bow! XII... 
Save $280 over monthly rates, 


Monthly — $220... Save $20 to $80 over 


weekly rate. 
Weekly — $60 
Five Star Guaranteed Winners — 
1 Game —350 2Games —$S100 3 Games —$150 


Please enter my subscription to | 
| THE STEAM SHEET NEWSLETTER for | 
\ 0 16 Issues 1 4 Issues 0) 1 Issue | 

THE STEAM LINE PHONE SERVICE for | 
| (JSeason (J) Month (1) Week (1 Five Star | 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| NAME 


| ADDRESS 


) ClTY. STATE ZIP 
| PHONE 4 ) =} 
MAIL TO 


ath ttt eeescors, 


National Sports Wire 


P.O, BOX 32408 » OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73132 
OR CALL 


(405) 755-3860 


*NSW quoted statistics are documented 
in FOOTBALL NEWS for verification 


Not to be used for inducement to violate any State 
or feceral laws. 


(Arizona) have 4.6 speed and 
will be the people to beat at out- 
side linebacker while Ollie Bak- 
ken returns in the middle. 

The defensive line may need 
rebuilding with veteran John 
Helton asking to be traded. The 
Stamps will miss veteran Cana- 
dian Rod Woodward in the sec- 
ondary but Al Burleson (Wash- 
ington) is all-star material and 
Ray Odums, a basketball star at 
Alabama, is constantly improv- 
ing. 

Cyril McFall is an excellent 
placekicker but the Stampeders’ 
offense gives him few opportuni- 
ties to practice his trade. 


NEW AMERICAN IMPORTS 
MONTREAL ALOUETTES 
1977 CANADIAN CHAMPIONS 
beat Edmonton 41-6 for Grey Cup. 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

MONTREAL Alouettes 
Larry Bailey, DE, Pacific; Phil Boyce, 
WR, Azusa Pacific; Dave Buterfield, DB, 
Nebraska; Bill Carroll, WR, East Texas 
St; Freddie Douglas, WR, Arkansas; 
Eletice Siatoa, DT, Long Beach St.; Nate 
Jackson, RB, Tennessee St,; Randy John- 
son, DB, Southern Utah; Larry Lawrence, 
QB, Oakland Raiders; John Maxwell, OT, 
Boston College; John Olenchalk, LB, 
Stanford; Doug Payton, OT, Colorado; 
Bob Rule, LB, SW Louisiana; Ken 
Starch, RB, Wisconsin; John Taylor, OT, 
Pacific; Robert Trudeau, RB, Cal Poly; 
Cornelius Walker, DE, Rice; Greg Jorg- 
ensen, G, Nebraska. 


TORONTO Argonauts 

Rodney Allison, QB, Texas Tech; Dave 
Almeida, DB, Boston College; Bill Bower- 
man, QB, New Mexico St.; Frank De- 
Stefano, OG, Duke; Greg Dubinetz, OG, 
Yale-WFL; Chez Evans, DT, Oklahoma; 
Bob Farnham, WR, Brown; Carlos Hen- 
derson, WR, East Michigan; Terry Met- 
calf, RB, St. Louis Cardinals; ‘Tommy 
Mills, DB, West Texas St.; Dale Molder, 
DB, Howard Payne; Mike Obrovac, DT, 
Bowling Green; Rich Razzano, LB, Vir- 
ginia Tech; Phil Rogers, RB, Virginia 
Tech; Brian Ruff, LB, Citadel; Alan 
Slammer, DT, East Michigan; Charles 
Smith, RB, Morgan St.; Forry Smith, 
WR, Iowa St.; Roland Smith, DB, Ark- 
ansas; Joe Thompson, RB, Augustana; 
Alvin White, QB, Oregon St.; Charles 
Williams, WR, Memphis St. 


OTTAWA Rough Riders 

Larry Nelson, WR, Howard Payne; Jim 
Szczerba, DT, Ithaca; Paul Pope, LB, 
Richmond; Mark Burke, DB, West Vir- 
ginia; Dave Miller, DB, Dayton; Sylves- 
ter Boler, LB, Georgia; Ned Deane, OG, 
Massachusetts; Steve Dionas, LB, Mon- 
tana; Rudy Bryant, South Carolina St.; 
Benny Shell, LB, Delaware St.; John An- 
derson, DE, Alcorn; Jim Schnietz, OT, 
(CFL) -Missouri. 


HAMILTON Tiger-Cats 
Danny Bass, OG, Elon; Mark Cahill, QB, 
Las Vegas; Steve Davis, WR, Georgia; 
Steve Cockerham, LB, Akron; Ed Di- 
mitry, OT, Dayton; Glen Deadman, DE, 
Kent St.; Mark Edwards, LB, Dayton; 
Jeff Ferrelli, DB, Ohio St.; Joe Knoth, 
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DB, Kean; Ernest Madison, DB, East 
Carolina; Bill Murphy, LB, Elon; Steve 
Marinucci, QB, East Michigan; Ken 
Scarpa, DB, Seton Hall; Mike Siganis, 
DB, Kentucky; Dennis Thurman, DB, 
Gardner-Webb; Greg Thurmond, WR, 
Akron; John Tuttle, WR, Kansas; Tom 
Wanner, DB, Dayton; George Wood- 
house, RB, Federal St. 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
SASKATCHEWAN Roughriders 
Roger Bernhardt, OG, New York Jets; 
Larry Dick, QB, Maryland; Ed Johnson, 
DE, SMU; Bob Jones, DB, Atlanta Fal- 
cons; Eary Jones, DT, Memphis St.; Bill 
Muxlow, LB, Colorado; Joe Prendergast, 
OG, Boston College; Courtney Snyder, 
RB, Indiana; I. V. Wilson, DT, Tulsa; 
Harold Woods, DB, West Virginia; James 
Wolf, DE, Pittsburgh Steelers; Ken 
Washington, QB, North Texas St.; Ber- 

nard Winters, DE, Syracuse. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA Lions 
Rodney Bagley, LB, LSU; Larry Bates, 
RB, Miami; Greg Blankenship, LB, Hay- 
ward; Calvin Culliver, RB, Alabama; Bill 
Deutsch, RB, North Dakota; Ken Down- 
ing, DB, Missouri; Gerry Evans, OT, 
Iowa St.; Rich Glover, DE, Nebraska; 
Harry Holt, RB, Arizona; Jim Lohmann, 
OG, El Paso; Mike Nealy, WR, Santa 
Clara; Bill Olds, RB, Nebraska; Frank 
Oliver, DB, Kentucky; Joe Paopao, QB, 
Long Beach St.; Carl Pennington, LB, 
Kansas St. Bill Rice, DT, Brigham 
Young; Pat Richardson, LB, Hawaii; 
Pete Rome, DB, Miami; Lorenzo Turner, 
LB, Oklahoma; Billy Joe Winchester, 
DT, Arizona; Larry Key, RB, Florida St. 


WINNIPEG Blue Bombers 
Ray Allred, DT, Idaho St.; Ted Arndt, 
DT, Bemidji St.; Tim Allen, OG, Louis- 
ville; Rich Eccles, OT, Memphis St.; Leo 
Ezerins, TE, Whitworth; John Green, 
TE, Doane; Henry Hynoski, RB, Temple; 
Glen Jones, LB, VMI; Mark Lewis, DT, 
Arkansas; Mike Maguire, RB, South Da- 
kota; Mike Northington, DB, Purdue; 
Reggie Pierson, DB, Oklahoma St.; Rich 
Rives, WR, Memphis St.; Ken Smith, 
WR, Pine Bluff; Ara Watley, OT, San 
Diego St.; Archie Gray, WR, Wyoming; 
Mickey Malham, LB, Arkansas St.; Art 
Meadowcroft, OT, Minnesota; Steve 
Okoniewski, DT, Montana; Marty Smith, 
DT, Louisville; Mike Holmes, WR, Texas 
Southern; Billy Howard, DT, Alcorn 
A&M; Buddy Hardeman, DB, Iowa St. 


CALGARY Stampeders 

Dean Blevins, QB, Oklahoma; Joe Davis, 
QB, San Diego St.; Anthony Dickerson, 
LB, SMU; Tim Gillespie, WR, Denver 
Broncos; Bob Lubig, OG, Montana St,; 
Mel McGowan, LB, N.Y. Giants; Don 
Malinosky, OT, Michigan St.; Randall 
Teate, WR, Texas A&M; Vernon Wells, 
WR, Kansas City Chiefs. 


EDMONTON Eskimos 

James Armstead, WR, Langston; Juan 
Campbell, WR, Oregon St.; Curtis Crue- 
soe, DE, Grambling; Luther Dixon, OG, 
South Carolina St.; Rich Dundas, LB, 
Whitworth; David Green, OT, New Mex- 
ico; Ron Jamerson, RB, Southern Cal; 
Gary Johnson, DE, Willamette; Brian 
Kelly, WR, Washington St.; Roy Knight, 
WR, Washington; Gary Marshall, DB, 
San Diego St.; Warren Moon, QB, Wash- 
ington; Larry Moore, DE, Angelo St.; 
Joel Mullins, OT, Arkansas St.; Horace 
Perkins, DB, Colorado; Tom Poe, LB, 
Washington St.; Tom Scott, WR, Winni- 
peg (CFL)-Washington; Gary Valbuena, 
QB, Tennessee; Barnabas White, RB, 
Arkansas, 
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Official 


Ferrell, S.F, 
SCORING Francis, Atl. 
RECORDS Gilliam, NO. . 
Points—176, Paul Hornung, G.B. (1960) Grooms, N.O, . 
TD's—22, Gale Sayers, Chicago (1965) Harmon, Wash. 
,. 22, Chuck Foreman, Minnesota (1975) Harrison, S.F. . 
FG's—33, Chester Marcol, Green Bay (1972) Henderson, Dal 
XP—56, Danny Villanueva, Dallas (1966) Hill, C., Wash, . 
he OP XP. FG FGA Pts, 
. ts. 
Payton, W.. Chi, srsseesseeee 1 Oo 0 0 96 
Herrera, Dall. : 39 18 29 93 
Septien, L.A. .. 32 18 30 8&6 
Moseley, Wash, 19 21 37 82 
Dorsett, Dall. .... 1 0 0 78 
pmo Bu Be 
nelo, N.Y. 1 2 1 ¥ 
Bakken, St.L 35 16 56 Martin, N.Y.G. 
Childs, N.O. 0 0 54  #£McCrary, Atl. 
Foreman, Mi 0 0 54 McGeorge, G.B. 
McCutcheon, L 0 0 54  #®(Mcintyre, Atl. . 
Morris, St.b 0 0 Merlo, N.O. .... 
White, Minn 0 0 54 Middleton, G.B. 
Williams, S.F 0 54 Moorehead, N.Y.G. available 
Wersching, S.F, 23 10 17 53. Myers, NO. ... 
Marcol 11 13 21 50 O'Neil, Det. 
Cox, Mi 25 17 49 Ortega, Atl 
Mike-Ma 14 10 22 44 Payne, G.B. ... 
Szaro 29 12 44 Pennywell, Atl. 
“Mike 19 19 43 Phillips, L.A. Now you can really root for your favorite NFL, NHL & NBA 
0 0 42 ~ Pinckney, Det, team and keep warm at the same time. These 100% Orion 
0 42 +~Plunkett, S.F. . Acrylic Knit Caps with PomPom come in official team colors 


42 Pollard, N.0. 
36 Ryckman, Atl. 
36 Sanders, Det. 
36 Scales, L.A. ... 
36 Schubert, Chi, 


with the authentic team logo emblazoned boldly right on the 
front. One size fits all and it's guaranteed to draw raves from 
anyone who sees it, and it’s so practical also. All NFL teams 
available. and all NHL & NBA teams also. Specify team or 
teams desired. Only $3.98 per team (2 for $7.85) (3 for 
$11.55). Please add 37¢ shipping charges to your total order 
for shipping charges. Full Money Back Guarantee if not de- 
lighted. Send , check or Money Order to; 


Ca 
Jackson, H., L.A, 
Metcalf, St.L. 
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Gray, StL. 30 ‘Thaxton, N.O. . 
Janerskl, Phil 30 Theismann, Wash. Royal Advtg. Comp., Dept. 810 
Manning, N.O 30 Thompson, Atl. Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563 


30 Torkelson, G.B. 


30 Voight, Minn. . (NY. State residents please add state and local sales tax) 


_ 
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Jenkins, Atl, 4 Whitehurst, 6.8 

Kane, Det a Williams, $.F 0 

Latta, Chi 24 Wright, Minn. 0 

Newhouse, D 24 Young, L.A. 0 

Smith, Phll. .... 24 ~—- Youngblood, 0 

Leavitt, T.B. 10 20 Wittum, S.F. 1 

DuPree, Dall 18 Johannson, Phil. . 1 

Galbreath, N 18  Safeties: English, Det.; Eller, Minn,; Team, N.O. 

ra, i 

arris, St.L. ee 

Jones’ StL 18 RUSHING Official 

Meee or 2 RECORDS (10 or more Yards) N FL 

mobien shah le 18 Most—339, Walter Payton, Chicago (1977) 

Nene CR 18 Most Yds.1863, Jim Brown, Cleve. (1963) ~ Jerse 

Odom'G.8 ig Most TD's—19, Jim Taylor, 6.B. (1962) ’ y 
5, LB 8 Att, Yds. Avg. Lng. Tds 

Rees Ba Ty Payton, Ci. ssmusnen 339 1852 74 Only 

Robinson, N.Y.G. 18 McCutcheon, L.A. . 294 1238 48 $ 

Saldi, Dall. . 1g Foreman, Minn. . 270 1112 51 11% 

Scott, Chi, 18 Dorsett, Dall. .. 208 1007 84t 1 

Smith, G.B. . 18 ‘Williams, S.F. 268 931 40 

Spencer, N.Y.G. Stanback, Atl: 247-873 35 

Staubach, Dall. 18 Muncie, N.O. 201 811 36 


Thomas, Wash. 228 806 31 va; 
cre, 8 Ay Wachao SA wns, US ROA BO, Sipe meres 
1 etcalf, stl. .. 
cate Sts 13 Newhouse, Dali 180 721 29 on front & back 
Haden, LA 13 Gatbreath N.0." 168 4h 38 28 ptticra sent 
* 12 albreath, N.O. . 
Hi Det, 12  Cappelletti, L.A 178 598 15 color & design 
} 12 Hammond, N 154 577 30 5 

12 age “714 3 Here is a competition quality jersey in authentic NFL color & 
e 155521 35 design. Eight Inch numeral on front & back make you look 
12 132 480 32 and feel_as though you can't be beat. Material is rayon and 


cotton. The pom are the same color and design as aR 


'Y.G. 134 464 15 favorite pro football team. In youth and adult sizes of S, 
Pearson, D., Dall 5 Harber . thie or XL. nly $11.98 per team for youth sizes and $12.98 per 
Pisarcik, N.Y.G. 12 Bell, T.B. ... 148 436 team for adult sizes. Please add 75¢ to your total order for 
Rashad, Minn 12 ~—‘Kane, Det. .. 124 421 35 shipping charges. Teams available are: Packers, Dolphins, 


Rams, Cowboys, Vikings, Redskins, Steelers, Giants, Jets, 


Rather, Chi. 12 Sullivan, Phil. Broncos, Patriots team and si 
’ ‘ 3 size desired. Full Mon 
Riggins, Wash, 12. Pearent F Dail eee igen A Back Guarantee if nat delighted. Send cash, check or Money 
ee 12 99 334 2st Order or order C.0.0. ($7 deposit). 

on, De! 12 95 324 18 


Thompson, Det. 


Tucker, Minn. 12 Tyler, L.A, 
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Wood, T.B. 12 Harmon, Wash. . 94 310 21 Royal Advgt. Corp. Depr. 811 
6 Torkelson, G.B. 103. 309 29 

Beidaeein’ OF. * 6 Davis, T. 95 297 35 Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563 

Baschnagel, Chi. 6 DuBose, T.B 71 = 284 13 N.Y. State Res. add state and local sales tax 

Bell, T.B. ........ 6 Eley, Atl. ..... 97° (273 16 

Betterson, Phil. 6 Strachan, N.O. 55: 271 18 

Blair, Minn 6 Manning, N.0. 39 270 27 

lue, De 6 Hill, Wash 69 257 34 

Brinson, Dall 6 Earl, Chi 56 233 34 

Bryant, N.Y.G 6 Betterson, 62 233 17 

eimanoty © roe hes 5s = te as 

Buggs, Wash ohnson, Minn 

Byes AU wc. 6 Latin, Stl... 56 208 17 
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Att. Yds, Ave. Lng. Tds. ; No, Yds. Avg, Lng, Tds. 

SIMPSON, G.B. cserersersee 204 «3.4 4 0 37 340) =—(9.2 43 1 

Riggins, Wash. 68 203 30 12 0 36 631 17.5 52 5 

Williams, T.B, 63 198 31 14 +O Owens,T.B, 34 655 19.3 67t 3 

Spencer, N.Y.G 62 184 3.0 9 3. Grant, Wash. . 34 480 14.1 59t 3 

Phillips, L.A, .. 37 183 44.9 25 1 Metcalf, Stl. ., 34 403 11.9 68t 2 

Montsariery, Pp a5: (18Fe “AE 270) 42 McClanahan, Minn. 34 «276 «= 88.1 23 2 

Staubach, Dall 51 171 34 33 3. Childs, N.O. ... 33 518 15.7 S59t § 

Ferrell, S.F, 41 160 3,9 12 1 Smith, Phil. 33 464 14.1 32 4 

Miller, Minn. 46 152 3.3 14 0 Washington, S 32 638 19.9 47t 5 

Hubbard, Det 38 150 3.9 16 1 Hill, Det, . 32 465 14.5 61 2 

Theisman, Wash 29 «#«149°«§.1 «214 1 Herrmann, N. 32 408 12.8 39 O 

Harrell, G.B, .. 60 140 23 9 1 Nelson, L.A. . 31 401 12.9 46 3 

Musso, Chi 37. 332) 3:6: 13 2 Stanback, Ati 30 261 87 36 O 

Jaworskl, Phil 40 127 3.2 44 5 Dorsett, Dall. 29 273 94 23 1 

Carter, T.B 59 117 20 20 2 Jarvis, Det. . 28 353 12.6 28 1 

Avellini, Chi. 37. 109 2.9 21 1 DuPree, Dall, 28 347 124 23 3 

Haden, L.A 29 #106 «#43.7 23 2 Thomas, Wash, 28 245 88 25 2 

Hofer, S.F 34 106 43.1 10 O  Cappelletti, L.A. 28 «#228 «#81 25t 1 

Esposito, Atl 34 101 3.0 23 0 om, GB. ... 27 549 20.3 95t 3 

Landry, Det. ., 25 99 40 13 O  Krepfle, Phil 27 +530 19.6 55t 3 

Middleton, 6.8. 35 97 2.8 16 O  Payton,’W., Chi. 27 269 10.0 75t 

Thompson, Det. 31 91 29 16t 1 Miller, Minn, . 27 +246 #©9.1 25 O 

Jones, StL. ..., 24 «#77 #32 18 3 Francls, Atl. . 26 390 15.0 32 1 

Watkins, N.Y.G. 19 7 637 69 0 Bugegs, Wash, 26 341 #1311 45 1 

Plunkett, S.F. .. 28 #71 25 9 1 Latta, Chi. : 26 335 12.9 37t 4 

Hunter, Atl. .. 28 70 2.5 18 1 Sullivan, Phil. 26 223 86 30 2 

a) Mcintyre, Atl, 134 65 «45.0.11 0 ain, StL... 25 328 13.1 38 2 

a Bell, N.Y.G. ..., 16 63 3.9 13 0 McCutcheon, L.A, 25 274 11.0 30 2 

Danielson, Det. 7 62 89 16 0 Res 24 247 10.3 23t 1 

Pisarciky’ NoV.G,. 2 OS] OB Ah Waddy' LAS 23 398 isa az 
Plsarcik, N.Y.G, y Waddy, L.A. i 

Now that we have your Whitehurst, G.8, 144 55 39 19 1 Robinson, N.Y.G. 22 422 19.2 got 3 

tention, gi OT csc mr ec Ma oh iene ae eS 
ryant, A acKson, s.r, « 

Secis mea TE ee ee 
a A 4 erkKins, We A 

TOLL FREE for details Nelson GAC 3 31 10.3 18 0 Voigt, Minn... 20 212 106 24 1 

Lemaster, Phil, 1 30 30.0 30 0 Williams, SF, 20 179 9.0 17 2 

Brinson, Dall, B 28 35 20t 1 Mitchell, SF, 19 226 11.9 31 0 

Blount, TB, 5 26 5.2 12 0 Harrell, 6.B, 19 194 10.2 48 0 

5 24 #48 10 0 Harper, Chi... 19 142 7.5 34 0 
: Hammond, N.Y.G. 1 4 

B 2 23 115.20 0 Y 9 136 7.2 28 0 

8 23 29 8 0 Hogan, Phil. 19 118 62 51t 1 

2 22 110 11 O Kane, Det. .. 18 186 103 20 0 

3 21 7.0 15 O Hill, Wash. -. 18 154 86 23 1 

Peon 5 20 40 8 O _ Rather, chi, 17 294 17.3 42t 2 

A Best, Chi. .. 6 20 33 6 O _ Richards, Dall. 17 225 13,2 50t 3 

Kilmer, Wash, 10 20 20 12 O - Mitchell, Atl... 17 178 105 17 O 

Wehrli, Stl. 1 19 19.0 19 0 McGeorge, G.B 17 142 28.4 BY 

Hart, St.L. 11 18 416 13° O _— Shirk, N.Y.G. 16 280 175 64 2 

Jodat, L.A. 5 15 3.0 5 1 Newhouse, Dall, 16 106 66 41 1 

Harrison, S, 6 15 2.5 15 0 Harrison, S.F, 15 217 145 46 1 

| 4 Kellar, Minn. 7 35 21 9 O Tucker, N.Y.G.-M 15 200 13.3 29 2 

Laldlaw, Dall 9 TST Th 8 it} Hagins, T.B. 15 196 131 56 O 

Smith, Phil. 2 13 65 8 O _ Kotar, N.Y.G 15 73 49 13 O 

Payton, E., Det. 4 13 3.3 14 0 Thaxton, N.O, 14 211 151 41 1 

Bartkowski, Atl. 18 13° 0.7 8 O Sanders, Det. .. 14 170 121 24 1 

66 55 Scott, N.O. .. 4 1 28 9 0 Taylor, Wash. .. 14 158 113 19 0 

Hill, Det. ... 4 10 2.5 14 0 Harmon, Wash, 144 #4119 85 22 1 

Huff, T.B, S) 30) 8 P20) SsealeSiReo 13 230 17,7 47t 1 

Mckay, 1.8. 12 164 13.7 26 0 

Menage com HS HS Bee 
Johnson, Dall. . 

FOOTBALL SERVICES PASS RECEIVING feneeh  OTB EE HR 
= Thompson, Atl. 12 56 7 

(DIRECT FROM LAS VEGAS) | |  secoros or me—ins amuendt cos BO AL kf 

Most caught—93, John Morris, Chicago (1964) Saidi- Ball 11 108 98 23 2 

A wire Lge NI Apach Lee ee2) Torkelson, G.B. 11 107 97 14 0 

« ost pass TD's—17, Don Hutson, G.B. : 1 89 81 17 

Two services to meet your needs: 17" Elroy Hirsch, LA. (1951) pubose, 7.8, 1 Bo) Ge aera 

= No, Yds. Avg. ing; Tds. Vataha, G.B. 10 109 109 20 0O 

e Late telephone service Rashad, Minn. .. 51 681 13.4 48t 2 Williams, 7.8, 10 67 67 15 O 

Scott, Chi. .... 50 809 16.2 72t 3 Carter, T.8, 10 65 65 19 O 

> Pearson, D., Dall, 48 870 181 67 2 Jessie, L.A. ... 9 139 154 21 0 

e Late tip sheet Jackson, LA. ..... 48 666 13.9 58 6  Nafziger, 1.8. § 119 13.2 38 0 

Carmichael, Phil. 46 665 145 S50t 7 Latin, StL. .. 9 89 99 20 0 

- Pearson, P,, Dall. . 46 535 11.6 36t 4 ~~ Eley, Atl, .... 9 60 67 144 O 

e Both these services produced White, Minn. .... . 41 760 18.5 69t 9 Schubert, Chi. B 119 14.9 32 0 

yo Galbreath, N.O. » 41 265 65 30 O Davis, T.B. .. 8 91 114 30 0 

big winners last year. Harris, St.L, 40 547 13.7 38t 3 Blue, Det. ... 8 900) Als ou) 

King, bet. _ .. 40 238 6.0 30 0 Marshall, N.Y.G. 7 178 25.4 82 0 

, Jenflns, Atl. 39 677 17.4 73t 4 Payne, GB. ww. 7 99 141 45 1 

e You can have complete confidence Gray, StL 38 782 20.6 69t 5 Riggins, Wash. 7 95 13.6 53t 2 

Foreman, Min 38 308 81 31t 3 Thompson, Det. . 7 42 6.0 18 O 


in our integrity. 


e We offer professional analysis — 
not gimmicks. 


e UPI SPORTS WIRE in our offices. 
COMPLETE SCORE SERVICE 


SPORTS SERVICES: TIPSTERS OR GYPSTERS? 


If you have been ripped off or otherwise disappointed by bum 


seers, wise up by reading my 


1978 revised edition of the McCusker Report. 
A detailed, hard-hitting consumer-survival kit. Written  in- 


We accept ! ron C or denoncanaly by a veteran sports, editor and former Gold Sheet 
‘ = statter, 
NATIONAL SPORTS SERVICES, INC. Features the most authentic tout ratings ever compiled. . .based 
3170 W. SAHARA AVE. on exclusive reports from savvy fans who know the phone wizards 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89102 pomthey sides, 


1-702-873-3677 


NATIONAL SPORTS SERVICES, INC. EMPHA- 

SIZES THAT ANY INFORMATION RELEASED iS 

STRICTLY FOR NEWS VALUE AND IS NOT TO 

BE USED TO VIOLATE ANY STATE OR FEDERAL 
LAWIS. 


Obtain the unvarnished lowdown for $10 CASH or an $11 check 
(must clear). Sorry no “free information.” 
Remit to: Mike McCusker, Box 315-SS, Peoria, Arizona 85345 


SSP 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


RECORDS PASSING 


Most completions—288, Sonn dureonen Washington (1967) 

Most TD’s.—36, Y. A, Tittle, Giants (196 

Most Yds. —3747, Sonny Jurgensen, Washtneton (1967) 

Longest for TD. 99 yards, Frank Filchock, Washington, to Andy Farkas (1939); George |zo, Wash- 
ington to Bobby Mitchell (1963); Carl Sweetan, Detroit, to Pat Studstill (1966); 
Sonny Jurgensen, Washington, to Gerry Allen (1968). 


NFC INDIVIDUAL QUALIFIERS 
Pct. Yds. 


PvE: Pct. Pet 
Atts. Comp. Comp. Gain Galn Tds. Tds. Long Int. Int 
Staubach, Dall, 361 210 58.2 2620 WEG) 16) Si" «by, 9 12.5 
Haden, u nee 216 122 56.5 1551 F518), 1 by 15,1, 58 6 2.8 
Tarkenton, Minn 258 155 60,1 1734 6.72 uF 315)" S9t 14 5.4 
ndry, 240 135 56.3 1359 5.66 (ag rw cy) Pe cena 
Manning, N.O, 205 113 55.1 6.26 8’ (3.91 “58t 9 44 
yulnes Wash 201 99 49.3 1187 5.91 8 4.0 59t Y a 
StL. 355 186 52.4 2542 716) La! 37" \68F 520: 5.6 
Plunkett: ‘SF. 248 128 51.6 1693 6.83 9 36 47t 14 5.6 
Avellini, Chi. 293 154 52.6 2004 6.84 11 3.8 75t 18 6.1 
Jaworski, Phil. 346 166 48.0 2183 B31 +16 ‘5:2 Sob) -2), 16.1 
Theismann, Wash 182 84 46.2 1097 6.03 Rie ae © 52 4.9 
Dickey, * 220 113 51.4 1346 6.12 5 2.3 95t 14 64 
Pisarcik, NY.G. 241 103 42.7 1346 5.59 Rid Lik be 144 «5.8 
NON-QUALIFIERS 
Ferragamo, L.A. ..... 15 60.0 83 5,53 2 13.3 17t 0 0.0 
Kramer, Minn, 57 30 52.6 425 7.46: 5 88 69t 4 7.0 
Lee, Minn 72 42 58.3 522 7.25 4 56 48 4 5.6 
Hunter, Atl. | 151 70 46.4 898 5.95 2 #413 49t 3) +2.0 
lamath, 107 50 46.7 606 566 3 28 42 5 4.7 
Whitehurst, G.B 105 50 47.6 634 6.04 1 1.0 48 A. 6.7 
Bartkowski, Atl, 136 64 47.1 96 5.85 5. Aa7y avs) -J34 96 
Mrctdesyl Det. 100 42 42.0 445 4.45 L\ 3.0) 61 5 5.0 
82 36 43.9 516 6.29 a) Sr) Sst 8 98 
138 67 48.6 889 6.44 3 (22 67 O13: 39.4 
70 31 44,3 416 5.94 2 29 A7 8 114 
31 16 51.6 130 4.19 1 $32 31 3 9.7 
89 37 41.6 §22 5.87 0 #0.0 56 Oo ae 
10 40,0 35 3.50 0 0.0 12 1 10,0 
24 29.2 89 3.71 0 00 26 2 83 
40 13 32.5 150 3.75 0 O00 26 4 10,0 
es fi 90 25 27.8 244 2.71 0 oo 19 10 ill 
(Less than 10 attempts—but TD) 
Blanchard, N.O 3 1 33.3 3 1,00 1 33.3 3t 1 33.3 
Krause, Minn. 1 1 100.0 11 11,00 1100.0 1it 0 0.0 
McQuilken, At 7 5 71.4 4) 6,71 J. 1453)" *T4 0 0.0 
Metcalf, sit t* . 5 3 60.0 27 5.40 1 20.0 iit 1 20.0 
No. Yds. Avg. Lng. Tds. No. Yds. Avg. Ln 
Dixon, N.Y.G, ..... 6 78 13.0 21 Lavender, Wash 4 36 «9.0 3 
Hubbard Bee 6 36 «66.0 9 O Fenclk, Chi 4 33 8.3 23 
Earl, Chi, . 6 32 5.3 20 O Plank, Chi 4 32 8.0 20 
Scales, L.A. 5 104 208 32 1  Willlams, Was! 4 25 6.3 25 
Lusk, Phil 5 102 204 36t 1 Ortega, At 4 he TL 
Tilley, St.L. 5 64 12,8 31 O Luke, 6B 4 OL 2s) Ve 
Laidlaw, Dall 5 60 12.0 18t 1 Crist, N.O 4 6 i546 
Jones, Wash 5 55 11.0 15 0 McCoy, GB At 32) 05.521 
Smith, StL. 5 4g 98 13 Jd Byas, Atl. 3 122 40.7 72t 
Hofer, S.F, 5 46 92 16 0  Sensibaugh, St.t. 3 110 36.7 79t 
Young, L.A 5 35. 70: 17) J Henderson, Dall, 3 79 26.3 79t 
Simpson, G.B “| 19 os 1878 0 Jauron, Det, ‘ 3 55 18.3 28 
Mauti, N.O.  ... 4 71 17.8 23 «0 Bryant, N.Y.G, 3 54 18.0 54t 
Mucker, 7.8. . 4 59 148 23 O Scott, Wash, 3 42 14.0 25 
Baschnagel, Chi. 4 50.12;5 25. 0 Barney, Det. 3 27 #9.0 22 
Betterson, Phil, : 4 41 103 15 0 Waters, Dall. 3) Ate ga 46 
Bell, N.Y.G, 4 a3 6S 22) 10 Wright, Minn. .. 3 0 0o0 O 
Bryant, LA. a. 4 28 7.0 14 0 Washing ton, D,, S.F. 2 68 34.0 50 
Johnson, Minn. . 4 2h 533" ©8470 Brown, 2 66 33.0 27 
Spencer, N.Y.G. . 4 20 50 15 O Pinckney, Det. 2 61 30.5 48t 
Grim, Minn. _... 3 65 21.7 23 O Rhodes, N.Y.G 2 59 29.5 40 
Strachan, N.O, 3 26 87 10 O Lewis, +B. 2 55 27:5 42 
Lash, S.F, ... 3 Za) 7 167 oO Elmendorf, 2 2 51 25.5 27 
Boykin, N.O, 3 21 7.0 9 O Johnson, L. bet. 2 51 25.5 32 
Montgomery, “J 18 #60 8 O ienansne & 2 41 20.5 29t 
Musso, 3 13 43 21 O Outlaw, Phil, ‘ 2 41 20.5 38 
McCrary, Atl 2 48 24.0 49t 1 Washington, M., Dall. 2 32 16.0 21 
Mcintyre, Atl 1 27 27.0 27t 1 Pennywell, Atl. 2 30 15.0 20t 
Ryckman its 1 Se EA ee pi Livers, Chi. 2 29 14.5 29 
Grooms, 1 2 320° 3t Selmon, T.B. 2 29 14.5 20 
Jodat, L.A. 1 Za ae tat Renfro, Dall. 2 28 14.0 25 
Youngblood, L.A. 2 27 13:5) 925t 
prudzin mr if 2 ba 130 23 
rudzins' A 
papeatetes mage ak : Bie 
fas Phillips, A 
RECORDS (1 1f 9 or more yards—or TD) Hughes, Dali. 2 19 ais 11 
Most—14, Dick Lane, Los Angeles (1952) oe Stl. 2 15 2 15 
Most Yds. 301, Don Doll, Detroit ties). Van Pelt, N.Y 2 9 45 9 
Most TD’ == Dick k Lynch, Glants ( Bergey, Phil, 2 4 20 4 
, Herb unleriey, cree, Bay (2965) Merlo, N.O. 1 57 57.0 57t 
, Lem Barney, Detroit Esposito, Atl. 1 55 55.0 55 
3 Monte Jackson, Los Angeles (1976) Martin, N.Y.G. 1 30 30.0 30t 
No. Yds. Avg. Lng. Tds. ; 1 30 30.0 30 
Lawrence, Atl. ... 7 138 19.7 36 O 1 29 29.0 29 
Simpson, L.A. . 6 157 262 42 O 1 23 23.0 23 
Sanders, Phil, G* 322 20.3 45° 0 1 22 22.0 22 
Hunter, bet. 6 104 17.3 26 O 1 20 20.0 20 
Ellis, Chi, as 6 23 384) 0 1 18 18.0 18 
Edwards. ‘Phii 6 STewise abe 0 f 1 17 17.0 17 
Logan, Phil. 5 124 24.8 °45 0 F 1 16 16.0 16 
Thomas, L.A. ) 97 19.4 30 O Braunis Dall. 1 15 15.0 15 
Jackson, L.A. 5 73 14.6 33 O Carr, GB. 1 15 15.0 15 
Washington, M. 5 71 14.2 45t 1 Kellum, St.L. 1 14 14.0 14 
Houston, vise 5 69 13.8 31 0 Laslavic, Det. 1 14 14.0 14 
Brown, Atl. 5 56 11.2 24 O Buffone, Chi. 1 12 12.0 12 
Wehrll, St.L. 5 44 B88 41 O Gray, GB. ... 1 124407042 
Harris, Dall 5 ie AS 0 Toner, G.B. 1 10 10.0 10 
Wood, T.B. 4 86 21.5 30t 1 Hicks, Chi. 1 9 90 9 
hite, T 4 61 153 32 O Kyle, Dall. .. 1 5 9.0 9 
Easterling, Atl. . a 46 11.5 36 O Mallory, N.Y.G, 1 9 90 9 
Bryant, Minn, .. 4 44 110 41 O Siemon, Minn. _ .... 1 5° 90° 9 
Nelson, St.L. ...... 4 ar 9,5..26) 0 Johnson, G., T.B, 1 o 0.0 Ot 
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Our Ninth Year 
Of Forecasting! 
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WINNING 
POINTS 


College and Pro 


Football 
Selections 


* * * 


This is what you'll get in each 
power-packed issue of 
WINNING POINTS: 


WINNING POINTS is available at all 
newsstands at a cost of $2.00 


Complete log with 
game-by-game 


pointspread record. 


Selections and analysis for 


college and pro games. 


Weekly schedule and 


kickoff times. 


Best Bet selections. 
Early Las Vegas Line. 


4 


Expert power ratings. 


per week OR you can save 25% 


for the season and subscribe. 


See coupon below. 


WINNING POINTS 
SUBSCRIPTION 


_______ Full season $30.00 
____-12weeks $21.00 
Gweeks $11.00 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE 


A | Jee 


Starpoint Publishing Corp. 
505 8th Ave., N.Y., N.Y. 10018 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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G | , ‘ 
lant Size 24°x36" |... 
7 oC A 
all 28 Teams and 41 Stars available .$ 

your favorite stars, excitingly repro- 

duced in a large 24" x 36" size, suitable 

favorite team or star in real life action poses, A popular gift and collectors 

item for the den, family room, bedroom or TV room. There's no question 


Here is a handsome, full color painting 

per Star 
for hanging on any wail. These exciting souvenirs are done in official 
that any pro-football fan will be delighted with these exciting posters. All 


of all 28 Pro-Football Teams and 41 of 
team colors, and are reproductions of action paintings showing your 
26 Teams are available and the following 41 Stars: 


CHUCK FOREMAN =] JIM HART 
ALAN PAGE 


(RICKY BELL 


LYDELL MITCHELL 
hare PAYTON 


KEN ANDER: STEVE GROGAN BILLY KILMER 
gana pa CONNING HAM JOHN RIGGINS 
GREG PRUITT RUSS FRANCIS RICH CASTER 
ROGER STAUBACH () KEN STABLER RON SELLERS 
TONY DORSETT C) As BILETNIKOFF od GABRIEL 
DREW neue BRANCH ITE 
DAN PASTORIN BIL BERGEY THN ANGE 
LAWRENCE SOUTCHEDN TERRY ira ) GEORGE WEBSTER 
[JACK YOUNGBLOOD FRANCO HARRIS LANCE ALWORTH 
Atanas iietidins ARNE 
- aK Ite HAROLD JACKSON 
“7? >] BOB GRIESE HIM 2ORN 
 & 
Se ee oe we nn ane nnn nea see 


Royal ire Corp., Dept, 806 ! 
Lynbrook, N-Y. 11563 | 


Rush me the team(s) and star(s) listed below at only $2.50 | 
plus 25¢ shipping charges per star and only $1.50 plus 25¢ 
shipping charges per team. Each additional star or team | 
order | save the 25¢ shipping charges. Full Money Back ! 
Guarantee. | 


The Team(s) | want are 


The Star(s) | want are 
Name 
Address 

City &s State _ 4 


play 


I=ZIP 


PRO FOOTBALL 


COLLEGE GAME NOW AVAILABLE! 
Table sports fans! 21-ZIP, the comparative And now we've added a College Game! 
scores football game, is back for another 28 exciting teams from the country’s 
great season! top 40! You can order a complete Pro- 
Game, a complete College Game, or both 
at a discount rate! ORDER TODAY! 


It consists of 28 pro team cards. On each 
card is a series of offensive and defensive 
scores, drawn from that particular team’s 
SCORING statistics for the previous sea- 
son, ADJUSTED FOR STRENGTH OF 
SCHEDULE. Each time two teams meet, 
there is a quick game of chance. Just four 
rolls of the dice -- one on defense and one 
on offense for each of the two teams - - 
gives a total score for one game. 


Wight Game Co., Dept. E, Box 9084 

So. El Monte, CA 91733 

Send the following: 

_] 21-ZIP Pro Game $6.00 

CJ 21-z1e College Game $6.00 

[_] BOTH $10.00 (in asingle box) 

[1] Back issues . . . cards for ‘75 and ‘76 
Pro seasons . . . add $4.00 for one, 
$8.00 for both. [_]1975 Season 
[11976 Season _]Both 


Please add .95¢ postage and handling to 
the total order. 


Name 


Address 


Using our SCHEDULE SHEET, you'll 
draw up a 28-—team schedule. You'll 
go through an ENTIRE SEASON of 
cliffhangers, runaways, and upsets, as the 
teams battle for playoff berths! You'll 
keep football logs for each team, along 
with won-lost standings and scoring 
Statistics! 


You'll be AMAZED at the realism! DE— 
LIGHTED at how well we've captured 
the essence of each team! Just playing 
this game will give you a “feel” for the of- 
fensive and defensive merits of all the 
teams. 


City 


State Zip 
Satisfaction or your money back! 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


PUNTING 
RECORDS 


Most—105, John James, Atlanta tf977) 
Best Avg,—51. 4, Sammy Baugh, Washington eM) 
Longest—94 yds., Wilbur Henry, Canton (1923) 


No, Yds. Long Avg. Blk 
3474 66 4 


Blanchard, N.O. . 42.4 2 
James, Atl. ..... 61 41.4 0 
Parsons, Chi. 58 40.4 2 
Green, T.B. 70 40.3 1 
Jennings, N.Y.G 100 3993 58 39.9 0 
Beverly, G,B. 86 3391 59 39.9 1 
Clabo, Minn. 93 3302 69 39.8 O 
White, Dall. 81 3171 57 39.6 1 
Bragg, Wash, 91 3502 56 385 O 
Jones, Phil. . 95 3463 68 37.2 2 
Summers, Det. 94 3420 51 36.8 1 
Carrell, N.Y.J.-St.L, 63 2314 56 36.7 0 
Wittum, S.F. ... 80 2801 54 36.4 3 
Walker, LA. ... 73 2568 S6 35.2 0 
(Non-Quallfiers) 
Joyce, St... 851 58 387 1 
Hoopes, Det. 235 48 39.2 1 


PUNT RETURNS 


(5 or more) 

RECORDS 

Most—57, Eddie Brown, Washington (1977) 

Most Yds. 646, Eddie Brown, Washington 5) 

Longest—98 yards, Gil = Febvre, Cin a 
Charley West, Minn. (1 a8) 
Dennis Morgan, Dallas (1974) 


No. FC. Yds. cba Lng. Tds. 

Marshall, Phil. ........ 46 489 10.6 0 
Hammond, NW-G.~2-3 32 (8B 334 «“LOM) "68 
Payton, E,,Clev.-Det. 30 0 290 9.7 B7t 1 
Schubert, Dhi. . 31 9 291 94 70t 1 
Harrell, G.B 28 10 253 9.0 75t 1 
Reece, T 31 2 274 88 36 O 
Johnson, Dall 50 15 423 85 38 O 
Brown, Wash 57 8 452 7.9 43 O 
Metcalf, St.L 14 0 108 war 92a 0 

auti, N 37 10 281 7.6 33 O 
Waddy, L.A. sod. pS 219 7.1 #48 «#20 
Bryant, L.A. neds oh 41 Tall 726? 0 
Leonard, S.F. mee, aes 70 19 #O 
Lawrence, Atl. rede 10) S52 69 37 O 
Moore, Minn, wal 2277 5.9 28 O 
Hagins, T.B. 1 85 50 29 O 


Mend Qualifiers) 


Tilley, 4 ill BS 20, 0 
Blac 1 38 2.9% alt 0: 
Bradle ay, 7.0 #4 O 
Grim, 4 69 63 44 0 
Jauron, Det 8 41 34 12) 0 
Hill, Dall. 1 124 124 29 O 
Gray, G.B. 3 «268 68 24 O 
Robinson, Ley . G. S [87 IZA 50? 6 
Ryckman, A’ 2 40 SF 20) 'O 
Walterse 1 59 98 18 O 
Livers, Chi, .. a6. 4) 46 72, 2k 
Stienke, N.Y. Ga 5 0 30 60 13 O 

KICKOFF RETURNS 

(5 or more—less If TD) 

RECORDS 
Most—47, Larry Jones, Washington (1975 
Most Yds.—1314, Dave Hampton, Green Bay (1971) 
Most TD's—4, Travis Williams, Green Bay (1967) 


4, Cecil Turner, Chicago (1970) 
Longest—106 yds., (TD), Al Carmichael, G.B. (1956) 


No, Yds. Avg. Lng. Tds. 

Chapman, NO, pails 23 619 26.9 99t 1 
Chapman, 15 385 25.7 92t 1 
Brown, Wash, .... 34 852 25.1 46 0 
Payton, Fa; ‘Chev: Det. 22 548 24.9 98t 1 
Johnson, Dall. a... 22 536 244 64 O 
Baschnagel, Chi. 23 557 24.2 84t 1 
Hofer, S 36 871 24.2 48 O 
Metcalf, StL. 32 772 24.1 51 O 
Brinson, Dall 17 409 241 41 O 
Kane, Det. 16 376 23.5 33 0 
Hagins, T.B. 21 493 23.55 41 O 
Marshall, Phil. 20 455 22.8 44 O 
Mautl, N.O. .. 27 609 226 38 O 
Hammond, N.Y.G. 19 419 22.1 31 O 
Moore, Minn. 24 524 21.8 48 O 
Tyler, La, 24 523 21.8 37 +O 
Odom, G.B. 23 468 203 37 O 
Farmer, Ati. 21 419 20.0 30 O 
Davis, T.B. 15 277 185 28 O 

(Non-Qualifiers) 

Evans, Chl, ... 13 253 19/5 30 O 
Bell, N.Y.G 12 235 19:6 35 0 
Willis, N.O. 8 148 185 27 O 
Moriarty, Atl 8 136 17.0 22 0 
Jones, StL 8 132 165 25 0 
Reece, N.Y,G 7 159 22.7 32 oO 
White, Minn 7 113 #161 36 O 
Best, Chi. 6 127 21.2 29 O 
Bolton, Det. 6 86 143 26 O 
Wagner, 6.B 6 62 103 20 O 
Jodat, L.A, 5 129 25.8 38 O 
Musso, Chi 5 100 20.0 33 0 
Thompson, Det. 5 84 168 24 O 
Culbreath, G.B 5 82 164 30 O 
Boykin, N 5 76 15.2 24 O 
Rich, Det 5 73 146 19 O 
Miller, Minn. 5 66 13.2 20 0O 
Middleton, G.B. 4 141 35.3 85t 1 
Williams, S.F, ....+ 4 122 30.5 80t 1 


AFC 


RECORDS 
Too skinny to have fun... 
SCORING | SHAPE A NEW YOU 


RECORDS “8 ve 
Points—155, Gino Cappelletti, Boston (1964) ‘, 

TD's—23, 0. J. Simpson, Buffalo (1975) 
FG’s—34, Jim Turner, N.Y. Jets (1968) 
XP—64, George Blanda, Houston Sey 


>< 
sd 
= 
Q 
NO 
o> 
wv 
= 
o 


Mann, Oak. .... 39 Be, ance to really be me. Imagine. To be noticed. To 
Linhart, Balt. 32 17 26 83 i ; 5 { compete where | never though! | could. To really feel 
a ae of 7 a af be : good about myself. Thank you Wate-On, You changed 
Moore, Mia, .. 12 0 0 0 78 We my life. | was really skinny because | just didn't eat 
Smith, N.E. . 33 15 21 78 4 right, jt was really a'drag, Wate-On’s extra calories 
Ht eb aa oe 3 oe ze ‘ ; helped me fill-out shape my whole body 
Yepremian, Mia, 37 10 22 67 } : ; Wate-On has vitamins, iron and mine plus 
ars, Aaa 1 4 Wa aM bs | } fnuirients Known tor Strength and energy 
any, Neveds / ’ 4 Wate-On works. Shape a new you. Ask 
Penatee sak 1 * “i Hh ‘ee your druggist for Wate-On Super and Regular 
Leypoldt, Sea, 33 18 60 ’ Strength in liquid, tablets and new energizer 
Fritsch, Hou. 19 12 16 55 , , ' bats Send for your FREE Guide to Successtul 
eee Niu. a 4 Be \ Weight Gaining. Write: Wate-On* , Dept, W0-65, 600 


McCauley, Balt. 48 : : Hunter Drive, Oak Brook, Illinois 60521 


Sims, Sea. .... 48 

Johnson, Hou. 42 

Mitchell, Balt, .. 42 

Stallworth, Pitt. 42 

Swann, Pitt. ...... 42 

van Eeghen, Oak. 42 

Barkum, N.Y.J. .. 36 

Branch, Oak, 36 

Casper, Oak. .. 36 

Coleman, Hou, ae F slesleshenloetetetahenlandedantalarartaraanleanadkedenanteaen 
pau en 36 YES! Please send my FREE Guide to 
Stingley, NE 36 Successful Weight Gaining today. 
Long, Buff. .... 1 11 34 


+ NAME 
Biletnikoff, Oak. 


Cunningham, N.E. ADDRESS 


ra. 3 

, D., Mia. 
Malons, Mia. 30 CITY STATE ZIP 
Miller, Clev. 30 Dept.WO-65 , 600 elisiak Drive Oak Brook, IL 60521 
Parris, Clev. 30 
Podolak, K.C. 30 


Testerman, Sea. 

hite, K.C, ... 
Armstrong, Den, 
Bleler, Pitt. 
Brooks, Cin, rf 
Bulalch, Mia. 


24 ALSO ON SALE AT ALL HIGHSPOT NEWSSTANDS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY 


PPORFOPMOOSMUOCUSOUSGH SOUSCSONSOWSUMOOCSCOOSCOHSSCSCONSSCCOaT 
COPOOMFOOHOUOHUSOUNDHAAMONNSWUNBODOSOSOSOSSHONSSSONE 
ScOoOooOoOoOCoOOSCCSoOSCSCOOHNOCSCOCOSOSCOOS OOOO SCOmONLSOoOw 


cococooooococooooOoOMmooCoCoOCoOoCOoCoCoCooscS 
ecocococoocococooocooSorocooSoSooSeeoscoosoo 
wo 
o 
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Calhoun, N.E. 
NEVADA i OFFICIAL NEVADA 
FOOTBALL nA 1 = BASKETBALL 
OAKLAND kickers, RAY GUY, left, SCHEDULE saroneas, eer. te | (Pm SCHEDULE 
and ERROL MANN, led the AFL in iow ony $4.c0° in NOW ONLY $6.00" 
punting and scoring last season. MINIMUM ORDER 98.00 ta MINIMUM ORDER $1200 


ENTIRE SEASON'S FOOTBALL and 
BASKETBALL SCHEDULES AVAILABLE 
RIGHT NOW !!! WHY WAIT 7??? 


END THE WEEKLY WAIT FOR YOUR 

4). NUMBERED SCHEDULE. A COMPLETE 
oda SEASON'S NUMBERED SCHEDULE WILL 
oy BE MAILED IMMEDIATELY AFTER WE 
~{ RECEIVE YOUR ORDER. 
Our Prices, 
cae oa Besides Beating All 
- Competition, 


FOOTBALL | AreLess | BASKETBALL ] 


Yes, the entire College and Pro Feetball numbered schedule, Than Yes, the entire CoBege and Pro-Basketball numbered | 
official times, all time rones, home teams, etc. for the entire schedule, official times, home teams, etc. - ~ entire | 
malta, right now—$4.00 pays for ENTIRE the Cost To repealed ms trebles weer —17 weeks | 
15 weeks (Even lower to quantity subscribers.) (Even q ly subscribers). You'd pay our com- 
are cmrarrersemmmet |e Ore | ete mer Coma an a ae 
s same sc — check our compel you - 
see that SPORTS EYE in offering you the greatest bargain in | Photostat | sports ev€ is offering you the Fretet bargain in sera 


sports! And remember when you order SPORTS EVE, you Print And remember when you order SPORTS EYE you get | 
the entire schedsle all at once—no point waiting for or Prin the entire schedule at once—no point waiting for schedules 
schedules week after week to come in the mail—and ou | Your Own week after week to come im the mail. Accurate times—ail 

times are accurate. time rones—double checked for ullimate accuracy. 


Schedules - 


*MiINIMUM MAIL ORDER, 2 ISSUES “MINIMUM MAIL ORDER, 2 ISSUES 
gpa eas Sore ee ems eet ee noe es ee Se OY eo et 


343 GREAT NECK RD., GREAT NECK, N.Y, 11021 516 - 487-8300 


“FOOTBALL BASKETBALL COMBINATION 
Cost Cost (Football & Basketball) 


Pinets sand ma the sehaguies as specitien SSP 


i 
i i 
Bo Bulk Rate O First Class per per Yu ff 
EL fxwes Amt, Copy tssues Amt. Copy Iswes Amt, Save i 
Sere O2 $8.00 ($4,00)} 02 $1200 ($6.00)}2 $18.00 ($2.00) 
I GS $iz00 ($240) 05 $70.00 (s4001105 szeo0 ($400) ff 
| noses 10 $23.00 ($2.30)] 10 $37.50 ($3.75) | 10 $55.00 ($5.50) | 
0 25 $50.00 ($2.00)) C1 25 $87.50 ($3.50) | 25 $130.00 ($7.50) 
i CC — (50 $90.00 ($1.80)} (50 $162.50 ($3.25) | (1) 50 $210.00 ($42.50) i 
| © 100$150.00 ($1.50) | [) 100$300.00 ($3.00) | [ 100$375.00 ($75.00) | 
| ———— ee (2 200$280.00 ($1.40) | © 200$570.00 ($2.85) | [ 200 $695.00 ($155.00) i 
Cl ea re ya Mamer Coarpe am Clover 200 _ ($1.30) } Cover 200 _($2.75) | C) over 200 Cost- $3.25 ea. 
—— = a *Football Schedules mailed last week in July. Bulk Rate Mall (Bulk rate I 
Usually takes 10 to 20 days for Delivery). Schedules mailed within 48 i 
hours upon receipt of order. For First Class Mail, add 25cents for each 


pA gee eet eam or ety 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


SUPER FAN CAPS 


- Td, Td. Tot. 
= 1977-78 R. P. XP FG FGAPts. 
| Sr eee a 
f : ; joughty, Balt, .. 
Be. TOPPS Francis, N.E. 0 4 0 0 O 2 
q ~ Gaines, N.Y.J. Sara (ae pees 
mes oni OS er ar 
i! jasselbeck, 4 
fe ea SPORTS CARDS ie DIFFE ; Johnson, Cin 4 0 0 0 0 24 
1 / 
1978 Football: Complete set (528) .... 4 RENT! wea Maan ke Beth et ee as 
1978 Baseball: Complete set (726) .... It’s just been licensed by the Morton, Den 4 0 0 0 0 24 
National Football League. The panes, bent 3 i 0 0 0 34 
team name and emblem is em Poole, Clev. shi PD 8h OO pee 
broidered on the front panel in Prultt, Clev. .. 3 1 0 0 O 24 
beautiful team colors, ven pent 3 8 : ° -F3 
Everyone wants a Super Fan Cap! Clayborn, N.E. 3 0 0 0 o-*20 
OTHER BASEBALL CARD SETS Be first in the stands to wear onel Dempsey, Hou, o 0 8 4 6& 20 
1977 TOppS (660) .ssccssrsseiseereews Adjustable Sizes: Bailey, K.C. .. 2) 4 0,0! 038 
1976 Topps with Traded (704) justable Sizes 50 Bradshaw, Pitt. 3 0 0 0 O 18 
OTHER FOOTBALL CA M(6% to 7), L Chester, Balt, 0 3 0 0 Oo 18 
. CARD SETS Davis, G., Mi 24 0 0 
1976 Wonder Bread (24) Harris, Gray, @tC. nu 4,00 (7-1/8 to 7-3/4) each Domi: ben.” eco ig hatie 
1876 Grane Discs (30) Payton (Staubach) etc. $ 5.00 ... just one of the many Garrett Oak. ML) ETC OLE 
1970 Kellog ie 20 Go niente ae vn oh fascinating items in the NEW Hardeman, Hou DEL! O\'o 10' 138 
SPECIAL: ‘All Four. sets above only 13,00 SUPER FAN CATALOG gaat 3 ¢ 0 0 0 18 
1976 Topps Football (328) ‘e 12.00 BASEBALL! HOCKEY! Mclnally, Cin, 0 3 0 0 0 18 
1974 Topps Football (528) "” "$12.00 FOOTBALL! BASKETBALL! Da cEat ye. 5a Splenda 
MISCELLANEOUS BASEBALL CARDS Send just 25¢ Walker, N.Y.J, 0 3 0 0 O 18 
1953-78 Topps (26 cards—1 from each year) ....$ 4.50 ITS FREE WITH CAP ORDER Wilson, Hou. 3) Oo 0. G 0 48 
1956-58 Topps (30 cards—10 each year) cc 8.00 Anderson, Cin. 220) SOF Oe 2 
1959-61 Topps (30 cards—10 each year) . 5.00 College Alumni... Braxton, Buff... Pit) Oro poe 
ames Topps (30 cards—10 gach year) . 4,25 We have these caps for every col- Brockington, K.C. Je PL) DOO a2 
el Topps foe calee each year, 3,50 lege in school colors with emblem Cunningham, Pitt. De 2. OO 10-82 
1955 Brveann iment 3.09 and mascot names. i Curtis, Cin. .... OZ 0 0 0542 
owman (6 different) $ 3.00 : Davis, T., Cin 290) eDiGi0,5 0 akZ 
MISCELLANEOUS FOOTBALL CARDS =| |] Enclosed’ SS ee eas Dean, S.0. . 2° D100 0) 0/112 
1978 Topps: 1000 unsorted cards 00 A Encioeed he aeaaig Dorsey, S.D One ON Ome 
1971-78 Topps (200 cards—25 each year) . . ; Postage. send me __Caps Fergerson, D., Oi 2? 0) oe 012 
NON-SPORT CARD SETS Size —_ Team ______ Ferguson, J. 2909 0 0 8 
1977 Star Wars (198 cards & 33 Stickers) ........ $10.00 | { | Enclosed is 25¢ Send my | Fuller SD. 2 oo o “Ots2 
ttl tots (ee Star Wars (16) 3.00 | Super Fan Catalog (coin or stamps) | Grant, Buff. ie 2: Dione 12 
a ae 4, | Name j Gray, K.C. 2° +00 0) 00 12 
PRICE LIST: Send $1.00 for latest extensive listing | | Harris, J., $.D 25 Oe! DN Aaa? 
—many superstars available. Free with $5,00 order. | Address { Jones, Balt. .. 21° O 20!) Oe 70 42 
EXTRA FEATURES: Fast service, all prices postpaid ‘ Lytle, Den. Dd) 017.0" Bae 
pani ataction guaranteed, Topps sets Shipped insured EY 5 | paki ua, “a 5 0 0 0 0 iB 
ES "NO FOREIGN ORDERS PLEASE!’ [Piste F eR || Piccone, Buf. 1G 24 SOG NO 12 
| CASEY'S. 210 Kirkwood Rd. | Reed, K.C 200 0 0 12 
PAUL E. MARCHANT, Dept. SS-8 | St. Louis, Mo 63122 | Roan, Ciev, 9 2 9 9 o Hf 
RR 4, Charleston, Iilinols 61920 | Enclose Cash, Check, Stamps or M.O. | stray Of 2s ng" 10! Pe? 
Le ee ee ee SS ee Siani, Oak. 0 2 0 0 oO 12 
Solomon, Mi eye Ga hie ese 
Thornton, Pitt. 2) (0,50) OF Dez 
Tillman, Mia. O42) 0), 0% 1042 
Todd, NIYJ. .. 2 0 0 0 O 12 
MATCH WITS WITH Warfield, Clev. 0 2 0 0 0 2 
White, N.Y.J, sss tt! iol Oey Ree 
T Willlams, 6.; S.D 20 0 0 0 12 
HE ODDSMAKERS Williams, R., Cin. 2° 00 0) Or OI 
Woods, §.D.\ ss... Ti PY 10) oO O32 
It is not hard to find the point spread Riese oe Son. 1 0 3 5 5 % 
on football games. They are found in Barbaro, K.C, 1 00 (0) 40)/0' 48 
newspapers, magazines and on radio Saher, Hou a tte ee te : 
and television. Any oddsmaker will be Beamon, Se % Teno: Cen '6 
more than helpful giving you the point Bingham, Hou, 1 0 9 4 9 S 
spread on a football game. But nobody oon 5" ey 5 t 6 0 0 0 6 
has ever explained exactly how point Bujnoch, Cin. 100 00 6 
spreads are predicted ORAS co Nar at ica 
After years of research, the prob- Carr, Balt te ei aT Pe 9 6 
em of how to pick point spreads Caster, N.Y.J, } 
has finally been solved. The key is gi RC. 1, tatenoe doen 4 
simplicity; knowing exactly what to WORLD CHAMPIONS, a 64-page book Corbett, Sin, 9 i 4 . Q . 
look for. You don't have to be a pro- || featuring 16 pages In full color, covers high- Barden’ Clev, 100006 
fessional gambler to pick point spreads. lights of the Oakland Raider season that Dierking, N.Y.J 9 1 9 0 o 6 
Picking point spreads is not only fun, || culminated in the decisive Super Bow! XI Pitt cine 010006 
it can be rewarding, — victory at Pasadena. WORLD CHAMPIONS Grogan, N.E, 19 9 0 9 & 
Gain new insight into the world of || offers an affectionate look at Raider traditions: re ot ag) Ge Gene 
Spratt ioe prac eth fbies ae it takes a deep but human glance at the sys- Harper, N.YJ. ne ee 0 6 
1°) a etween school, colle Howard, Sea, ee ads | 
aia Seatapibciet football ma differ, peesir ee ncieny Beets ett AEE Hunter, Sea, NT 
but using this astonishinal yc le Oakland to the top of the NFL. Already Irons, Clev. .. 1 0 9 9 9 § 
_ gy Simp'e || acollector’s tem, WORLD CHAMPIONS is a | eee ey ie Hf ees aaraaee 


method, you will consistently predict 
an accurate score. NOT A COSTLY 
PREDICTION SERVICE. “BEAT THE 
ODDS” can be enjoyed for many years 
to come. 


START EARLY! Send $6.95 today to: 
Cameron and Savells 


“BEAT THE ODDS”’ 


document every football fan must have and 
will cherish for years. 


See Special Gift Offer 
On Page 11 


Send $3 per copy, plus 50¢ for postage and 
handling. California residents add sales tax. 
Mail to SQUAREBOOKS, P.O. Box 144, 
Mill Valley, California 94941. 


875 West Gate Lane #85 Name Who Beat the Vegas 

Bossier City, LA 71112 Address 3 0/ q . > 
If you are not completely satisfied, return OSS SSS Spread 7 ie of the Time 
your book within 15 days and your money s/s 


See Page 11 


will be promptly refunded. Sorry, no COD’s. 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


x Ps “BEAT THE SPREAD 
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= 
0 
= 
u 


Jones, Dex Buff 
Jones, L. , 5.D, 
Keyworth, ae) 
Klein, S.D. 
Lane, K.C. 

Lee, K.C, . 
Lewis, Pitt, 
Livingston, K.. Ss 
Logan, Clev, 

Luck, Clev. 

McCreary, MI 
McCullum, Sea. 


Robiskie, 0 
Scott, Clev. 


OM RR HOR HR RR eH HH OO COOH ORR Orr HAa 
SOCCOK COD OOOO OOOOH HEH HORKOCOK COON, 
Nl—t—t—t—P ffl 1-1-1 1-1-1 1-1-1 1-1 1-1-1 1-1-1 1-1 
ecooccescoCoSCOSC COO OSCODSESSOSCSSSR 
ve 
WwoDocDCDDODOCD OD COCO OOCODODOOOODe? 


Butler, Hou. ... 
* Includes Safety 


NAMDAMMAMAMAMOMOADHDHDOAMHHADHHADAOHDMINH HOM 


IN FOOTBALL” 


First time available to the 
public this new book will 
show you how to beat the 
spread consistently at a 60 
to 70% clip! Statistically 


proven over a seven year 
period. 10 day money back 
guarantee if not completely 
satisfied. 


Send $32.00 money order or 
check to: 


OFFICIAL NFL 


SHORT SLEEVE 
KNIT SHIRT 


/ 
Official NFL Men's and Boy's 4 button short sleeve 
shirt in 50% polyester, 50% cotton |.a Coste knit 
with the Official NFL helmet design emblazoned right 
on the front. Comfortable and attractive in white, 
available in the following teams: Dallas, Washing- 
ton, L.A., Baltimore, Miami, Houston, Pittsbur 
Cincinnati, Green Bay, Minnesota, Oakland and lew 
England. Sizes S, M, Land XL in boy's and men's. 


Ernie Kaufman 
P.O. Box 534, Dept. S 
Redondo Beach, Calif. 90277 


RUSHING 
(10 or more yards—Less if TD) 
RECORDS 


Most—332, 0.J, Simpson, Buffalo (1973) 
Most TD's—16, 0.J, Simpson, Buffalo (1975) 
Most Yds. —2003, 0.J, Simpson, Buffalo (1973) 
, Pete Banaszak, pabiand (1975) 
Att. oy de Lng. Tds. 


van Eeghen, Oak. ....... 324 Mie 7 Price includes all tax, handling, cify team and size when ordering. Only $9.98 + 
Harris, F., Pitt. sevens oh 7o oa ei a and postage. She shipping charges for boys and $10.98 + 63¢ 
Pruitt Cleve. 336 1088 8 pet Allow 10 days for delivery. shipping charges for adult. Full money back guaran- 
Cunningham, N.E. 270 1015 3.8 31t 4 f not 100% delighted. Send cash, check or 
Smith, Sear ies 763 47 30 oval che Corp., Dept. 809 

h, Sea, . joyal Adve sing ¢ rp., Dep 
Miller, Cle 163 756 46 38 4 YOUR WISEST 
Calhoun, N.E. 198 727 3.7 25 4 ES Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563 
Coleman, Hou. 185 660 36 22 5 INVESTMENT OF THE (N.Y. State residents add state & local sales tax) 
Gigi 
alone, a. x 
Gaines, N.Y.J. 158 595 3.8 19 3 SEASON! 
Johnson, Cin. . 153 585 3.8 65 4 
simpson, Buff. 126 557 44 39 0 
Podolak, K.C. 133 550 41 41 5 
Griffin, Gin. 137 549 40 31 0 
Young, 8 Rs 157 543 35 15 4 
Ot ee a a a 
Reed, K.C._..... . i 
Hooks, me . 128 497 3.9 66 0 INSTRUCTIONAL 
Armstrong, D 130 489 3.8 35 4 
Bleier, Pitt, 135 465 3.4 16 4 
Testerman, $ 119 459 3.9 20 1 
Perrin, Den. 110 456 4.1 62 3 
Butaichy Mla.” gi 41g 46 28 4 ow to Pic 
ulaic a . 4 
Lytle Den. 104 408 3.9 21 1 [os H t P k 
Woods, $,0. 118 405 34 aot OFFENSE DEFENSE “oe 
raxton, Bu 

Hines A Football Predict 

pims sae ee at 3 1978 RESIDENT PROS: Upshaw, ootda reqicuon 
Wilson Hou. 3 a8 23 16 3 Franco Moti on pribestieatrg ervice 

Dar ar : Tall” Jones, S. ite, Nate Wright, 
rel Ree ge eer Ray Chester, Lydell Mitchell, Mc- 
Ferguson, Buff, 41 279 68 41 2 Cutcheon, Jackson, Jack Young- 
arate cin. EL hcat Le blood, pave len parebers. Ham, Send in this coupon now and 
Leaks, Balt 59 237 4.0 39 3 Biletnikoff, cks, en nderson, 7 ¥ ¥ " 
McCauley, Bai 83 234 28 16 6 “Mean Joe” Greene and more. receive an exclusive, confidential 
ark, Cin. oak le “ 
Washington, §.0. 62 217 35 19 O COACHES: 40 College Coaches report, “How to Pick a Football 
Ne emenieay He aR ee Daily, Pro Coaches, H.S. Pre-H.S Prediction Service.” It's abso- 
Rattingham, Mia, Po tr et 4 ; Boys. 8-18, Individual instruction. in lutely free. but the supply is 
Pruitt, Glev. 47 295 44 21 I all phases of football. Includes utely ' pply 
larper, \ imi i 
Matthews, $1. 43 183 a3 2 6 CONTACT !! limited. So send this coupon 
rockington 2 j 
Hunter, Sea. c.csscesssssee 32 179 5.6 20 1 canbe ite today. 
Garett ook ww «88 oe 33 is Connecticut and ear ar a = 
jarrett, Oak, . i 
Bradshaw, Pitt. S117 i502. 3 S oO 
Long, N.Y. 56 170 3.0 12 O Ree and pecial ffer 
Hardeman, Hou, 42 162 3.9 18 2 outhern 


Save $160 On The 
Hottest Prediction Service 
Going!! Page 11 


Our Fantastic Services 
Can Win For You! 
See Page 11 


California. 


Brochure: 
Mike Meshkin, 
P.O. Box 317, 
Dept. S & M, 
Trumbull, Ct. 
06611 


Drew Pearson 
Dallas Cowboys 


Call Collect: (203) 372-8556 


Box 2043 
Detroit, Mich. casa) 


Lj Please send me your free 
Prediction Service Booklet. 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 


156 


“GIANT FOOTBALL CARD 
AND PUBLICATION SALE” 


ite oa alae EN | 


Topps 1978 28) $10.00 
« 3. 
Topps nee ms 
oops 1974, 1973 (828) i500e3.||/ SOUVENIRS & BOOKS *& PHOTOS & PENNANTS 
Torps 1971, 1972 Canada (132) 10.00 ea in poyee ere E o | cowbays: CI O Jets 0) Packers 5 ri oo 
Teppe 1909 te ie  Bbo 1875 F) Cowooss ti ets Coe blants 200.0200 4.00 ea, 
Topps 1968 (219) 1957 (132) - ; 30,00 ea, 1975 [| Cowboys [) Jets C) Packers 4,00 oa. 
Topps isse it Ge 1955 (00) se oN ea, ters 0 Eowboys i] iets D Packers ere ue 
5 Bs (toy = -* 50.00 2 0) Cow ove ts (Packers... 5.00 na. 
Fleer 191 45.00 isi Jets fal Pac ee Chiefs Gia 5.00 ea. 
jot ie a }) 1975 0} Hal oF Fane aoe 178 5 Pach eee tive Glants .. <e ae oa. 
‘ f acl mt * oa. 
pene 1970 8 8 sdetibhs ssw » 8.00 1969 1 Glants 5 Carcizals 1970 Bi Chiefs’. :$10.00 ea. 
iiadelphia Gum 1: 45,00 ta. Pro Satin Foo ball Warm Up Jack 
9t Ip. 
W Card 196} College a's ‘ta 7 35.00 5 Children Si s $30.00 ea. 
++ 10) 5 Adult Size LO x 5.00 ea, 
TC Bengals {18} 2) 10.00 6a, ) NFL Bobbing Head ool Ole & Style ony) 5,00 ea. 
EDEN Stoners 196: eo - nae © Official Football Scorabook for Football Season 2.50 ea. 
Nee Jem de Ss th Pe Bafa Cl All Pro Teams Bumper Stickers (Football, iaBaaet 3 1.00 aa, 
Oeke teya (7 ey = 1p ey Gi All Pro Teams 12°x30" Color Pennants (Football, Baseba 2,00 ea, 
ee LE ee ba) hs All Pro Teams 5x7” Color Pennants (Football, baseball wt.) $75 a8 
md i Ape SD seins 9) Foobtall Pennant Pack 4°xa" AFC, Ci or NEC) » “§ 5.00 set 
HI-C- 1970 Posters (10) 5.00 5 #00 es, 
Topps 1870 (28) Tet (18) Pinips > 5.06 ea. Sz ti 
3,00 en. 
Colt vo usted, 1947, 4B 0... ees , 15,00 ea, Bike YY 5.00 ea 
in SepOpenlls 1860) 90. = 13.00 a8. Set of 28 Miniature Replica NFL Heim 10.00 ea, 
nim i fern 10, Ws 32/1/43 10.60 Ba a Bra Football 344" Calsr Team Emblem Button {all'Pro Teams) § 1.00 #2. 
 SeseMisas +6) - 4.00 ea, De witons ‘ 
Pin tere le Rooea, || [ Photo Player Guttons—Most Pro Players Available "4 2.00 ea. 
Ilustrated FB Annual; 193) to 1999)... * 20/00 ea. Pro Football Gig 6“x11" peer Folt Leet (easebail - +3 2.50 ea. 
2238 to 1949 $15.60 ea, 1950 to 1953 ** Yoi00 ea. C} Set of 10 Old Timer 8x10" Photos—Starr etc. ...... 0... 5.00 set 
orts FB: 7" "x00 ea Oo he a8 #0 Fart Star 8x10" Player Photos Namath etc, .3 5.00 set 
ce spans te | 300 ea. and AFL Combinod reals Seber seh elt Item ..$ 5.00 ea, 
ae Review 5.00 ea, }]| (©) 1978 Baseball Yearboons—Alt teams ~~... -- 1 -sesa snus | Le 
rst A 168 a4 S00 es. 
0 "6G $4.00 €8., "70 "Tho. .e ese eeeee . A )- “ 
Street & Smith's FB Yearbook: 1940 ta 144 | 25,00 a. Rg Bliatnikott TO ® Banaszax 
1g48 "48 h $20.00 en, "ssi i *s ~~ 12.00 oa. . Csonka . "Curtls 
56 to '59 $8.00 ea,, '60 to ‘6 1, 6,00 08. Lockhart 
‘88 to "69 $5.00 a, '70 to a 2. $100 ea. K Stabler 
PROGRAMS: . Batt 
bat) ied ay S66, 3a, =! Taio ex: 
a. 86 soo ea. |] | (1B. Hayes () G. Sayers (J. Grabowskl ..7.......--.. 
Notre Dame vs. an 1968, Miami, 1387 5.00 ea. COVER DooKs 7 ‘0 OWN 
tm ee 1 a noite carsiina 1948 ‘ cet 4 he a Golden dn ye ot Pro ai pest) ith aches, ‘50's a a. 
7, a at wr Wi cher’ weer 
; ane * “How ‘o a atch Football on TV’ Chris Sehi 
+ 20,00 ea, Othe shaxte'e< 
~ 15.00 ea, “inside pe Pressure Cooke! 
+ 12.00 ea, “The Pro Fi nana lg at qi Yo Want To 
- $0.00 Pro Foot es 290 Color Action Photos . 
‘the Vi 1 Seri er ee 
» 8,00 ea, ‘Rom 
. &00ea. 
» 400 es. 
if + 4,00 ea, 
1969, 75, 3.00 en, 
Heal ef Fame: eet 7b mL , 5.002, 
Grid iron Call yearbook: 1972". 3.00 
aaa epee goed sdabhee = 3.00 a. 


Press 
Cars; 1967, ig to "72 Bills: 197: 
0 '74 Colts: ans 


gh Lite Sie : 
CHAMPIONSHIP RECORDS. -53, 23, EACH OR 2 FOR $18.00 00 


I: 4 ts Dolphins: '70, ‘71 " 

"67 io "7. 30,76, tions: ‘82 to,21 i me rope Jets 1868 ae season 1) "Mall tothe c Cnet 138 1969 te fol 
ie ‘69 bs a Steel 2 WEL: 1975 Crusade 370 ors Dallas he uperstars’ of 1971 mic 
A re way WEA te 43 to AB... ova D Bebpine in fare" C) "The Redskins’ Excitement of the '72- ify Tateert 


f th Undutented Dolphins C) “Whateve: 
SHecert. Ten 8 by Crowning Glory” Foe the Oakland Valders 1976 


cee 


1.00 for pastas 


STAN MARTUCCI Dept. sasFB broke Rb portage fi Ft oN EN a 
44 Dewhurts Street SPORTS PAST & PRESENT pep. ssrze 


Staten Island, N.Y. 10314 


CONSENSUS 
SELECTIONS 


“College & Pro Football 
and Basketball” 


P.O. Box 276, Westwood, New Jersey 07675 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
MAGNETIC TEAM STANDINGS BOA 


OFFICIAL, 


NFL Standings Board 
with 3-D 
Team Magnets Saar 


Keep your own standings. day by day on. this 
metalized standings board that contains an easel 
back to stand on/or can be ung as wall decor. With 
all 28 NFL team magnets officially reproduced in 3-D 
with helmet design and official team colors, these 
2-square-inch magnets make an outstanding con- 
trast on the big 11’x14” red. white and blue board 
Simply by moving the magnets around, you can 
keep the league standings up to date each week 
Each board is complete with all 28 individual team 
magnets. Only $11.98 + 75¢ shi ph charges, Full 
money back guarantee if not 100% delighted, Also 
available in official MLB with 26 team magnets at 
$8.95 — 75¢ official NBA with 22 team magnets at 
$7.95 + 75¢ official NHL with 18 team magnets at 
$6.95 - 75¢. Specify sport desired, Send cash, 
check or money order with name and address to 


ROYAL ADVERTISING CORP, 
Dept. 808 Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563 
(N ¥ State residents add state and Jocal sales tax) 


We release only the selections 
agreed upon by the leading 
telephone services in the 
country that we subscribe to. 
To insure a higher winning 
percentage, make sure you 
call us first for service— 


615-834-1776 or 331-2514 


Reasonable Rates. 


J. 


NASHVILLE 
SPORTS SERVICE 


P.O. Box 110726 
Nashville, Tennessee 37211 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


Att. Yds. Avg. Lng. Tds 

Forte, N.E. 62° 257) 25. 4G 2 
White, N.YJ 50 4512 3:0 27 I 
Jones, Balt. 28 #146 «45.2 22 2 
Jensen, Den 40 143 3.6 12 1 
Zorn, Sea. . 25 141 «5.6 15 1 
Anderson, C 26 128 #49 I7t 2 
Morton, Den. 31 125 40 15 4 
Poole, Cley. . 38 4118 3.1 12t 1 
Collier, Buff, 31)" iG ~3:7) 15 0 
Thornton, Pitt. 27. «103: «3.8 18 2 
Jolinson, Hou, 6 102 17.0 6it 1 
Robiskie, Oak, 22 100 4.5 10 1 
Moore, Mia. - 14 89 64 24 1 
Davis., T., Cin, 27 81 3.0 13 2 
Lane, K.C. . 25 79 32 9 “i 
Livingston, KC. 19 78 4.21 413 1 
Rae, Oak. ..... 13 7a 5B. VE 1 
McKnight, K.C ll 74 #67 19 0 
Barnes, S.D. . 24 70 29 7 0 
Weese, Den. . 11 56 5.1 21 1 
Maxson, Pitt. 18 BG D8 0 
Smith, Pitt. . 14 55 3.9 16 0 
Burks, K.C. ... 1 51 61.0 51 0 
Benjamin, Sea. 13 46 3.7 10 0 
Stallworth, Pitt. St” 78 28 0 
Todd, NY... 24 46 1.9 13 2 
Robinson, N.YJ 5 45 9.0 19 0 
Rodgers, S.D. 3 44 14.7 33 0 
Solomon, Mia. 6 AS!) 2 wld 0 
Newton, N.Y.J. 8 39 49 8 0 
Pastorini, Hou 18 39 2.2 15 2 
Brown, Buff, 8 3443 #9 0 
Stingley, N.E. 3 33° «11.0 34t 1 
Williams, K.C. 2 30 15.0 17 1 
Olander, S.0, . 7 30 4.3 17 0 
Griese, Mia. . 16 SH 8 Ia 0 
Phillips, N.E. 5 ot S433 1 
Keller, N.Y.J. 1 25 25.0 25 0 
Walker, N.Y.J, 3 25° 33 1) 0 
Penrose, Den. 4 24 60 17 0 
Domres, N.Y.J. 4 23 «45.8 il 0 
Adams, K.C. . 5 21 42 8 0 
Casanova, Cin I 20 20.0 20 0 
Voight, Hou. 7 20 2.9 6 0 
pee church, Den I 19 19.0 19t 1 
Diggs, 1 16 16.0 16 0 
att ley 5 16 3.2 10 ) 
Sipe, Clev 10 144 14 -9 0 
Fouts, S.D 6 13) 2.2) al 0 
Harris, J., S. 10 49 Pisse 12 2 
Dolbin, Den. 2 12 6.0 14 0 
Morgado, K.C. 3 12 4.0 9 0 
Anderson, Mia 1 11 11.0 11 0 
Doughty, Balt 2 1), 5155 15 0 
Had!, Hou. 3 It) 3%) Shh 
Marshall, K. C. 7 1) 64 7 0 
Morgan, N.E. 1 10 10.0 10 0 
Ivory, NE, ... 3 10) 933) 29 0 
Burrough, Hou. 4 10 2.5 28 0 
Fuller, S.D, ...... i E* "7:0 75. Sl 
Bujnoch, Cin, .. 1 4 40 4t 12 


PASS RECEIVNG 
(3 or more—less if TD) 

RECORDS 
Most caught—101, Ch. Hennigan, Houston (1964) 
Most yds.—1746, Ch. Hennigan, Houston ar 
Most Pass TD’ s—17, Bill Groman, Houston (1961) 

; Avg. ing. Tds. 
Mitchell, Balt, 8.7 
Chandler, Bult . 
Gaines, N.Y.J. 


Branch, Oak, 
Biletnikotf, Oak. 
Podolak, K.C. .. 
Chester, Balt. 
Washington, S,D_ 
Testerman, Sea 


Moore, Mia, .... de! tPOS. S56 ated 
McCauley, Balt. 51 495 9,7 34t 
Swann, Pitt. . 50 785 15.8 4 
White, K 48 674 14.0 48t 
Casper, Oak 48 584 12.2 27 

oung, S. 48 423 28 
Stallworth, Pitt 44 784 1 49 
Burrough, Hou. 43 816 1 85t 
Braxton, Buff, .. 43° 461 1 27 
Cunningham, N.E. 42 370 35 
Grant, Buff. . 41 646 1 33 
Miller, Clev. . 41 291 28 
Brooks, Cin. 39 772 «1 94t 
Stingley, N.E. a9° 657". 3 68 
Pruitt, Clev. . Sh> CARE TF 60 
Qdoms, Den, - 37. 429 1 33 
Rucker, Clev. 36 565 15,7 40 
Walker, N.Y.J. 35 740 2 git 
Joiner, $.D, Bie Slee TL 32t 
Harris, D., Mia, 34 «#4601 1 47 
Largent, Sea, 3306643 ; 

1 


Smith, S., Sea 30 419 1 44 
Elliott, Cin, 25° «238 33 

Doughty, Balt. 28 435 1 57 
Gri Cin. . 28 240 24 
Moses, Den. 2h 392 35 
Barkum, N.YJ. 26 «6450 1 40t 
Dolbin,‘Den. . 26 «4443 «421 Sit 
Bulaich, Mia. 25 180 14 
Siani, Oak. ... 24 «344 1 39 
Marshall, K.C, 23 «445 «(1 49 
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Carpenter, Hou, 23 «156 27 
Coleman, Hau. 22 6445 21 
Morgan, N.E. 21 443 2 64t 
Brockington, G.B.-K.C. 21 223 1 48 
Parris, Clev. .. 213 1 26t 
Harper, N.Y, 209 1 55 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


PASSING 
RECORDS 


Most completions—262, George Blanda, a (1964) 
Most TO's—36, George Blanda, Houston (196 

Most Yds.—4007, Joe Namath, N.Y, Jets (98) 2 

Longest—98 yds, (TD), Jack Lee, Houston, to Dewveall (1962) 


AFC INDIVIDUAL QUALIFIERS 


Pct Yds. Avg. Pct Pet. 

Atts. Comp. Comp Gain Gain Tds, Tds. Long Int, Int. 

Griese, Mia, 307 180 58.6 2252 7.04 22) 7.2 “J3t 13! 42 
Morton, Den. . 254 131 51.6 1929 ORD ike 5.54 Sir Re $3.2 
Jones, Balt. 393 224 57.0 2686 6:83. 47 44:4" 78h AL 2a 
Stabler,Qak. ... 294 169 57.5 2176 7.40 20 68 44t 20 68 
Bradshaw, Pitt. 314 162 51.6 2523 8.04 17 54 65t 19 6.1 
Anderson, Cin. 323 166 51.4 2145 664° J) 3:4, S46 JL 3/4 
Grogan, N.E. 305 160 52.5 2162 7.09 17 5.6 8 21 6.9 
Pastorini, Hou, 319 169 53.0 1987 6.23 13 41 .85r 28 5.6 
Sipe, Clev, 195 112 57.4 1233. 6,32 9 46 52t 14 7.2 
Todd, N.Y.J. 265 133 50.2 1863 7.03 11 42 87t 17 64 
Livingston, K.C. 282 143 50.7 1823 6.46 9 3.2 49 TS 5.0 
Harris, J., $.D. 211 109 51.7 1240 5.88 5 24 78 ub hp Saye 
Ferguson, Buff. 457 221 48.4 2803 6.13 12 26 42 24 «5.3 
ZOFN, SEA. sesceseesee ; 251 104 41.4 1687 6.72 16 64 82t 19 7.6 

(Non-Qualifiers) 
Weese, Den. 20 11 55.0 119 §.95 be Oe «at 0 0.0 
Munson, S.0, . 31 20 64.5 225 7.26 D ) eSi25 28 Lt 82 
Fouts, S.D. .. 109 69 63.3 869 7.97 4 3.7 67t Gi» 5a) 
Graff, Pitt. .. 12 6 50.0 47 3.92 0 00 21 Oo 0.0 
Mays, Cleve. 121 67 55.4 797 6.59 6 5.0 60 10 «68.3 
Domres, N.Y.J, 40 17 42.5 1132.83 ty 25 48 L722 
Myer, Sea 130 70 53.8 729 5.61 6 UG Aote le 55,2 
Adams, K.C 92 47 51.1 691 7.51 Zz 22. 962 11 12,0 
Rae, Oak. 30 15 50.0 162 5.40 Pr ssa 30 4 133 
Luck, Clev. .. 50 25 50.0 316 6.32 tT 20 3 7 14.0 
Penrose, Den. 39 21 53.8 217 5.56 0 0.0 35 4 10.3 
Robinson, N.Y.J 54 20 37.0 310 5.74 2. “37 BS 8 14.8 
Reaves, Cin, .... 59 24 40.7 383 6.49 0 Oo. 40 5 8s 
Olander, S.D. 16 7 43.8 76 4.75 0 oo 15 2 12.5 
Hadl, Hou. 24 ll 45.8 76 863.17 0 O00 18 Joe 12,5. 
(Less than 10 attempts—but TD) AD ON 

Coleman, Hou. ... 3 1 33.3 44 14,67 1 33.3 44t 0 0.0 
Griffin, Cin... 1 1 100.0 18 16.00 1100.0 18t Qo «(0.0 
Pruitt, Cleve, 9 4 44.4 28 3.11 3 533.0) 19 0 00 
Sims, Sea, ...... 4 1 43 10.7 1 25.0 43t 1 25.0 
Washington, S.D 1 1 100.0 32 32.00 1100.0 32t 0 0.0 


; 25.0 
Receiving cont. No, Yds. Avg. Lng. Tds. No. Yds. Avg. Lng. Tds. PAGE 47 
20.6 7it 15.1 54t 


Johnson, B., Hou. 412 20. 3 Solomon, Mia 12 «181 1 

Cunningham, Pitt 347 17.4 43t 2 Sims, Sea 12 176 14.7 82t 3 

Curtis, Ci 338 16.9 54 2 McDaniel, Ci 12 148 123 31 O 

Brunson, K.C 295 148 63 O Reed, 12 125 104 20 0 

Klein, SD. 20 244 12,2 41 1 Lewis, Pitt 11 263 23.9 65t 1 

Wilson, Hou 20 107 +54 17 =O Carr, Balt. 11 199 181 45 1 

Fergerson, Se 19 374 19.7 45t 2 Harris, F., Pitt 11 62 56 15 0O 

Logan, Clev. 19 284 14,9 42 1 Keyworth, Den. . ll 48 44 14 O 

rane tk ee eh ee ee 

rumpy, Cin. f imbrough, Buff, 0.7 4 

Warfield, Clev. 18 251 13.9 at 2 Caster, NY, 19 205 20.5 58 1 TOPPS 1978 OR 1977 OR 1976 

‘oods, S.D. : orsey, S.D. 1 1 19.8 6 

Bleier, Pitt. 18 161 89 30 O Curran, S.D. 10 123 123 20 O BASEBALL SET $13.90 EACH 

Armstrong, Den. 18 128 $7.1 20 OQ Sawyer, Sea. ve 420) “205. 108.<27) “0. 

Mcinally; Gin, % i 258 15.2 at 3 Lee, Balt. oat ‘ 19 a 38 5 0 Smallest pase rents 

iccone, Buff. * cCullum, Sea « 2 1 

Bailey, K.C. 17. 206 12,1 47t 1 Barber, Hou. g 94 104 23 1 $1. gett yy ti eacr 

Lytle, ' Den. 17 198 11.6 47t 1 Davis, T., Cin. . 9 83 92 2 O y . 

Howard, Sea, 17 177 104 24 1 Hasselbeck, NE. 9 7 84 21 4 1977 or 1976 BB team $2.95 

Tillman, Mia. uy 169 a3 ait F Holland, Burt : 107 134 2 0 ont. One original Baseball 

He OLS i orte, ; 0 ard (our choice) from every 

Poole, Clev. 17. #137 -81 21 3 Garrett, Oak. 8 61 97.6. 513), 2 

Francls, N.E. 16 229 143 31t 3 Nottingham, Mia, 8 58 73 16 O TOPPS set 1955-1976 $2.95 

Hooks, Buff. .. 16 195 122 33 O Knight, N.YJ. 7 129 184 49 0 SSPC Baseball 630 cards, limited, rare 

Simpson, Buff. 16 138 86 18 0 Corbett, Cin. .. 7 127 181 47t 1 1975-5 Basketball or Hockey 

Davis, C., Oak. 15 124 7.8 28 O Williams, K.C. 7 94 134 24 O 1976-7 HOCKEY, 264 cards 

Foster, Hou. .. 15 208 139 56 0 Chandler, NE. 7 68 97 16 O 1975-6 TOPPS BASKETBALL of HOCKEY (330).: 

parece Mitt: ta AB woe 32 Man, UO 7 HT tS | § aesleeeter soot ta ta to 

avis, G., ia. 1 1 H jarris, L., Mia. 7 hy <1 0 eve 

McDonald, S.D. 13. 174 13.4 22 O Perrin, Den. .... 6 106 17.7 4it 1 BASKETBALL & HOCKEY CHECKLIST BOO! 

Calhoun, N.E. 13 152 11.7 47 0 Mandich, Mia. Be 63) 005-35" 0 ACT ORES Wey re renee 

Roan, Clev. .... 13. 136 10,5 27 2 Bradshaw, Oak. 5 90 180 28 0 1970 KELLOGG'S 30 BASEBALL set. 9.95 

Upchurch, Den. . ~» 12 245 20.4 45 2 Burke, NE. .. 5 79 15.8 22 0 ag Male Nag RL na ETBALL FoOYBaLL. 
s 

Rodgers, §.D. csssccssssne 12 187 15.6 43 0 Raible, Sea, 5 79 158 22 0 Tous teen TERE (eur cM ecco nS 1.98 


SSPC YANKEES & METS (45) COVOE eccrine 2-20 
2 SOFT COVER ALBUMS, holds = St end 4.50 
1975 WONDER BREAD, 24 color cards 

1975 SHERATON INN-WICHITA ‘AIRPORT, i... 5.50 
42 REPRINTS 1941 aay BALL 3,30 
1974 BLACK STARS by Laughlin, 36 “cards «5 3.45 
utd bled DAYS/WILDEST PLAYS. 395 


42 orroeoosigertare 
ENGLISH SOCCER, 55 cards ue NE 
1970 or 1971 id BASEBALL, 
pre hen ease a ea. $ 5.00 


Series 1 thru 
a it 
Pro Football & Copies at $1.25 per Copy Heya TOPES BASEBALL 


Booklet Includes—History, Check or Money Order Please 
League Standings, Playoff 


uth, Gehrig) 
TOrPS 1974 BASEBALL set of 660 .. mai 
1874 PHILLIES PUNCH OUTS (large size). 12.. 
1975 FLEER BASEBALL PIONEER HALL OF 
FAME (2B) oor crrccssrescrcsosonsesonverterctttnetindevests $3.8 
1974 FLEER FOOTBALL HALL OF 
FAME (50) 


1973-4 TOPPS BASKETBALL, 264 cards .. 
TOPPS 1973 thru 78 FOOTBALL, 328 cards 
"745 WHA set of 6B. 

75-6 WHA set of 132 . $4.95 
CARDS WITH NG NUMBERS Sé MORE EACH CARD 
HOBBY CARD HOUSE 
P.O. BOX 15, DEPT. PF-3 
FORT LEE, N.J. 07024 
PRICE LIST 20¢ 


Mail To: R. Lewis Enterprises 
2379 Cottonwood Rd. 


and Super Bowl Results \ i York. Pa. 17404 
and other Statistics. é : —— 


$1.25 


Please Print 


Don’t Miss it! 


Have the facts of your favorite 
Sport at your fingertips. 


BUY FACTORY-DIRECT... 
from world’s leading manufacturer 


A sscmston-renty to present 


Wotesate low, low prices 
Arist color combinations 
Ris: “PDQ” service 
Distinctive designs 

S siistaction guaranteed 


Highest Quali 
Setemered coe 
Enameled 


MEDALS 
and Event For All Events 
Figures Beautiful Award 
Available Charms 


Write for free catalog 


Trophyland [[sJJ Inc. 


DEPT. PF, 7001 WEST 20th AVENUE 
P.O. BOX 4606, HIALEAH, FLORIDA 33014 


FOOTBALL JERSEYS 
> 


‘ 
Vf. Custom order your choice 
, of jersey number. 


Personalize jerseys 
with your name 
on the back, 
professional 
style. 


Quality, authentic 
game jerseys. Ideal 
for recreation wear 
or made-to-order gift. 


Wide selection of 
popular styles 


Full size range— 
S, M, L, XL. XXL. 
Our 11th season of 
individual, special order 
service, 


Institutional, team, club, 
organization—uniform bids. 


SCORE-LINEUP CO. 

P. ©. Box 8344 

Spokane, Washington 99203 

Please send me your current brochure ond 


order information. Enclosed is 50¢ coin to 
cover postage and handling. 


ICIS Sees ores aso ceeaay ed no : 
Cele SS See ee a weaned atic 
eq) gh eal ee eae soe 


ONE nce mscersteprse ie ginko Ae ae 
(Please Print) 


77’ SEASON 
91% ACCURATE 
TORI AI IA 


Jack Gillen’s predictions for 
college and professional football 
season, published in the fall issue 
(1977) of the Astrology Researcher 
were 91% accurate. : 

Astrologer Sydney Omarr states 
that Jack Gillen writes and talks in a 
manner which ably promotes his 
field of astrology. 

You can now read Jack Gillen's 
football predictions for 1978, and 
learn what the astrological factors 
are in predicting pro and college 
games, in the Astrology Researcher. 

Monthly articles include your Per- 
sonalized Cosmogram, Longitudes 
and Latitudes, astrological data on 
states, cities, and countries, and how 
they relate to you. Medical Astrology 
(Astrological Diagnosis) Learning 
Astrology, Numerology, Research 
reports, and Jack Gillen’s Predictions 
on world affairs, stocks, sporting 
events, and commodity futures. 


U.S. and Canada Single Copy $2.00 
Subscription $20.00 per year. 

Send to Astrology Researcher 

P. O. Box 5179 
Orlando, Florida 32855 


HUGHES SPORTS 1978 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL GUIDE 

Complete rosters of every team in the Big 
Elght, Big Ten, Pacific Ten, SWC, SEC, Ivy 
League, Atlantic Coast Conf., Mid-American, 
Missouri Valley, Western Athletic, Pacific 
Coast Athletic Assn., plus such independents 
as Air Force, Army, Boston College, Fla. State, 
Georgia Tech, Grambling, Houston, Miami 
(Fla.), Navy, Notre Dame, Penn State, Pitt, 
Tenn, State and many more. Includes name, 
position, height, weight, class and hometown of 
every player. 


HUGHES’ STATS BOOK 

Complete statistics on all the teams in our 
College Football Guide, including Individual and 
team stats on rushing, receiving, scoring, punt- 
ing, tackles, interceptions, punt and kickoff 
returns. Also includes complete draft review, 
over 50 All-Conf. teams, and complete NCAA 
and NAIA stats. 


PALMER HUGHES’ PRE-SEASON 

DRAFT LIST 

The top 1500 college seniors available for the 
‘79 pro draft, selected by Palmer Hughes of Pro 
Football Weekly. Arranged by position, alpha- 
betized by school, with each player’s height, 
weight and school. 

FOOTBALL SCOUT’S NEWSLETTER 

In-depth analysis, by Palmer Hughes, of the 
college players who are top-rated for the ‘79 
draft. Put out weekly during the football season. 
PRO DRAFT GAME 

An opportunity for you to be a Player Person- 
nel Director! Participate with other knowledge- 
able football fans as you have a mock draft, 
with you selecting for your favorite pro team. 


Send check or money order for 
___ College Football Guide at $9.95 
__. Hughes’ Stats Book at $7.95 
____ Pre-Season Draft List at $10.00 
__ Football Scout’s Newsletter at $15.00 
—— Pro Draft Game at $15.00 


to: Hughes Sports Publications 
Dep?. B, Star Route 
Sclota, PA 18354 


NOME: , cccccvevcccccescccesctsbsaresate soevencse 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


Receiving cont. No, Yds. . Lng. Tds. 
Maxson, Pitt. ... 70 Wk a Tas 
Samtels, K.C, . 65 13.0 32 
Grossman, Pitt. .. 57 11.4 20 


Johnson, P., Cin. 


nN 
a 
mn 


0 

4 

9.8 
Hunter, Sea. ... 42 84 20 
Newton, N.YJ. . 33 66 9 
Brown, Buff. 20 4.0 12t 
Long, N.YJ. ... 17” 3.4" 7, 
Smith, J., Pitt. 80 20.0 26 
Jensen, Den, 63 15.8 34 
Malone, Mia. 58 14.5 35 
Dierking, N.Y, 29 7.3 15 

Benjamin, Sea. 6.8 
Matthews, S.D 41 13.7 23 
Lane, K.C. 40 13.3 21 
Leaks, Balt 39 13.0 26t 
Dollier, Buff. 23, 2.) EL 
Williams, S 20 67 9 
Pruitt, Clev, 12 #40 6 

3.7 

5.0 

2.5 

5.0 

5.0 

5.0 

4.0 
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INTERCEPTIONS 
(2 or more—Less if TD) 
RECORDS 
Most—12, Fred Glick, Houston (1963 
12, Dainard Paulson, Jets (1964) 
12, Emmitt Thomas, Kansas Dity (1974) 
Most Yds.—349, Charlie McNeil, San Diego (1961) 
Most TD's—4, Ken Houston, Houston (19 1) 
4, Jim Kearney, Kansas City (1973) 


No. Yds. Avg. Lng. Tds. 
163 K; 


Blackwood, Balt. ... 10 163 0 
Greene, Buff, .. 9 144 160 47 0O 
Barbaro, K.C. 8 165 20.6 102t 1 
Clark, Buff. .. 7 151 21.6 43 O 
White, Balt. 7 84 120 19 O 
Tatum, Oak, 6 146 243 41 O 
Darden, Clev. 6 107 17.8 49 1 
Blount, Pitt. 6 65 108 37 O 
Beamon, Sea. .. 6 36 60 20 O 
Thompson, Den, 5 122 244 38 O 
Reinfeldt, Hou. 5 78 15.6 30 O 
Allen, Pitt. 5 76 15.2 48 O 
Fuller, S.D, 5 61 12.2 37 0 
Haynes,N.E, 5 54 108 22 0O 
McMillan, Sea. 4 157 393 57 O 
Jackson, T., Den 4 95 23.8 73t 1 
Brown, Sea, .... 4 68 17.0 29 1 
Stringert, S.D. 4 64 160 29 0O 
McCray, N.E. 4 61 153 48 O 
Preece, Sea. 4 55 13.8 29 0 
Ouren, S.D. .. 4 45 113 25 0 
Johnson, Mia. 4 35 88 19 0O 
Brown, Oak. 4 24 60 18 O 
Ham, Pitt, .. 4 17 Aad) 9) 0 
Howard, N.E. 4 10, 25° 16/10 
Wright, Den, .... 3 128 42.7 59 1 
Edwards, Pitt. 3° 116 38:7 SI 0 
Alexander, Hou. . 3. 111 37.0 95t 1 
Irons, Clev. 3 99 33.0 53t 1 
Parrish, Cin. 3 95 31.7 47t 1 
Scott, Clev, 3 72 24.0 49t 1 
Davis, 0., Clev. 3 7 237 52" \0 
Williams, Din, ... 3 67 22.3 54t 1 
Gradishar, Den. 3 56 18.7 28 0 
Laird, Balti. .... 3 56 18.7 22 0 
Moore, Hou, 3 56 18.7 34 0 
Bolton, Clev. 3 50 16.7 43 0 
Rizzo, Den. .. 3 49 163 36 O 
Brazile, Hou. 3 40 133 16 O 
POKING es Soaciancss 3 39 13.0 27 0 
Thompson, Balt. 3 39 13.0 20 O 
Dungy, Pitt. .... 3 37 12,3 (29 10 
Williams, S.D. 3 36 12.0 36 O 
Washington, T., Hou 3 26° 87 35) 
Munsey ,Balt. 3 25 (63 1410 
Thomas, Mia, .. 3 23: 7.0 23)" (Di 
Foley, Den, 3 aa. 77,3, 22D 
Green, K.C. 3 19 63 19 O 
Owens, N.Y.J, 3 18 60 12 O 
Foley, Mia. 3 Bete 0 
Shell, Pitt. 3 14 47 8 O 
Colzie, Oak. 3 13) ‘43 13) 0 
Geddes, Sea, 3 9. 3.0) N66 10 
Lynch, K.C. 3 Oe Ge 1G 
Collier, K.C. 2 134 67.0100t 1 
Buttle, N.Y.J. 2 24 27.0 44t 1 
Atkinson, Oak, 2 38 190 24 0O 
Cobb, Cin. .... 2 37 185 34 0 
MacLeod, Balt. 2 37 185 33 O 
Bingham, Hou. 2 36 18.0 30 O 
Phillips, Oak. 2 35 17,5 29 0 
Jones, Buff, .. 2 30 15.0 24t 1 
Peters, Clev. 2 29 145 25 O 
White, Pitt. .. 2 27:«213.5 19 O 
Oufek, Sea. .. 2 « 26 130 27 O 
Harris, Cin. 2 li es 10 0 
Hunt, N.E. . 2 17 85 10 QO 
Gray, K.C, . 2 16 8.0 11 O 
Johnson, M.,,0ak. 2 De W5e15e 0 
Riley, Cin, .... 2 144 7.0 144 O 
Thomas, Pitt. 2 in” 5.0.12" 10 
LeClair, Cin. 2 8 40 8 O 
Winston, Pitt. 2 7° 35 7 10 
Rice, Oak. .... 2 R297 0 
Currier, Hou. 2 0 oo 0 O 
Harrison, Buff, 2 0 00 0 Q 
Dean, S.D 1 22 22.0 22t 1 
Jones, S.D. .. 1 17 17.0 17t 1 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


PUNTING 
RECORDS 


Most—105, Bob Scrapitto, Denver (1957) 
Best Avg.—46.2, Dave Lewis, Cin. (1970) 
Longest—98 yds,, Steve O'Neal, N.Y. Jets (1969) 
No. Yds. Lng. Avg. Bik. 
Guy, Oak, 74 43.3 
MciInally, Cin. 
Wilson, K.C. .. 
Bateman, Buff 
Weaver, Sea, .. 
Parsley, Hou. 


Dilts, Den. .... 90 3525 63 39.2 
Coleman, Cle 

Lee, Balt. ...... 84 3142 59 38.3 
Michel, Mia. 35 1338 61 38.2 
West, S.D. .... 73 2707 +59 37.6 
Ramsey, N.Y.J. 62 2298 61 37.1 
Walden, Pitt. 68 2482 65 37.0 


Patrick, ‘N.E. ... 
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Engles, Sea.-Pitt, .. 


PUNT RETURNS 
RECORDS 


Most—51, Rick Upchurch, Denver (1977) 
Most Yds.—655, Neal Colzie, Oakland (1975) 
Longest—95 yds., Les Duncan, San Diego (1968) 


No. FC Yds. Avg. paras 
5 15.4 8/t 


Johnson, Hou, ...... 8 539 2 
Morgan, NE. 2: 220° |t338: 53. 00 
Moody, Buff. 6 196: 131 91t 4 
Fuller, S.D. .... 2 360 129 88t 1 

6 653 128 87t 1 

5 425 125 49 O 

6 220 116 70 O 

P64A” ES 73t 2 

B+ 15045120.5) “62 

6 334 104 23 O 

3 290 91 44 O 

1 285 89 39 O 
Stevens, Balt. . 6 301 89 24 0O 
Haynes, N.E. 2 200 83 46 O 
Green, K.C. ... 4 2 115 82 18 O 
Smith, Pitt. .. 36 O 294 82 30 O 
Packer, Sea, . 20 O 131 66 31 O 
Brunson, K.C. ...... 20 0 108 54 19 O 

(Non-Qualifiers) 

Jennings, S.F.-Oak. 12 1 71 59 19 O 
Shelby, Cin... 11 3 54 49 18 O 
Swann, Pitt, . 0 -88 6 “Si 0 
Fergerson, Sea.... 8 3 54 68 14 O 
Blackwood, Balt... 7 5 22 32. 10° #0 
Pane, Den. .. | (OT Ge as 80 14 O 
Largent, Sea, 4 6D «632 80 12 O 
Parrish, Cin. 4 0 30 Wi5i, TiT.5 60 
Anderson, Mia, 4 1 3 0.8 3 +A; 
Schroy, N.Y.J 3 0 38 127 #17 «#O 
Holden, Cin. 3 0 14 4:7" 33.) 0 
Feacher, Clev 2H 1, 1S mon AS) 1G 
Podolak, K.C 22 13 6.5 Te 1D 
Babb, Mia. 2) 1 10 5.0 Zz 4 
Forte, N.E, 2. 0 9 45 6 0 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


(6 or more) 

RECORDS 
Most—47, Odell ean Denver (1964) 
Most Yds.—1317, Bo! by Jancik, Houston (1963) 
Most TDOs.—3, Ray Clayborn, New England (1977) 
Longest—106 yds, (TD), Noland Smith, K.C. (1967) 

No. Yds. Avg. Lng. Tds. 
Clayborn, N.E. ... 28 869 31.0 10lt 
Davis, Mia, .. 29.6 3 
Johnson, Hou. 
Harper, N.YJ. . 


Smith, Pitt. ..... 37 
Kimbrough, Buff. . 27 
Smith, Pitt. ..... 33 
Upchurch, Den. 32 
Hunter, Sea. 4. 
Laird, Balt. .. 35 
Shelby, Cin. . 38 
Moody, Buff. 45 
Williams, K.C.-Clev. 48 
Williams, S.D. . 32 


Garrett, Oak. 
Duncan, Clev. . 
(Non Qualifiers) 


Packer, Sea. ....... 13 280 215 44 
McKnight, K.C. 12 305 254 70 
Fergerson, Sea. . 11 240 218 39 
Reed, K.C. .... 11 «239 «21.7 «3639 
Feacher, Clev, . 

Brunson, K.C. 1 216 19.6 32 
Stevens, Balt. 1 216 37 
Solomon, Mia, 1 273 9ot 
Griffin, Cin. .. 192 31 


Anderson, Hou. 
Voight, Hou. ... 
Owens, S.D, 
Anderson, J,, Cin 
Anderson, T., Mia. 
Jennings, S.F.-Oak. 


Hardee, N.YJ, . 

Wesson, KC, ... 129 27 
Banaszak, Oak 119 30 
Pough, Pitt. ... lll 22 
Schultz, Den. . 135 33 
Pruitt, Clev. ... 131 31 
Phillips, NE. . 93 22 


Dierking, N.YJ. cscs 
Robiskie, Oak, 00 
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“CONTACT” 


FOOTBALL 


cAMP 


June & July one week or more Boys 8-18 


Western Maryland College 


Former Training Camp of the 
Baltimore Colts 


“LIVE” 
CONTACT 


and scrimmages 
(non-contact program 
also available) 


STAFF: 20 NFL pros, 
pro coaches, 
40 college coaches, 
H.S. & Pre H.S. coaches 


LIVE WITH 
THE PROS 


college coaches will 
look you over! 


Arkansas W. Maryland 
Army Alabama 
V.M.1, Rutgers 

Clemson N. Carolina 

Missouri Wm. & Mary 

« Carolina St. Citadel 
S. Carolina Tennessee 
Lafayette Georgia 
Wake Forest West Va. 

Virginia Va. Tech 
Duke Delaware 
Brown Shippensburg 


For Brochure & Information 

Maynard Turow—Dept. SSP 

14000 N. Gate Dr., Silver Spring, Md. 20906 
or call Collect (301) 871-6676 


OFFICIAL PRO FOOTBALL Only 


PENNANTS 


All 28 Teams salah 

Full 12” x 30” 

All in Full Color 

A Decoration and Conversation Piece 


A COLORFUL PENNANT TO DECORATE YOUR ROOM 
Here is a colorful, full color, full size 12’ x 30 

Pennant of your favorite pro-football team all ready 
for you to hang in your room. All 28 teams available 

These team pennants make a popular gift and collec- 
tors item for your family room, den, or bedroom 
Only $1.00 plus 25c shipping charge per team. Order 
more than one at only $1.00 each and save the 25c 
shipping charge. Specify team or teams desired in 
handy coupon. Full Money Back Guarantee if not 
delighted. Send cash, check or money order to 


Royal Advtg. Corp., Dept. . 807 
Lynbrook, N.Y. 14863 . 


(N.Y. State residents add state and local tax.) 


Payton 
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These 3 BIG DRAFTING 
KITS included... 


rede’ | when you train 


Hational 


ene Sit with us for a 


Maybe you can find a job 
that pays better, but I don’t 
think you'll ever find a job 
that pays better AND gives 
you more satisfaction that you 

are making a big contribution to 
your community. This home-siudy 
plan was designed to help beginners 
toward $$8$, security and prestige as 
draftsmen. It's easy with our 
exclusive step-by-step 

instruction. Everything 

shown here is included 

with course. 


RUSH COUPON 
Mail coupon for FREE “DRAFT. FOR FREE KIT! 


ING CAREER KIT”, Drafting Apti- aro F| 
tude Test, including new 5-way CARKERS yO) 
Drafting Instrument and 16- \ FT ING 
page book, “Careers in XL: . 
rafting”—ALL FREE, (8=~ er | 

No salesman will call. SS 
Gl and VA Benefits. f 

FCorcers by HomeSivdy 

1 NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF DRAFTING, Dept. TEO88 ! 


4500 Campus Or., University Plaza, Newport Beach, CA. 92663 ! 
Rush “DRAFTING CAREER KIT,” including Book, 
Aptitude Test & Drafting Instrument— ALL FREE! 


NAME co 
| ADDRESS 


:» GALASSO INC. 


WORLD'S (2s. “S&3) HOBBY CA 
LARGEST is ba Aa 
WE SELL MORE SETS THAN 

ANY OTHER DEALER!!! = 
1978 TOPPS FOOTBALL 


$9.99 plus $1.25 shipping 

Now accepting orders for the com- 
plete set of 1978 Topps Football 
cards, Your set will be shipped to 
you insured via Speedy UPS in 
Strong sturdy boxes which will 
keep your cards the way you like 
them: MINT! Sets will be mailed 
in September and will be sent on a first come 
basis, You are GUARANTEED of receiving the 
entire set (scheduled to be 528 cards), Your 
cards will be put Into numerical order for you, 
so ORDER NOW! All this for the super low 
price of $9.99 plus $1.25 for shipping. 


= STILL AVAILABLE 
(0 1977 Topps Football 
Complete set of 528 
Cards ONY ......$12,50 ppd. 
(0 1977 Topps Baseball 
Complete set of 660 
\ eS $14.99 ppd. 


Complete set of 528 
cards only .....$13,50 ppd. 


COMPLETE 1978-79 TOPPS SETS 


© 1978-79 Hockey Wo tla set) .... mc pod. 


PROTECT your cards in see-thru 
vinyl! pages which completely 
cover your cards, Standard size 
fee} (see illustration) holds 9 cards 
ieeg)| (18 back-to-back) a page. Pages 
owi fit all standard 3 ring binders. 
Ke 4 pages per pack—89¢ per package 
S| Deluxe ring album (to hold your 
=, pages) ae Add $1.00 Postage 

& Handling. 


SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST. IT'S FREE! 


Send to: MS. RENATA GALASSO INC. 
1170 75th St., Dept. SSP, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11228 
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IF YOU HAD SUBSCRIBED TO DR. SULLIVAN’S 
SERVICE LAST YEAR YOU COULD HAVE MADE 5 
TIMES YOUR BANKROLL ...3 TIMES IN 1976...5 


TIMES IN 1975... 3 TIMESIN 1974...BETTING THE 
LEGAL BOOKS IN VEGAS! 


Our 1977 Record - Against the Spread - Betting in Vegas 


GAMES 
PLAYED 
WEEK OF 


AMOUNT 
WAGERED 


WINNERS SPORTS SERVICE IS No.1 
WITH A 10 YEAR RECORD OF 
BEATING THE SPREAD 69%! 


Winners Sports Service is a weekly football 
newsletter predicting the outcome and point 
spread of all pro and major college games. It 
has beaten the spread 69% the last 10 years. 
If one beats the spread 53% he is considered 
a winner. We consider 53% a disaster. 


OUR MAN “JOE” IN VEGAS 


Five years ago we made up a character ‘‘Joe”’ 
and pretended to fly him to Vegas. Betting 
on Winners picks, Joe doubled his bankroll 
in 1973, tripled in 1974, made 5 times in 
1975, 3 times in 1976, 5 times in 1977! 


DR. DONALD SULLIVAN, PH.D — 
THE GENIUS BEHIND IT 


Winners was founded by Dr. Donald Sullivan, 
Ph.D, a research psychologist and college 
professor with extensive knowledge in sta- 
tistics, probability and advanced computer 
technology. He played football in college 
(he’s a bruising 6'4"). He is renowned for 


expertise in sports predictions and recog- 


nized as one of the best sports predictors. 
He spoke at the Sports Handicapping Seminar 
in Las Vegas last year on the role of the com- 
puter in sports predicting. On the dais were 
Bob Martin, the man who makes the Vegas 
line, Mort Olshan of the Gold Sheet and Lem 
Banker, one of the country’s heaviest bettors. 


VEGAS LINE IN EACH ISSUE 


We receive the Vegas line late Sunday night 
and print it in each issue. You can see Dr. 
Sullivan's line next to the Vegas line and can 
immediately tell what the good plays are. 


WON-LOST 
($300.00 A GAME) 


GAMES DOLLARS 
WON 


(LOST) 


5-3 
6-3 
6-2 
6-4 
5-0 
8-3 
8-4 
§-2 
8-1 
2-4 
1-1 
2-0 
3-0 
1-1 


CBS-TV FACTFINDER TEAM 
SURVEYS FOOTBALL 
PREDICTION SERVICES 


On Sept. 9, 1977, WINNERS received a re- 
quest from CBS-TV, Chicago Station WBBM 
Sports Factfinder Investigation Team to 
Participate in their comparison of football 
prediction services. They requested each 
service to send them all back issues from 
1976 plus the upcoming 5 issues for Oct. 
1977. They would then analyze the results 
and air a report on the findings. Quoting 
from their letter: “If you truly have the 
confidence that your advertisements imply, 
this is the chance to prove yourself.’ We 
complied and the results of the survey were 
aired on CBS-TV on Nov. 14, 15 and 16. 
Overall, the report did not have too high an 
opinion of the services. The ones they check- 
ed averaged only 49.5% against the spread. 
One could have picked teams at random and 
done as well. The announcer then said the 
best service did 69% against the spread. As 
the TV camera focused in on the WINNERS 
AD, the announcer stated that this was the 
best service, one of the least expensive, and 
also offers a money-back guarantee. We, at 
Winners, are proud of this recognition, but 
we (and our subscribers) always knew we 
were the best. 


UNCONDITIONAL MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE 
We have always offered an unconditional 
money-back guarantee which means that if 
you're not satisfied at any time, even after 
16 weeks of service, your money is refunded 
just for the asking. 


BANKROLL 
(STARTING WITH 
$2,500) 


OUR RECORD IS IN EACH ISSUE 
Each game we predict to beat the spread is 
there in black & white. We are famous for 
publishing the results of last week’s pre- 
dictions in the following issue. Even when 
we have a losing week we admit it openly. 
One thing you can be sure to find in 
WINNERS is the truth. 

@ 16 Weekly plus Bowl Issue 

@ Mailed First Class early Monday 
@ All pro games 

® All major College games 

@ Articles — expert analysis 

@ Vegas Line in each issue 

@ Our record in each issue 

@ No. One Prediction Service 

@ UNCONDITIONAL MONEY- 


BACK GUARANTEE 


{Paes SS eee 
Dr. Donald Sullivan 
WINNERS SPORTS SERVICE 
5711 - 14th Ave. Dept. 609 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 
| enclose $42.50. Enter my first class 1978 
Subscription which includes 16 weekly 
Issues plus Supplementary Reports and a 
Special BOWL Issue. If | am not satisfied, 
even after 16 weeks, I'll get a full refund. 
AINA SG rel cy alacriaiede ena oecaiem ily ama eit 
GUGGIS sche es bo ee Sob desea enes s rer 
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{ ] Enclosed is $20 for Special Delivery. 
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You have probably heard of Football News because it is the 
most talked about football publication in the country. For 39 years 
Football News has brought its readers the best football informa- 
tion available on college and professional football. 


More football fans than would fill the Rose, Orange, Cotton and 
Sugar Bowls combined read Football News each week including 
over 1000 sportswriters and broadcasters. Here’s how you can join 
them on our special no-risk offer. Once you read an issue of 
Football News you'll never want to be without it. 


We send you your first issue of Football News free of charge. 
We'll also enter your subscription for 19 big issues for just $10.50, 
(newsstand value $23.75). When the bill arrives, you make the choice— 
either send us $10.50 or write “Please Cancel’ on the bill. 


Mail the card today. You have nothing to lose. We'll rush you your 
huge fact-filled Pre-Season issue of Football News. 


L] Yes, | would like to try Foot. 
ball News free of charge. 
Please rush me your huge Pre- 
Season issue free and enter 
a subscription in my name. 
When you bill me | can write 
“Please Cancel’ on the bill 
and that’s it. Or | can send 
you $10.50 for 19 issues, a 
regular $23.75 value on the 
newsstand. 


Master Charge Account: 
# 
Interbank: # 

Expiration Date 
VISA Account # 
Expiration Date 


LJ Here’s $10.50 — send me 19 
issues — with a money back 
guarantee plus a FREE 1978 
FOOTBALL NEWS Fact and 
Schedule Book. 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 


Zip 


Mail Postage Paid 


Reply Card Today! 


FIRST CLASS 
PERMIT 21653 
DETROIT, MICH. 


Good Reasons 
Why You Should 


Subscribe To 
FOOTBALL NEWS 
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a s 1. You'll get an information filled issue of the FOOTBALL NEWS each 
ns ~ week. Everything you need to know about college and professional 
no football. 
wo 
mw k 2. The pro and college predictions will help you win the office pool or 
Zz ¢ 2 9 x make you the smartest grid fan in your group. 
“” wn 
ms a o = rs = 3. You can win some valuable prizes in our football contest. There’s a 
E a. 3 ov blank with full details in every issue. 
S ees 
a a — Ss $ . The analysis and behind the scenes material on football will make 
x = = = = you enjoy more the games you see on TV or watch in person. Over 
3 = ul 5 1000 sportswriters and broadcasters read our paper. 
3 »Oo'%sS 
Pa a) fe) = £ 5. The schedules and statistics are worth their weight in gold. Ours are 
S$ é = & the most complete available. 
= 


6. The paper is mailed from Detroit early Monday afternoon. You'll get 
it when you need it the most, Wednesday or Thursday at the latest. 


7. Our weekly ratings of the top col- Meith Jackson wins Von Patrick Award—Pp. 4 
lege teams will be very interesting FOOTBALL 
to you, and you'll find they are the 
best available. PAVED 
Dhle State-Michigon collide 


8. There are 19 issues on this special 
offer, including a bowl game and 
Super Bowl game special issues. 


9. You would pay $23.75 for these 
copies on the newsstand. You save 
more than 2 by subscribing now. 


10. You can pay later if you like. We'll 
gladly bill you. And a money 
back guarantee goes with each 
subscription. 
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Address 


_ Zip/Postal Code 
Sports Illustrated is publ weekly except for two iss T G and occasional special issues. 


SI is regularly 49¢ an issue by’Subseription The ¢ postage and is good only in the 
U.S., U.S. Possessions and Canad A; 


pt. No. 


Zip/Postal Code 


BUSINESS REPLY M FIRST CLASS 


PERMIT NO. 22 
NO POSTAGE NECESSARY IF MAILED IN THE UNITED STATES CHICAGO ILL 
ES a a ER 
Seas 
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY 
Sra ae 
[3 ao 
[Ss Dee ee 
Sports illustrated = 
| fice SES Sel 
[seins § are oe 
541 NORTH FAIRBANKS COURT =e 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL , PERRITNG 2 
NO POSTAGE NECESSARY IF MAILED IN THE UNITED STATES CHICAGO. ILL. 
| a 
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY pee aa 
Bava =) 
ES SaaS SS 
—_a Se) 
Sports lilustrated = 
aaa eae 
RSS as 
541 NORTH FAIRBANKS COURT eS) 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 


Carry The Ball This Fall With 


Win 85% of 
your bets! 


Subscribe for two years and get free the 85% 
1978 REVISED POINTSPREAD WINNER 
SYSTEM. The secret to this winning method is s BINARY 
PROBABILITY made SIMPLE only through our winning 
mathematics. Now you can win 6 out of every 7 bets. You just apply 
three basic principles of handicapping. You also get a BONUS 1978 
FOOTBALL FACTBOOK. A crampacked capsule of vital statistics 
that you will use every week to pick winners. Complete, concise data 
on all NFL and NCAA teams. 

Subscribe for one year, and we'll send you by return mail our 1978 
FOOTBALL FACTBOOK, which has all pertinent NFL and NCAA 
statistics at your fingertips. It’s what you'll need to pick winners this 
year. It’s the same booklet that you receive if you subscribe for two 
years. 


Rebsitdj, eg Dallas’ Doon msday Def 


Send 


no money 


mail today 


$40 for 50 issues (2 years). 

Save $48 over newsstand cost and 
get the 85% 1978 POINTSPREAD 
WINNER SYSTEM PLUS Football 
Factbook FREE 


$25 for 25 Issues 1978 season. 
Save $19 over newsstand cost and 
get 1978 Football Factbook FREE 


Check or Money Order Enclosed 
Bill me via Master Charge 
Bill me via VISA 


Bae 


(card no.) 


Expiration Date 


Send me a bill with my first issue. 


Signature. 

Name 

Address 
City____ State 
Zip 
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College & Pro Football 
Newsweekly Gives You: 


@ Latest Pointspreads. 

® Weekly upcoming schedules. 
®@ Exciting articles and features. 

@ Complete analysis by nationally acclaimed writers, both college and 
pro. 

@ Late U.P.I. wire service reports. 

& All college and pro games of the previous week completely analyzed. 
Up to 100 college teams, and all 28 pro teams. 

@ Every upcoming pro and college game completely analyzed by the 
top football writers in the country. 

® Logs and past performances. 

& The most complete statistical information of any football IPRBHOSHER in 
the country. 

™@ Head-To-Head match-ups, with complete 
games ' statistics, totals, Power Ratings, com- 
ments by reporters filing from the 
scene of action. 

® Complete stat analysis at your 
fingertips. 

®@ All of this plus much, much 
more for less than a penny a page |) 


"i ‘Charge it on Master Charge 
or VISA. 


Mail or phone 
516-487-8300 


Send No Money 
Mail Today 


Please enter my subscription as indicated: 
FOOTBALL SEASON ONLY 
O Sportsform 21 issues, 


includes pre-season Preview ............4. $50 
(Confidential Communique, 21 issues ......... $60 
0 Sportsform & Confidential Communique 

21 issues each(You Save $15) ............- $95 

BASKETBALL SEASON ONLY 

OSportsform19issues ................4-. $50 
O) Confidential Communique 19issues ......... $60 
0 Sportstorm & Confidential Communique 

19 issues each(You Save $15) ............. $95 

FOOTBALL & BASKETBALL COMBINATION 

O Sportsform 

21 issues Football, 19 issues Basketball 

{VOU Save $25) 55s «i 5 os. hacse sew tence Vara ae $75 


O Confidential Communique 

21 issues Football, 19 issues Basketball 

{Vou Save S25). ois. s Fhe elecics bury sees s $95 
0 TOTAL INFORMATION PACKAGE 

You get everything-Sportsform, 21 issues Football, 

19 issues Basketball; Confidential Communique 

21 issues Football, 19 issues Basketball. 

(yotal Savings. $115) |. ores ao «ca wale mis sveens $125 


OU) Check or money order enclosed. 
0 Bill me via Master Charge [J Visa. Exp. Date ———__ 
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OG Send me a bill with my first issue. 
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Signature 
Name 
Address 
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Guarantee ~ 
Cost of Winning Only $3 
PerWeek -Less by Subscription 


Order the SPORTSFORM, the weekly en- 
cyclopedia of Football or the Confidential Com- 
munique—the last-minute word in grid informa- 
tion, or both. Kyle Rote personally guarantees 


TleqieysDg ¥ [[>qi004 jo DipedojaAauq Ap 


Q that you must be 100% satisfied or your money 
3 a2 will be refunded promptly, no questions asked. 
zRso Sent by First Class Mail Tuesday morning to 
R 2b reach you no later than Thursday and possibly 
we earlier. For Special Delivery, add $1.25 per 


copy. ' 


DON’T YOU OWE YOURSELF A 
WINNING FOOTBALL SEASON 


In 1977 there were over 220 Football Prediction Services in operation. RSM ENTER- 
PRISES was consistently rated among the finest in the country. 


Here’s why: 


@ 1n1977, our winning percentage vs. the pointspread for regular season College games 
was 70.5% (31-13). 


In 1977, we had 83.3% winning weekends vs. the pointspread during the 12 week 
regular College season (10-2). 


In 1977, we recorded 8 perfect weekends vs. the pointspread (3 College and 5 Pro). 


In 1977, we had only 2 losing weekends vs. the pointspread during the 14 week regular 
Pro season. 


In 1977, we again selected more than twice as many winners vs. the pointspread than 
losers. 


Over the past 5 years, our College Bowl record vs. the pointspread is 36-16 for just 
under 70%. 


We have a winning percentage vs. the pointspread of 75.9% in Pro Playoff games over 
the past 5 years (22-7, including 5-1 in 1977). 


If you subscribed to our service last season, you enjoyed the results outlined above. If 
you did not, don't you owe it to yourself to experience that winning feeling? 


CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE DETAILS, TODAY. 


RSM ENTERPRISES 


RSM ENTERPRISES 
P.O. Box 464 
Note: We have a toll free 800 telephone 
number for all our out-of-state clients New Rochelle, N.Y. 10802 


within the continental U.S. Please send me complete details on your 
Football Prediction Service. 


Name 
Address 


Phone 914-235-5100 City State___Zip 
Phone Number 
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